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flock more precious thari used to browse uI)of the missionI

meadows.

'J'le padrc need liardlY liave told us thiat the mission cliurJi

ivas buili by unskilled mien. Thiat was seif-evident. One

coul alimost realize thiat it wvas constructed by soldîcry, it is
al], mnside and out, drawn uî> severely at "attention.' No

etu-ves, no gyrace, barrack-like; and evcrything solidl as flthg

defving the devii and all liis haosts, earthly foes included. It
is a truie chiurchi militant, its doot-s iron-bound, thick as prison
gaies, its floors of ý'ard1-squiare bricks defying flhe mine. Wcll,
as the padre said, it Nvas comiforting to tlhik thiat, ini the event

of altaclk, such solid vas w'ere readvN ta offer a sanctuarv' that

perliaps the altar itsclf could flot.
We entered the chiurchi. Talk about flhe lime machine and

its frcquent faolishi fancies! It îvas a hutndred years differencQ

ta cross thiat thireshold. Out of the Nvarmn sunlight and

springing flowvers of to-day, w~e passed into the coldl, subducd

glouin of antiquity. The initerior of thc chutrchi is simple ini

the extremie and not ta be' compared %vitli the ordinary pros-

perc.us p:Lrisli church of Canadian farin districts. Mie beauti-
fnl'ite and gald interior of flie Chicoutinmi chiurcli riscs ini

falicy before me as 1 write. There, as hiere, swart Indians

formi the flack, there, as liere, is sinplicity and Arcadian life,

far froin ambition and aver-work,; but there His I-oliniess hiii-

sc-lf wo'uld not bave bis taste offended; while hierc-well, Christ

w~as boni ini a stable and cradlcd in a manger, so w~liv should

mien lbe critics!

Whlile I wvas thinkingc ail thiese things amnon'g the rougrh

benches and whîlite-washcd( Nvalls, Diogenes, nîy conipanion, as

ustial, w~as trvinig ta inake fiends witli the saints, af ~'\hon011
there werc~ uany' ini w~ood and ail uipon flhc altar and wz'a1ls. I

caughit Ihlmi iiaking faâces at St. Francis d'Assisi, wl'ha, in ludi-

cranls attitude, like a Tew pcddlar praising bis w~arcs, secemed

Sveiîgalizing birds; lhavingr for the first tinme, as I told Di-

ogenes, a grose among his flock. This (1rev' our attention ta


