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But the course of my thoughts suggested an idea,
and pulling hastily fiem 1oy pocket a tableapoon,
[ el fur § conld not sce, tho legoud swhich cone
1nined my fute.  Dut iny fingers were tremuloue @
they scemed to have lust scnsatinn—only { fun-
cied 1 did feet sometling mote than the gover-
nor’s plan mitinls,  Thero was snilalight in the
hatle " 1f T could but bring that epeon swithin its
Mumination ] All was silent; and } ventured to
dorcend etep after step—not as § had bounded up,
but with the stealthy pace of a thicl, and theo

Inte growing heavier and heavier i my pocket.
At langth | was near onongh to e, in apito of
& dimuess that had gathered over ny oyca;
and, with & sensation bf abeolute fintneas, 1 be-
deld upot the afivun an engraved ciost~the red
fight hand of a baronet,

Turept back syulu, holding by tho balustets,
farieying overy now aud then that I hieanl a door
opon behind me, nmd yet my feet no more con-
seuting to quicken their motionthav if 1 bad beon
ruuucd by a murderce in tho nightinate, [ at
cngth got intv tho room, groped for a chair, and
sat downe  No more hurry now. 0 nol thero
was plenty of timo; and plenty to do init, for [
hiad to wipo away tho pomruuuon that ran down
ny face 1n sticams. What was to bo dono?

What had 1 done,  Ob, a tifle, a mero trifle. 1
had only sncaked into a gontloman’s honse by the
arcn=window, and pocketed his tablespoons ; and
hers § was, locked and barred and bolted in,
* witting vory comfortably, m the dark and alono,
in lis deawing rom.” Very patticulutly eom-
fortable. What a capital fullow, 10 ho sure!
What an amusiug personngo} Wouldn't the
baronot Jaugh in the morming?  Would.'t ha
ark mo to stay breakfast{ And wonldn’t I euf
heattily out ol the apoons 1 had stolen? Bot
what namo 13 that? Who calisme hosecbreaker ¢
Wiio jrives moe 1 chasge I Who lugs me off by
tho neck? 1 will not sland it. [ am innocent,
exéept of breakiug into a baronet’s hnure  Tam
a gentleman, with another gentleman®s spoons in
1y puckel, I claim the protecivn ot the Jaw.
Police ! polico!

Mo vimn was wandenng, [ pressed m, hand
viwn .y wot fuichvad, to heop duwa e thick-
comt.6g fancies, and determined, for the fiest time
m mfyﬁife, to hold a deliberate consultation with
myself. ‘I was in an awkward predicament—it
was iinpossible to deny the fuct; but was there

anything roully serious in the case? Ihad un-
nestionably descended jnfo the wrong area, the
right-liand one iustead of tho left-hand ohe § but
was 1 not as diquesionably the refation—tho
distant relation—the vor{ distant reliation—of the
next-doot neighbour 7 1 hiad been four years ab-
sent from lns honse, and as there anything
mote natural than that I should desire to pay my
next visit through a sabterranean window? 1
had appropriated, it istrue, n quantity of silver-
plate th Tounc{; but with'what otlier intention
‘tould‘1’have done this than to present it tom
vory distant relation’s dangliter, and reproach
‘her with her carelessness i leaving it noxt door?
Funalfy, I was snared, caged, and tm?[\cd—-‘—dow
aud wi.dow had been boited upon e withoot
any resistance on my part—and | was nowr some
‘considerable time in the house, uasuspected, yot
a prisoner. The position was smiouns 7 but come,
suppose thie worst, that [ was actually laid hold
of ay a maleluctor, and commanded to give an
acoount of myself, Well: I \as, as aforesaid, a
distarit relation of the individial next door, 1
belonged to nobody in the warld, if not to hims 1
bdte gut an indiffereut reputation in regard to
steadiness ; dall wfter four years® absenco in a fo-
reign ngn&y, I had returned idle, pénniless, and
bbjectleas—just in time to fild an mea-windaw
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1 the faet disincily—and it was with.inexpressi-
{ blo sohef T reached st i safoly, and grasped the

|"the Adelphi in the
I-daring litle dog

plate lying belind it, within sight of tho sticet,

Tlus self-examination was not encovraging
tl.o care waa dccidcdl{ queer; and as | sat thns
Eomlc"ng in the datk, with the spoon 1n my

and, 1 am quite suro that no maletactor in #
dungeon could have envied ny seflechions, In
{act, the evildence was «o dead agairet e, that
1 begun to donltmy otrninnoceuve, What waa
1 here for if my intentions hud teally twen hon-
o 1 Wh;’ ehould | desite 1o como into any
mdividual’s arca-window aratead of the door 7
And hot came it that all this silver plate had
fourd ita way into my pockets? I was angry as
well as tereified s 1 wae judgo and criminal in
ono ¢ but the inatincts of natare yot tha better of
my scheo of justice, and I roas auddonly upto
asceitain whather it was not possible to get fivm
the window snto the street,

As Imoved, however, the horrible beoty T had
1 my pockets moved hkewieo, nppearing to me
to ahriek like a score of tianda ** Police | Police '
anl the noxt instant 1 hoard n quick foolstep
ascending tho stuir.  Now was the fatal momnent
como! I was on v feet; my oyes upon the
door ¢ my hands were alenched 3 the perapiration
had dried auddenly apon my akin; and my
tongue clave v the toof of my mouth. But the
fooletap, accompznied by a gleam of light, pas-
sod-=passed 5 and from very weakness 1 sat
down agai, wuh a dreadful indifferonco to the
surenms of the plate in my pockets,  Presently
theie were moie foutsteps along the hall § then
voices ; then drawing of bolis nnd creaking of
locks $ theu utter darkness, then mlence—~last-
g, terrible, profuund.  The houre had gone to
bed § the house would quickiy bo asleep ; it was
tune to be up and deing,  But first and foromos,

| T mnst ot nid of the plate.  Withoot that hide-
| ons corpus delicti, 1 shouid have rome chance. |
t most, at atl hezacds, creep down anto the hall, |
find my way to the lower regions, and raplacy

the accarsed thing where I found it. It required

nerve to attempt this; but I was thorovghly |
wound up; aud after aliowing a reasonable ime |
to elaps®, to give mny encmies a fair opportunsty |
Vof falting asleep, I set out upon the udventure. ,
The door creaked as I wentout; the pinte grates
agamst my very soul as | descended the steps;

but slowly, stealthuly, 1 crept along the wull,*
and at length found mysolf on the level fluor.
There wan gu; one dooron that side of the hall,
the door which led to the aren-room—I recollect

knob in oy hawl. The knob turned—but the
oor did not open: it was loched; it was my
fate to be a thuef; and afler 2 moment of now
dismay, I rurned again dogaedly, reached the
stair, aud re-entered the apariment 1 had left,

It was liko- getting-home. It was snug and
private. I had a chair there waiting me. 1
thought to myself that many a man would take
a deal of tronble 1o break into such a‘house,
had only sneaked. I wondered Low Jack Shep-
kerd falt on sueh oreasions. T had seep Lim at
Eereob of Mrs. Kreeloy, sdd 2 |

e was, Je would make
‘nothing of getting -down 1010 the strcet from the
windows, epoons and all. I tned tus; tho
shutters were not even closed, and the “sash
noving neiselessly, I'hud no ditfienliy in raiting
it. 1steppedont into thé ‘balcany, nnd lodkeil
‘wver.  Nothitig svas to be sden but a'black snd
yawning guif beneath, guarded by the imagwary
spikes of ananvisble ratling, « Jack woull have
langhed at thtis difficaity ; but then_he hait more
experience il the craftthan I, and wWus provided
with all nécessary appliindes. As Jor e, [ haa
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open in the dusk of the evening, and a heap of

stupidly forgotien cvén my coil of rope. The
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govearnot’s house, [ fomnl, hind either no balcony
al al), or N was 100 far apait 1o be reached,
Presentis © heard a fouistep on the froftair, a
lttle way offi It was appreaching with slow
and mrasared pace : the perann was w: lking ay
calinly aad geavely m tha mght asf 18 had been
bread day.  Suppoee 1 harted tins plulosophieal
etranger, and confided to him in a rigndly way,
the fact that the barvact, without the shghtea
provocatien, had locked we uj ju his hicuse, with
lus rilver spoons i my pocket?  Lerhaps hg
would advize me what to do In the predicamera.
Verhaps he would take the trouble of knsekin

at the doore ar coying fiso, and wiien the servanyg
opened, 1 tmight rush ont, and 50 make my es.
cape. Bal while I was lovking wisttully dowy
to #00 3f 1 could not discein the walking figure,
which was now under the windows, asadden
glaro fram tho spot duzzled my sight. §1 wag
tho luli’s-eyo of a policem.nn; aml with the .
stinct of a predatuty chatacter, 1 abrunk back
trembhing, urept nfo the rvom, and shut e
window.

Bythis timo I was sensiblo that there \was a
little confusion in my thougntay and by way of
ompluying tiven on praciical and useful oljecte,
1 dotesmiiad to mako « tousi of the room. ™ Bu
first st was pucessary to get fid, svmehow or
other, of my plunder—to plant the propesty, as
we call it and with that view I lnid 1t carefutly
picce by pieco, in the curner of a safa,; and cone
cealed it withthe cover. Tlue was u great sehiof,
[ almost began to feel like the injured patty—
more like a caplive than a robber; and L groped
my way thiough the roomn, with a sort of vagus
idea that 1 might porhaps stuinble gpon some
trap-door, or shding panuel, which would fead
wtv We open air, of at worst, 1o a secret cham«
ber, where I should be aafe for any given vum.
ber of years from my persceutom.  But thers
was nothiug of the kind in this stern, prowaic
place: uothing bLut a few cabinets and tables,
and couches,” and armechaws, and conunon
chaira, and dovolivial cliairs § atud footstan)s and
lamps, and statuettes, and  glass-shades, and
kutck-knacks ; amd ono elabuieto guandole huny
sound wath erysial peisms, Which played soch as
miterminable tene against cach other when |
chauced to mbve them, that { elombled away as
(nat as [ could, and enbeided into a Sauteuil so
rich, so deep, that 'felt myseil ywal'owed up,
as it were, in its billows of swan’s down.

How long T had beea in the hwoko by thie
fime, 1 cannot tell. It scémed to me, whei |
looked buck, to forin d_considerable portion of a
bfetimé. ladeed, I did not very well rémember
tlid more distant eveats of the night; althongh
every now and then the fact acéurred to me Wwith
staftling distinetness, that all-I had gone through
was only prelimunary to something sull Yo liap-
pen; and ‘that the mormng Was to come, tho
fumily to be astir, and the "house-braaker to be
apprehended, n'fy réfleciions wero not continne
gus. Tt may be that T dozéd betweon whiles.
How else ¢an I nceount for my sfeehng mysslf
grasped 'by e throat, to the very brnk of suffo-
cation, by a hand witheot a budy 7 How else
can J accouut fur -sister Laura standing over me
whese I reelinéd,-pointing to the-stolen plate on
tlig sofa, and lecturing ma on my hornble pro-
potisities till slie grew black -in the face, und her
voice rose to a wild wnearthiy soream which
piesced through my brain ?

When this fancy oceurred, 1gtarted-from my
secumbent posture. A voice was actually in
my earg,.and a Jiving form befure niy eges: a
Jady sjoad contemplating o witha half-sErean
on hes lips, and'the colonirfadipg from her chiéek;
anil 2y T woved, she wotld have fillen 1o the



