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revelations? 0 f course it does, and es-
pecially, the Methodist cburcb. Do not ail
ininisters -c.ceive a pcrsonal revelation to
enter the mninistry ? Do not samci gt re.
velations to",give up a good appointnmcnt
for a poorer one, anti bave not tlhere been
cases cv'en wvbcrc a l)001 churcb bias been
exchianged for a richi one at the urgent
cali of God ? 1It is ciairned also that mnany
mon bave received personal revelations to
gxive large surns of money to the churcb,
and sonu' men diaim foi- themnselves that
they have receîved instructions to give icss
than xvas their custoni, but the authorities
ClOUl)t this. Besides, wh-at is the %veil-nigli
universai doctrine of the " witness of the
Spirit " but a îpersonal revelation of thie
fatherhood of God and our filial relation
to him ? Men in the churches have come
to believe iii the iiecessity, of a personai
revelation in this important matter; lience
manv, acting out their faith, do receive
sucb witness or revelation. To those %vho
do not believe such witness possible it is of
course impossible.

Those wvbo believe in the necessity anti
possibiiity of getting revelations in otiier
matters get themn. Many Christians can
tell wvith confidence and certainty of per-
sonai revelations received at different
epoclis in tbeir lives. Nor is tbis priviiege
and expev-ience confined to those inside
the churches-that is, to prolessed
Christians. God meets ail %viho look to
bini in confidence, wvhether Christian or
IPagan. I have beeni impresse-d %vith this
truth iately in reading " Froucle's Life of
Carlyle." 1 believe Carlyie's tremnendous
strength and force of character, as w~eil as
bis ivorld-wide influence, have tlieir origin
largely in a personal revelation î-eceived by
hirn at the beginning of bis wondrous
career.

H-Te wvas intended foir the cburcb, but
soon found that he could not honestly ac-f
cept bier doctrines. Giving up the Bible as '

historical and authoritative bowv could he h

know anytbing about God and bis relation
to hiirn? Was thiere a God at ail, and ir
there ivals, %vas lie a /c'sona/ being, taking)
an active interest in ecdi of his creaturcs?

Doubts on these great questions afflicted
Carlyle eor years. H-e called them bis
«ispiritual dragons." He describes the
workings of bis minci in " Sartor-," in the
chapters on "The evcrlasting tio," anti
"Tl'le everlasting yes." These doubts
wiere dispellcd quite suddeniy and even un-
expectedly, without i§s foiiowilng nny line
of reasoning or Iooking to any authority
ivbatever.

I-is referctcî to this spiritual expcrici ce
iii Sartor is the only part of that wvork
whichi /itcr-a/l relates biis owvn expcricncc.
An extract or two wviil reveal bis spiritual
struggies. "Doubt," he makes the PrÔ-
fessor say, "hlad darkencd into unbelief;
shiade after shade goes grimiy over you-
soul, tili you have the fixeci, starless, Tar-
tarean blacîc. To suchi reade-s as have
reflected (%vhat can be calied reflccting) on
man'3s lire and happily discovered, in con-
tradiction to much profit and Iess philoso-
1)hy, thiat soul is not synonyrnous -vitb
stomach, w~ho understand, therefore, in
our friend's %vords, that for- man's w~ell-
being faîth is properly the one ùbiing necd-
fui, liov wvith it martyrs othervise 'veak,
can cheerfuily endurd the shame and the
cross, and ivithout it ivorldlings puke up
their sick exis~tence by suicide in the midst
of iuxury ; to such it wvili be clear that t'le
Ioss of bis religious belief w-as the loss of
evcrything. Unhappy young man!..
. Is there no God then ? but at best
an absentee God, sitting idie ever since the
Èirst Sabbath at the outside of bis universe
mnd seeing it go? I-as the 'v9rd 'duty'
io meaning? is w'hat we cali duty no
livine messenger and guide, but a faise,'marthly fanaticism, made up of desire and
ear ? Thus bias the be-
vildered wvanderer to stand, as so many
ave donc, shouting question after question

:240


