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Work for July—August.

The month from July 15 to August 13 is the month of
Canadian farmers.  In it come the haymy and the harvest,
the latter crowdinyg the farmer so closely that sometimes
it has to be allowed precedence.  When this oceurs, it is
bad in many ways, Hay should be ent before the seed
is formed, and the stalks have hecome woody and lost
their nutritive clements. ‘The forming of the seed, too, ex-
hausts the land to  greater estent than is geneally
helieved.  The eailier the hay is cut, the longer the time
allowed for the growth of the aftermath and the better will

as the weeds have started, manure, plongh, harrow and
roll. .

Feed your working cattle and horses liberally and with
sound food. A handful of corn-meal or oatmeal stivred in
their water will he as acceptable to them as to yourself.

For your own drinking in the field, cold coffee or tea,
the former preferably, are better than aleoholie stimulants
of any kind. A handful of oatmeal in the drinking pail is
now widely recognized as a good thing to work upon.

Advantage should be taken of spare moments and
showery days to put the barns and granariesin trim for
the storage of the new crops.  Rats and mice and such
small deer shonld be hunted out and exterminated,  Pre-
cautions shonld e tahen against the grain weevil.  Seald
the wood-work with hot water and then wash with a
whitewash made with caustic Inne.

At this time of the year, life becomes a burden to the
sheep from the presence of 1ts enemy, the gadolly. A\ band
of tar across the face will proteet the poor animals from

much torture both now and when the larvae of the tfly are}
be the protection to the roats of the grass during the , developivg.  The maggot-fly = also around, and is as per-|
coming winfer. 1t 1 had palicy to pasture sheep or cattle | tinaceous and dangerons an enemy as the gad, It secks tol

on the aftermath, as the rooty of the plants are compelled |, deposit 1ts pnogeny m sorled wool on the rump of the sheep.

to throw out new fueders ¢

away.

o enable them to send up fresh i Wounds made by the shears are also selected. By tarving|
leaves in the place of those which have been eaten or eut jover the abraswons, mmt by keepmg dibgent wateh over!
the sheep, and extermmatig the ** blows” where found, |
Farmers differ on the suiject of the right time to cut [ with some ot the washes prepared for the purpose, losst

timothy, the general opimen banyg that 1t should be cut { from maggots may he avouded.

while connnyg into bloxsom, v lule some are equally postin e

It iy o good plan to divade the pastures with a temporary,
i

lzee page 123 this issue] that it should be allowed to{fence, so as to allow one part to1ceuperate while the stock

got ripe.  Common sense would indicate that grass in-

tended to be converted into hay, should be cut before the jconnmg short, the amuals go marching about, mibbling
seed forms, as immediately on the seed be ng formed the }ll(!l‘l.' and there, doing a great deal of damage and  secarin
stalks undergo a change and become eomparatively value- | very hitle provender
1t should he semembered that on no account should | that will test the arrangements for watersupply.
timothy be cat below the second joint of the stalk. It will | want the best of water and free aceess to itz espeeially so
be observed, on examination, that timothy has two kinds | with milch cows,

less.

of roots, bulbous and fibrous
be cut helow the joint hefore the tuber has matured, the
plant will certainly die.

the nibbling of the bulh by hopses or sheep, that much of | replaced and staked nwre tirmly,

the dying-out of timothy is owing.
its bulb before entting, timothy may be eut closer.,

have a catehiug time for haying or harvest, or both,

i

are grazing upon another.  Otherwise, upon the feed be-

ree

hts tume of the yenr 1s the season

. In the orchand, the nenly-planted trees should be seen

It is to this low cutting, and to [to,"and, if moved from position by wind-storms, should be

Gratts should he leoked

H allowed to mature | after and any places where the wax hus fallen away shonld
Shoots from the stock should be cut off i
1t is quite within the hounds of probability that wemay {Suckers should be extermmated, for they are diverting
1€ 1t from the parent tree the supplies which ought to go toward
should threaten to be so, 2 small investment of money in jthe formation of fruit and new wood.

be made good.

hay-eapa, as deseribed in our last issue, may save many an | thinned out where necessary.

anxious hour. ‘Fhe caps may he extemporized ina few

Budding and layering may be done naw,

corners of which pegs may be tied temporarily, and after- | msertion of the scion.

wards attached in a more businese-like manner when tane
does not press. The canvas is waterproof of itsell when
not put *‘dishing,” but, to preserve the eaps, it will pay
to dress them at leisure as before deseribed. For barley
which may lose ten per eent of its value in ten ninutes,
or may be ruined by being hustled np in anticipation of o
shower which may not come on after all, hay caps will be
more valuable even than for hay,

The cultivators should be kept going among the corn.
Corn is a plaut which does not thrive without constant and
thorough stirring of the <ail.  Thiz stivving not only keeps
down weeds, but renders the seil capable of attracting
moisture from the air. and so enables the crop more casily
to withstand drouth.  The root crops should also be thor.
oughly weeded and the soil stirred between rows; the
plants should be thined ont to twelve or fourteen inches
apart.

Buckwheat may still be sown fora crop, in which case
it 1% not necessary to seed so thick as when it is grown as
a cleansing crop to turn under. A light soil is preferable,
but it will grow almost anywhere.  Very heavy soils, how-
cver, do not suit it.  Insome places, the straw is highly
thought of as forage for horscs.  Chopped and steamed it
makes & thick jelly which is very nutritious. 'The sced
should be steeped and rolled in plaster before sowing.

The wheat is ready to cut when there is no milk in the
keinels.  Farmers should be on the alert this year to see
the performances of the varivus new reaping-machines, and
sclf-binders especially, that will be brought to their notice.
It is better to bind barley if the straw is long enough.

The summer fallows xhould he gone over whenever there
is any appearance of weeds. Where wheat is to follow
Dbarley, oats or peas, the stubblo should be harrowed and
Tightly ploughicd as soon as the crop is off. Then, as soon

|

Small plants and shrabs which are mfested with lice |

may be cleansed by funugating with sulphur or tobaceo.
The plants ean be covered with newspapers or cloths
while the fumigation is bemg carrted on. Larger plants
and trees may be cleansed by syringing wath a solution of
sodn or stroug lye.

We do not believe i the shooting of small urds, but it
is necessary to protect friut from their too assiduous atten-

tions.  The report of a gan loaded with powder alone will |
{
i

drive them away., Many other deviees such as rattles,
bells, stutfed hawks, ete., answer well enough till the inds
get used to them, when zaotner device must be tried.
Unuiecessary shoots shaukd be removed from grape-vmes,
and fruit-bearing canes should be pinched back to within
three or four leaves of the last bunch.  The soil should be
kept stirred about the roots, and the leaves cleaned by
syringing with solution of sada and whale-oil suds,

Currant branches infested with the borer should be ent out |
and burned, and bushes badly aflected grubbed np and de- |
stroyed.  Powdered white liellebore will “fix" the worms |

that destroy the leaves.
Trim off the runners { om the bearing crop of strawbernies
unless young plants are vequired.  Grow ers whe have been
obliged to send hali a pint of sand to market with every
quart of strawberries will now appreciate the value of
mulch—anyway, the public will. Keep the weals out of
the beds. When the frmiting is over, remove the wndch
and mannre the plants thoronghly.  Young plants may he
then raised for new beds,

1f any watering has to be done in the garden, see that
cnough is given, or more harm than good will ensue. A
slight watering induces voot.growth near the surface. 1t
is better to put the water in a hole near the'plant than to
Iet it spread about thesuriace,

Stop cutting asparagus when peas come in, manure and
allow the tops to grow, and in the fall, unless sced is
wanted, cut them down,

Keep the transplanted cabbage and cauliflower well
watered with liguid manure if 1t 2an be obtained.  Pinch
back the melons,  Tramn tomatoes over a trellis or brush
heap.  Keep down weeds, and hoe thoroughly throughout
the garden.

Take vare of your own health and that of your help.

tecollect that the wark that a man ean do is proportioned
exaetly to the amount and quahity of the food consumed.
After a hard day's work, @ cold hath will be found a won-
derful 1efresher amd composer for an nvigorating steep.
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On tho Criminality of Overwork.

——

Slowly but surely, the att of farming is undergoing o

o
Cattle

Cattle will alse want shade from thel
17 the bulbous-rooted stalks | burning xun and protection from drenclung showers.

Fruit shonld bel

dding ennd
minutes out of yard-wide “ Atlantic A™ sheeting, to the . be done when the bark wall separate readily {o allow the)

revolution.  One by one, laburious and back-aching pro-
vesses are being sent to hmbo.  Museles of iron and
sinews of steel now perform with almost human intelhg-
ence, amd with mote than human certainty, tasks which
our fathers had to accomplish with the most primitive
tools, aided only by streng arms and imdomtable wills.

The tendeney of the age is toward a still inrther light-
ening of the heavy wak 3 but there are still left sowme
laborious tashs which in the near futme will he super-
seded as completddy as is the old thul. Even m these un-
proved times, some of our best men bueome old before
they are fanly young, and fo no other 1eason than that
s they overwork themselves,

1113 no news to Canadian farmer$ to tell them that they
work teo hard.  "They are too apt to combine the hurry
P and dash of our neighbours amver the line with the per-
tinacions assiduity of the oldcountryman, It needs no
proving when we say that these two styles of work cannot
be long combined with ampumey. A man has a certain
store of health and stiength just the same as he has (or, if
every one hal what he wants, would have) a certain
amount of money to hus eredit wath his banker.  Drafts
may be made upon the constitution in eacess of the stock
of health just as easily as a banking account may be over-
drawn ; and nature wall be just as prompt as the banker
to write *No ZFFrens T across the finst overdrawn cheque.

It is during the barvest that thusoverwork is mostly—we
will say - perpetrated. It is now that the farmer can most
profitably ash hunself the gquestion whether he can afford
to work himself ont in five, ten or twenty years, Itis now
that the young @ant of twenty-tive, rejowcing in his
strength and not kuowing the feeling of fatigue, cansettle
for himself whether he wall earry his manhood with him
to an honomed old age ; or, whether, by veckless abuse,
he will lay the toundations of premature senihity.

Let him go to any old man m lis neghbourhood. H
the ald gentleman happens to be noted for well-preserved-
ness, let him cross-examme him as to how he spent his
youth, whether he remembers ever over-working hunself
without suffering for it simee—whether he does not think
that he would have been a still better man 1if he had uot
driven lumself hard when yonng,  Let him ask the first
prematurely -broken old man he meets, why il he age so
early 7 The answer will alinost certamly be, that he did
too much work before he kuew that too much work could
be dene.

As well as many men young in years but aged in con-
stitution, we have among us hundreds of mature—wo
cannot call them old -mien, who at sixty or sixty-five can
do a day's work which will shame many a youngster.
These will be found to be men who have always worked
within their stiength—who have never werked themselves
so hard by day that they could not sleep by night—who
have steadily hept peggmg away at their work till their
frames have become so mured to toil as to be, within cer-
tain limits weli kaown to them, absolutely tiveless.

4

1

A wan can have ne more honourable ambition than a
wish t¢ hive hale and healthy for his allotted span on
carth,  When the primeval-curse was uttered, ** Cursed
e the earth for thy sake,” the burden lad upon man—
“in the sweat of thy brow "—was mereilully proportioned
to Ins strength—nay, was even a light load.  Man is en.
dowed with strength and endurance suflicient, properly
used, to cnable him to carry his load rejoicing. 1t is only
when 1is good gifts are misused that the Creator's curse

bears heavily upon His children,



