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AUTHOR’S PREFACE.

The visits to North America—the subject of
this book—extended over somewhat less than two
years. I have adopted the form of a continuous
journey, to give a sort of regularity to very dis-
jointed matter. Several of the places mentioned,

I have visited on various occasions ; 3t a few,
chiefly in Canada, I remained stationary for some 3
time.

For this magnificent country 1 retain a feeling
of regard and interest inferior only to that for Eng-
land. 1 pray that I may not live to see the time,
when another flag replaces the Red Cross of St.
George upon the citadel of Quebec. ‘

Some ten years ago, in a season of mutual mis- -§
understanding, there were not a few in England
and in Canada who wished to sever the connecting
tie. Since then, a generous but determined policy, ;
on the one hand, and a wholesome re-action on the
other, have produced a salutary change; all are :‘
now too much alive to their real interests to enter- f,
tain the thought. To make the probabilities of §
separation even a subject of discussion, is attended

with much mischief: it unsettles men’s minds, }

renders Englishmen chary of investing their capital_.'




