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Jack's Resolve.

I£ I were the king of a country as wide
Ax the sXy on a bright summer day,”
3aid Jack, wiih & nod, ns he hunted about

In a wearied-to-death sort of way,
And my wealth and my power were
limitless quite,
To do just the thing I might choose,
De You know what I’d get with the gold
that T had ?
How that wonderful power I'd use ?
1 would glve the last cent that I had in
the world,
And I'd add my crown to the cost,
For a pencil,” sald he—then he paused
with a smile—
‘‘ For a pencil that *couldn't’ get lost™’

THE GREAT OHARTER.
BY HARRIET D. SLIDELL MACRENZIE.

Many pleces of old paper are worth
thefr welght in gold. 1 will tell you
of one that you conld pot buy for even so
high a price as that. It 18 now In the
Britisn Museum, in London. It is old
and ‘worp. It is more than six hundred
and sixty-six years old. It .
is fot eagy to realize how old
that Is, Kings have been
born and died, nations have
grown up and have wasted
away, during that Jong ttme.
There was no America—so
tar as the people who lived
at that time Xnew—when
this old paper was written
upon. America wag not dis-
coverdd for pearly three hun-
dred years affer it. A king
wrote his name on this old
paper; and though he bhad
written his pamz on many
other pleces of paper, aad
they are lost, this one was
very carefuliy kept from
. harm—though once jt fell
into the hands of a tallor,
who was about to cut it up
for patterns, and at another
time it was almost destroyed
by fire,

Visitors go to look at it
with great interest. They
find it a shrivelled plece of
paper, with the king's name
and the EBreat seal of Eng-
land on It; but they know
that it stands for English
Itberty, and means that—as
the poet Thomson widts, in
the song, ‘‘ Rule Britapnia"—

¢ DRITONB NEVER SHALL BE

own hands, and then pushing bhim head-
long Into the river Seine. And he wns
one of thuse who betrayed his brother |
Richard into a lung imprisonment 1o
Germany,

A8 A RING HE WAS NO BRTTER.

From the beginning to the end of his
reign he was faiso und cruel; and no one,
not even the highest and noblest, was
safo from fines and taxes of the most
tyrannical kind. Thelr only hope was
in giving bribes to the sovereign, who,
you know, should have been their pro-
tector and not their tormentor. There
I8 no country in Europe in which the
people are now treated In this way ex-
cept Russia. One man actually was
forced to pay for the privilege of eating
his breakfast !

The great barons of England were
many cf them furious because they wers
treated In this way by the king, and
Joined i{n making a league by which they i
bound themselves to force the king to
give them their rights. Thoy walted
until 1214, In that year, John called
upon them to follow him to France, to
fight agalnst the French king. They had |

When John heard what tho barona had |
sworn to do, he flad to London, and shut
himselt up in a place that he thought
sate. Tho barons had drawn up a
charter, and they followed him to Lon-
don tu show it to him. It was the sixth
of January, and he thought it woull bo
safe to say that he would grant the char-
ter at Easter, for he felt sure that he
could rajfse an army in the meacwhlle
large enough to beat Langton and all
the barons.

When Easter arrived, the barons met
at Stamford, There were two thousand
knights, followed by thelr esquires. 1
should llke to have seen them as they
rodo about, thelr armour glistening In
the spring sun, thelr banners flying, and
thefr chargers neighing as th 'y snitfed the
ert'hwmh must have scemed to be filled
w

TBE STIMULUY OF FREEDOM.

They had the charter with them, and
John, who was at Oxford, sent to see
what it was like. When he found out
its terms he wes wild with fury, and §
sent word that he would never sign a
paper that would make him a slave. He

SLAVES."”
"It i3 called the Magna

Charta,” which means simply
the “Great Paper” ‘Thers

have been other great papers, and other ; started, but leit him at a certain point

papers that have been called * charters,”
put thiz one is known the world over as
the * Great Paper.” :

that would avail on elther ¢ide were
power and force, and the king bad al-
ready given way to them  ‘The king al-
most Immedjately took hls pen and wrote
his pame opn tho charter, and sald that
he did it on account of his plous regard
for God, and his desire to benefit his
people, though we know that he did not
entertaln any very plous motives at the
time.

Tho Magna Charta was, as some Ohe
sald,

THE QREAT FUBLIC ACT OF THR NATION

after 1t had realized that it was a nation
—the completion of a work for which
they had been labouring for & hundred
years, It has been the foundation of
English liberty ever since. :

It becins by saying that the king
Zrants these rights to his subjects “ for
the health of his soul The charter
then proclaims tho liberty of the church
and the llberty ot the people.

“No treeman,” it says, “‘shall b3
gelzed, or Imprisoned, or outlawed. or in
any way brought to rufn. We will not
go against any man, nor send agalnst
him, except by legal judg-
ment of his peers.

“To no man will we. sell,
or deny, or delay right or
justice.

“ No scrutage or aid—taxes
—shall be imposed in our
realm sare by the Common
Council.”

But the best thing in the
Magna Chsrta was that it

PROTECTED THE POOR.

It was declared that no man,
whose geods were forfeited,
should lose his means of
making a living. Tho free-
man was to keep his “ con-
tentment,” or tools, the mer-
chant his merchandise, and
the villain, or serl, his
‘*walnage” —his oxen, plough.
and waggon. Forelgn mer-
chants might travel in Eng-
land, and sall ané buy as
they pleascd. And the towns
wero to have and use “all
thelr liberiles and free cus-
toms.”

So a council of twenty-four
nobles was then chosen to
watch this king whom no
man could trust, and to mako
war upon him if he broke

his compact.
After the charter was
gigned and sealed, it was

BIGNING THE MAGNA CHARBTA.

in the Journey, saying that the terms of
their allegiance to him did not cumpet
them to serve him more than forty days.

As you look back into English history ; Juhn thought that he would cunquer the

you will see that all the way alung our

ancestors bave been striving with their
might to be free.

reasongble and not tyranaical.
had always to be on the watch; for every
once in & while & king would arise who
would try to take sway some right or
privilege which they had gsained.

Ome of the modes of trial by " ordeal ” | by warning the king agalnst his arbitrary , appolat the time and place.
was to put the prisoner into the water, ; course, but John had told him. “ Mind , pointed the fifteenth of June as the time,

and it he floated he was considered in-
nocent, but if he drowned he wag thought
to have been guilty! Now 1 am stre

that if 1 had to be trled in that wsy I he had pledged his support tc the old , Jom by anclent assoclations, which lies
should think it very hard, for it wouid | Sazon laws, with certain changes that; oft the Thames, below Windsor, came

make me out gullty the first time, and
there would be no chance for anome'r
trial, I have no doubt that the “ordeal”

removed many bad men from England, ; turned to England.

hut I fear it removed some good ones too.

King Jobn stands out among the

soveres of England 88 one of the very
worst gnéo was a bad son, and rebelled

They were wiiling to §
nave kings, but they wished to have them !
They ; of Bouvines, in 1214, and he w=s glad to | that bhe would sign the hated paper,

French first, and then go hume and sub-
due the rebellious baruns, but he made
a wrong reckoning. He was becaten by
the French king, Philip IL, at the battle

escape with his life, It was one of the |
greatest batties of the time.

Archbishop langton had already taken
up the part of the lberties of the people

your Church, and leave me to govern the
State.”
This bad not restrained Laogton, and ;

had been made by the Normans. The
barons solemniy vowed to cuquer or dle,
After the battle of Bouvines, Joha re-
‘ It was towards the
end of October, and about the middie of i
thie next month, Langton called the
barons together again—this time at Bury
St. Edmunds—and they knelt at the altar

{ thought that the king should be able to

do what he pleased, and that the people i
bhad no rights that he was bound to re-
spect.

John's answer roused the whole coun-
try, and-the wretched king found himself
powerless before the anger of the patlon
that he had wrunged. He was power-
less, however, and he sald once more

though he did not speak of It in this way.
He sald, instead, that he was rcady and
willlng to grant the demands of his
“ loving sutjects * whenever they should
They ap-
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and the Meadow of Council, or Runny- !
mede, as the place,

To this mecadow, consecrated to free-
John, with a small train of twenty-four
bshops «nd nubles, in thelr armour and
robes. Of this small number there were
but two who really wished success to'
the king. Tbhe others were, heart and
soul, on tho side of the barons.

The king oncamped on the left bank
of the river, and men from each of the

against hls father. though- his favourite ; of thelr vld Saxon saint, to swear ~vew ; contractiLg partles met on a little Island

-nfld. He murdered hls nephew, Arthur
of Brittany, strikiug him down with his

”

to force the klng W deal Justly with the
people.

between the hosts. It was not & time
for discussion, for the only argutnents

published thrpughout Eng-
land, and sworn to at every
town. The barons rcjolced:
and Robert Fitzwalter wrote
letters calling upun the knights of Eng
Jand to come with arms and horses to a
great tournament, at which the prize was
to be a large she-bear.,

Durlng the rect of his life— -only littls
more than a year he trled In valn, by
the help of the Pope's curse and by for
eign soldiers’ swords, to escape from
these “ over-kings,” who would not suffer
him to go back to hils old habitas of fore
Ing money ‘rom Jews by pulling out
thelr teoth, carrying off and polsoning
young girls, starving women and chil-
dren, and crushing old priests under
oopes of lead. It was In a last attempt
against his people’s frecdom that he saw
his baggage, with the royal tréasurc, his
crown, and the provislon for his army,
al!l swept away by a sudden rising of the
tidee A few days later he dled in
Newark, saying - I commit my body to
8t. Wulstan and my soul to God,” the
God whose laws he had rebelled against
for 30 many years.

Hiz son, Henry 111, was crowred soon
afterwards, and Immediately made to
swear to maintaln Magna Charta, which
was from that time the foundatton of
English law.

Thua was accomplished the groat work
of the English barons of the twelfth cen-
tury.



