
and, therefore, in an inferior degree, the visible cliurch of Goý
"bis people," under Christ "l the I-Iead."**

The TfINRD kind of election is personal election o r the
election of individuals to be the children of God, and the heirs
of eternal life. $ e e

The individuals properly called "the elect" are they who
have been made partakers of tho grace and saving efficacy of
the Gospel. IlMariy," says our lord, "are called, but few
chosen. "

What true personal election is, we shall find explained in two
clear passages of Soripture. Lt is explained negatively by our
Lord, where hie says to bis disciples, "I have chosen you out
of the world :" it is explained positively by St. Peter, when hie
addresses bis first Epistie to the Il elçct, according to the fore-
knowlodge of God the Father, throughi sanctification of the Spi-
rit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of iJesus." To
be elected, therefore, is te, be seperated from ilthe world, " and
to be sanctified by the Spirit, and by the blood of Christ.

It follows, then, flot only that election is an act of God done
in tirne ; but also that itis subsequent to the administration of
the means of salvation. The Ilcalling" goes before the -"elec-
tion ;" the publication of the "ldoctrine of t'lie Spirit," and the
atonement, caled by Peter Ilthe sprinklirig of' the blood of
Christ, before that of "sanctification" throughi which thev be-
corne 'the elect" of Ûod. *

We have no suchi doctrine in Seripture as the elect Ion of
individuais unto faillh ; and it is inconsistent wvith several pas-
sages which expressly speak of personai electign.

cMany are caled, and few chosen." In this passage we
must understand, thiat the many who are callcd, are called to be-
lieve and obey the Gospel, or the calling neans nothing ; in
other words, they are not called. * ': And if the election be,
as is plain from the passage, consequent upon the calling, then
it can men nothing else but the choosing of those Ilfewv" of the
91many," who, being obedient to the "ccalling," had previously
believed and obeyed, into the true church and family of God,
iwhich is the pro per and direct object of person alel1ection. e

Let this notion of personal, election ituto faith, be tested also
by another passage, in which, like the former, personal election
is spoken of : « I have chosen you out of the worid. " (John xv.
19.) **Here the personal electingo act is a choosing, out of
the %vorld, a chocosing, manifestly, into the number of Christ's
disciples, which no marn is capable of without a previous faith;
for the very act of becoming Christ*s disciple wvas a confession
of faith in him.

A third passage, in which election is spoken of as personal,
is 1 Pet i. 2. Flore obedience is not the end of election, but of
the sanctification of the Spirit ; and both are joined "1with the
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