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NVOTES 0F TH1E MllONTH.
Possimm no attitude is wviscr, or more

conducive ta the maintenance of calin and
dispassionate disposai of affairs in the present
national crises, titan ta realize that God is the
God af nations as af men.

1896 opens ini international unrest. Wars
and rumlors af wvars, mlassacres, oppressions
wvitlîini and betweenl the v'arious couintries,
ring ini the Nev' Year %vitl hiarsiî clanîorings.
The Armnenian question disturbing Etiropean
powvers ; Great Britain and the Unîited States
at loggerlieads canceruîing Venezuela ; Cuiba
in revoit ; Canada ini the bitterness ai creed
faction ;-even ta the optimiist the national
outlook is disquieting.

The enisuing days mîay bring peaceahie
solutions of diploniatic problemis, or force
further complications. But, whlatever the
outconic, thie manliest attitude, and ane tliat
tends best toward justice and fair dealin,
belongs ta that goverrnment wliiclî realizes
the averruiling ai the Godt ai nations.

PurTiY.;ç aside ail sentiment, thie coniider-
atian arises, wlîiether Cliri.stiian gao crnints
thiat look on u~hile hielpless and uiifendingý
people are oppressed, %ilia sui attituidesý
of non-interférence w hile J*stic r) s for itid,
shial not ahike ini tiîeir turn sutiffer ini sunic
mieasure tie pangt, af thase %% lion they liia e
fiîiled ta assist.

Netutrality, w~lien decisiani and actionl is
demnanded, is c.ruii:îsal, - and as, sucli, unitier
the retribtary laws tixat go'ýern alike na-
tions and mess, it shmah receive its ï-eward.
The unanswered cr3' ai the Armenians ta thie
greatCliristiani nations wvili tit gounsavenged.
Thiis alane -ives graver ouitlaak uinto the
national complications that lieset the open-

CONCERNING VenezelaI., it is imipossible ta
believe timat anl extremie issue wvili bc forced
upon twagreat nlations-nlat ion-ss that are mne,
in ail save metliod af gaversnment.

The pcssibiiity ai war betveeni Britain and
the United States is as repug-nanlt ta aur

feeings as matricide or fratricide. We re-

wlîicli ilotliing but the strongest issue bc-
twecns riglit and wronig, betwcen oppressor
and oppressed, miakes justifiable.

The tinie is past wvlmen nations tiiglit caîl
ta amnis over questions ai tcrritory, tariff or
trade. Ail Christcndami reli7es tlîat sucli
disputes miay, and siîouild, be adjustcd by
commsission or arbitration.

F or defence ai lice and lîiinor, liti hclp of
thc opprescd, or in ofsai~ ai jus.- ini-
vasion againtnilrbru or lîcatlien
nations, wlio are amienable only ta force,-
aîîly suchi caisses as thlese caîl fo;r %%r But

betwcn Christian peapies ai thie saine speechi
and blood the need siiouild tiever arise.

lit suicli a crisis as tuit engeiîdered by thîe
present Guatia dispute, t le oniy danîger
airises irin the extremlists on eitiier side
wlio niay commit tiîeir governnmients ta pre-
cipitate action.

Tie truc patriats anîd statesnienl ini sucli
exigency are not tlîase %%ho slîaut defiaîicc,
but tliose wlio labar for honiorable and
creditabie pence.

TiiErEz is littie ta sa>- tiat lias flot aiready
becai said cancerning titis sudden disturbance
ai inîternationîal reiatianslip.

Press and puilpit are nîligimtier tlianl premlier
iii deciding tie aifairs af a nation. Tiiese
farces make thîe temiper ai tlie people,
wviiereby ev'cry statesmnan, wlhetlier lie wvill or
îiat, is iii sanie nianier iîifIuenced.

And ini tliese days ai liot niews and vit
varyiiiginioods, every twenty-iour liours,
reveals a change ai attitude and a iresi
aspect ai thîe case, ii the columniis of the big,
dailies.

Na sla%% dipliamati,. liegatiations, nor %%ait-
ing for Conccertud atni, liimanîper. tîme prs-s
«111i.1s a, «talsqci tit que tii tliresicd
out iin a bni spac of tinte, c% ci% poassIble
liglit lîat% ing beuna tlirtuu n upaiî it, ctcf> side
issue t.Oli t-.e ,% saliat %%itliin at % eck thie
subjet.., lîawe' l er mamentou, is.- laut<
tîxere is lia passible freslî point ai view~.

AIl tliat reniahais is ta ru% iew thîe situationi,
.Uld praîloualce judgmlent as, inipartial as,
indU idual bias pernîiits.

IT %'vautld il, «anîtsiig-if it were not sa
seajous a niatter-to ilote the rapid changes
ai toile concemingi tliis \'enczuelan dis;pute,
in'the lenditsng- journals on1 bathi sides ai the
wvater, dlurits- the war(ly fracas.

The editorials ai thc niast aggressive
p;ipers, front day ta day, forni a 'series of
gradatiails %vortliy ai pictorial represenlta-
tion. Thîis is especially truc ai tme Anierican
jourmalq, wvlîse taile is, by tenîperamieat, less
siaderate and conservative titan the E nglisli
onles. Mlic Caiiadiaiî papers gencraliy hanve
adaptcd a ilucli steadier and nmore dispaq-
siailate toile fronti the first. X'et Canada is
ciliefly concertied, silice lier territory wauld
lbe the tlîeatcr, ini event ai active liastility.

Tliat is precisely the miistake Amiericanis
make, nmd liave alwvays nmade, caniccrîing
Canada. Thley fail ta gauge ariglit t he
stromg reserve pawer of lier people.

ON% the questioni of aniiexatian- li bas
tLert;I ail> anr iaîdireit iîîflucai ini the present
issbue Aieictatit, hian c jiidgcd Caaiiiad;t. pas.
attitude by the wards, ai the few, ratlîcr thi
by thc silence ai the mlany.

kaamliaisuiike Aniiericaniis, i&re slot a
verbose people. Witlî a feu, notable excep-
tialîs, the men %viio talk are tîmose %%hio>e
opinîions are lcast regarded, anid wliase %. mews
-ire flot representative.

Tiiere was neyer greater error titani ta
conistrue Canadiati coaîservatisni and reserve
as iaîdiffereiîce or %veakiîess. It is becauise
tlîeir Con,. ictions lic deep enlouigl ta be lie-
yond thîe swerving of a breee,.e, tliat Cati-

adins reerv s cani sriae.Stornis ai
woards iîîay heat about Utleî wvitli no disturb-
ing eflect, but wlîen the tinte for action
cognies, tuie> are rea(ly.

l'lie cantrast between the t wo natîoiialities
ini tlîis respect it, so nîlarked, duiat it is hardly
ta lie waiîdered tlîat Ailiericans laul to
lîlcasuire Caiîadiaaî strenigtlî andI Canadiati
conviction ariglit.

TalL fict duit t.wa Chiicago iîîil lionai res,
P. Ili. Arniauir and George WV. P>ullani,
w~ere maîled infernal mlacinetis last wveek,
goes ta prove duit thîe lueé af a nîillionairc,
eveai tlmoughi lie lie a plîilaiitliropist, is beset
%%ithi ri>kb. It lias îliot , et becai rt:e.titale
NN llm:tlîtr the affair a a stupid plaiî ta ex-
trat%.t alloue>3, or %%w lit Jt. re.ccaled at

.eros plot ig.aiilst the lUes ai t liCt,ý incl
buit ils eitier i>itate, thîe toi~ s% taliil
allen ai great orall an iglî oflit;c aie sub-
jected, ib aonce again nliade iiiaîîifest. '

Tliree ai the greatest farces ai evil ini the
wot.rld ta-da>3 arc the detperatiaaî ai litnger,
greed far ahaone, ý.r.L% sng far natarict> .' the>
aire diîe diseases, dit buirai iîito thîe lmCarts
aîîd braiîs ai meii, mlaking oi tsent i îaaiacs
or vihlainis.

l\- tlîis cailîection, and nt the close ai the
year, a retrospective glatîce show~s ail ap-
palling aiiunt ai crimle agaualst lufe duriiîg
the î,ast twelve niaiîtlis-in iiîurdersý ai a
particularly violenît and repulsive ty pe, as
%%,cil as ini the epideiîîical iitumbero't ai sucides.
Nce-er' was lueé mlore liglitly cs-teeîiid aîor
mlore violently thîrust out ijîto dairkiess;
ilever wvere deeds more atraciolis perpetraied
for mîore inadequate causse. Mcin, grcedy for
iiey, djiberately planî ta takce thîe lue ai

tliose -,vlîo slîauld bc ilearest aîîd dearcst
ii order ta obtaiaî it ; mcts and %voilier, (lis-
appaiîîtcd or dislîeartcrîed, rush ilîto suicide.

It is aime ai the malst solcmin and momenit-
ous aspects of nmodernî days, titis liglît csteem
af i huaîan lufe. Is it possible tlîat the rapid
loaseiiîg ai old-time religiaus belicis lias
auglît ta do wvitli it ; tlîat a miaterial lîcîl and
tic doctrine of eternal punismnîcaît has been
ini the Vpast a %%lîolcsoii dtîcte nt * and tlmat
the dread ai saîîcitiiig airer diaat is ar re-
> t raîiaag îCest t thmase %%u ari lc go% urned
by noa higlicrla ?

'Tis wortlî vhmilc ta look iiitu the maltter.


