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THE APOSTOLIC COMMISSION,. This apostolic office was intended by the Saviour fo.the Church at this time there are office bearers,

be continucd; in other words, the first apostles were | ther bishops, prosbyters, ar deacons, who severally,

i \ in vi f their office are successors of the a-
. . A : and in virtueo Lheir offic s t
Bishop Mcllvaine of Obio, at the consceration of the m!fl?;nlie;liiou,r(;';n?::)cl;si:,;uli(f)'clshtc ;:::nqj‘tl':g ;f::fglso or'postles—-occupym individually just that relation to

i i : ; L ithe present Church which the apostles, by virtue of
\'(gr\?orspﬁl)kl'nt:(:lr"l(}:ll;awl’r‘;’sﬁm\nv::h:/ii;lsn!:‘vccll::glr?o?nr ie Saviour, annexed to their commission, Lo, I .2 gssential feature of their o(ﬁ{:c, sustained indii-
“lho \;hoie o’f it ~rovin as i.t satisfactorily does, the | 2™ with you always, even unto the end of the ""orld'”:dually to the Church of their days. The prejudico
linuanco of the n'p!:)slolichl office, (as dislinc{ from nd, ol noitr the persons of thle apostlles woro,in- that arises against such an idea will not bear a mo-
ol ) -t nC i tended to remam to the end of the world; nor their ) : : ; a comparison

perior Lo,the othor orders of the ministry,)to the end of : |ment’s reflection. Ifit spring from parison,

|0 ! miraculous cndotoments; ror their dislinguishine office; | -acler and filness, of the modern

world,  We subjoin extracts.—Ed, . C. lif all have passed away, we are quite ﬁ:xablect’o com_‘:;:clges};;rrsstzn‘sétf(z&g first in t!{; cha,in, be it remem-
. Whal was the peculiar and characteristic nature of prehend how that promuses fulfilled, or what it'h od that Judas Iscariot was numbered with the
e apostolic office ? They themselves applied to it a could have meant. But the persons of the first apos- | apastles by the Saviour himself, and Judas was a
me which will aid the answer. Peter, in address- tles do not remain, “Their miraculous gifts have not !y o0 If the prejudice arnise from the considera-
¢ bis brother apostles concerning the filling of tho, been continued m the Church. It follows then that ! tionthat the’commencement cf the apostles’ office
icancy caused by the death of Iscariot, expressly  their distinguishing office must romain; that it was t0/\was miraculous ; that it was under the immediate
tles the office which the traitor had vacated hus, this oifice, and to those who should hold 1t SUCCeS-land cxtraordinery designation of the Son of God ;
ukopric, or Lis cpiscopate, as the original reads. The 15ion, that the Saviour promised his presence * to whereas the continuation of the gospel ministry is by
0 is se called, in the same transaction, his apos-. the end of the world.” No other sense can possibly | the ordivation of men, an ordinary designation by
tip. Hence, in the writings of the fathers, the  be put on his words. If then the office of the apos- fallible instruments; we answer by referring you to
waes of apostle and bishop are used as pertaining tles, as learned from their commission, and inter- the analogy between the new creation and the old,
wentially to the sume office.  Butthe word bishupric preted by all the acts of their minmstry, was an epis-] in reeard to origin and succession. The beginning
gpicopale, in the abstract, only means an office of copate—an office of supervision, and that of a gene-1or ha arass of the field was miractlous—by the in-
pervisiw in gencral ; and this supervision may be. ral kind—and il each apostle did embrace in his di- | stant and immediate mandate of God. It was creat-
tber of singlo congregations, as in the cases of ; vidual office the right to preach, administer the sa-!od in maturity. But its succession from that mo-
tho elders” of Ephesus; or of many congregations, | craments,exercise supreme junisdiction in the Church,! ront to the end of time was provided for by the .aws
their overseers, as in the case of Paul, who as-and under the head of junisdiction, to ordain and rule | 5¢ ordinary nature. But we hold it to be no arro-
bled and charged thosc elders. What then was . ministers of the Gospel; it follows that an office °”gance to say of any man though the lowest of lus
¥ peculiar nature of the supervision or episcopate,grccisely that description was intended to continue, kind, that he has succeeded to the nature of the mi-
ercised by the apostles, that name, of itself, does  has continued from that time to this; and will be con- raculously created first man; nor to say of the herb
stindicate. Whither shall we go to ascertain whe-y tinued in the Church, by the will of its divine Head, of the field that, though it be but the offspring of the
little, familiar seed in the ground, which sprang and

Per it was a particular or a general supervision, con- | to the end of the world.
ational or the contrary 2 Their commission dc-! But where shall we find this office in the present grew by an ordinary Jaw and a human planting and
bies, *“ Go and tench all nations,” &ec. . Therefore, | Church; this union of authonty to preach and admi-/ rearing, it is, nevertheless, inall the essentials of its
t the Fnister sacramonts, wilh this individual right {o ordain, ‘nature, the successor, in an nunbroken line of descent,
xed, were not limited to any particular congrega-1 and this presidency over elergy; this original, aposto-'of the herb which, on the third day of the world,
gFaofthe Church,but extendedto tho whole Church; i lig episcopate ? ~ Evidently, there must be somc-.sprang into maturity at the wonderful fiat of the Al-
ather words, the ¢¢ bishopric” in the hunds of the y where in the Church at tho present time, unless the mighty, I know not that the man, or the herb, 13
postles was evidently general, as d‘Stm,','WSth from, Lord’s word has failed, officers of whom it may be any the less a man or an herb, or any the less de-
gregalional. - What particular functions belonged | said, without arrogance and in simple deference to'scended from the miraculous beginmngs of the crea-

 that general oversight or episcopate, their com- ¢pe promise of Christ, that in all essential features tion, because the laws of growth were but ordinary,
ion leaves no room to doubt. First, ©* Go and

°S 1O | diof the apostolic office, they are the successors of the and the intermediate agency of production was but

all nations;” or as the moro accurate and uni- apostles.  \Where are they®> The question we have' human. And so I know not that a minister of the
ally preferred translation is, ¢ Go and make dis-| no right to treat as unimportant. Whether a most| Gospel is any the less a successor of the first apos-
ples of all nations » Thus was given authority to{ solemn promise of Christ has been fulfilled or not 3. tles, because instead of receiving his authonty, hike
fpagate the Gospel. ¢« Baptizing them in'thejand if 1t has, whero its fulfilment appears; whether them, immediately from Christ, it has come to him
Buo of the Father,” &e. Here was authority toyan office intended by the Head ofthe Church to con-' by the intermediate communication of a chain fast-
gainister the sacraments of the Church, and by the r tynye therein, and as its chief office to last to the 'ened, at its beginning, upon the throne of God, and
erament of buptism to open the duors of the Church, : eng of time, has continued to the present time ; or preserved as inviolate, as the line of the descent of
dofits privileges to disciples out of all nations. i whether it bas been dropped, and some ather placed Adam, or the succession of seed time and harvest, of
ally, ¢ teaching them to observo all things what- i 1n its stead, 1 surely a question of no ordinary impor- day and night, of summer and winter. I know not
wer{ have commanded you.” ‘These words con- tance, by no means of a merely incidental conse-'that ihis day 1s not a true day, and strictly a suc-
red to the apostles thc_nu.thonty {orule the Church, quence ; but onthe contrary, of vital connection’ cessor of that very day waen first the sun appeared,
R they had made disciples by preacling, and;ith the permanent interest >f religion, and not by though that you know was made by the cudden act
ubers by baptism. An essential part ofthe go- any to be passed over ‘unadvisedly or hightly,” but, of God suspending the sun in the skies, and this a-
aent of the Church consisted in secing to thei considered reverently, discreetly, soberly, and in ' rose by the ordinary succession of the evening and
wwsion of its ministry. That the anthority to do; the fear of God.” the morning. The beginning of every institution of
& L0 ordain successors in the ministry, was includ-j Byt before I further put this question, it is well' God must of necessity be extraordinary ; its regular
jioong the powers of the apostles, 1s not only ne-igq remove the idea which so commanly starts up in‘contiml:mcc—ordiuary. So with the course of Pra-
parily implied in their authonity to govern, but the minds of those who hear or read on this subject, vidence in all its hranches. What is now an ordi-
pin those impressive words of the Saviour, * As{hen any persons holding office in the Church of nary Providence was once an extraordinary. What
B Father hath sent me, even so send I you.” FO!': Christ, in the present day, ave terined successors of  began with miracle is continued by laws of familar
g 7as part of the office on which Jesus was sent, | e aposlles. are said to have sttceceded to the apostolic' nature. And so it is with the minstry of the Gospel.

y officc; asit there were some exceeding ~rrogance and; What was created by the direct ordination of Gud
presumption in the claim.  Whether it be arrogant | is propagated and continued by the authorized ordi-
0 . or not depends cntirely upon whether it be true. No- ! nation of men. Its seed is in itself, afterits kind,"
ol others to its functions. thing isso humble and unpretending as truth. Did and at every step of the succession it is precisely the
g"e conclusion, then, wath regard to the charac- any one claim to have succeeded to the personal dis-! same winistry and just as much of God, sanctioned
J:ic nature of the apostalic office 15, thatat was|tinctions and endowments—the inspirafion and divers| by his authority and sustained by his power, asaf it
8 °fa general superision or episcopale; and em-+mivaculous gifts by which the apostles were qualificd, had been reccived from the laying of the hands of
essentially the authority to preach and pro-1 for their extraordinary circumstances, he would in-. Christ himself. And so with the office of the apoa-

pte the Gospel; to administer the sacraments | deed be chargeable with arrogant presumption ; be- tles. Itwas the promise of Christ, the Lord, that
¢ Church ; 1o preside over its government, and | cause concerning these thingsthere was no promise it should continue to theend of the world. It is not
B chief part of government, to orduin helpers and i of the Lord that they should continue in the Church | more surc that the sun and moon, seed time and har-
eseors in the muwmistry. Al these powers the ta the end of the world. But in relation to the affice, vest will continue to the end of the world; and though
les h_eld.nal as a collective body or college; butseve-1 of the apostles there is the plainest promiso of such | its succession he now in the hands of very feeblo
ond individually.  Hitherto we have been,as far: continuance, and consequently, however the asser-, and fallible men ; of men unspeakably inlerior to tho
OW;upon undisputed ground. Let us proceed. 1tion may sound, it must be true that somewhere in| apostles in every personal and official qualification;

Thisis the title of an excellent Sermon lately preached

these words that it was part of the sending of
japosties to continue that minstry, by the ordan-




