
THIE GOSPEL TJUIBUNE. Ici

The letter wvbich. wv propose to givo in our prescnt
number, iz principally devoted te a sketch of the for-
mer traditiono of' the Karens :

IBefore I p"oceed to relate any partienlars re-
gardingr the progress of the gospel among tlie Karen
tribes ;n Pegu, it will lie better to give your readers
sonp z;count of the position Nvichl these people oc-
cupy among the I3urmese, as ver>' few, I fear, know
bow wideiy theso races difl'er, or tho astouishing
facts concerning the KCarens, which scem to stamp
ibieni as a people set apart by God to prepare the
way for tho advancement of bis kingdomn in that
land.

"lFroin the sources of the Irrawaddy and Salween
rivers, in spurs of the Hlimalaya range. te Bassein and
t'le most soutliern corner of the Tenasserim pro-
vinces, the Karens are found in aimost ever>' district
of w'hat ivas once the Burinan empîre,-soinetimes
very thinly scattered, semetimes, and especiali>'
sîcong the meuintains, in tribes of considerablej
strength. The>' are aise found in Siamn, thougli very
littie is known of their position in that country, and
1 have latel>' read the report of an American I>rotest-
nnt missionary in China, stating that far in the in-
terior lie lad discovered a race of men bearing gret
resemblance te thc Karens in physicai features and
customns, and especiali>' in their eligion. Their ex-
istence on the banks of the great rivers, and in
chains of meuntains ail running southward from the
borders of Tliibet, would indicate (what is general>'
supposed to lie the case) thant they originaily camne
from that country; and hence it is thouglit b>' some
wlio have studied the question, that these sccds of
trutli contained in their traditions, and whicli are
evidently of bibical enigin, reached theni in reniote
sges fromn Nestorian missionaries, wlio are known te
have found their way deep into Central Asia, and te
haro been the means of converting te their faith
alinost wliole nations, of wliose existence scarceiy a
tradition survives.

"lDeep is the mystery involving the past history of
tbe Karens, but that wvbicli makes it te the Christian
a problein of thc higbcst interest is their religion. It
is eetirely traditional; the>' have ne wnitten language,
ne priests, ne temples ; they have ne goverament
among thecie, wvhich miglit have lent its support
te the existence of their simple faitli ; and yet that
f.ith lias surrived for unknown ages îtmong a pour,
ignorant, and oppressed people, wlio know net wlience
they rcceived iL, and is as supenior te that of the Most
enlightened heutlheu nations of the past, as niglit is
frein day ; for the majesty and licliness whicli it
astribes te Qed, and the purity of the moralit>' whicli
it prestrihes te men, make it second te ne religion
whieli lias ever been tanglit ou earth except that of
Jeius Christ.

"Promn a ver>' interesting littie volume, called 'The
Karen Apostie,' 1 extract tlie following translations
of a few of the traditions preserved among theni,
whucli wiil give your readers some insiglit iLeo thoir

Ged is unchangoable, etereal.'
"lie was in the begiening of tlie world.'
"'Qd is perfect in evcry meritorions attribute.'

0' my children and grandciildren 1 The eartb
ii the treading-placo of the feet of Ged, and heaven
is the place wliere lie sits; lie secs ail things, aed we
are manifest te lim. Qed is net far off ; lie is among
us. île lias only scparated biniself frein ns by a
singile thickness of white ; cidren, it is because
men are net upriglit that the>' do net sec God. The
face of Qed is said to shune continually, like the rays
cf the sun; and the wicked dare net, look straiglit at

Il'('God created licaven aed ecrtli; ho created thie
Sun, the moon, thie stars.'

"' 1Ho crear.ed, again, mian. And of what did lie
croate man ? He created inan at first frein the eartli-

"'l e created a woman. Ilow did ho create e
wvoman ? He took a rib eut of the inan and created a
wvoman.

"'le crcatcd, agrain, life. IIow did lie croate le?
Father Qed said, in respect te ni>' son aed daugliter,
1 love thon; 1 wili give tliem my great life. lIe took
a little of bis life, breathed into the nostrils of the
tîvo persens, aed tliey came te life, and wiere real
liuman beings.'

1,The traditions describe niinntely, and correctl>'
as te tlie main points, tlie temjptation nnd faîl of our
first parents, as aise the cerse whicli is brount upon
tlieir race :

Il'O children and grnndechildren 1 becanse in the
heginng nian ate the fruit of the tree of deatli,
poison descends te us, and ive aIl die.'

IlWitli tlie exception of tlie fourth conmmandient,
tlie wlioie of the moral law is containedl iii tlieir tra-
ditions, and these bave, moreover, the following pre-
cepts, tvhicli enpatliically stamp thir faitli with
divine eng-in

0' chuldren and grandchildren 1 do net lie fond
of quarrelling and disputing, but love ecl other.
Qud in beaven iooks down upon uis, and if uc do not
love each othier il is the .same am if ive did net love Cod.'

'OIl1 chiidroe aud grandchuldree 1 if a persen in-
jure yen, let lin do what lie wishes, and bear ai
tlle sufferinga lie brings upon you witli humilit>'. If
au enemy persecute yent love 1dm îvitit the heari.'

Il, 0 chidren and grandcldrcn 1 the road that
ieads te heaven is a track scarcel>' discernibie, but
the rond that gees t e l is ver>' great.'

IlTlie above are a feiw of the man>' traditions of
the Karens, contained in thc littie wvork alluded te,
whiclh prove liow pure must have been thc founidation
frin wliicl their faith originaily flowed ;it is ail the
more singular, therefore, tliat describing Qed as a
being of infinite lieliness, justice, and love, and man
as a siener, doomed te wvratli unless bce can please
God, tliese traditions sliould stop short, as it ivere,
with tlie utterance of trutlis se momentous, and fail
to deciare tlie oni>' trutli wantîngc te harmonise tIem,
the grandest trutli in ail revelation,-tliat 'lun this
%vas manifested the love of Qed toivard us, because
that Qed sent lis only beloved Son into tlie ivorld
that we YnWît live Mhrough hini!

"lBut wlio sball dispute tIc wisdam of the Most
Hligli in bis dealings 'witli men ? WitI a littie lesa
of thc trutli tlian their traditions centain, the poor
Karens miglit have sunk te the lowest level of
bumanit>', iiges age. and lest aIl traces of it ; witî a
littie more, they migît have made sucli progrcss as
te attract tIe jealous>' of tir Burmese oppressers,
and witlî it, before tliey %vero strong enougli for suc-
cessfnl resietannî, a persecutien whicli might have
cruphc-: .jeai as a peop)le for ever.

Il'1Father Ged' (as tliey tee love te rail hum> gave
tli just that amount of liglit which lis infinite
wisdom, deomed sufficient te preserve tIen from tlie
idolatry aboundingeverywhere in the land, cnd liav-
ing scattered thon. tironghout its lengthi ced breadth,
maietained thein there as witnessc's for hiniseif, tLI
the tino sliould come wîen tIc>' werc te lie emî)loyed
as bis evangelists, te prepac the wvay for thc preadli-
ieg of the cr05;ý sot ouI>' te their poor despised
brethren, but to, their once Icugît>' and cruel op-
pressors.

IlSome of thoir traditions relate that ini ancient
tines tlie Karens enjoyed the favour of Q0 d, but lest
it on accotant of thecir wickedness whec the books etl


