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E CANADIAN WEST.

mes, M.P., Delivers an Address
re St. John Canadian Club.

 HE members of the Canadian
p Club enjoyed-a treat, says
the St. John Times, when

H. B. Ames, M. P,, bf Mon-
Y treal, lectured on the Can-
hh adian West. is address
was illustrated Dby
100 lantern views .s)
scenes. in tHe Canadian
west, and deplcting the
wral and industrial life. ThR&
urged the danger of dis-
of land too freely, points
t that in thre® ‘the
Belt

ears
ds in the great fértile
11 be taken up. z
uncheon began at 8:15 o'clock:
exceptionally large numbei
esent. The service Was excals

-about (
-

. D. Walker, the president, iy
cing the speaker, said Mr. Ames
inging a message from the
He should be so ‘treated whila
ohn that he would take back a
p of progress from the East,
esident called upobn: Sydney
to sing.a song composed espe-
br Canadian clubs by & member
ictoria club. Mr. Beckley was
applauded. D. Arneold Fox
s ‘accompanist. |
Ames was enthusiagtically re.
The first picture shown by
s a map of the Canadian West,
ning, the speaker saild his sub-
s one that should interest every
of a Canadian eclub.. "Peopls
lhought of the Western country
ely a great plain for growing
but it was a great deal more
at. There was 3 magnificent
coal, great opportunities for
agriculture were there, and
north a fish producing region.
Ames then gave a brief gketch of
bst from the purchase: of Mani-
1870. Many millions of snoéney
en expended, but it had been
eerfully, as the people realized
e land gave a'great Opportunity
young men and fon @ .business

SRS
speaker- then drew attention to
p, on which -the fertile agricul-
It was marked in large Equares,
tended from Winnipeg in Mani-
vest - to  Edmonton. - Fapther
was marked as woed lang, and
south the land . was adi ably
d for grazing. Undeplying both
atter districts was a beit of pro-
b coal. Nature had well endowed
ntry to be:the home of ‘a well-
hnd self-respecting peopie. {Ap=~
) £ 2% A
Ames then took up each belf in
and the pictures illustrated first
ber 'belt. - One view: 1 at=
i attention showed ‘a field '°§
d wheat adjacent to ‘& grove o
. ‘"This was in:-the picturésgue
v’ on the botndary ‘betWeen: the
B esuntry £1a the pra Phe-
of pilés of Tumber read g"dﬂﬁv
weére ‘also shown. VRGN s
views of the “great agriﬁﬁ’ltural
oused enthusiasm. A number of
from the streets of, Winnipeg
rst displayed, and wers followed
ews taken in typical ‘Wwestern
., A schoolhougse was shown and
nes gave a resume of School con-
in the west. . One-eighifeenth of
hds had been set apart d would
b be worth $60,000,000. % This was
e school _teachers of the, .east
be offered larger. salaries. 1o, go
and . taks -charge. of @& sSmall

pictures of the waving wheat
and the plowing and. threshing
ons were then displayed, and:the
is explained by Mr. Afnes.  He
linto the system of dispesing of
nds. - The system of surwey div-
e land into townships of ‘thirty -
tions each. Two seutifns weére
ed by the Hudson Bay Company,
ere set aside as school:lands; and
P.R. were given odd sections.
eft but-sixteen sectionsin a town-
n which sixty-four peéple could
In the ‘great fertile ‘belt ‘there
now 90,000,000 acrés of arable
Of the even sections all Bat 5.-
P acres had -been' taken up; and
0,000,000 of the odd’ § reé-
d. It was little wonder 't:ha§
were urging upon the governmen
i and almost niggardiiness in
ing of thé rémaining Sections.
umber of views of scenes in the
g belt were also shown, and irri-
plans illustrated. At - con-
of the lecture some,views of
ockies and scenes in British Co<«
p. were thrown upon the Screen.

MAN FINDS AT -BABYLON

s of Three Walls Amuad:ﬁho City
Have Been Found

in, March 81.—Researches which
been made by the German Orien-
sociation at Babylon and Assur
resulted in the diseoyery of
are believed to be trages‘of - the
ction of Babylon by Xing 3en-
Irib of Assyria; in 688 B. C.

n scientists were able to un-
the go-called “southern castle
bylon, a splendid example of &
ificent Babylonian roysl * palac
have also ascertainied that

of Babylon” recently ©¢ol

ee walls all bullt of e
nner wall was r;o;: b

ame 8 Space o
d wall 25 feet thick, then SROth
L, and finally an outer :
bt thick, i
ny private housies were

ich contained valuable ¥
istant past. At the .

s hitherto dug weré found:
b of human bodies thot
which, by their position,
suggested they were

who had been kil
bway believes these sk

of the defenders of
echerib. 3
p researches at Assur
d in the discovery of a Iar
pf the fortification ‘erecte

estern outskirts of the &

of the uneartheéd &
out two and & half Zﬂ.

sted of cll.}"’ﬂ.?d
walls, ‘bastions,

ed by a deep moat,

n of the Temple to th
dad has not been €
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halkespoars wrote for ail
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ke his sentence: ‘Tis 0@
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8§ a ‘spring b
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There are very few families in the Atlantic prov-
ces of Canada, in Quebec, or even in Ontario, who
iave not -relatives in ‘the Unpited & States. Young
ien and women left the; farms there to find work
< mechanics or clerks in the large cities of Boston,

New “York or Chicago. 'Many others went to work
n the factories or took positions as servants. Young
men who ‘had received a good education fourgl that
doctors, lawyers and professors were better paid in
the thickly populated cities ‘than' in their native
provihices, where the hard-working people had little
ready money. Canadians came to the gold fields of
(alifornia: -and ' to the prairie farms ‘of: Minnesota,
Dakota or Nebrdska. Even in the hospitals of New
York or Philadelphia Canadian nurses were at work.
Everywhere they went these Canadians prospered,
and for the last quarter of a century and more they
have done much to make the great Republic to the
south of us richer and. greater. , There must be many
thousands of men, woman and children of Canadian
birth or descent in the United States. . After the
Canadian Pacific raillway across the continent was
finished, Canadians saw that it would pay.them bet-
ter to come to the Northwest Territories and to,
British Columbia than to go to the “States.” They
began to feel a pride in their own vast country.
Railways - were built, mines develqped. prairies set-
tled, and’ cities built by Canadians from the Eastern
provinces.

But now. the people of the United States have
come.to believe that our land is richer than that of
their prairie states. . The Canadian government gives
all who want it 160 acres of land, and they can .buy
more at a low price. Many farmers from the. United
States (some of them, we may be sure, sons or
grandsons of Canadians) are coming into Manitoba,
Saskatchewan and Alberta. 9 y

In British Columbia there have been from the
time of the discovery of gold, fifty years ago, many
settlers from' the United States, They have helped
to develop our mines and to_build our lumber mills
and other industries. We are glad to have them
among us. ‘They are one with us in spéech and
blood, and they will do good service in building up
the great Canadian nation that 'is to be.

There are many people,- who: would not steal
money 'from a bank, take ‘cash from the till of a
merchant, or sign their employer’s name to a check,

who séem to think it mo harm to take by fraud the
money “of the  Canadian people. Every time your
mother 'buys you a suit, or your father pays a gro-
cer’s bill, part of the price i3 sent to Ottawa to carry
on the public business of the country—that is to
build those great public works that are.for the use.
of all- the people. of the Dominion, and to pay the
salaries of the public servants.  The largest public
work which the government now has' on hand is the
building of part of the Grand Trunk Pacific railroad.
Major Hodgins, who {8 now living in Victoria, but
who last year was in charge of 400 miles of the
road which is being built by the government of Can-
ada, stated that contractors were being paid more
for this ‘work ' than it is ‘worth. "He ‘would not sign
the orders on' the treasury which the dishonest con-
tractors sent in. ‘The government took.the part of
these contractors, and Major Hodgins' was asked to
resign. What this gentleman says is that the gov-
crnment of Canada are paying a high price for cheap
work. Sir Wilfrid Laurier has appointed a number,
of members of the House of Commons .to look into

- matter and . 8nd out ifthe charges of Major
indging. are. true.. 5 %

The people. of:Canada. should be more watchfil.
They entrust the,gevernment with. their inoney, and
the men: who, wastes it shonld-nat- only! be ‘dismigsed
from officey.but punishnd just as.other. dishonest men
are. Those to whom the oversight ef public works
is intrusted should be honorable men, and any com-
plaint_ they have to make of those under them should
be investigated at once. . Né man in their, employ
should ‘feel ‘that he runs the risk of losinig his place
by acting as an honest man.

it has been found by those whose duty it was to
enquire into ‘the fall of the Quebec bridge, that the
plans were mnot carefully made, that the materials
were not perfect, and that the ‘engineer was not wise
nor skilful enough to supeérintend such a very imi-
portant piece of work. K The bridge across the St.
Lawrenceé at ‘Quebec is one of the longest in the
world, and nothing’should have béen left undone to
make it safe.

——

President Roosevelt is quite determined that the
Americ .1n navy shall ‘be ‘increased. He believes four
first-class battleships and a number of smaller ones
are needed, and he will not give his consent to a bill
granting money for a® smaller number. ' President
Roosevelt has: exercised all the power with which the
people of ‘the United States entrusted him when they
made him their president." He is resolved to do what
he believes is best for his country, let others say
what they" will: 3 s 3 ik

When~the boys who are in school today grow to
be men, it does not look as if there would be any
great engineering work left to do. 'When more than .
twenty years ago the trains wound up one side of .
the Rocky 'and: Selkirk mountains and down the,
other, it was thought that no more wonderful piece
of engineering work could be done.: Now, however,
the mighty mountains are being cut through so that
the trains will scarcely have to climb at all. The
name of the engineer who has made this plan is J.

H. Merriam. Already hgndred‘s of men are at work Norway the kindly King and his beautiful wite will .

near” Field * tunneling the mountains and clearing
a way' for the new track. s

At Guatemala, in Central America, a number of
students planned to murder the president of the re-
republic. It appears that a plot was discovered a
vear ago and a pumber of prisoners were sentenced
to death. - The sentence was ‘delayed, and it is said
some of these prisomers have taken part in the new

This time there is no delay. Eighteen men

e been executfed already and more are to follow.
T president says the people are on his-side, but
hers declare that there is great dissatisfaction with

o government. ;.. U7 lga

r\%ng}m_rga, in the north of China, s the cause of
uoh interest and some anxiety. The RuSsians have
it g railroad across part of the territory to the .
arbor of  Viadivostok. -'The Japanese also have a
zd running south from that of Russia. The Chinese
with' jealous eyes upon both Russia and Japan.

¢ country belongs to them, and if they had their
Vay the big-bearded Russian and the little brown
men would. both Jeave in a hurry. The United
States want to see China get fair play, and England,
Irance and Germany look on with interest. AN that
Russia and Japan want, they say, is the opportunity
o use their: rajlroads to carry their mails and trade
from the-frontier of Siberia to the sea. The Ameri-
can fleet is to wisit Pekin.: Whether that visit will
result in creating a better feeling among 'these East- /
frn nattons. or not remains to be seen.
_, General Lineviteh, one of rth Russian generals
“ho commanded in thé Japanese war, is dead. -One
‘annot. help “feeling sorry for these brave defeatéd
generals, of whom go little is ‘heard now,

Mr. Asquith, the new premier-of England, is hav-
"g a busy and an anxious time. The Irish are sus-
lous and discontented. ' The new ministers he has
e have to be‘re-elected, and Mr. Winston Church-
who was made president of the board of trade,
as defeated in Manchester. Mr. Churchill is a very
‘ver young man,-who, his enemies say, and some
/1 his friends. allow, has:far too high an opinion of
own abilities. - He did filne work as a newspaper
Trespondent during “war in South Africa, He
! not probably:lose his office, as he will be elected
['mewhere else. If he is really an able man the
teat_will do him good. = - ;
. The’ government of ‘Canada has been paying
Jsents for persuading people’ from Europe to come
19 Canada.  The ¢ e Ce has heen :that a great
{1y people from the south of Europe, Italians and
Jtllclans, crossed.the ocean last year.. Most of these
People went.ito the! jes or found. employment on
"oads and eanals. : @reat numbers:of others-from

Lundon and other: parts of Englend were persuaded’ -

N

to leave home. Work was slack last winter and
many of these peoplé were ‘idle. Some of the mem-
bers of parlament think that just-as many people
will now come to Canada of their own accord as will
find work, and they wanted the government to give
up paying people to vertise Canada, Sir Wilfrid
Laurier, however, believes that- the more that come
the better, and so things will be done in the old way
this year. Great pains are being taken to keep out
sick people or those who are known to be bad.

Do the people of Victoria, and especially the older
boys and girls, make as much use of the museum as
they might? Every day strangers are to. be seen
looking at the animals and birds, the rocks and
curios, but citizens take but little interest in the
splendid ‘collection. It is said that other rooms will
have to be built, as there is no room to put the new
birds and animals that are constantly being found
and sent to be preserved.

There is a great deal to be learned at the mu-
seum. But children should go to study some one

thing, and not try to see over the whole place at one
visit. \

The other night when some of us were, wakened
-by ‘the wind, we listened a few minutes, thought
perhaps of the ‘ships at sea, and then dozed off again
and slept soundly till the morning. The same night
thousands of houses in the Southern Statés were
blown down, many people killed and others injured.
In the hundred-mile belt where the tempest raged
there was such terror and confusion as we cannot
even imagine . It would seem as if every state on the
Gulf of Mexico felt the storm and that it reached as
far north as Nebraska. ‘A great windstorm is an
awful. and a.terrible thing. .

There is trouble-among the tribesmen in the north
of India, The people who live among the hills' and
mountains there are very brave. There' is little doubt
that the well-trained forces of Lord Kitchener can
~defeat them, but it is a sad necessity that causes the:
bloodshed of brave men. It is reported that the
tribes are getting supplies from Afghanistan. The
matter would not be so grave if it were not for the
discontent in India itself. )

It was said a few weeks ago that it was belieyed
that unless the hunters were kept out of Behring
sea the seals would soon all be killéd. Now the
fishermen are ‘'saying the same thing about the salm-
on. The invention of canning has been the ruin of
the salmon. Before that, these valuable and beauti-_

ful fish went up the rivers in countiess numbers and™

laid their eggs or spawn In the zhallow water’ From
these the young salmon were hatched, went out to
sea and in their furn joined the schools that filled’

the rivers in midsummer.” When the canneries were"

built, the fish were caught in thousands ‘on their way
to the spawning grounds 'and the eggs wer ede-
stroyed. For some years it has been noticed that the
salmon are becoming less plentiful. Hatcheries were
built, but not nearly so many young: salmon came
from the spawn as in the days when 'the parent fish
left her eggs in the place nature told her was best.
All are agreed that unless fewér.salmon are caught
for some years, the fish will .disappear from our
waters,

By s
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! Time was when JDenmark, Norway and Sweden
were pne kingdom, Fuled: over by Canute the Great.
Still ‘the blood of the Norsemen flows in the veins
of many of thoseé whom we call Engligh or Scotch-
men. ~The beloved ' wife ‘of England’s king is a
Danish lady, and an English princess. has become
queen of Norway. King BEdward is anxious. that
these kindred peoples shall be close friends, Hg and
the Queen have been paying a visit 16 Denmark, and
they have érossed the Baltic to 'Stockholm, and will
go to Christiana.. It is said that in both Sweden and

be  warmly welcomed by the hospitable people. There
are :those who believe that there is some danger of
rmany and the northern kingdoms. joining to-

d ga'}her against England, and that King Edward wants

to prevent it. This may only be gossip. There is
nothing- more natural than that the King should

want to'pay a friendly visit to his daughter and her

husband, and the dear little children who were sSuch
pets in England last year. ~ fa \ ;
Sometimes it is said that men are no longer as
brave as they used to be. The Englishmeén of ‘the
British cruiser Gladiator and the captain and crew”
of the United States pasgix:fi« ship St. Paul showed
on' Saturday a week ago” ]
death as bravely as did any of the heroes of the old
days. "In a blinding snowstorm the St. Paul ‘crashed
into the man-of-war, almost cutting her in two. In
a few minutes she was sinking, but Her men stood
firm while the captain of the St. Paul lowered the
lifeboats.. Most'‘of the men were saved. Panic or
even ‘disorder would have cost the lives -of many,
perhaps of: all. - Such conduct . makes . .us .proud. :of
‘our race, ; g -

< “What do the boys and girls read? ' Forty years
ago there were but few children’s books. Henty had
-mot begun to write. Kipling was a baby, Pansy had
¥ not blossomed and Elsie was not born. When  children
had read their fairy tales there were:none but grown
people’s books.  Not even Tom Brown was to be had.
%}lgtlm:s ‘Progress was -in- almost. every home.: The
ible was read at home and In school. Books of his-
tory, poetry and good novels were read and. re-read.
There ‘were few newspapers and fewer magagines.
But in ‘t&« long winter evenings and stormy or ramy
days books which boys and girls today would call dry
were learned almost by heart by many a.country lad.
If, in after years, he was able to go to college, such
reading formed a ‘good foundation for the .profes-
sor’s lectures. If he stayed at home he had some-
thing to think about as he walked behind the plow or
tended his cattle, There are todaf ‘in, parliament. or
in ~business many ‘men whose only professors were
the dead mén whose. thoughts lived 'in ‘their books,
Their minds .43 strong as’the bodles which. were
nourished on good plain food in the days before cake
and candy could Be had every day. sy 2k

‘Thére are more good books today than ever be-
fore, 'but ‘there” are still ‘more .poor and worthless
ones.’ Too méany boys and girls think that reading is

only a’ pastime, and read books far more carelessly

than they play football or hockey., The minds of
such readers are not sprong and vigorous. ' One good
book read in a month“would be of more benefit than
a 'dozen or a hundred only skimmed over. == "

Every days 'the newspapers tell  stories of- the

. crimes of ‘boys whose minds have been poisoned by

bad books.  ‘Many of the lads who go to’ refs .
toriés and the'men Who ‘work -in' the: penitentiaries
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. bia should :do their. part.

t-they ‘at' least can: face

“inch, ‘the .big tiger was
.Then, ealizing the gravity

" the struggle was miore than equal

;one: foot and t
* sua—%iullng,' snorting reptile was gtad\;glly drawn for-

cession at the
instantapeous. « The'
i

e

could trace their~downfall to the wicked story which
they read in secret. :

‘What boy or girl under sixteen will write the best
short essay, on “Why We ‘Keep Empire Day”? The
editor will give a silver badge for the best and pub-
lish any that are very good.  Competitors must be
under sixteen, the work must be eoriginal and- the
essays must be in before the 20th of ‘this month.

The children of British Columbia should do somé-

thing 'to help in the  grand celebration in July in

bonor of the founding of Quebec. There is, of gourse,
only one place in Canada where such .a celebration
can_be held, and that-is Quebec, That is the birth-
place of Canada.” But every Canadian, and especially
every young Canadian, can honor the memory of the
great man/who “so. bravely laid the.foundation of the
Canadian nation, and of the other distinguished men
who helped’ in its . building. e children of. Can-
&da are asked by the governor-general, Earl Grey,
to’ contribute towards the monument on the Plains
of Abraham, and the boys and girls of British Colum-
! Vietoria’ children shounid
58 .thie example. Though she is three thousand miles
from Quebee, no cityvis more loyal to Canada or the
Empire than Victoria. 4 -

The boy King of Portugal is finding out that
many not only ‘his enemies but his:friends are dis-
‘honest men. It was stated some time ‘ago thdt his
father, King Carlos, had received from the treasury
money t6 which he had mo’ right. King Manuel
profised that it would be returned to the last dol-
lar. Now it turns out that the men who accused
the former government of dishonesty stule a still
greater' sum.; The consequence of these disclosures
is that there is danger of another rebellion. .

It is a great pity such a great number of people
went to the new town of Prince Rupert so early in
the season. There is no work there yet, and will not
be till June. Provisions are dear and there are not
eénough houses to live in. Theg meén who went up with
but little. money will suffer Severely. There will be
work between Prince Rupert and Edmonton for many
men during the summer, but it will not pay to sit
idle for many weeks waiting for it. <

Every b?y and girl in Victoria should -try to do
something for the exhibit, and to do it well. There

will be a great many people at the agricultural fair in~

the new building this' year. At every exhibition
where they have yet competed the work of the Vic-
toria children was the best in the province. Strang-
ers in the city will judge the schools by the chil-
dren’s work, and it should be excellent.

TIGER VS. CROCODILE

Very few human. beings have a chance of wit-
nessing the dire tragedies of forest and jungle. It
is weéll known that elephants fight to the death in
Africa and India, and very weird must that duel be.
The two. mighty tuskers manoeuvre this way and
that, and charge 'at one another, screaming - dnd
trumpeting, ‘locking : trunks -and tusks and-goring one
anbther with tremendous thrusts that have six tons
weight behind: them; "

Mr. F. C. Selous, too, the famous African hunter;
told ‘me the most impressive sight he had ever wit-
nessed in the wilds was that.of a magnificent giraffe,
over fifteen feet -high, racing madly through the for-
est with a full-grown male lion: clinging to his hind-
quarters and literally tearing -him to pieces.

_* 'The tiger, as e_veryomggmwg'; is a blood-thirsty
‘and pugnacious creature,.eften fighting with his own
Kind: Yot even.for tigerssdhers -lurks a-ddnger in
the rivers. of ia, «dreaded animals are

_frequently. dragged’ in.andidrowned after a terrific,

struggle by gigantic crocodiles. 1 was once fortunate

enough to witness a combat.of this kind—quite the

most impressive sight I.hdd ever seen. 0
I*had been. hunting sambhur deer; -and had lain

" down in_ a shady..grove by the side: of ~the  sacred

Godavery. river. . I had probably fallen-asleep with
my rifle by my side; when'/I became suddenly con-
gcious of an extraordinarily . loud purring ‘sound.

) - o Dr’awn by Percy Jone, Aged Twelve Years, 410 Vancouver ‘Streét

Opeéning my eyes, without moving, I beheld a magnifi-
cent tiger, quite eleven feet long, cautiously ap-
approaching a little back-water, with his head well
down between -his shoulders, as’ though trailing his
prey. = Presently the monster began to .lap like a

giant cat, and I thought I saw the placid surface,

slightly troubled. %
Suddenly something rose.up out.of the river and

* struck the drinking tiger a-tremendous biow on. the

head and shoulders. It was- the tail of a crocodile
that was passing under water within two. yards of
the tiger. With a;roar that shook the woods, the su-
perb: brute threw back his head, but before he could
realize ‘what' had happened the two great gaping
Jaws. were thrown“above the muddy surface and had
clashed together. The ‘crocpdile had missed his aim
at the tiger's ‘nose, but the 'long rows of terrible
teeth now closed upon the animal’s left cheek and
on' the tough hide of his neck, holding him as in a
vice. 2 i T )

. Then followed a frightfal struggle.  The reptile

was trying to drag the tiger into the river, while the.

endrmous and powerful brute,” with sinewy legs and
claws' ‘thrust < deep” into’“the sandy bank," resisted
with ‘all:hig immense- strength. - On the other side,
however, was the great and telling weight of the big
«croeodile;and the forward sweeps of his powerful
tail that thrashed at the tiger; and bade fair to pound
‘him to pieces. e 4 v
Awful to hear; indeed, were the.tiger's roars of
rage and pain. My nerwves fairly quivered, so near
and ' so ‘terrific ‘was the<: battle.
eagerly watching to give the tiger aid, but a shot to
be effective’ must needs be planted-behind the reptile’s
shoulder, and that:-'was. just now under water. I
could only bide my time.-and watch the strange tug-
of-war. Sometimes one, sometimes the other, flaggéed
in ‘his efforts. It was not to see, however, which
creature was likely to’ win, Siowly, almost inch by
ragged from his haunches,
: ; : of his peril, he would make
a mighty effort to pull himself back to his former
position. . Upon that, the hideous reptile, now three
parts-out of the water, Would ‘drag and tear harder
than' ever, sweeping and thrashing with ‘his mailed.
tail,..while  his victim, torn and irutilated, growled
his agony with terrifying intensity. . e
After three or four 6f these bouts, the tiger still.
held +his ground fairly well. But now his foe, im-

patient, for the end, ‘changed ‘tactics altogether.- ‘To *

sectire_a._ better hold the great long jaws relaxed a
moment. But-at the same Instant the tiger had

wrenched " his torn cheek from the loosened jaws, -

and. quick as a flash his great fangs .crunched with
maddened “force through the bony jaw and outspread
tongue of ‘the .crocodile,. whose swirling “tail, churn-
ing the Godavery into feam, told its own :story.
The biter - was was-now bit with a vengeance, and

nificent specimen—could drag at his enemy without
being flayed alive, and drag he did. - In spite of the
great. loas of blood, he ac lly gain
one' tremendous’ liff. Then hé would draw back first
l\en the other; and ‘in -this way the

w from the edge of the slope. i
this' time I was. more than anxious 10 help.the
tiger, and my-charce soon cams, ag the crocodile was
obliged' to thrust forward ‘hiS short fore:legs, show-
‘whiteof his shoulder: "I fired twice in quick
o St R A
: R il whirled and
hrashed in- theudr.wa& ‘front paws seémed to lose
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their hold, and the horrible brute la.ﬂm inert mass,
which the tiger dragged triumphantly still further
up the slope. .

. Suddenly he stopped and relaxed his hold, keep-

ing himself rigid and ready for a moment. Then he
dragged his muzzle down to that of his prostrate foe,

sniffed at him once or twice, and then, with a low .

growl—pérhaps -of wonder, perhaps of deflance or
triumph—he turned and ‘vanished, like a great yel-
low striped phantom, into the long jungle grass. And
most willingly did I let him go.—W. G. Fitz-Gerald in
Boy’s Own,

SHORT STORIES

The Day and the Goddess

In a great cave in a- mountain of Thuringia there
dwelt in by-gone days a goddess called by some peo-
ple the White Lady, by others Ostara or.Eastre. This
deity had a large train of attendants, for it was her
work to watch over and guard the souls of unborn
children.

When she went abroad, the kind goddess looked
after the flowers and the plants-which sprung bloom-
ing in her pathway, and her infant train, each with'a
watering-pot in hand, gave the thirsty plants water
to nourish them. ;

Though surrounded by all these little ones, Eastre’s
abode was not a noisy place. The goddess  herself

was renowned for her silence, and though she was’

gifted with foresight and knew all that was to hap-
pen in the world, she never revealed the secrets, which
fate, with a kind hand, hid from man’s eyes.

To time and experience the Wnite Lady left the
harsh duty of dragging from youth’s hopes the veil of
illusion. For her, each moment as it came was full of
its own interests, and she put from her the visions of
the future. As typical of this silence which she wore
as a crown, so freighted was it with wisdom. Eastre
was always accompanied by a heron-and crowned
with heron plumes, the symbol of silence or forget-
fulness.

This  beneficient goddess possessed also a magic
fountain "called Quickborn, which < was virtually a
fountain of youth. So the goddess herself was always
young, and her attendants, babes, birds, rabbits and
flowers were always fresh and fair, like “lilies in the
morning with the dew upon them.” <

Eastre was the goddess of spring, of the new life,
of the resurrection, and in hér honor, the: people pre-
sented “to each other on her feast-day, presents  of
eggs, many colored, as symbols of the new life. The
colors in the eggs were signs of the many hued clouds
that the White Lady spun. For spinning was ane of
her ‘great tasks, and many golden threads she wove
into the lives of her chosen ones: 5

Often; at nightfall, the goddess would wander
through the darkened cities, looking at the work of
the maidens. Where she found the spinning carefully
performed, she frequently left a distaff.full of extra-
fine flax, or perhaps a golden strand of her own weav-
ing. -But where she found the work carelessly ‘done,
or: neglected, she left the flax soiled or the spinning-
wheel broken.

Once a year the goddess 'took out her sacred car,
and mounting it, went along the Milky Way. As she
drove over the lands; all the coldness of winter passed
away and spring awoke in all its gladness, The leaf-
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less trees shook out their tiny buds; the flowers raised
their heads and smiled. Birds began to twitter on the
boughs and the rabbits began to run about.  Then,
too, little children came from their homes and played

in the sunshine, and Eastre, looking down, smiled to-:

see the earth glad with the same. life that-filled her
cave in the misty mountains.; -

One time the car of the White Lady was damaged. '

She. told a wheelright to repair it, and for payment
sald he should keep the chips. The man was indig-
fiant, not knowing who the goddess was, and kept but
a few pieces.
row, to find the waste wood turned to gold. But the
pieces that he had discarded he could not:find. - So he
%earned wisdom from his folly, as perhaps we_all must
earn. rh y )

As long as the goddess was fully honored Qhe re-

mained’ in ‘her home, blessing the people. But.once,
it is recorded, she left her cave; her infant train drag-
‘ging her plow, and took up her abode in ‘a. distant
land. Then sorrow and mourning spread ameng the
‘people, and in pity, the goddess returned and restored
hér past favor and benefits.
dened once more.

“In different countries this goddess was known by

different names, and thongh her ‘occupation was the
same, its form was sometimes slightly altered. But in
all lands, at her approach earth was gladdened, war-
riors laid down their arms, and peace and good-will
reigned on earth. 4 ek

Is it any wonder, then, that, when Christianity was
introduced amongst the people, though they discarded
their. other gods they refused to entirely give up

Eastre? No! they held the name, the symbols, and.

“the kind feelings, and grafted them onto their .new

faith, and today we celebrate Easter, with the feeling

of joy, as of old, at the new life, the resurrection.
* And it is, as of ‘old, a day for the children; for the

flowers; for the. gift of eggs as symbols of the new'

life.. Nor does it loseé anything of sweetness or glory,
because, far back in the darkness of non-civilization;
the people wére roused, glorified, humanized, by the
influence of the reawakening,. the resurrection of na-
ture—~Chicago News. = Goie ,

‘Nlﬁpho:{’o Boyhood Debt

" The great emperor, Napoleon, passed his youth at
the mﬂlta.ry school of Brienne. Here were laid the
foundations of that knowledge which enabled him to
a.ccomplis?b mighty deeds in later years..

There was ah old fruit woman stationed near the
school, and she it was who provided tempting eat-
_ables for the future hero. ould he have no money,
it mattered not at ally for she knew he would always
repay her just as soon as his next allowance arrived.
It 50 happened that when he was ready to leaye the
school, he was still two crowns in her debt He said
to }zle‘r 'bafoge 'makmgl : llxls' dfpartu?e:

“My good woman, I fear I must go without i
what“I owe you; but'l shall not fox-get;"b e
'Th; fruit wo:nb,n"iréxg‘ll.ed: ‘Ad R e iy

. Oh, do not permit that to disturb your. pedce:of

mind, my noble young d;:n 4 i
Py o AR

such arduous and exciting ‘work as

En%xed in d . excl ’
was the young saldier, he could hatdly be blamed for

pe

sliowime s triing debi 10 stp his memory for the

‘What was his amazemernt on the mor-*

So the land was glad-.

er boys, Napoleon was very fond of fruit.

May God preserve your

- B \g ‘[‘

Napoleon bécame a general and conquered Italy.
He then jinvaded Egypt. -Returning by means of a
sea Swarming with ships of the enemy, he entered
Paris and was named premier consul.

Napoleon established peace in his country; he was
crowned emperor of France; still in fulfilment of his
boyhood debt the old fruit swoman had nothing but
his promise:

“I shall not forget” 5 }

But such a promise was of higher value than the
sum of money involved. So it was that when, one
day, Napoleon entered Brienne and incognito, he re=
membered his promise and hastily bethought himself
to repair his neglect.

‘What memories were recalled as, with a trusted
officer in sole attendance, he traversed the streets he
had trod so often when a boy! All the incidents of
his early youth came back to him wvividly.

After a' while he paused before the -humble dwel-
ling whaere the fruit woman had once made her home.
A-bystander informed him that the good woman still
resided there. The two entered.

“May we have seme refreshment?” asked the em-
peror N sy :

“Certainly,” responded the woman, and she -went
out into her garden, re-appearing shortly with a deli-
cious melon, which. was set before them. ,

" “Whilethe fruit-woman proceeded with the care of
her fire, one of her visitors asked: :

“De you know the emperor, and whether he is ex-
pected here today?” o5

' “He has not yet arrived,” she answered, “although
he is expected almost any time. Why should I not
kpnow 'the emperor? He bought many a basket  of
fruit from me while here at school.”

“And did he always pay you promptly?” persisted
the empercr

“Certainly, no one was more honest,” was the in-
dignant rejoinder.

Then her distinguished visitor arose, saying:

“My good woman, you either spéak wuntruth, or
you have a poor memory. As proof that you do not
know the emperor, T may say that I am he; and to
prove that the emperor did not always conscientiously
pay his debts, I would recall to your mind those two
crowns he owed you when he left school.”

At the same time the other visitor deposited ok
the table a gleaming heép of gold coin to the amount
of 1200 francs.

And the honest womamn, now recognizing the em-
peror, fell at his feet, almost overcome with joy at
the meeting. Her little children clung to ‘her, re-
garding the great men with astonishment, not know-
ing whether to ' laugh or weep. .

Napoleon ordered that the poor dwelling be torn
down, and that another be erected in its place.

“It is in this house,” he said, “that I wish to lodge
whenever I come to Brienne; and I wish it‘to bear
my name.” 3 >

Before taking leave of the fruit woman he promis-
ed that he would take good care of her children. He
kept his word, so that \you may know the debt of his
boyhiood was paid honorably and in full

_ <The Schoolbay Brain.

One of the most substantial and genuine delights
for those of humorous appreciation consists in a
study of the answers made by schoolgirls and school-
boys in exdmination papers. ‘A writer in the current

Harper’'s. Weeekly has collected;
a new batch’ of these, of' which
the following specimens ' are
among . the most choice: !
“Blood eonsists ‘of two ‘sorts
»f e¢ork-screws—red ‘co'r k -
.screws - and- white cork:screws.”
*Asked to explain what a butt-
1« ?ess is, ome bay replied, “A wo-
© T ydan”Whosmakes butter.” . [~ -
- *One pupil @sfined primate as
“the wife'of a Prime Minster”
. “Gravity  was discovered ° by
Isaac Walton. It is chiefly’ no-
ticeable in the autumn, when the
apples . are falling from - the
trees.” .. 1%

3 To the .question, “What is . a
.7 limited ~monarchy?” this answer

-was returned: ; a g
- -“A limitéd monarchy Is . gov-
ernment by a king who, in case
of bankruptcy, would not be re-
sponsible for the entire national
debt. You have the same thing
in private life in limited liability
companies.” =

.Bitter Cold in Russia
Only, three times in. two hun-
dred. years has Russia known
* - such severe and sustained cold’
weather, as that of the winter
just past. On the steppes of Si-
beria -the cold was ’so " intense
that railway locomotive ' engin-
eers fo t7 impossible to gi
: the boilers,
1 for days on tracks in
orsaken Tegions, the 'passengers
n‘etlmes suffering hunger as
well as cold. ; :

Old-Time Bird-Trainers

The training of birds and animals to perform all

_kinds of itricks  is by no means a modern notion; it

has ‘been done from the earliest times. The editor
reécently read an account of -sbm"‘%ﬁned.,,blrds’ that
were exhibited in London, in 1789, by a juggler named
Breslaw, than which nothing more wonderful is-done
now. A dozen birds; taken from different cages, were
placed on'a table. in- the presence of the spectators.
Little paper caps were put on their -heads, and little
guns were put under their left wings, being a da
so as to stand erect, as genuine guns stand when held
by men. The birds then rangéd themselves in line,
like a company of soldiers, and marched up and down
the table in admirable order. Then a single bird was
brought forward ‘andplaced betvkaeen.utwo files * of
birds, three in each line,.acting as a guard. They
marched from one end of the’table to the other; con-
ducting the prisoner,” where they placed him in front
of a little brasscannon, which had bgen charged with
a small quantity ofpowder. - 'The guards then retired,

. three on -one side'and three¢ on the other, the prisoner

being left alone.  Another bird was thén brought out,
and a lig match was placed in its claws. At a
-word from the trainer,’ this little cannohiér jumped to
the tail-piece of the cannon and applied the match to
the.primi Thaere was a lttle report, at:which the
prisoner fell, as‘if killed, where it lay until the trainer
called it, when it hopped up and went into 'its cage.
The other birds then went into their cages in perfect
-order, and .thé show was over.. . ; 3
‘ : “Nurgery - Rhymes. i
“There w,?{s' a crooked man, and he went a crooked

mile, i _ Lt
And .heé,t f(;und a crooked-sixpence beside a crooked
yie; . - | } Pl ] g .
He bought a’ crooked cat, which caught a crooked
- mouse; s , : x
And they all lived together in a little crooked house

Now, this little crooked man, he led a crooked life,
And so when he got married, he got a c‘roukedkwfté‘,.
‘And yet, #f you'll:believe me, though funny to relate,
This selfsame crooked wife of his contrived to kéep

him - straight.

‘What' a Lit{le Girl’'s Made of?
“What are little girle made of, madc' of
‘What are little' girls m: oL
Sugar and spice and e hing nicc—y
That's wha.t’l‘ttle girls are made of. '

“What are little boy'u'!me of, made o
‘- What are m;lﬁmn_’ 8 made of? .t"
* ‘Snips and snails and puppy dogs’ talis—
That's what little boys are made up.”
‘ What are thelr mothers madé of, made ot
What are %aﬁi&s’ﬁniﬂé’e‘d o e
. Ribbons and rings @nd .similar things—
_That's what their ;mothers are made of.
" What are their fathers made of, made of;
What' are their fathers made of? . '
.+, Dollarg and dimes, and terrors—at |
* THa&Y's what tﬁw«jnm T
“i0 ==Anna Marion Smithin St. Nicholas




