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opinion of the late celebratçd Dr. Johnfon, " to omit for a
year, or for a day, the moft efficacious methods of ad.
vancing Chriflianity is a crime of the greateif magnitude *."
The recent formation of feveral focieties in England, Scot-
land, and America, for the purpofe of fending Miffionaries
among the Heathen, muft afford fincere pleafure ta the ge-
nuine difciples of Chrif ; and I cannot but think that the
Welch Indians have the firongeft claim imaginable to the
regard of thofe Societies. I indulge a hope, that the exift-
ence of fucli a people will be eftablifhed beyond a doubt,
and that fome ee&ual means will be dcvifed ta fend Welck
preachers among them.

I have been credibly informed, that, in the vear 1 793, a
Mr. John Evans, a native of Wales, who had refided fome
vears in London, was flrongly inclined to recognize his
Britifh brethren on the Miffouri; and- accordingly went to
America. I know it to be a fa&, that, having obtained,
proper letters of recommendation, he left the houfe of Dr.

Joncs, near Philadelphia, carly in the fpring of that year,
and fet out upon his long journey, through Kentuckv, to the
Miffiffipi. For a Iong feafon nothing was heard of him, and
his friends began ta fear that he had perifhed. But I have
a letter from the Rev. Mr. D-, of Somerfetflhire, who
received information from his fon in America, that Mr.
Evans had returned in fafety, having fully accomplifhed the
obje& of his journey. The following is an extra&:

" le fiates, that a young Welchnan is returned from a
long journey which he had undertaken, with a view to dif-
cover whether fuch a people exiftcd as the Velch Indians.
He faith, this perfon has difcovered fuch a tribe, inhabiting
the country weft of ·the mouth of the Miffouri about '70o
miles; that they treated him with friendíhip and hofpitality,
and adopted him as their fon. Their language is the oU
Britith, and he particularly noticed the common wordsIo be
the fame as are now in ufe in Wales ta defcribe the fam
obje&s; fuch as houfes, Iight, windows, water, bread, &c.
&c. The hiao thefe Indians give of themfelves is this:
That their ancefors came from a far country, and landed at
the mouth of the Miffiffipi from thirteen flips, about the
year of Chrift 1018 ; there they built a town; but fince that
period, their defcendants have been falling back ta their

yrefeat refidence."

See a Letter n this subIed in Bswel's LIfe of Dr. Jobnon, vol. i P. 6.
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