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History of the Plough,

THE firat pluugh is supposed tu have been the rudo
branch of a tree, cut so as to bave a cleft end, the
point of ihich, dragged along the surface of the
ground, scraped a furrow, into which the seeds wero
thrown. It soon occurred to tlie lusbandman that he
might relievo bis own labour by yoking an animal
to the long arm of this primitive Instrument; thon
arose the ncces.ty for a handle, afixed te the back,
so that the plotgh might be guided. Tho strength of
tho animal soo- woro away or broko the ciet of the
branch, and this necessarily gave rise to the inven
tion of means te ataching r. moveable share, first of
wood, next of stone, copper or iron, worked ta a
share adapted te the cutting of furrows. so as to
avoid the excessive labour tram the ploughman s
baving to lean upon the plouglh with bis weight to
press it into the carth. Just sncb an inplement as
these conjectures ladicate was used by the Saxons.
Somae of the facts connected with the plough are
almost incredible. In Ireland there ùnco prevailed
a custom of " ploughing by the borse's tail." The
draught.pole was lashed to the tail of the horse, and
as no harness was employed, two men were neces-
sary, one te guide and press the plough, the other te
direct the horse, which ha did by %valking backvards
berore thie iniserable animal, and bcatiag it c.a tbe
bead on cither aide, according te the direction re-
quired. This custor prevailed for a considerable
time, In spite of a law vhich was passed in the early
part of the seventeenth century, imposing severe
penalties upon persons found guilty of "plou;hing
by the borse's tail," as in the act nentioned and de
scribed. From "Rcv. Cxsar Otway's sketches In
Erris and Tyrawley," it appears that that barbarous
practice lingered In the remote west of Ireland as
lato as the year 1740. And from a paper " On the
breed of horses in Scotland in the Ancient Times,"
printed in the first volume of the Transactions of the
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, we find it in that
country as late as the year 1792.

The ExteDB101 Of Flai aultur' .

To the Eilor of THE CAÂDA FAnmsn:

Sm,-IT was with much pleasure I read the letter
of your correspondent from the County of Grey, on
this subject in your second issue of October. Iis sug-
gestions are of great value, and wortby of gencral
consideration with a view ta their adoption. Fiax
culture cau lie generally extended in Canada by
forming local sociations or companies, under the
Joint Stock Company Act, whose fuanctions would b
te distribete seed to the farmers, erect Scatching

Mills, and engage te purchase tha crop from them at stand tie sperities of the elimate, I bave no doubt
remunerativo prices-tho subsequent conversion of it ivill recciro the attention and carcrul cultivation
the crop being entirely managed by the cempanies. of a large portion o: tha farming community. If your

I have heard that it Is in contempla&tion to fon a readers will take the trouble to turn over the pages
company in Toronto upon tbis plan ; but tbera is no of Tr F.orEn and read a statisticalreport of the Ag-
reason why other cump.nies should nut be furmed in grcuiltural productions of Upper Canada as given by
counties and even townships. There ls roum enough Col. Juhnstun in bis excellent address at the close o!
for all i and no fear of over-growing flax. England is tlie late Provincial Fair at Hamilton, I thlnk tbey
now paying seven millions sterling ta foreign coun- Nili acknowledge that the -sons of thesoil," .s a
tries for the raw riaterial, and wou' Ipay asîmuchinore chla, are far from being a "I lazy" set of men.
if it could bo had. Thero is no practical liriit to lie A PAR1ER.
linen trade, except th supply ot' the rair material. Port Oshawa, Dec. 20, 1804
Thero need bc no apprehaension that cotton .ill dis. -

place lax. Linen Is being cheapcned by nianu- SAw :crsus Crorrsn WooD.-As the value Of
factured processea and mechanical improvements, wood i imcreasing, It becomes important te preparo
and cotton can never bc purchased at the lowr prices it f.,r ma.ket in the must cconomical manner. Thera
to which the slavo labor of tne Siutbern States re. is mucli wasth of chips In chopping cord.wood, and
duced it in ihe Briti4h market. The w-ar in the besides that, a cord of wrood is worth more and ivill
United States will never terminato except by the ex.
tinction oûfslaverý. Now là the upî.,iunity for the
Canadian farmr, and .ll otLers, in.e. sed in promot-
ing the welfare of tie country, to p àîh ferwarj the
fax interest. There is no mystery i. flix growing ;
but ta thso seeking information, eithl r in the culture
or with a view te the firmation oi 1 al associations.
assistance will be readily faîrnished oa application te
Box 143, Toronto. rLAX3AN.

Toronto, 29th Nov., 1804.

Why Hedges are Scarce in Canada,
Ta the Editor (f TiHE C.NADA FnMER :

Sm,-In your issue of Nov. let, your corrcspondent
"fH.P.H.,"in his zeal for" Iledge Plant-." and anxicty
tc sec the farms of Canada divided by "ledge
Roîs" with sone kind of shrub of whi, b, I think, he
limself bas but very lnipericct concepuons, de-
nounces the vhole class of f.rmers as being "ton
lazy and too short.sigled to give the subject atten-
tion." To pronounce such an opprobrious opinion on
the farmers of Canada is, I think, going a little too
far, and is -hat they do not as a class de. erve.

Although numerous experiments have been made
with different plants, jtcre lhas net ben une fount
yet, <bat I am avare of, that bas been considercil
worthy of general cultivation for that purpose. What
the White Wllow may do as yet, we are unabletosay.
The Osage Orang'e, about which there was sncb a cry
a few years ago, bas proved to be too tender. Even

the hedge-row thorn plant of the old country," as
"I. P. ." denominates it, and which ha says is
"above all othera" for that purpose, though it Las
been cultivated in scvcral places in Canada by " con-
petent hands" Las been eut down by wholesale in
some situations by the inclemency of a single winter.
Any person may bave a demonstrative proof of this
tact by visiting some farms in the neighbourbood of
Newmarket. Whenever thero is a plant introduced
Into Canada that mUll mnko a gnnd hedge and wi.h.

go further, eut with a saw, tan if cut with an axe.
In chopping a tre two fect 'hrougb, there is a wasto
of m,)re ian six out of et cry forty feet in reducing
it to four fect lengths. Were the saine trc cut by a
saw, tie waste would be only seme two and a.balf
inche Wood-sawing machint can now bo had et
no groat cost, adapted to the same horse-power as
drives the threshing-macbie ; and farmers w-ho at-
ready own such barse-powers, woul. flad it to their
interest, if they have timber to spare, and a wood
market near, te supply themselves with a saw.mill.
TLu saving iii thie wood la snrel3 an item worthy
consideration, but in addition te <hai. machine labor
la clicaper <ban hand labor. la the c-inter seait,
<lera are many spare days when the <cams might be
advantageously employed in wood-cutting for the
inarket, as well as for the family supply.

Woon Snrrr.t .- A little commonseise piiloso-
phy notild f. litate the.î operation very frequently.
Everybody knows or ought to know, that tree. In.
crease in size by the deposit of a layer of sap
between the bark and body of the tre, which sap
ch-anges te wood. One such conceatri layer or ring
is formed every year. Now it is casier to separate
these layers thau it is te split across them. The for-
mer method is called " splitting slab-fashion," the
latter " splitting through the beart." Although thero
is no perceptible difference in splitting some kinds of
irood, yet every one can see that la barniony with
the law f wood growth, splitting "slab-fashion" will,
as a geiieral rule, ba the casier way.

RoOTs AND THEmR MoUT.-A correspondent of the
Valley .fhrmer very woc observes, that roots. even
the finest of them, bave moutbs, intended to cat
and drink, and therefore they ought ta he abun-
dantly supplied with food and moisture. These
mouths cannot talk ; if they could, how often tbey
would complein that they are left without appro-
priate supply. The soil should ba enriched. an as te
be a well-illed storehouse whience the roots of planta
can draw what thny need.


