
ta have a 'comnprehiensive view of the case, meni must take in ail
biis othier utterances coiîcerning- it. Thle recognized rule in the
explanation of the statute is tliat -%ve should expound it ail in the
lighlt af wliat is called the interpretation clause, and wvhenever
wve have a universal terni by itself iii onc place and have it re-
pcated in the sanie connection Nxith certain qualifications, in
other plat.es, we are ta understand it as being alwvays so condi-
tionet' in thiat cannection.

Nowv ta ic universal terni hiere ernploved there arc sanie very
important conditions attaclîed els--where, and in the liglît of themi
must tlîis promîise be initcrpreted. Thîus it is said by James,
"Yc ask and ve receive not because ve ask arniss, that ye. nay

consume it upan vaur lusts,' anîc agrain, "But let liii ask in
faith natlîing, waveringi ; far lie tlîat waveretli is as a wvave of
the sea driven bv the wind and tossed." Ta tlîe saine effeet are
tie Saviour's own -wa.rds, Il Therefore I say unto 'rau wvlat
tlîin«s saever ye desire wvlîen ye pray believe tlîat ve reccive
thern and ve shahl have tlieni." More important still is tht-
qualification in the wvords, "l If 'e abide in mie and nîy words
abide in you \'e shahl ask what ye wvill and it slîall be donc unta

*vou. And agyain in the Old Testament, - Deliglît thyscîf also
in tie Lord and lie shiah give thîce tlîe desire of tlîine lîeart." And
in the inîmediate neiglîborhaod of anc of tlîe universal passages
already quoted, is thtc following: "And w~lien ye stand praying

* farrive if ve have aughît against anv, that v'our Father also, who
is in hîcaven, mav forgrive yaur trespasses ; but if you do not
fargi ve, neithier w'ill your Fatier wvhiich is in hicaven forgive
yau r trespasses." Moreover, it cannot be forgotten thiat in the
Bible itself thiere is the hîistory of prayers offered for certain
thiingyS vhîich tlîe suppliants did not receive. Thîns, David
fasted and wcpt and prayed for thc hife of lus little child, but the
chiild died ; whîile Paul desired thiat luis thorn in tie flesh miglît
bc taken froni ii, and received an answver, indeed, but yet flot
the very thing whuich lie requestcd. From ail thîis, thon, it is
evident that the universal promise is ta be understoad as quali-
fied by sonme indispensable conditions w'hich cannect themiselves,
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