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THE CHARGE AGAINST MR.
GREEN -

We ask the indulgence of our read-
ers in . respect to :the ‘Vancouver
World’s charges against- Mr. R. F.
Green, lately: Chief Commissioner of
Lands and "~Works. Although Mr.
Green is: no longer -a member of the
government, his late colleagues are
responsible for his administrative
acts, and have shown no disposition
to aveid that responsibility.  They
are not responible for his personal
transactions, except so far as they
can be held to have condoned them,
if in any respect they were open to
adverse criticism. The .statement
made by the World has been shown
to be inaccurate in some very impor-
tant particulars. It is incorrect in so

< far as’it reélates to ‘Mr. Cuppage. That
‘gentleman most positively denles that
‘he is or ever was the owner of any
shares- in the Transportation Explor-
ation Company, -and that he is or
was a director in that company. This
completely dispeses of the World's al-
legation that certain shares, alleged
to have been issued to Mr. Neil Mc-
Kay were assigned to Mr. Cuppage.
Mr. Cuppage also completely disposes
of the World’s statement that coal
leases were issued to the Transporta-
tion Exploration Syndicate. He alsc
says that the Times was informed by
him that he was not a director of the
above-mentioned company, and vyet
that paper printed the World’s as-
sertion without qualification.

We- have also inquired from the
Lands and ‘Works Department, and
have been officially informed that the
Department has not dealt in any way
with lands in the portion of the prov-
ince, which includes the Pine River
Pags. This appears to dispose con-
clusively of the Wox:ld's statement,
that leases for coal lands in the Pine
River Pass were granted by Mr.
Green after he had received shares in
a company:of the par value of $317,000.!
Our  information is: that the coal
leases in the Telqua valley were ap-
plied for and issued in the ordinary
course of business.

This is as far as we have been able
to investigate the subject. We have
endeavored to reach Mr. Green by
wire, but he is at Trout Lake and the
‘wires are down. He cannot possibly
'know that the World has printed any
charge against him, and this will ex-
plain why we are without any infor-
mation from him on .the subject. It
appears from - what .has been said
above that on-every point upon which
it has been possible to make inquiry,
the statement of the World is shown
to be without foundation. We defer
any comment: until “we have had an
opportunity of ‘investigating every

“phase of the subject.
o -

CONSTRUCTION OF THE G. T. P.

Mr.-H. P. Bell writes us at consid-
erable length setting forth how, in his
opinion-the ‘construction of the Grand
Trunk - Pacific through this province
can be expedited. He recommer}ds
that the operation of the law relating
to Chinese immigration shall be sus-
pended long enough to enable the
company to get a sufficient- number of
Chinamen to build the line within the
time limited. We have refused pub-
ication to all letters recommending
the admission of the Chinese as a so-
fution of the labor problem ‘here, but
we print Mr. Bell’s letter because we
are impressed with the idea that an
effort will be made on behaif of the
company to secure action along the
line indicated by Mr. Bell and we wish
to take the earliest opportunity of pro-
testing against anything of the kind
and of calling upon.the people of the
province generally to unite in opposing
any effort to deluge this country with
Chinese labor in order that the Grand
Trunk Pacific Railway Company may
save $6,000,000 or so in the construc-
tion of their line across British Co-
Iumbia.

The Grand Trunk Pacific has en-
tered into a contract to build the rail-
way to the Pacific coast by 1911. Very
generous assistance is given by the
Dominion. The company entered into
the arrangement with its eyesopen. Its
officials knew, or if they did not know
they could readily have ascertained,
that only a comparatively small num-
per of Chinamen would be available for
construction work. They must have
contemplated carrying out their con-
tract with white labor chiefly, and they
have no claim, either legally or equit-
ably, to have the exclusion law sus-
pended on their behalf. If it can be
properly urged that the G. T. Pacific
shall be allowed to import Chinamen,
why not the C. P. R. the C. N. R,, the
G. N. R. and every other rallway com-
pany contemplating the ~construction
of lines in British ‘Columbla? Why
draw the line at railway companies?
Why not permit every, one to contract
with Chinese merchants for such Chin-
ese labor as he may require?

We are quite at a loss to understand
why so much difficulty is made in re-
gard to railway construction in this
province. During gll the debate on the
G. T. Pacific contract there was a
strong under-current of protest against
building in British Columbia at all
The difficulties of the work were mag-
nified; the advantages of the line,
when built, were minimized. No one
seemed called upon to state in his place
in parliament ‘that we have here a
province that is second to no other in
its ablity to furnish traffic for rail-
ways. Mr. Bell speaks of the unwil-
lingness of white men to work at rail-
way building here. They are not
unwilling fo do so in the Pacific states.
What good reason is there for sup-
posing that they will be unwilling to
do so here? The case of the C. P. R.
proves nothing. Conditions have
changed since the main line of that
railway was built and many miles of
track have been built in the province
without the aid of Chinese labor. We
repeat that we protest against any. sus-
pension of the $500 head tax in favor
of the Grand Trunk Pacific or any
other railway company, and we pro-
test alse against any extension of time
being granted that company.

Condltions in France are growing
very serious. At heart a very large
number of the French people are deep-
ly religious, and there is a limit be-
yond which the government.cannot
gafely go in its interference with re-
liglous worship.

e
NO UNPAID TAXES -

The statement 'is’ made frequently
in the Opposition press that the Can-
adian Pacific Railway Company owes
the province a large sum -of  money,
it is usually put at $750,000, for taxes,
which the government has neglected
to collect. Those who make the state-
ment are careful to content them-
selves with the bald proposition. It
is always difficult to meet a general
statement of that nature, except by a
general denial, which has_ been given

in respect to this particular assertion|

over and over again.. The Canadian
Pacific Railway Company has paid
every .dol'lar of taxes for ~which it
could be assessed legally. It has not
been exempted to any extent what-
ever, and there is no one who has the
authority to grant it any exemption.
We understand that the basis of the
allegationvarises out of a transaction
between the B. C. Southern Railway
Company  and ‘Mr. F. Aug. Heinze.
Under that arrangement there are
certain lands, which the ~ Company
claim should be vested in Mr. Heinze,
and when they so become vested they
will be taxable. As long as the lands
are the property of the Railway Com-
pany they are not taxable by the
terms of the grant, but they become
liable the moment they are alienated.
We have seen it stated in the press,
and believe it to be true, that the
Railway Company has ‘begun an ac-
tion against Mr. Heinze to compel
him to take a conveyance of the land.
As we understand the matter, the
land cannot be taxed while the com-
pany holds it; hence the company
cannot owe taxes upon it under any
circumstances. - If any one is liable
it is ‘Mr.- Heinze, and he. is_not un-
less the land has been trangsi erréd to
him. The government -is absolutely
powerless in the matter. |

In this connection reference may be
made to another matter of & ‘some-
what similar nature. Some De€ople ask
why the lands in the E. & N. belt
have not been. taxed, seeing that the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company
now owns that undertaking. The an-
swer in this case is somewhat differ-
ent. Under the law granting the
land on the Island to the Dominion
government to be used as a railway
belt, it is expressly stipulated that it
shall not be taxed, “unless and until
the same are used by the company
for other than railroad purposes, or
leased, occupied, sold or alienated.”
The E. & N. Railway Company did
not sell to the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Company. What happened was
that the sharehold:rs of the E. & N.
Company sold their shares elther to
the C. P. R. Company, or some one
representing . that company—it is im-
material which. If tomorrow any
person or body corporate should pur-
chase the E. & N. shares from the C.
P. R., the land would not become
subject to taxation. By the terms of
the original grant the land cannot be
taxed, while it is vested in the E. &,
N. Raj'way Company, no matter who
may own the shares in that company.
This is the law of the province, and
has been the law ever since 1884. It
is doubtful if the legislature could
alter it, if it wished to do so, because
the granting of the .land was to the
Dominjon, and it was turned .over to
the company by the Dominion. We
have explained these matters at some
tength to avoid misunderstandings,
some of which are innocent enough,
and others are due to the deliberate
misrepresentations of people, who
pught to know better.

Q) e

THE RULE OF THE ROAD

Yesterday at noon an elderly man
narrowly escaped being run down by &
two-horse team at the corner of Yates
and Broad streets. No harm was done,
pbut possibly it may be timely to say
something about the rule of the road.
At street crossings, pedestrians have
the right of way. It is the duty of
drivers of vehicles to be watchful, and
if through negligence injury is done
an individual, the person injured pas
his remedy at law. We do  not think
that this rule is generally understood.
Whether or not .it has been extended
to apply to street cars we are uncer-
tain, but we are inclined to think that
it covers them as well. We think the
motorneer is bound to stop his car to
enable pedestrians to get across the
tracks, and that a furious sounding
of the gong is not sufficient. Of course
motor cars are governed by the gen-
eral rule of the road. At the same
time the rights of pedestrians' must be
used within reasonable bounds. No
one has a right to interrupt orderly
traffic by insisting upon all occasions
that he has the right of way over ve-
hicles. In this connection a practice,
very common in Victoria, of stopping
carriages at crossings and permitting
them  to stand there, may be men-
tioned. This. is clearly wrong, and while
an individual, who is compelled to go
out of his way, because some team-
ster or driver of a private carriage
chooses to obstruct the crossing, may
not have any right of action, the party
offending would be liable to prosecu-
tion for obstructing the street. We
think that in nearly all matters of this
kind, the fault arises through ignor-
ance of the rule; although in all parts
of the country the boys, who drive
butchers’ or bakers’ carts seem to think
that they own the world.

0
A SUGGESTION

There are in Victoria at the. present
time a large number of people from
the Prairie provinces. They are an
exceedingly bright lot of people. They
are men who have made things go
elsewhere, and they know how tomake
things go here. They are excellent
pusiness men, and when they give
their word in a transaction, it goes.
These people are almost all spending
a lot of money in the town. They are
buying a great deal of land. They
are becoming deeply interested in the
future of the city. Now in times past,
when any considerable number of peo-
ple have come to this city in a body,
we have tried to do something to en-
able them to see what sort of a place
Vancouver Island is. We suggest that
we should do something of the kind by
our Prairie visitors.

There is no object in giving them
a drive around town, because most of
them have .covered the ground pretty
well for themselves; but it would be
an excellent idea to take them up the
E. & N. and show them the coal mines,
stopping off at Duncans to let them
have a look at that delightful spot,

and also to take them out to Sidneyi

over the V. & S. for the purpose of
letting them see what the immediate
suburbs of Victoria are like. If after
this were done, they were given an
informal lunch, so as to enable them
to meet a lot of Victoria people, we
are sure the effort would produce good
 results.

There is a reception committee in
connection with the Tourist and Devel-
opment Association, and also in connec-
tion with the Board of Trade. On
other occasions these committees have
done very good work, but we doubt
if there ever was am occasion when
they can accomplish more than at

present, by extending to our fellow
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tle of ‘the courtesy for which Vie-
toria is justly celebrated.

THE ISSUE STATED

The provincial government stands
for “better térms.” By this is meant
a permanent addition to the revenue
of the province from the federal
treasury. This permanent addition
would be avallable to all and every
ministry that might be In power in
the province. It would not be sub-
ject to the whim of parliament from
session to session.

The opposition stands for larger
appropriations in lieu of better terms.
There would be nothing permanent
about these. They would be subject
from year to year to the whim of the
government of the day. They would
not bé avallable to assist the gov-
ernment of the préyinge in meeting
J xpense of ad-
s” of the prov-

ministering the a
ince.

The province ‘is ititled to larger
annual appropriations, and 1t has been
shown over and over again that jus-
tice is not done us in that respect. The
Liberals have been in power at Ottawa
for more than ten years, and if they
had any intention of making appro-
priations, in keeping with the contri-
butions of this province to the Do-
minion revenue, they have had ample
opportunity to do so.

But the province {s entitled to spe-
clal consideration because of the ex-
geptional difficulties attending the
carrying on of the government by rea-
son of geographical cogditions. This,
coupled. with the faet”that the peo-
ple of British Columbia ‘are exception-
ally large contributors to the federal
revenue, constitutes the basis of the
claim for better ‘terms. ’

Larger appropriations have nothing
to do with better terms.

This is the issue between the two
parties. The Conservatives claim
better terms and larger appropriations;
the Liberals will be content ‘withlar-
ger appropriations alone.

Upon this issue there can be no
doubt where the very great majority
of the people of British Columbia
stand. In fact, until Mr. Macdonald de-
tined his position, we did not suppose
that there was any difference of opin=
fon in the province'in respect to bet-
ter terms.

Me. Macdonald has gone back upon
his own record on.this q ion. He
has done so after .consulta with
Mr. McInnes. That gentlemal§came
from Ottawa with - instructions. Do
we do him an injustice when we say
that the support of Ottawa to his po-
litical schemes was . contingent upon
the abandonment of the claim for bet-
ter terms? We cannot prove that it
was; but the known ‘facts point that
way.

TWO SALES CONTRASTED

We are told by the Times that the
Dominion government has actually
sold to the Grand Trunk Pacific 13,-
519 acres, being parts of Kaien and
Digby islands included in an Indian
Reservation. Now it is a well-known
fact’ that the Dominion government
does not own the Indian reservations.
They belong to -the province, subject
to the use of the Indians.. It was never
heard until this transaction  occurred
that the Dominion has® ‘any. right
whatever to sell these reservations.
Yet this area.has'been sold,"and sold
to the railway -comipany without any
conditions whatever. -Of course this
sale is subject to the. reversionary
right of the province: Seaiir T4

Is there a.’man.who' supposes for
a moment that fhe' compdny ‘will be
satisfied with the ‘title.it, mow has?
Does any ene.suppose that it will go
on and expend-large sums of money
on .this land, ‘knowing perfectly well
that it has not and never can have
a title to it?. Surely mo one will ex-
pect the company to do that. No pri-
vate individual would think of doing
such a thing. The company expects
to receive the reversionary interest of
the province, and we say without fear
of successful contradiction that, if the
Liberals come into power, the request
of the Dominion government will be
complied with and the reversionary
right of the province to those 13,000
acres will be surrendered without any
consideration. We challenge the Times
to deny this statement.

In the land sold by the province to
the company one-fourth was reserved
to the province, including a large part
of the waterfront. In the land, which
the 'Dominion government is seeking
to have the province give the coOm-
pany, every acre and every foot of
waterfront will belong to the com-
pany. There is no comparison between
the two transactions, 'as far as the
benefit of the province is concerned.
Under the Kaien Island sale, the prov-
ince would have made millions, if the
reservations had not been sold to the
company. Under the sale of the res-
ervation the province will be deprived
not only of any possible receipts from
that area, but every acre of the Kaien
Island tract will be depreciated in
value, by reason of the fact that the
company will have a greater induce-
ment to develop the reservation, every
foot of which they will own, than the
10,000 acres sold to them by the prov-
ior:‘(;e. only three-fourths of which they

n.

SOCIALISM AND LABOR
Our advices from Rossland
that, in a speech delivered in tg;.?
city, Mr. Mclnnes went to the ex-
treme limit in denouncing Labor men
and Socialists.. This .comes with a
very poor grace from a -man, who
early in his political -career, furnlsh:
ed the miners at Nanaimo with So-
cialist literature, and has -on more
than one .occasion- advocated proce-
dure which -even Socialists would
cgnmder extravagant. Concerning So-
cxg‘.ism, as a political cult, we do not
tmr}k there is any proper place for
it in British Columbia, - politics. Its
theories are interesting, and under
one form or another hdave been advo-
cated in the past-by many able and
excellent men. The . great evil in con-
nection with it is that it has been
equused by men, who think they see
in it a means for advancing their
personal ends, and who, for the lack
of ‘a thorough understanding of their
own subject, and because they do
not realize that everything good in
Socialism can only be developed by
a slow process extending over gener-
ations, counsel violence ahd preach
disloyalty. This sort of thing does
incalculable harm and prevents the
progress of the reforms, which So-
cialism professes to aim at promot-
ing. As a political cult, Socialism is
fraught with mischief to the com-
munity; but many of the ideas ad-
vanced by its real leaders, we do not
mean. the fanatics who talk ‘of pull-
ing down the flag and working al-
ways  for the revolution, are worthy
of consideration, and are having their
influence upon legislation in all
parts of the world. The greater num-
ber of those, who call themselves
Soclalists, are not unreasonable men,
and they have identified themselves
with the political party of that name.
chiefly because they have been led to
believe that there is no hope for a

}
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better state of things from the cxlrcll

parties. We think that _they have
made 'a great mistake; we think
they are very badly advised by those
to whom they look for guidance; we
think that they are chasing shadows.
At the same time we recognize that
they are citizens of the country, and
as long as they confine themse!ves
to reasonable agitation, and do not
advocate the violent . overthrow of
existing institutions, they are entitled
to deal with the questions of the day
in. such manner 4s seems best
to themselves.

The Labor Party stands on a dif-
ferent footing. During the last quar-
ter of a century conditions have
arisen, which put a new complexion
upon politics, and these are finding
expression in the Labor movement as
a political organization. - With the
spread of education and the general
irnprovement in the status of Work-
ing men, there has arisen a demand
for the recognition of new principles
in legislation. The Labor movement
has nothing in common with Social-~
ism. It is the outcome of political
evolution. We do not believe that
the Labor Party ,will be a perman-
ent political organization, because the
interests which it represents are too
closely identified with those of the
whole~community. If British Colum-
bia leeraligm had been progressive,
lh(—;ra would be no Labor Party in
this province; but as it is absolute-
ly non-progressive, as it is hand-in-
glove with interests, which are hos-
tile to the ILabor movement, the
wage-earners have resolved to place
their own candidates in the field, and
thereby Secure representation of their
views upon .the floor of the legis'a-
ture. There is no warrant for class-
mg Labor men -with Socialists, and
if they are driven to ally themselves
with that party, it will only be be-
cause they believe that they cannot
get justice otherwise. - There 1is no
class of men, who are more deeply
concerned in the welfare of the coun-
try than the wage-earners. Their
prosperity depends directlyv upon the
condition of business. There inter-
ests demand stable government. They
have nothing to gain by overthrow-
ing the present administration and
placing in power an untried party,
whase ' chief spokesman cannot find
X]ords strong enough to 'denounce

em.

AN ENGLISH VIEW

Folowing is an extract from a let-
ter. written by a resident of London,
prominent in financial circles, who
has been in the past, and we believe
now is identified in ‘a large way with
British' Columbia investments:

“A cable has arrived from Ottawa
saying ‘McInnes has resigned from
Governorship of Yukon and is going
into provincial politics.” We conclude
this means he is going to fight the
provincial battle backed by the Do-
minion government. We feel here
that McBride has too streng a posi-
tion, and too good a record for any-
one to upset him. I hope in the true
interest of the province, it will be
so. The constant changss in govern-
ment have done the greatest possible
harm to the credit of British Colum-
bia, and, Libera! as I am in English
politics, I should not hesitate to vote
for the McBride government in the
true interest of the ‘province.”

It is not surprising that indepen-
dent outsiders are startled at the
spectacle of the Ottawa government
fighting for the oVerthrow of an ad-
ministration, which, has given this
province so much that is commend-
able during the .three and a half
years in which it has been in power.
The spectable of Ottawa intgrference
in a locai contest is fortunately not
usual and those -who know Sir Wil-
frid Laurier best are the most amaz-
ed that he has lent himself to such
an arrangement now. Fortunately
there is very little doubt as to what
the result will be. The people of
British Columbia are not going to
bave Mr..Mclnnes at any price. We
do not mean to say that he will not
be elected. -Constituencies do strange
things, and perhaps the most uncer-
tain of them -all is the constituency
of Vancouver, the personnel of which
must have changed to a very large de-
gree since 1903. But we do not be-
lieve that Mr. McInnes will be followed
by anything like a majority of the
House, if he succeeds.in gaining a seat
for himself. The people of the prov-
ince know him too well. They know
that his paramountcy in the legisla-
ture would be regarded in the money
centres as a danger signal. The thing

for the people to do is to send thej

government back with so strong & ma-
jority that Mr. McInnes’ capacity for
mischief will be reduced to a mini-
mum.

MR. C. E. POOLEY

Among the candidates seekinge the
suffrages of the people of this prov-
ince none has a better public and pri-
vate record, none is more closely in
touch with the needs of the provihce,
none possesses in a higher degree the
confidence of the people at large
than Mr. C. E. Pooley, Conservative
nominee for Esquimalt. An old-time
resident, with large interests and with
a greater experience in public af-
fairs than any other man now .seek-
ing election, one would suppose that

‘ there would be no question as to his

being the choice of his neighbors and
friends, whom he has served so often
and so well in the past. We do not
think there is much doubt about his
election. 'His opponent is without po-
litieal experience, and, whatever his
personal qualities may be, has neither
the knowledge of affairs, nor the train-
ing fitting him for a representative
position.

But far more important - than the
personality of the candidates are the
causes for which they stand. Mr.
Jardine stands for the overthrow of
the present stable and satisfactory
government and handing over the prov-
ince to the vagaries of Mr. Mclnnes.
On the other hand Mr. Pooley stands
for the continuation of an administra-
tion, which has done more to establish
the credit of the province abroad than
any of its predecessors. While on
personal grounds the friends of -Mr.
Pooley can urge his election with con-
fidence; on public grounds, and this
is after-all the true way in which such
matters should be regarded, they can,
with the utmost confidence, ask the
people of Esquimalt to return him, be-
cause by so doing they will do their
share in advancing the welfare of the
whole province. Few districts are more
deeply interested in the maintenance
of settled conditions than Esquimalt.
From all indications it stands an ex-
cellent chance of becoming the scene
of great industrial actlvity. Never
before has as great attention been paid
to the advantages of the country
around Esquimalt Harbor as the site
of factories and the ®establishment of
Railway termini. Apparently, if noth-
ing transpires to weaken the confi-
dence of Investors in the future ad-
ministration of the province, the in-
dustrial future of Esquimalt will be
brilliant. “We put it to the voters of
that constituency to say plainly what
they expect to gain by playing into
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the hands of the provincjal opposition.
There are no issues in this campaign
that any one cannot see right upon the
surface. What good can the voters of
Esquimalt do themselves by endeav-
oring to defeat the government? What
good can' they hope to derive from
elesting Mr, Jardine? To elect Mr.
Pooley means to do all that one con-
stituency can do to keep the govern-
ment of the province stable. To elect
Mr. Jardine—no one can foresee what
it may mean.

For these reasons.we urge upon the
voters of Esquimalt to spare no ef-
fort to see that Mr. Pooley is again
elected. They know that in him they
will have a good friend and a cour-
ageous representative. They know that
he will stand in the House for sta-
bility and progress. His opponent is
an unknown quantity in a public way.
If elected, he cannot hope to improve
upon present -conditions, and he may
contribute to such ‘changes of policy
as will unsettle the public mind, pre-
vent investment and undo all the good
work that has been wrought during
the last three and a half years.

THE TWO CHIEF ISSUES

There are two issues In this cam-
paign, which, by reason of their very
great importance, far .transcend ali
others. They are not partizan issues,
that is to say, they do not affect one
political party more than - another.
They are issues of a general charac-
ter, and - the Colonist feels that in
urging them upon the consideration
of the electorate, it is discharging a
public duty. Readers of this paper
will bear us out in the statement that
we have endeavored throughout the
campaign to deal with public ques-
tions and avoid personalities, and we
ask that the views hereinafter set out
may be dealt with in a spirit of in-
quiry. ‘If they are not correct, they
can be answered.

The two principal issues are:

The maintenance of a stable gov-
ernment;

The claim of the province for bet-
ter terms.

These are subjects which come
home to every British Columbian. No
matter what a man’s political allegi=
ance may be he is interested in see-
ing that the government-of the prov-
ince 18 maintained upon stable lines,
s0 that there may be no return to the
uncertainty preveiling a few : years
ago, which seriously affected the
credit of the province at home and
abroad, and led investors to hesitate
about embarking in enterprises here.
Nearly every person who reads these
lines knows that from the day that
Mr. T. R. Mclnnes, in his capacity of
lieutenant-governor, undertook to
make and unmake political parties
according to his own sweet will, down
to the time when, having taken office
and brought order out of chaos, Mr.
McBride and his colleagues demon-
strated that, the affairs of the
province were in competent hands,
and that settled political conditions
were at’ last established, British Col-
umbia had a bad name in the money
centres of the world. What part, if
any, Mr. W. W. B. McInnes had in
the mischief-producing policy of his
father we shall not attempt to esti-
mate; but the people of the province
know that while Mr. Mclnnes, the
elder, was keeping successive minis-
tries: in hot water, Mr. McInnes, the
younger, was preaching violence and
bloodshed. Fortunately the evil done
in those days, when no one knew
from one week to another what spe-
cles 6f political mischief was going
to bé gprung upon the attention-of a
distracted people, has spent itself.
The province is naturally a rich one;
the opportunities for investment here
are many, and as soon as the world
saw that settled conditions were oS-
tabiished and the provincial credit
was restored, business began to im-
prove, so that since the elections ot
1903 we have had better times in the
province than have been enjoyed here
at any time during its history. We
submit to our readers that what has
just been saild is simply a plain
statement of.the facts that cannot be
answered.

We ask all men to consider if they
think the satisfactory state of things
now existing is likely to be improved
by the defeat of the present govern-
ment? Can any good reason be ad-
vanced why the outside public will
consider a change in administration
as likely to be beneficial to the prov-
ince? If there is any such reason,
we shall be glad to hear what it is.
We assert, and we believe we have
excellent grounds for the assertion,
that, if the electorate should pro-
nounce against the present govern-
ment, the immediate effect in finan-
cial centres would be injurious to the
province. Capltalists would hesitate
about investing until the new gov-
ernment had demonstrated its stabil-
ity and prudence. This would take a
long time, for we are satisfled that
there can be no stability, if the Lib-
erals come into power, where Mr. Mc-
Innes {8 a dominant factor in that
party. We regret to be forced to this
conclusion. It would be far more sat-
isfactory to be able to regard a
change of ministry with equanimity
so far as the great financial and busi-
ness interests of the province are
concerned; but it is not possible to
do so in British Columbia at the pres-
ent time. If a majority of the mem-
bers of the new -House should be op-
posed to the present government, the
province would be immediately
plunged into a period of political
doubt and uncertainty. This ought to
be avoided, if possible, and the way
to avoid it is to return the present
ministry to power with a substantial
majority.

In advancing the aforegoing views,
the Colonist invites the members of
the Labor Party to =zive them their
best consideration. They are greatly
interésted in the maintenance of busi-
ness prosperity. They have nothing
to gain by bringing about politica!
confusion. They are very strongly of
the opinion that certain aspects of
legislation require them to have spe-
cial representatives in the legislature.
In this they are quite within their
rights. For ourselves, we wish they
could see their way clear to unite
with the Conservative Party and trust
to their influence upon its councils to
secure the introduction of such meas-
ures as they deem necessary; but
they seem to have reached the con-
clusion that they must have direct
representatives of Labor in the
House; and we sumbit to them that,
so far as they can consistently with
the ideas in the respect to which they
have committed themselves, they
ought as men, having the keenest in-
terest in the prosperity of the coun-
try. to lend their aid to continue the
present satisfactory and stable con-
ditions.

We pass on now to speak of the
second issue, that of Better Terms.
Unless disturbed political conditions
are agaln brought into existence,
British Columbia may look forward
with confidence to & period of great
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Trial Size, - 25c.—This is the
cough medicine that we would
rather sell than any other in our
store. 'We know just what it con-
tains, -we know- that it can be
taken with safety, that its ma-
terials are of the finest quality,
that they are compounded in the
most effective way, that it s
economical, and that it can be de-
pended on in exigencies. We
should like to have you give it a
trial. We feel sure that it will not
disappoint you. It is suitable to
old and young, to weak and
strong. It is a Cough Medicine
which you will learn to rely on
and feel safe while it is in the
house. Buy a bottle. It’s worth
trying.

development. A new transcontinen-
tal railway is being bullt through the
southern part of the province, and the
Canadian Pacific is extending its
mileage so that its branches south of
the main line will shortly be equiva-
lent to another transprovincial rail-
way. The Grand Trunk Pacific is un-
der contract to compilete its line to
the coast by 1911, and there are those
who say that the Canadian Northern
will be .to the Pacific before its rival
The V. W. & Y. rallway is undertak-
ing ambitious plans, which aim at
the opening of the province by a
north and south line. The Canadian
Pacific. will develop Vancouver Island
by.a, rallway, and there are indjca=-
tions that it will have a line .of its
own through the region which has
been  heretofore chiefly associated
withs the G. T. P. and the C. N, If
we may judge from what took place
in Kootenay after the opening of that
district by a railway, we may expect
very rapid development over a part
of the. province several times larger
than Kootenay to come about, as soon
as the railway enterprises referred to
have progressed far enough to make
their influence felt. This develop-
ment will mean a vast increase in the
contribution of British Columbia to
the federal revenue; it will also mean
a vast increase in the burden resting
upon the provincial government. En-
ormous sums will have to be spent in
constructing roads, trails and brldge_s,
on  schoolhouse and other public
buildings. A vast area will have to
be policed, and the ' expenditure tpr
the administration of justice will
have to be greatly augmented. If the
position of the provincial government
has been difficult in the past, when
public works had to be undertaken
and the public service had to be ad-
ministered over a comparatively
small area, it will be vastly more aif-
ficult in the future. We have a right
to ask the Dominion to help us beal
this exceptional  burden.

There is no necessity to elaborate
this point. The obligation of tl'ge Do-
minion to give British Columbia ex-
ceptional treatment, because of the
conditions of & permanent nature,
which render the administration . of
the provincial government exception-
ally expensive, has been admitted by
the Premier of Canada. If Mr. Mc-
Bride had done nothing else in his
public career, his name would - always
be remembered in connection’ with
<his admission wrung from an un-
friendly premier of Canada, and a
hvstile provincial conférence. On this
point there can be no issue so far
as the provincial government and the
federal government are concerned.
The issue arose after that admission
had been secured, and it may be tpus
stated: Mr. McBride, taking precise-
ly the same ground as his predeces-
sors had taken, claimed that the
question of petter terms is a matter
between this province and the Do-
minion; Sir Wilfrid Laurier took tl'fe
position that it lies between this
province and the other provinces. The
provincial opposition have adopted
the Canadian Premier’'s contention,
and its nominal leader, Mr. Macdon-

ald, has gone on record as saying
that - inasmuch as the provincial
premiers refused to do justice to the
province, Mr. MtBride should have
contented himself with asking for
larger appropriations for railways and
public works. Here we have a dis-
tinct and clear issue upon which the
electors can pronounce. If they be-
lieve that the matter of better terms
is one between the province and the
Dominion, who were the original par-
ties to the existing arrangement, they
should vote for the government can-
didates. If they bélieve that the
rights of the province to the treat-
ment, to which the Dominion govern-
ment admits it is entitled, must first
be assented to by all the premiers of
the provinces, they will naturally vote
for the opposition candidates, so far
as this particular question is con-
cerned. There can scarcely be any
doubt as to how the people of British
Columbia ought to vote on such a
question. A vote for the opposition
candidates is a vote to kill our claim
for better terms. There-is no escap-
ing this conclusion. If the Liberals
win, the claims of the province will

be disposed of for all time, or at least
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until a ministry comes into power at
Ottawa that is not under the domin-
ation ‘of Quebec, and therefore will
not be afraid to do British Columbia
Justice.

We think these two principal issues
have been dispassionately and truth-
fully stated above. We ask that thev
may be considered in the same spirit.
We court the closest investigation in-
to the position which we have taken,
because we are convinced that the
more it is investigated the stronger
will the claims of the government ap-
pear for a renewal of the confidence
of the country.

Some men are born great, some
achieve greatness, and some have
greatness thrust upon them. We do
not know just how to catalogue Mr.
J. A. Windsor, whose remarkable ef-
fusion we printed yesterday, but quite
a number of people have asked where
he lives. His address was inadver-
tently left off his letter. It is “The
Maples, Mougt Tolmie.” We are not
advised as to®his days at home.
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Dr. Hall’s explicit statement as
the negotiations looking to the retire-
ment of one of the Liberal and one
of the Labor candidates will be ac-
cepted by the public. The origina
statement of the Colonist is substar-
tially established thereby.

If used to be said that the War
Secession. settled forever the gram! -
ical correctness of the phrase: :
United  States is;” but apparently Cal
ifornia is not yet convinced that
ought not to be: “The United State
are.”
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The Manitoba Free Press sends ou
as a souvenir of Christmas 1906 a ter!
cotta reproduction of a calumet
pipe of peéace, with a natty litt
pamphlet - describing that well knm
article. It is an exceedingly inter-
esting souvenir.
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From all indications the Victor
Liberals are in a very much disturbe
state of mind. They are beginning '
realize their weakness. - They no loi
ger expect to be able to elect thei
ticket, and we expect to see them mak"
a determined effort towards the clo=”
of the campaign to save one or {two
of them. This will prove a failur
Defeat has marked them for its own
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