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Legend of the White Crocus.
BY EMMA HUNTINGTON NASON

Three early spring-time crocuses
Grew In the garden green,

A garden in lllyria,
The garden of the Queen.

‘Ring out betimes the Easter chimes !
The glad bells sang that day,

natives just a8 you sce them in tho ple-
ture, stunted in growth by the cold
; climate, running round on the {ce with
, harpouns  and lances, surrounded by
sharp-nosed Eskimo dogs.

Years afterwa * Paul Egede wrotoe all
about thelr lfe in Greenland how the
yuutig Eskimo taught them to cateh
suals, till they Wame guod hunters On

For Princess Alice passeth du-a
The chape! c(lose to pray.”

* So splendid is the Princess,”
One listening crocus said,

* That I will wear my purple ‘iress,
And she will bend her head

All graclously, and gather me
Unto her regal breast,

For purple {s the royal hue,
The Princess loveth best.”

* But when the Princess bends her
head,”
Upspake a crocus bold,
* Then glittering is the coronet,
Above her hair of gold;
So I will don my yellow gown,
And wait without a fear;
For yellow has the golien sheen,
The Princess Loldeth dear.”

Then softly sighed one modest flower,
“No purple robes are mine;

No roysal fold in gown of gold,
Have I, In which to shine.

I may not hope the Princess’ smile
Or favour to allure;

But I will wear my pearl-white dress,
Because her heart is pure.”

_And saintly Princess Alice
Passed down the garden vay,

With one white crocus on her breast,
That Easter dawn, to pray.

*For royai purple lured her not,
Nor gowns with gold bedight:

‘Thencefortk, in old Iliyrian lands,
The crocuses were white,

HAnS EGEDE AND THE
ESKIBNO.

:Hixee you read about good Hans Egede,
wkojlived fn Norway some one hundred
.and fifty years ago? Though a pastor
there, shjs heart was not at rest for tho
longing he had to be in Greenland. Re-
membering, perhaps, the old “story of
.Columbus and Queen Isabella, Hans
.told his wish to King Frederick the
_Fourth of Norway. Quite 1lkely, al-
:though I cannot be certain, the king
replied in some such way as this:

“Y hear that the Greenlanders are a
forlorn people, living in tents through
their short sumrer, and in filthy huts
.of stone all winter; also that they eat

uncooked food and drink the bicod of « quite ignorant of books.

‘Why sheuld you

for such
a country ?” .

* Because, sire,” rteplied
Hans, “I wish to teach the
people.”

* Are they not fine hunt-
ers ?" asked the king.

“Yes, sire; they know
well how to catch the wal-
rus, seal, polar bear, and
Arctic fox. The dogs aiso
are their obedlent servants
in long journeys over the
iw‘l'

**J have heard even more
about thelr skill,” continuad
the king. “Men wrapped
in skins venture out be-
tween mountaing of Ice,
through fearful tempests,
in boats .made of -thin
laths Jjoined together by
whalebones and covered
with sealskins—all for the
sake .of catching these
creatures. No, my good
Hang! the Greenlanders do
not need you to teach-thdm
-such -feats, nor evem how
to use' the -preclous’ seals.
They take the skin. for
clothing, .the flesh.for -food,
-and. the fat for' oik I

j _continued .the,

~-animals.
jeave Norway

|

AMONG THE EEEIMO,

telling Hans what he Lknew of (he
Greemlanders—*“ 1 hear that when it is
too cold to go on the sea, the Eskimo
entrap the animals on the ice. The
seal, unable to stay long under water,
comes up through fice-holes and falls
acleep; then the hunter is ready with
his club or gun. At other times, if he
would catch the creature awake, the
man covers himselt with skin, cries like
a seal, and creeps along the ice till near
enough to pierce the unsuspecting ani-
mal. Now, how could you teach them
greater skill ?”

“You speak the truth, O king; still,
my wish to go continues,” sald Hans.

“1 hear, too, that the people are full
of conceit and laugh at Europeans,
which is yery absurd, since they them-
selves are a short, dirty-looking race,
Besides, what

would you, 2 minister of God, do among
people who are stupld pagans ?”

“ Now, dear king,” said Hamns, “3you
have gotten at my secret wish. I want
to tell the Greenlanders about Jesus.”

“What does yoir wife say to this
plan ?”

*“She is as anxious as myself to go,”
sald Hans.

“ But thick of your boys. Pavl, I
hear, is 2 fine boy of twelve,” continued
the king.

“The boys wiil go with us. T pray
to God that they may grow up caroest |
misslonaries.” !

Seelng Hans was determined, the kircg :
helped him right generously, so that
Hans Egede, with his wife and sons and
a company of forty-five persons, set sall !

; In 2 small trading vessel for the dreary f

country of Greenland. They found the

. ————— - o o~ — " =

:he other han?, *hey taught the Green
.anders to read and write. asd, atove
all, to worship the only true God. I
saw in a buuk the other day a fugpy
anecdoute from his life. A Greenlanger
.arrjcd off a Latin dictivnary belonging
to the young Egedes, supposing it made
of skin, and persuaded bls wife to sew
the leaves together and make him o
coat. One day he went to visit Hans
Egede arrayed in the coat, which was
adorned with & border of sealskin.
When he tried to get out of the boat,
however, the coat fell to pieces {n vari-
ous places, and young Paul Egede dld
not know whether to be amused or vexed
at the loss of his book.

Paul tells us of the carnestness with
which his father tried to lead these poor
people to Jesus To this day the
Greenlanders can lonk up lo heaven and
thank God for Hans Egede.

THE HEAD-HUNTERS OF BORNEC.

The Dyaks are closely ailied to the
Malay race, but are more simple and
honest, and morally superior in alxost
every respect. Their ayerage stgtyre
somewhat exceeds that of tho Malgys;
their hair s straight, coarse, and black,
tnd they are well proportioned without
any tendency to obesity Agriculture
{s their princlpal means of subsistence.
They are distinguished by many excel-
lent traits of character, and when kindly
treated are docile, industrious, and faith-
ful. They formerly gained great notori-
ety as daring pirates and head-hunters,
seeking to decapitate others under the
bellef that every person beheaded would
become the slave of the hunter in the
next world. ‘The greater portion of
them have substanual dwellings, and
cultivate rice, the banana, sugar cane,
and some cutton and tobacco for thelr
own consumption. R

The riissioearies are laying hold of
the Dyaks, a group of whom you flnd
tn our f{llustration. Though they are
savages, they eare intelligent and teach-
able. The Gospsi will lift them out of
the shadows of thelr life,

PEARL PISHING.

The beautiful pear! i3 born in the
boscr of an oyster- a dark and obscure
tome, but worth often has
such homes; ard worth,
1ike pearls, I3 sought for,
and #inds its proper value
by-and-bye.

The most famous pearl
fisheries are near the island
of Ceylon. The boats are
of from ten to fifteen tons
burden, rigged with but one
mast and sall, aad with a
crew of thirteen men and
ten divers. Each boat has
five dlving stones, each
weighing from fifteen to
twenty-five pounds.

A kind of scaffolding is
formed of oars and other
nleces. of wood, on each side
of the boat, from which the
diving tackle is hungz; three
stones on one side, and two
on the other. The diver
strips off his clothes, jumps
into the water, takcs hold
of the rope which supports
2 stone, and puts one foot
fato & loop or stirrup on the
top or the stone. After
getting hls  Ddalance, a
basket hanging from a rope
i3 thrown to him and in
th's be pu’s his other font

Now he s ready. bn
gragps the rope In oneo
kand, and his nose with the,




