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lIE eauifu coleeinOur~ 'Prayer
aud vnn ryr a ud
usý famla Uit te ame of

S. Chrysostom. Rightly we treasure that
collect as one of the gerus of ou- collec-
tion. It forms sucli à fitting conclusion
to ail the prayers that, have gone before. In
it we wishI for a fulfilment of these, only so
far as rnay lie expedient. We icave to God
the decision as to what is expedient.

But S. Chrysostom deserves to be known
for other reasons than that bis name is as-
sociated vit'" this Prayer. le lias left
bebind ii;m teaching that iniglt bce suitable
foi. any age, and wvhichi bears special lessons
for oui' )wvn. «Nor is it only bis teacbiug
WC Miay study with profit. 1lis life was in
barmony with it. Lilze the pýastor in Chau-
cer's son-:-

To dirawen folk to heaven -witli fairueýs
*By good onsamplo was bis business.

Hie practised ÙLat lie preached. Il lie
cried to the world of bis day, " This is the
patli; walk ye in it,' lie took care to bc the
5Îrst to enter upon tixat path. Hie lived and
died a faithful servant of Jesus Christ.

John, surnaxned Clîrysostoîn, i.e. ' golden-
rnouthied,' on account of hi,: surpassing elo-
qutnce, was hemn at Antiocli in the year
347. Ile was of noble birtb, bis father
hein- a distingruished officer in the armies
of the Roman Empire. lus mother's name
was Anthusa. Sbe also was of high rank,
and upon bier, on the death of bis f',.ther,
when be was stili an infant, fell the rc'ispon-
sibulity of watchiug over and guiding bis
education.

1ànthusa, providcd lier son 'with tlîe best
instructors, and 'under lier care the genius
of John rapidl, developed. l3efore lie was
twenty yeaw, of age lie had conceived a de-
sire to enter tht. mnastie life, and aithougli
for -time the amusements that thse world
had to offer, and the practice of c-.;ory in

the Porum, were all-attiactiv'e to him, lie
soon, under the influence of a youtb named
]3asil, returned to thse contemplation of the
lioly Soriptures and the practices of a
devout, life. lus early teachier, Libanfue,
declared on bis deatli-hed tliat, had thse
Cliristians not stolen liim, Johin would bave
been bis fittest successor. And the J3ishop
of Antiocli propbesied a future of greatness,
wlhen lie observed bis noble character and
promising abilities..

Johin, however, had ne worldly ambition.
.He desired te retire from the world's obser-
vation, and spend bis life in meditative de-
votion. And it was only in defèrence to thie
wislies of bis motlier tisat Lie abandoned
this idea, and lived quietly at bomne 'with
lier. liere bis life was spent, not in self-
indulgent case, but in severe discipline, and
lie saw little of bis friends of former years.

To Unis period of bis life belongs an in-
cident wbich illustrates the reluctance with
wvhich muen were -4ont in those days to enter
upon tise Cliri- .i ministry, and which also
reveals te us a flaw iii tbe pttrity of S.
Chrysostom's life.

The two friends, Basil and Chrysostom,
bad been selected on account of their
piety and genius to fill certain bisliop-
ries. If thcy refused tiseir consenZ, it
wvas understood that, in accordance withi
the custom of the times, violence 'would
ho imposed upon tbem. John beard of
the honour that was to 'be thrust upon
him with ne sinali degree of alarin. But
wlien Basil consulted liim as to whetber they
shouid makze tiscir escape from the neigîs-
hourbood,hle concealed bis realsentiments.
Himself lie felt te be enturely unworthy of
se higli au office. But that Basil ahesild
decline to be consecrated lie considered
would be a serions loss te tise Churcli. Nie
tiserefore undertook- to present bimself with
]3asil for ordination. Wbcn, bowever, tlie
time arrived bce was nowhiere te lie found.


