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EXEGETICAL

BY J. TEAZ.

"All Seripture is given by inspiration of Qed, and ie profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness : that the mnan of God rnay
be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto ail good works.".-2 Timothy iii., 16-17.

There are three general thoughts which appear prominently on the
surface of this passage, viz.: the inspiration, the mue, and the end or
desigu of Scripture. The inspiration of Scripture, ini one form. or another,
bas been held by the Churcli in all ages; various theories, however, have
been propounded in regard to this doctrine. For exaniple, there iq, the
partù<li theory, according to which only certain parts of Soripture are
inspired. Then there is the irnperfect theory, which holds Vo, an inspira-
tion consistent witli erroi'. To this belongs the opinion held by xnany,
that the thoughts only, and net the words, are inspired. Others take
insp)iration to be merely suggestion, or superintendence on the part of
C4od; others, that it is only the elevation of man's so-called higher reason
to sucli a degree of intelisity that he discerna spiritual truth net other-
Nvise attainable.

Now, in opposition to, and in confutation of all such speculative
theorizing, the Apostie says : " A1l Seripture is given by inspiration of
God." The word ail is coniprehiensivo. XVe cannot confine it Vo one
part of Soripture to the exclusion of another; for Vo the thouglits, te the
exclusion of the wvords, for ini rany cases the word and thought nust
stand or fali together. Ilence we have the evengêlical doctrine of ptenary,
that is a full and complote ins'piration which extends Vo the writers, as
also Vo, the thoughts and words contained in the writings. Such a
complote Divine influence is nocessary, for it is evident that a fallible
man caxinot deliver an infallible message, unlesa he hiniseif is rendered
infallible, at loast for the tirne and occasion. So we find the Apostie
Peter declarilig that Ilprophecy came not in old tinios by the will of
man, but holy mon cf God spako as they weroe moved by tho Holy Ghost."
Moreover the wviiters were not more macines-not the pens, but the
penrnen of Scripture-the rnouthpieces, as it vereo f God, as Peter
declared, juat beflore the day of Pentecost, that "lthe Holy Glicat spake
by the mouth of his servant David." This view is supportod by the
]anguage cf the writers theinselves. The cemnion introduction Vo pro-
,phetic adesis, "lthus saith the Lord," and it was at men's peril if they
rofused -to accept the prophet's words as the vory 'words cf Qed hiniself.
1-AIl Scrîpture," ini the text refers mainly te, the Old Testament, but the
old and the new stand or fall together. They ovidenca therneelvea te ho
parts cf one completo wholo, and like the two aides of an arcli, what
supporýç; one, supports both. The word Ilinspiration," is a very proper
rendering cf the original. The Greek word is Theopneza'stos, and means,
simply, Qod inbreathod, and se may be applied with equal propriety Vo
the writers, as well as te the theughts and words written.

insýpiratiob proper, must bo distinguishod froi revekaïon. Ail Scrip-
turo is inspired, but all ià net rovealcd. Fer oxaapie,.a large proportion
of Seripture is a simp)le narration cf hisatical eventîs, zaoL of which may


