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Westphalia. Hie rapidly rose after thia,
and soon his naine became a tower of
strength, not only in his own land but
throughout the broad continent of
Europe. Hie early displayed great
administrative ability, and as the chief
member of the Prussian ministry,
lie effected many important changes
in the conduct of affaira. Among
other things lie abolished restrictions
on internai trade, and for a time suc-
ceas seemed to crown bis every effort;
but the Frenchi invasion and conquest
snapped bis policy asunder, and em-
bittered many years of bis life. He
was conservative and religious in
tone, f ull of vital energy and daring,
bitter in bis hostilitv to bureaucracy
and military despotisin, and warm. in
bis admiration of the vigorous years
of the past. lie took a firm stand on
the question which. raised the exped-
iency of allowing communities to
govern theinselves, wbich he considered
the only practical guarantee of na-
tional liberty. In 1807, he was dis-
missed froin office by the impotent
king, when le witbdrew to bis estates
in Nassau, only to be recalled with
open arma again some montha after-
wards, when the wisdoni of bis policy
was revealed by the Pence of Tilsit.
Napoleon, 'who at that time, did not
dream of Stein's real character, nor
know of bis intense patriotismn, fa-
voured the recaîl of tbe eminent min-
ister. Anotler year elapsed, and tbe
Corsican ruler suspecting Stein, by
means of information found in an in-
tercepted letter, wbidh criticised bis
policy, set the wbeels in motion to
free bis path from so, redoubtable an
antagonist in the field of statecraft
and diplomacy. Stein, in November,
1808, was forced to resign, while in
the very midst of the prosecution of
bis series of political reformas, wbich
are known in bistory as Stein's Sys-
tein, and which. provided for the abo-
lition of serfage, the establishmnent of
a municipal organization, similar to
that of England, and others equally
advanced and pertinent. Stein un-

mediately retired to Austria, and
joined the Tugendbund-a secret na-
tional society, and the French em-
peror confiscated bis property. In
18 i 2,ý the Baron's influence was cast
with Russia, and in response to a sum-
mons from Alexander, be went to the
court of the autocrat. -He encouraged
the coalition against bis arcl-enemy,
and wben the allies marcbed into
Saxony, lie became President of tbe
Council of ail the German States.
Shortly after this lie attended tbe Con-
gresses of Vienna and Aix-la-Chapelle,
but through the intrigues of lesser
men, lie made no very distinguished
appearance tlere, and ceased to take
afterwards any marked political stand-
point. His stateamanship may almoat
be said to end witb the Fail of 1812,
for thougli be enjoyed bonours until
the day of his death, bis naine was no
longer used as a conjuring word. H1e
wvas undoubtedly a lero and a brave
man. 11e lad to flght the batties of
bis country againat open enemies with-
out and covert traitors witbin. His
manner was sharp and decisive, and
even bis best frienda suffered froin bis
autocratie bearing and generally de-
fiant attitude. In bis time lie formu-
lated many plans for German unifica-
tion and strength, and these bave been
taken up by bis successors in office,
and several of thein bave been liter-
ally carried out. Stein died in 1831,
at Fraiiclt, wbere lie bad lived during
the lat years of bis life in the full
enjoyment of bis estates, wbicl lad
been returned to lin by the Goveru-
ment. Too mudli can bardly be said
in praise of the admirable style in
whicb this notable biography is writ-
ten. Lt represents a monument of
labour, exhaustive atudy, and copious
research. Lt must make a marked
impression in the world, and pasa into
history as one of the great biographies.

Another biograpby, calculated to
provoke mucli comment among liter-
ary people everywbere, la Mr. Ham-
merton's faithful, and i every way
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