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PERSIAN TRI1CKS.

A missionary in Persia in a letter to
Childrew’s Work for Childrew tells of the
strange things that pevple do to gain pow-
er amonyg others, and that make it much
harder to get the people to believe in the
gospel.  He says i--

“A name for holiness and power to
work miracles is a great source of gain as
well as fame to a person or place, and
sometimes people try to get  this reputa-
tion by deceit.

“ASheikh (or chief) in Kurdistan wish-
ed to increase his influenee over the peo-
ple. He was already of considerable re-
pute and he gave out that on a certain
day he would kill and raise to life one of
his pupils,

According to previous arrangement, a
drug which would put him into a heavy
sleep, had been given to the pupil.  Ile
was commnanded to enter the room and
die.  Then word was given to the people.
They entered, found him lifeless and pne-
pared him for burial.  The grave was
dug, the body deposited, a little earth
placed upun it, and the people were told
to come m the morning. At sunrise a
crowd assembled. the carth was removed
and the body called upon o rise.  No,
answer came.  He had ot correctly cal-
culated the time when the effects of the
drug would -pass ofl.  The pupil had
awikened in the night and after trying in
vain to escape had died.  The Shetkh was
arrested for fraud. ’

“A holy shrine in Karadagh is visited
by many sick for healing. 1t originated
in this manner.  Onemorning 2 man told
his neighbors that durving the night a
heavenly light —a manifestation of an
Emaum had appeared on a certain hill.
The report spread and people began flock-
ing to the shrine. Tt was a time of an
overstocked melon market, and the be-
zaar was distant.  This story brought a
throng of purchasers near and the man
sold is melons at & good protit.  Then
he told the people what he had done, but
they declared his confession a lie and
held to the fable as truth.

It is considered very meritorious for a
Mussulman to pay the expenses of the
burial of a dead belicver. Two beggars
agreed that on alternate days each should
feign himself dead and the other collect
alms for his burial.  They have a remark-
able power of stiffening their limbs and
bringing a deadly pallor to the counten-
ance. After many successful efforts, they
one day were informed that a great man
wis approaching. Having made all prep-
arations, a pitcous tale of distress was
poured into the Khan's ears. He recog-
nized the men and immediately assented
to bear all the expenses of the burial. He
ordered his attendants to dig & grave and
light a fire that hot water might be pre-
pared for washing the body. The ac-
complice besought him not to tiouble, de-
claing that he had a vow to perform these
last rites for his friend. Unheeding, they
made all the preparations, and only when
the sealding water was falling on his pate
did the dead man abandon bis trick. The
noble then gave the beggars a present and
sent them on their way.

*“Just outside of Oroomiah a new shrine
has been built. A man dreamed, so he
said, that a son of an Emaum had appear-
ed to him and direeted him to where he
should tind gold in his grave.  He should
take the gold and build a shrine which
should be under the protection and bless-
ing of the Emaum. The man called sev-
cral witnesses, went and digged up the
treasure, and built up the shrine. 1t has
become a resort of the faithful, whose of-
ferings have not only made good the or-
iginal outlay, but filled the purse of the
dresmer and given him a reputation as
one honored with a vision of the holy
Emaum. Even the children can see that
the man had first hidden the gold to make
his story appear true. .

Does it not seem to us that people who
can so easily believe these silly fables and
lies might be easily won to believe in the
truth which Christ’s messengers, the mis-
sionaries, go to tell them, but it is just
the reverse.



