
irje14mt anb lottrfççn rxctotb.

ed rnotler fiai- silc 'iili see lier Son (lie.
lier boni-t siuks withiu lier. Sic is in deep
distrcss.

V. 17-fltt the Cod wlto, had eharged
Abrahiam to seuil lier away wns waielîing
over lier, and now iii lier trouble hie apeaks
to lier words of coifort . lGod liath licard
tic voice of thie lad wlicre lie is. God lias
not uejected iiliii. Isaac is preforred, but
Mslniael sbruil flot lie forgoîîcn."

Vv. 18, 19.-- D)o flot give ivay to de-
op,ndoucy-. Go bnlp T-our boy aad I witI
flot onty jireserve liini ative luit mako ita
tiie'rogCiiitor of a nlation." And now that
#he i.0 clicerci aîîd uroiîscd to exert lier on-
orgies, tîclolîl a roviving spring , or iveit of
water, iii the dcscrt, whiî itelî liad fhited
to perreive. Codu i perpet-aaiiy opening
for us andi reveaiing to tus welis of living
water, atîd consolation for us in oui- dis.
tress.

Vv. 20, 21 .- Coti prolone:ed his lufe,-
gave;hirn sticuigtlu. lie dwc-it in the Wilder-
ncss and becanie ali archer. llc flot only
lived ia shiat wv!dteriess ivlierc lus mottier
thotight lio muý;t die ; lbut tie founded a na-
tioniviili liasi liveul there ever since, and
the sameness of thîcir i-ustoils may lie trac-
ed.in the sinmple record, lis not/uer look lfm
n. wife.

LE 55oNq.

1, Tho chînicli, or chbildi-en of promise,
Mnay expert persecuition. It is a part of
tueur portion on oui-ti.

2. God wiil (leliver ]lis people from thoir
Persectutors, ami birin.-theiîcn to the heritage
wbicb hoe lias proiniscul ttit.

3. Lot uis hieware of teing satisfied with
an outivarti (-onucetitn with tue family of
God,-witi a ilesi-eut frota picus parents,
or participation in sacramnual observances.
The Jews ]lave heen cast oi11 and tue Gea-
tules have corne te occipy tue priviieges of
Abrabarn's liouso. Tie*'hast shall bo fi-st
and the tii-st las-..

4. In the wildorness, and in hungyer,
thirst and distress, tic Lord eau and wil
proride.

DOCTRiNE TO BU~ PuOVED).
Believer., in Christ are the truc chijidren

of God. John i. 1-2, 13 ; Gai. iii. 26, aIse
iv. 28 ; i John iii.. i.

TiILRD SABIIATII.

SenjEer : The trial of .cVraham. Gen.
,udii. 1-19.

'V. I.-After tiiese thiings -the rnany
triais Oxîîeriencod anud the frequent proofs
(if fldelity gi von-Gd <>id tultuit Abrahama.
In the sehîsc of excitiug te sin, God tompts
DanO n Janmes i. xiii. Thiis is the uvork
Of sataui1, of donions.- anîl of had mon. Ia
thpe seilse of puiuîilg prililîles anîd profeu-
'iOas te tue t-Ost, God does tîy men, anîd

this is liere the mninig of tompt cod
tried lus people iii thc idree Deut.
xiii. a. lie tried Ilezekiahi. 2 Citron.
xxxii. :31.

V. 2.-Abirahatn's trial wns extraordi.
nary. No sîîcb roinmanti from God te a
father was givcn bcforc or since. 'Flic coma-
mand was to oflhr Isaae in saE rifico, flot; a
servant or stratîger, but lis son-not a son
merely, bu.tt Isaîwi, the child oi Sarah, most
tcnderiy boloveul - the chili! of promise,
given aifter long e.x.pecttion-thoC sou of
lus oid Pge, the ('tuwn of his hiopcs. 'Nor iti
ho0 tO (lie liv a Visitation of Cod, hie must
die ly tbe sýtroke of bis bcîovedl and toving
father. Whart eleinents cf angîush are in-
volved in thi-z coninmnud' ! WlVbat difficultici
arise to view, forbiîtding Min to do what.
was in itself and iust cvcr appear te the
friends aîîd cncîrnics of truc religion so i-e-
Volîing and unniatur-al

V. 3.-lc preouuîrcs to obcy. lie inakes
haste. lic lirst of ail satisis hiînsotf that
the conu-nand wvas divine. Assurcd of this
hoe knows tiuat it h.i right, ani thorefore lie
willi not consuit wîtb dfesb and bWood, but
with a stern will, hrings ali bis natural and
tender affeetions into suhujissiou to the
mind of God. lic rails his servants early,
and without discbosing bis awful mission to
Sarah, lic takes the road.

V. 4. - FromliuBersheba to 'Moriah,
whither Abrahani ivas dirccîed, inay ho
stated at ti-o îi:îs journey. But it ivas on
the third day thiat Ab)r-.haîn sigiîted the
place. Ilis trial w as aggravatod by the tirne
thus givon for reflerion, aind for aIl the
tender affections of bis nature to make
theînselves ftt. Yet lic goos forward.

V. 5-lioý wouid tc alone, anti subjeet
to no interférence from hit. scrvants. Ilin
language is reinarkable. "~ and the lad
will go forward and worship, and corne
again,"--cequivalent to say, Wc wvill corne
again. Did hoe expect that lie ivould truiy
offer Isaace? We eau scarceiv doubt tbat
hoe did, but lh ad taith to belici-c riat hoe
wouid flot pieristi, amid that even if lie sliould
die God shouid i-aise bita up and fultit bi$
promise of posterity throug bhita. Heb,
xi. 17-19.

Vv. 6-8.-Wluat a toîîiiuxîî.g dialogue is
is this! l low keeniv îuust the faitît and
tender love of Abrahama have heeîi tried by
tlîat question frota lui goutte aiid loving
son, toiling patiently under the ioad of
Wood on whieh uIl victini wuas o lie laid.
The fatiier's rvpiy scerms to have heoîî pro.
plîctie and proviidcd for lus wouui(ed Iiears
hy the Spirit oif the Lord.

Vv. 9, 1.-lui these verses we ]lave the
trizîi)i of faith coinplote. It was now not
oîly begrun buit ji"rfecrd: (t) lie gave up
bis soli in lieart froin the tii-st, and propared
foi- the jotirney (2> lic set ouît and ti-avelled
for days to reaî-h tie destieti plae ; (3) lie
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