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Teligious Jntelligence,
AUSTRALIA.

VISIC OF TRE REV. MR. MAXILTONX TO AN ENCAMPMEXT OF TiR NATIVES.

Natiee Encampment.—~1 should havo stated that when at Dallarat |
visited an encampment of natives in the noighbouthood, and cndeavoured
Yo communicate soime ideas on religions subjects, ih as simple a form as

ible. T could nut bo satisficd, however, that 1 was at all successful
"}(’::ir knowledge of the English was by far too scanty to allow their re-
eolving oasily any religiova impressions. Afier attempting to convey
some simple idoas reapeciing Gud and thoe sending of his Son futo the
world, they pointed with tha fingers to their car, with the discouraying
romark, “ me stoophd” (stupid}, intimating they did not understapd. Fhiey
seem not altogether without religious ideas of somo kind,  From their
inability to expressthemsclves freely in what isto them afureign tongue,
it is difficult to ascertain correctly the amount of their religious notions,
and evea thon it i cqually difficult to dotermine how far theso may bo
orginal, and how far derived from intercouso with Chnistian settiors, who
in somo cascs have taken paina to teach them the word of God, They
have evidently an idea of a hereafter, amd this secmato bo general amang
them. They Imagine, * when black man die, he go up tolive with white
wman, and soon turn into white man and get plenty good”  Thiey have a
heaihenish danco which thoy call “ corroborree,” which is cvidently as-
socisted with roligious ideas.  On the oceasion of ¥ corroborree,” & great
many assemble at the now moon, and with the help of a bjazng fire, cn.

¢ in 8 barbarous dance, using the most extravagant and fantasuc ges-
ticulations, while some of tho womnen hum the notes of somo rude musie,
and boat time with their hands. The scene 1s wild amd dismal in the
extreme ; and, whether tho idea is general 1 know not, but sonie of them
imagine that their departed fricnds return and share in their sport.

The Austzalisn aatives have been an exceedingly neglected race. 1
do not mean that no efforts havo been used for their conversion.  Mis-
sionaties have labourcd smonget them in all the colonices, but from all ac-
counts with very littlo success. It is said that nnssionary labsurs are
being bestowed upon the natives in South Australia, but with what suc-
cons [ am not able 1o say. At present thero are no special missionary
offorts being put forth in Victoria, that I am aware of, in behalf of the
miserable natives. Tho Buntingdale missionary station has been broken
up, and without having effccted any aubstantial good amongst them. 1
believe it to be an ascartained fact that all the secular education which
caa be impal has no cffect in thorouglily reclaiming them frommavage
jife. I havenot heard of 2 single instance of genuine conversion having
beeu effecicd among thern.  Some of the older colonists trom Sydaey
affrma that there have been very fow, if any, real decided cases of a
chaage of heatt through the power of the Gospel. 1s it not & matter of
lamentation that & race of immortal beings like ourselves, lying prostrate
in the ruins of the fall, and capable of elevation to the diginity of becom-
ing the children of God, should have been brought into intimato conace-
tion for more thsn sixty ycars with profcssed British Canstians, and ye:
that they should never hevo felt, to any extent worth mentioming, the in-
Buence of the regenerating, transforming, and ennobling principles of the
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wonl of Gud? lustead of thie, here they are aea tace §n all their
savage manners and halute an we onginally found themi whon we it
landed on thetr shores  They sull wander about e [ndolence and
filthiness, with no othe 7 e enng than the oppessuin skin or dirty blanket,
excopting wnstanees of Buropean drese wholly or in_pant, which, while
the inanners are unchanged, only sepvo tocaricalute their persons One
has snly ts Lok to theie featursa to be  ~envineed that they are capable
of nung in the aeale of eivilization, and of seeciving the sanctifying Ins
fluenco of the (Gaspel equally with other savage tnibos whe now * know
the juyful sound " * "I's appentance, they are possoased naturally of much
ngher inteliectoal powers thanthe negro taee  Charactorisd by similat
dark completion, byt without the wouly bair, 1o thick lips, flat nose,
and retinng furohewd, many of thein have as fino intellectual countenances
as inay bo soen anmong Butopeans, and with good reason inight be sepe
posod capable of psing, through proper tralning, to the highes: intellecs
tual cminence, and through the Gospel, to the condition and character
of smnts.  Why is it that no section of tho Cheistian church hie evee
causadd 118 sympattues to flow forth on behalf of thin degraded race, peo-
moting to such decided and persevering missionary Iabours among them
as thoso of the dictinguished Moifat, of a Beainerd, or 8 Martinl  Ine
stead of this, they have been ehot like wild doge, hunted down to death
as a nuisance, taught the art of self-destrniction by means of intoxicas
ting drinks, subjected to destructivo maladies which were unknown il
the white man eame,—and wasted hy a combination of fatal instrumens
talitien ta s groag an extent that they promiso specdily to beenme extlitet,
We rab them, at least take from them, their rich agricultural Iands, their
valimsted pastares for flocks and herds, their aplendid mineral tressaree;
and their boundless gold fields, and confer upon them in retum a fow
?};uton‘; and blankets, with the speody prospect of annihilation.— Mie.
ccord.

MADAGASCAR.

Bright 4nd hopeful prospects aro now opening anew for thie heland,
Thotidings are now confirmed of tho death of thp Iate prime minisier,
onder whosge haleful influence the reigning queen ﬁld been for shy
years the pegsecutor unto death of many native converts, and rou.m ave
exterminated, had a hyly Providence permitted her, Christianity from
the country. Her late hushand, Radama, had, from the establithment of
the mission in 1&17, proved its activo and faithful friend ; but wis épared
to b its protector only cight years. Until 13335, the reigning qycen; who
succecded to the government at his death, concealed or avowed her hose
tlity to tho rehigion of Jesus, as pfi\icy for the time recpmmended ; but
in March of that yeae the fatal edict was issucd, by which the people
were fotbidden to profoss Christisnity, under pain of death, and the mie-
sionaries compelled soon after to leave the island. Dum the fifteen
yeats of thest residente, nearly 100 schools had been established, containing
4000 scholars ; and more than 10,000 children In all had receivedin them
tho elements of useful inatruction and roligious truth  Elementary books
were provided ; and many of the prncipal scholars direc¢ted their atten-
tion to tho Enghsh laoguage, and beeame familiar with the English
Scriptures. ‘I'wo large congregations were formed at the capital ; and
nearly 200 persons were admitted to the church fellowship. Preaching
stations wero established in several towns and villages; and many week
day services wero held at the dwellings of the native Christiana. Two
printing pressos wero in constant operation 5 and, bosides schiool-hooks,
not fewer than 25,000 tracis were printed and put in circulation. A dic-
tionary of the language alsp was prepared, and printed in two volumes.
But, above all, the whols of tho Scriptureshad beon transiated, corrected,
and printed, in the native language-—a language first reduced to & written
form by thie missionaries.  All this holy work was brought to a stand in
1835—tho schools shut up—the congregations dispersed—religions or-
dinsces, and even tho poescesion of the Scriptures prohibited ; and the
missionaries compelled to quit the field of so much frvitful labor and
sanguine hope. Then followed the fierce persecution, by which hun-
dreds wero degraded, hundreds reduced to siavery, and forty to fifty con-
signed to various crue] deaths. But during tho reign of terror, the spread
of the faith of Jesus, instead of being checked, inereased ; so that no less
than 5000, and probably more, have studied the Scriptures, observed the
Christian Sabbath ; and in tho mountains and cavesof Madagascar, have




