
3[asonic and Olvurek Clkarities.

Let us so live and so labour that cone the suimnons w'hen it may,
we shall

« be translated from the earth,
This land of sorrov and comphaints,
To the al! perfect Lodge above
Whose Master is the King of Saints."

. W. John W. Simons P, G. .01.

MASONIC AND CIITJRCHI CHARITES.

"CALyIN,' the Chicago correspondent of Thle Pr.byterna, Phila-
delphia, in his notes fi-oi the interior, in speaking of lie opera tions of
the Relief and Aid Society of the former City, says: " What is a church
vorith that leaves to the wcrid tle work of cari ng fori its destitute and

sutiering poor, and Cails to do their very workc as a church of Christ ?
Thlie oureof the Mason, Odd Fellow, tid othier ,imilar societies
shoul 1 i iake us bluli for our shiortomis in this iatter. WC iead
ScriptuîrC, as if the w ords of our Lord were suffleient, aluthority fbr
aillowiig tlie childrei of this world to be wizer in their generations
thain hIe childrci of light."

Some vtwenlty ycars ago, Calvin and tle writer were menibers of the
sane chirch ; lie an Odd Fellow in hiigl poition -Grand Secreary, we
bol ierc,-and we, of couirse, a Masonî. Anmng tle poer of Our clii-ch
was hie widow of a Master Maon whom the lodge iaîd long, supportcd
fromt its bcan5ty lîeans, aided by iiidivid ual eoitri butinis. She too, was
a iemiî ber, as lier hubad liad Leon, of the -:nie turch, he pastor of

hvli cli wia.s so bitter an anti-Ma i hliat ho hd coipelled tli resigna-
tion of one of his ler becaub h had joined t le asons. Wlei WC
'cimon stra ted, lie justiflied hiim.ielf upon01 tihis i sQigulir plea-ic " did not

ob.;eet to tle Mason5es joinîiig hi,, hurh and cntinuing active Maons
but, rather thlat lis active chnrcib imeibers sioiid join the Masons."
Me wa.s ahvays " dowi în the Mal:sois and their iretenided acts of
carity aid deeds of love,"-te ciirci was tle inîsti tutioli to take care
of tle poor aid needy, and suhlike lurgumets is every Masion lias
11e:rd t ie and again. Sucl argunts, il carried iito practice as
Calb in, a lcir)mai, ont this gIoIIIId, declres, woiuld have left t lie un-
fortunîate ei t ize.î of Chiicaîgo de.'stitute of reil and pract ical aid in these
days of churinfiilience aid poer. We deerinred te give ir
miiniiister au oppoirtunîity of tetiig his erced," aid so, after coIferring
witli ou widowed .ister, we buggested next lge niiglit to withold our
statcd supplies fbr a time, anid tirov lier upon the ic warm chiarilies of
the church. The old hidy-for Ie lad seen hier three-seloe :md ten
year, ofearthIly pil grlge-went to ier (olri pastoir aid relaited to
himte whîat the Malo had donc, anîd applied tu hhu and his chureb fr
immîiiediate and constant aid. The nîext Sabbat h, onr " aniti" friend
preehted a most elouen t (for lie was really an able mai) dicourso
upon "' Ciharity, and the obligations of thie churh to its poor.'" A
cont ribution of thirty pieces of silver (dollar)-, was in the days of
spec paymets-was the verdict of hie pricacers power over tle
feelings, not judgmeînts, of his members. Tien lie boaded to us of wnlat
the chirch was (ing and going to do-vain boast ! Wlile lier money
lasted, the I lone widow " and lier dependent grandbcild fared sumpt u-
oîusly several cays. But flierc is an end to ail lings, and soli e found
the end to that " collection." Then he called upon the ollico-bearers
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