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TWO OF THE CONDITIONS OF A TEACHING PROFESSION.
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T HE süpply of qualified teachers,and tlcir rcteiuinn in the schonl
service, is a probleii which no Pro-
vince or State on this continent lias
satisfactorily solvcd. In the business
of education, the nian or woman who
edurates is everytlhin ; a qu.lited
tcaching staff is, therefore, iecessary
to the wide diffusion of sound educa-
tion. This truth has been clearly ap-
prehended and deeply felt by those
entrusted with the administration of
public school systems. While too
much attention can hardly bc givçn to
school-houses, furniture, text-books,
and apparatus, it is evident that these,
however skilfully devised, stop short
of the requirenients of the case. eli
matter lies deeper. The living agent,
the teacher, is the powerwhich actually
determines the efficiency of all other
instrumentalities. What is manifestly
required, therefore, as an essential
part of a public school system, is a
staff oC effcient teachers, men and
vomen skilled in the difficult profes-

sion of teaching. This is the very
litait of the vîîole thing. Failire
here is not made good by hiouses,
books, or other appliances: it is
failure out and out.

My experience and observation,
both on this continent and abroad,
have forced home upon me the truth
of the old maxim, " The Teacher is
the Sclool," and I can hardly over-
state the strength of my convictions
on this point. Let the reader fix his
mind for a little on the best teacher he

cver knew. Cail to mind the sim-
plicity and sweetnîess of his manners,
the cleamîîess of lis imethods, the
accuracy of lis knowleage. How skil-
fully le put one in possession of one's
own poers. Hov roon his ptupils
cane to respect tliemuselves, and to
have confidence in their own abilities.
How delightful to theni vas study,
and low soon they learned, and with
what an outcoine of reat power, that
the boundless world of knowledgc
was not his only, but thcirs, and all
men's. Place nowv such a teacher in
every school in this " Canada of
ours:" what possibilities of noble
endeavour and achieveimient could be
denied to a people reared under such
guidanuce i And yet, having brought
into existence a systenm of public
schools, every province is under the
gravest obligations to d, its itmost
to secure this very result. Just as
far as it approximîates this, and no
further, will it attain the object for
which any public educational pro-
vision can properly exist.

Assuming that the business of
teaching can fairly be shewn to ieet
the conditions demanled of the gen-
eral professions, though differing of
necessity, in sone of its aspects from
them all, what conditions are essential
to its actual assumption of such a
character before the public? None
w'.l dispute that the flrst condition is
this : on/îy thosepe-souzs whio prove iem-
selves iua4/ied in a prescribed degree
mnzust receive aithority /o aci as leachers
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