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phical discussion ending in a frec fight, or
tbe fisticuifs. The hionor is divided
among a number of fanious schools.

It would be difflicult to determiine
exactly wh'at tendency %Vas uppermiost in
the Boom School. As Macaulay says;
" Man, in short, is so irîconsistent a
creature, that it is impossible I0 reason
froni bis belief to bis conduct or fromi One
part of his belief to anotber.Y lu regard
to tbeory %ve are in doubt, %Ylercelier
sensulii or spiritualisin p)reva.iled but
we vouch for certain tiat, nt dininer-timie
whien a teuîpting mess of pork and beans;
wvas piaced on the deal-ablc, the raîkest
sensualisi hieid sway. Even Tom Knott,
who on uiost occasions was very trans-
cendent of niater, forgot ail bis theories
on asceticismn, and plunged ieýad first
<liguraîiiiveiy speaking) into bis favorite
dishi, thereby giving bis animal propien-
sities tbe upper hiand. But this is a
coninion fault ainong l)hiiosophers. There
are many who beiong to more pretentious
schools than tbe jîresent one, who shunii
base sensualism, as they would a raîtie-
suake ; but ivho at mecal-timie turoi ail
theory into thinnest air, and tonnent Jhe
digesting juices of tlieir stoniacbs fâr
nmore severiy than ordiniary mien. X\e
unbecsitatini-y affirin, however, tbat oid
iini and foreinin Knlott were territicaiiy
addicted to positivismi. I'bev uever camne
to blows on any question afier tbe first
imenorabie encouinter ; but cach mîan
cluing to bus opinion as teniaciotisiy as a
d.rowning nian 4h-oids to a straw. No
quarter was given on any subject. Notbing
couid shake their faith in tbe infallibie
correctness of the respective judgnients
whicb Nature hid bestoived upon theni.
Ir scems to us tbat no science suffers so
nîucb as pbiiosopby froni tbis kind of
positivismi. Every scbiooi is at dangers'
end with every other sciuol cvcry
individual nienmber of every scbiooi is
positive that every individuai nieniber of
every otber scbool munst bave becen stark,
staring niad, to propound sucb gross
absurdities.

PersonaUily «Tomi Knott wv;s ver)' eciectic
in his p)hiiosophicai speculations. Every
mnan ts opinion wvas entitied to somne
consideration, save tbat of oid imi
for lie iiow ivas wrong (.n ail ques-
tions by force of habit. It funaiiy

camie to pass, as years roliedl on, 'hai fore-
man Knott used 10 have everything bis
own w~ay ; lie becamec at the saine time
tbe defendens and argziens of ail thieses.
Practice liad niade perfect, just as il
aiways does. Whenever auy subject 'vas
brouglit up, lie iniediately siupported lus
contentions w'ith sncb thundering rbetori-
cal iniauoeuvering, at tic saune timie pelted
sucb a voiley' of juibled up argumients
and objections agaiuîst tbe ranîparîs of
the eneniy, that oid ji Un in itter disgyusi
and discounfture '%'ould leave imi an
easy victor. It becanie evident as ihiese
îriunîphis went on, tbat old Jinî's iniellec-
is agens was not so agile as it used to be;

yeî lie bad the satisfaction of a philosopher,
in knowiuîg thai lie was rigbit despite the
rantiîîgs of luis adversary.

The writer spent a uîigbt witu tbe boonm
IDaID auîd lîad tue extrenue pleasure of
li enring hias Knott, foreunan, expatiate
on a varieîy of topics. After we ail were
seerningly bunked for the r.ight, lie arose,
and going to an obscure corner of time
sluanîy, appeared wviîl an oid and worn
ahîuauac, tbe si/premne criterion nif trutz,
'i'len liaving noved a lieavy pine block
alongside the bunk-, lie drove one end of
bis double-bladcd knife into tbe wood,
while the other cnd supported a taiiow
caudie used on state occasions only.
This douc, lie propped biunseif up coin-
fortably %vith tbe biankets and read timat:
sA certain governor, in the early days of

Anicrican history, enacted tbe foiiowing
law ; He thai doth inot uvork shail not
cat. "Now~ 1 don't knoîv, Zeau b
foreuîuan Thonmas Knott, wlietber nîy
iuinion bout tbis hiere nuatter is airigbî,
cording to tie nuinds of the fresli gentle-
mien as arrived ibis evening. But I firniy
believe ilbat tic governor as tbouglit of
sucb a laîv kieuv a darned sîglit more
practical philosopbhy. thian any dîber mian
I ever hîcard tel] bout. Now lookye biere,
wh'ats tic use of talking about your
supraphtbysical absurdities of this one
or that one. WVby don't yer knuckle
dowvn ta business rigbit off, and stiike at
tb:2 root af tic evii. If snch a mîan wvon't
swaiiow yer doctrine, -diy just reduce the
anuotn of eatables for tliat person. Of
course don't ciîuck down on hinui to0
liard ; cive fair wariugÏ ; and do it
gradaiiy and with reason as becones a


