
THE SOURCE OFf LIGHI'.

settled, before the bills were brought
forth, yea befre the depths of the ses.
were formed, or its boundaries de-
creed. At length the day of our
existence dawned. The Great Foun-
tain of Light, by His only begotten
Son, formed the worlds. The slum-
bers of night were broken by the
voice of God. His spirit brooded o'er
the niihty void, and He said, IlLet
there ]ight; and there was light."
That vas the first rnorning oui world
ever beheld,-" Now the morning
stars sang together, ana aul the sons
of God shouted for joy ;" and the day
'which followed was one of purity and
bliss. Everything displayed the vwis-
domn and goodness of the Great Archi-
teet, and then the whole work of Ris
band vas pronounced by Him, to be
<very good.",

Soon dark and tempestuous clouds
arise. Sin enters the world. Pollu-
tion defles the noblest work of God,
and niglit, darkness and death. encom-
pass the wor]d. But even 'while the
darlinees has fallen, ana defiled the
Laur face of nature, mercy intervenes,
compassion triumphs, and a ray of
Iight indicates the corning of another
day. At len-th %the glad morning
arises, and the Son of God appears
in our -%vorld, ana is manifest in oui
fiesh. Angels introduced this moru-
ing with, songs, as they lad on that
first morning, when Goa said, "lLet
there be iit, ana there vas Jight."
The anthem, fails on the ears of the
astonished shepherds, IlGlory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace,
good 'will toward men!1" The dark-.
ness that broodled over mnan's heart
was dispelled when the Sun of Riglit-
eonsness arose ivith healing in Ris
vines. Christ stood as the Sun in
its iofty orbit, and exclaimed, îI arn
the Iighit of the -world.-

Now, man's heart in astate ofnature
is like the earth before the Great Archi-
teot conamenced the work of creation,
-it is, so to speali, without forrn,
and void, and darkness-the darkness
of unbelief-reigns supreme; and in
the new creation, like the former, thue

first thing 'wrought in the soul is light.
In the material creation the liglit was
made by the Word of God's power.
He said, &Let there be )ight ana,
there was light." bFow, Christ is thab
Word, the essentiai, eternal Word-
and by Him the Iight was produced,
for ln Hlm vas liglit, and Re is the
true liglt, the liglit of the world. Ana
so the divine light which alunes in
sanctified souls is wrought by the
power of God, the power of Ris word,
opening the understanding, scatterlng
the miats of ignorance and unbelief,
and giving tbe knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Christ, as, at flrst,
IlGod commandea the Iight to slune
out of darliness," and darknesa
ladl ever been on the heart, of fallen
mian, if the Son of Goa lad not
corne and given. us liglit.

The figurative way in which Christ
spealis of Himself as the "lLight of
the worll"' is very expressive; and
we not oniy find Eim thbus styllng
Hinaseif, but hundreds of vears before
He came to be the spiritual liglit of
the world, prophets and holy men of
old spolie of Rum as the Great Light
that should corne into the world,, and
the samne expression is used by the
Bva-ngelists and Aposties, St. John
the Evangelist spealiing of Hlm. as
"the true Light whidh, ligteth every

man that cometli into the worla." As
Christ is the Ligît o! the worid 80 is
He also the Author of spiritual life to
theni that believe in lm-", He that
followeth me shail not walhk ini dark-
ness, but shail ha-ve the light of life.'>*

Wly tIen, sbould any continue to,
sit in darliness, when Christ is 80,
readly to give theni light? To us stili
the blessinga of Ris grace are offered;
but to impress upon us the necessity
of laying hold. of theni %ithout delay,
Re says to us, - Yet a littie while is,
the ligît 'with you: walk whlle ye
have the liglit, lest darkness come
upon you, for lie that 'walketh in
darkness, knor.et]v not vihitler le
goeth." Row alarming are these
-words to thoser.lo rnay stil"l be ne-
glectingr Christ! They were al
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