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Toronto, 72 Isabelln Streot,
Dec. 22ud, 1801,
Drar Mr. Bprron,

Since I received your note this morn-
ing I have been trying to get my confused
invoices ot gifts, etc., in somo kind of
ordor. As you know the gifts of the
Busy Workers wero sent with those of
the W, A., und are thereforo rather scat-
tored.  Our dolls, scrap books, marble
bags, work bags, candy bags and balls,
made quite a valusble addition to the
good things prepared by the Senior
Branch for Mr. Allman’s district, near
Port: Siduoy

Some six dolls and o few odd srticles
went to Mra, Try at Rossean, who, as
perhaps you know, wrote to Mis. Ben-
and, begging o few urticles for her little
band of children, who walked miles every
Sunday tv Sunday School. I am glad to
say she got about vhirty articloes, instead
of the fifteea or so she hoped for, Mrs.
Gamble's class mude np the bulk of the
parcel sent to Mra. Fry.  Tam sure there
wilt be great joy among some poor child-
ren at Rosseau.  In addition to the
dress, hood, boots, cte., sent to Mary
Bluebird, our Intwn girl in the Industrial
School at Middlechurch, near Winnipeg,
we algo sent some work bags, marble
hags, books, and a game suitable for the
Christnas tree there, a8 Mr. Bunnun
says, Indian childeen are just like any
others who look forward for months to
tho Christmas treat.

I am glad to say, too, that in the par-
col sent for Mr. Allman himself, the Busy
Workera lent a helping hand, sending
warm mittens and socks. Wehave had
twelve meelings this season, the average
attendance being 16 out of o possible 24;
the lnrgest number present being 21, the
smallest 9.

A plensing and encouraging thing bap-
pened last Saturdav.  Ona little girl, o
faithful worker last year, was and isun-
able to cotne this season, but still she did
not: forgret the children, who soldom or
nover had a Christinas treat, and sent us
a toy and a little money out of herown
carniugs, Also two othiers sent in some
toys bought by money suved out of their
own pocket monoy. This I think espe-
cially oncouraging. I am sorry tosay
these children were not those who could
bost afford to give, but were children to
whom it was real self-denial to givoup
anythiny. Do uot think I om hard on
those of richor parents, for some do of

their abundance give abundantly. Of
the money value of things sent I have
very little iden; perhaps somewherg in
the neighbornood of $29, mame or Jess.
Hoping that this will give you some
idea of the Busy Workers’ work,
I remain,
Yours sincerely,
Luenua Sairn,

P T

CHRISTMAS OFFERING,

I desire to take this op,ortunity of ex-
tending to all the congregation the good
old Christmas greetings and to wish them
every happiness ia the coming year.

Mr. Kuhring joins with me in grate-
fully acknowledging and reciprocating
the good wili and kindly consideration
expressed townrds us by your gencrous
donation of $124 (one hundred and twen-
ty-four dollars) on Xmas Day.

Muay brotherly love ever continue.
“Thanks be unto God for His unspeak-
able gift.”

——Qe——

EPISTLE OF ST. PAUL TO THE ROMANS.
(Avalysis Contisued.)

Crar, IIT.

Versks 21 1o 3l.—Under these cir-
cumstances of fatal guiltiness, is there 2
means of nercy, a wav of acceptance?
Al have sinned, and so sinned that
“there is no difference” between manand
man—in respeet, not of amount of guilt,
but of completeness of failure. TFor all
men equally, therefore, the law kas xo
ACCEPTANCE ; for its inexorable demand
is nothing less than life-long and eutire
obedience, negative and positive. Aund
meantime God, the Eternal Judge, is
fully on the side of the law; which is no
capricions demand of mere power, but
the expression of His own absolute and
uccessary holiness. Thus, then, if there
is 2 way of acceptance for man, it must
on the one side stand entirely arvanr
FROM TUE Law (ver. 21), independent (as
to its terms) of man’s obedience to the
law—because & JUSTIFVING obedience on
man’s part is now impossible; and on the
other side it must * MANTFEST THE RIGHT-
eousyess” of Him who accords aceept-
ance; it must make it plain that the
Judge, while accepting the offender, still
unchangeably ratifies, maintains and
honors the sanctity of His own Law, His
expressed Holiness.

Such & Way of Acceptanco there is;
foretold in the Old Scriptures, and now
wade actual in the Work of Jesus, the
Messiah. He, oy the Eternal Judge
Himself, is now “‘skr rorru” in the view
of fullen men as their EXPIATORY SACRI-
FICE.

.His death is that of a vicarious, or sub-:
stituted victim; a death endured because
sin (not His own, but man’s) culls for the
vetribution of death. Assuch, and as the
death of an infinitely sacred and perfect-
ly voluntary vicriy, it proves beyond
doubt that God, who ordained that death,
is indeed not indifferent to His own law.
And again, as the death of & suBsTITUTE,
it is a redemption, a ransom; for those
who obtain interest in it, it effects de-
liverance from lcgal doom, i e., Accopt-
ance Lefore God.

And lastly, the way to obtain such in-
terest is rari; sincere and direct TRUST
in the person and the work in question,
as the revealed propitiation; —Faith and
no lesgs, Faith and no move.

By this Way of Acceptance, now re-
vealed, God (1) DECLARES (Or EXPLAINS)
His RIGHTEOUSNESS in the pardon of sin,
both in the ages before the Gospel (ver.
23) and now. And (2) He * uxCLUDES
ROASTING” by transferring the element of
merit in the matter of Acceptance, whol-
ly and for ever, to the propitiatory sub-
stitute of the sinner; nothing being left
to the sinner but the act of trustful ac-
ceptance-—the net of faith,

And cven this is left to him only that
he, responsible heing, may have a con-
scious and willing part in the matter;
not with any suggestion that FAITI CAR-
RIES ANY MERIT WitH IT.  For in its
proper nature it"cannot ; and this is es-
pecially plain in this case, where Taith
is the acceplance of IMMENSE MERCY ;
and, in any view, the admission of the
idea of merit would at once negative the
‘“EXCLUSION OF BOASTING.”  But this
¢texclusion” is, says St. Paul, the direct
and proper results of ““the law (or, insti-
tute) of Faith.” These terms of Accept-
ance are, cvidently, as free for Gentiles
as for Jews. God and His procedure in
the matter alike, are One. (Ver. 30.)

31. An objection is here, in passing,
stated and negatived, snd deferred for
fuller treatment. That objection is that
such terms of Accoptance appear to vis-
PENSE IX ALL RESPECTS WITH THE Law,
Is the sinner acoepted only and absolutely
on the mecrits of the propiation, which




