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As a natural resuit of this treatjient
they sank into a ýespondent, morose
and sullen state which seemed to
confirmi the erroneous view enter-
tained of them, and which delayed
for sonie centuries any enligrhtened
and benevolent mnovement being
mnade in their behaif. Under the
Mosaie law the only recognition
they received seems to have been
protecta-ii fromn violen:e and insuit;
the laws founded upon the philoso-
phical teaching of Brahmia did not
entrust the dea2f with property, but
imposed their support upon the
other heirs; and, in Rome, before
the Christian era, they were treated
very much in the saine mnanner: ail
those who were congenitally deaf
were denied the rights of citizenship,
and, although they were allowed to,
possess property for their own sup-
port, they could flot dispose of it as
they wished. Throughout the coun-
tries founded upon the ruins of the
Roman Empire they were excludeci
from the right of inheritance as the
systern of land tenure, known as the
Feudal System, which prevailed iii
those countries, exacted duties froin
the vassals of the crown that were
impossible for the deaf to fulfil.

Thefirstauthentic: accountofadea-.f-
mnutes having been instructed is re-
corded by the Venerable Bede in the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicles, and dates
back about the year 700 A.D. At
that timie St. John of Beverly, bishop
of Hagulstadt, in the North of Engr-
land, taught a poor boy to speak
some wvords, and instructed ha-imi in
religion. lIn this attemipt it is alto-
gether probable that the bishop emn-
ployed not only articulation, but na-
tural signis and a inanual alphabet of
some description, for, in a work, De
Loque/a par Gc'stumii Dziio;ntz ,Be-
dgave drawings of aimna apa

bkt that is the first of wvhichi there is

any account. Although consider-
able success seemis to have attended
this effort, seven centuries were al-
lowved to elapse before another simi-
lar '.tempt wras made. I n the niean-
time, however, a great deal of spe-
culation was indulged in by philoso-
phers and scientists, as to whether
speech xvas impossible to the deaf ;
also, whether the latter could be
taught lip-reading, and to under-
stand written language. 1In the
early part of the 16th Century
Jerome Cadran, a native of Pavia,
in Lomnbardy, reasoningthat there
is arelation between writingr and
speech, and, also betwveen speech
and thought, concluded that there
niust necessarily exist aconnection
between written characters and ideas
without any intervention of sound.
lie therefore declared that "the
education of the deaf was difficuit
but possible," yet he neyer put his
theory into practice, and it is to
Pedro de P'once, a monk of the
monastery of Sahagun, iii Spain, that
the honor of reducingy the instruction
of the deaf to a systemnatic basis is
due. Ponce taught several deaf
persons, among whorn were two
sons of a Spanish noble named De
Velasco, to read and write Spanish
and Latin- His pupils were able to
speak fluently, and to, read on the
lips wvith ease. H aif a century later
another Spanish monk, Juan Pablo
Bonet, mierited great distinction by
his endeavors in behaif of this afflict-
ed class. He wrote the first formnai
treatise on the teachiingy of the deaf,
.Redueccioit de las Lcias y Ai-le Paza
E Üscizar a Hablar a los Mitdos, and
in this work he gave eng'ravings of
a mianual alphabet which is almnost
identicalwvith thesinl e -ban dal phiabe t
now in use. Bonet laid dowvn rules
for the teaching of articulation, but
proficiency in lip-reading, ie"iinaii-
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