Sealers Ready
To Leave Port

Three of the Japan Fleet to
Commence Shipping Crews
iomorrow.

e

Queen City Returns From West
Coast After Rouagh
5 Passage.

Seaters are getting ready to go to sea
again to pursue the fur-bearing seals in
the North Pacific and off the Japan
coast. Yesterday the masters of three
of the schoouners to be despatched to
the Japanese coast by the Victoria Seal-
ing ‘Company, had their articles drawn
@p, and will commence shipping their
crews on Monday. The three schooners
owvhich have lbegun their preparations for
the Japan cruise are the Casco, Capt.
{Munro, who was in the same vessel last
season; Triumph, (Capt. Burns, and the
\Geneva, Capt. Jones. The last named
master has not been sealing for some
_years, having been engaged iu the steve-
doring business in this city. The
schooner Vera is also to go to the Jap-
an coast, but she has not commenced
getting ready. If crews can be secured
other vessels will be sent.

The <Coast fleet will include as many
vessels as can secure crews, and it is
not expected that there 'will be any trou-
ble in getting Indians to go to sea this
season, for, having made a mistake
which cost them ‘*hiyu chickamen” last
season, when many retused to go to sea,
the TIndian hunters are now awaiting

the start of the sealing season. As|g&

there is a big potlatch under way at
{Ucluelet, and the Indians from the dif-
ferent Coast illahees are gathered there,
and likely to remain there for at least
three weeks, it is not expected that
crews 'wil be secured for the Coast
fleet until after the beginning of the
new year. The annual meeting of the
sealing company will be held on Satur-|
«day next when arrangements will be
made for the coming season’s work.
Local sealers—particularly those inter-

ment gets favorably on a récommenda-
tion made by the Seeretary of the Trea-
sury, the whole subject of seal fisheries
may be re-opened between this coun-
try and England. Secretary S8haw has
written a.letter to Secretary Hay re-
commending that Great Britain be ask--
ed to agree to the abrogation of that
clause of the Paris award of 1892 which
prohibits American and British subjects
from taking seals within the 60-mile zone
around Pribyloff islands.

“‘He takes this action because he re-
gards it as assured that this Govern-
ment and England should carefully pro-
tect the seals, while Japanese are seal-
ipg with schooners. Japan, not beiug a
party to the treaty arrangement, is
constantly committing depredations in
the fisheries.”

Boys’ Pea Jackets, $1.00, $1.50, $2.00,
$2.50; boys’ sailor suits, $1.25, $1.75,
$2.50, $3.00. B. Williams & Co. *

GIVEN 'COMMAND.

«Capt. Huggins of M. E. Watson Re-
ceives Welcome Cable.

ICapt. Huggins, of the British ship M.
E. Watson, who, as will be remembbered,
was mate of the ship, when her former
master, Capt. Wilson, died at sea, elev-
en days out from Santa Rosalia for Vic-
toria, was yesterday appointed to the
command of the M. B. Watson by the
owners. ‘Capt. 'Huggins is being con-
gratulated on his appointment by his
‘brother shipmasters' and many friends
he has made since his arrival in port.
ICapt. Huggins, who has been in com-
mand of steamers hailing from the port
of London before he joined the M. E,
‘Watson, has a good record as a mariner.

The barkentine Willie R. Hume, Capt.
iWilson, which is at Esquimalt, wilk pro-
ceed to Chemainus to doad for Valpar--
aiso on Tuesday. The British ship Bra-
bloch is now loading at Chemainus.

10 cases fancy suspenders, 25c., 50c.,
75c.. $1.00, $1.50 pawr. B, Williamf
Co.

EMBARGO ON LUMBER.

Quayaquil Does .Not “WVant to Import
Pine.

Capt. Watts, of tne British ship Great
Admiral, which-has reached Port Town-
send from Quayaquil, says that last
summer the city of Guayaquil was visit-
ed by & devastating fire, in which 40
squares werg constmed. (Lumber deal-

ested in the claims mentioned—will read
the following editorial from the San
Francisco 'Call of Tuesday with interest:|

“In the days of Mr. Blaine’s diplo-|
macy he met but few defeats, but did
run up against one that is still con-|
spicuous. He conceived the theory, in’
swhich Russia backed him, that Behring
sea was a mare clausum, a closed sea,
and that it had all been the property of
Russia when she owned Alaska aud the
Aleutian archipelago, but that her
treaty of cession conveyed to the United
‘States this ownership of all Behring
sea lying East of a line drawn from
‘the farther point of the Aleatian Isl-
ands to the Alaskan mainland. Acting
mupon this, our government proceeded ‘o
seize all sealers caught in Behring sea,!
and Russia did the same.

‘““When we had seized and condemned
a Jarge number of English, Canadian
and United States sealers, and Russia
had taken a lot of Americans, the ten-
are and title to Behring sea was re-
ferred to arbitration. The court met at
Paris, and decided that Behring was not
a mare clausum, but an open sea, like
the Pacificc and that our jurisdiction
extended only the' statutory three
leagues from shore. This made a bill
of costs for us to foot with Great Brit-
ain, for the British and ‘Canadian boats
we had seized as poachers. That was
arbitrated and we paid it- v

‘“Then the Americans who had been
deprived of their boats and some of
them imprisoned by Russia, resorted to
their own government to enforce redress.
The United States. demanded compensa-
tion for them. Russia resorted to ar-
bitration; and the arbitrator has just de-
cided for the United IStates, and the
TUhited States sealers will get their
compensation. So now the British and
Ca{mdians who 'were despoiled by the
United States have been paid, and the
United States has compelled Russia 10
pay the Americans she despoiled. Bmut
by far the largest number of sealers
whose property was taken from them,
to their ruin, are the Americans who
were despoiled by their own . govern-
ment.. They are mnaturally inquiring
where they get off in this process of en-
forcing internatjonal . jusitce. Their
government ‘was forced to do jnstice to
British sealers, and in turn forced Rus-
sia .to do justice to United States seal-
ers, but who will force their government
to do justice to them?

. Following the despatches from Wash-
ington published on Saturday morning,
the /'Washington correspondent of the
Seattle PostiIntellizencer wires under
{Saturday’s date: “If the State Depart-

Paralysis

fThe Dreadful Result of Neglected Ner-
vous Diseases—Study the Symptoms.

Dr. Chase’s
Nerve Food

Prevents and Cares Paralysis by Re-
storing Weasted and Depleted Nerve
Cells.

{ s
To wunderstand paralysis and its
causes it is well to remember that every
movement of the body or its members is
due to the contraction of muscle, which
can only take place under the influence
of nerve force.

As this all-important nerve force is
created in the nerve centres of the brain
and spinal cord, and conducted along
wirelike nerve fibres to the various parts
of the body, any derangement of the
brain, spinal cord and merve fibres may
result in paralysis or loss of 'the power
of movement.

Paralysis, then, is the natural resuit

of all neglected nervous diseases. .
. If you find yourself nervous and ir-
ritable, over-sensitive to light, sound and
motion, addicted to continual move-
ment or tapping of the fingers, twitch-
ing of the muscles, sudden startings «nd
jerkings of the limbs during sleep; if you
have nervous headache and dyspepsia,
are unable to sleep or rest, feel down-
hearted and discouraged, and unfit to
fight the battles of life; if your nerves
are weak and exhausted, and your blood
thin and wa'tery, you have every reason
to fear paralysis of at least some part
of the body, and consequent euffering
and helplessness.

Paralysis can always be prevented
and partial paralysis actually cured by
the timely use of Dr. Chase’s Nerve
[Food. The time to begin treatment is
when any of the above-mentioned symp-
toms become apparent. These are indi-
cations of a degeneration of the nerve
cells, and when nerve force becomes ex-
hausted paralysis is bound to follow.

Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food acts on, the
system in an entirely different way to
ordinary medicines. It is neither a
stimulant to whip tired nerves to re-
newed activity, nor a narcotic, nor op-
iate, to deaden .the nerves. On the con-
trary, it is a food cure, which forms
new, red corpuscles in the blood and
creates new nerve cells. Every day it
is bringing back heglth, strength and
vitality to scores and hundreds who have
become discouraged-.through the failure

of doctors and other treatmeuts to cure}

them. 50 cents a box, at all dealers, or

ers on the Sound, and in British Co-
lumbia, upon receipt of the news thought
they saw a good market opened for their
product, but, according to the state-
ment of Capt. Watts, no such opportun-
ity exists. ‘The Government has placed
an embargo on pine lumber, and will not
allow it to be brought into the country.
As near’ as can be learned, the fires
which did such great damage to the city
started in a house built of lumber
‘brought into the country from Puget
Sound. In the warm climate there the
lumber had becoine thoroughly season-
ed, and when the fire broke out the
building was soon eunveloped in flames.
Tnadequate appliances for staying the
progress of thée flames soon left the city
burning, and ever since then there has
been a marked antipathy to.the im-
ported lumber.

N S—
AN OBSTINATE CASE OF ECZEMA.

Mr. W. D. Johnson, Tilsonberg, Ont.,
writes’ that his father wae entirely cured
of a long standing and obstinate case of
Bcezema_ by the use of Dr. Chase’s Oint-
ment. His leg and foot were a mass of
sores that refused to heal, and he suffered
terribly from the iteching and stinging.
Though he used a great many remedles and
wasg treated by first-class doctors no per-
manent rellef was obtained until he used
Dr. Chase’s Ointment.

—— ey

EXHIBITION
OF PAINTINGS

A Number of Fine Pictures by
Mr. T. Mower Martin,
R. C. A.

Mower Martin, R. C. A., who returned
a short time ago trem a sketching tour
of the Selkirks, and along the line of
the IC. P. R., is holding an exh.bition of
original painting of British iColumbia
scenery at Hicks & Co.'s piano .store,
which will be of interest to the lovers
of fine arts in Victoria. There are 40
pictures, including several large oil
paintings of local scenery, all of which
are excellently treated, and a number
of water colors of mountain scenery, and
still life, in which subject the artist has
already gained a reputation among art
lovers.

The largest canvas is entitled, ‘“The
Awakening of Spring,” and is an excel-
lent example of the low tone treatment
in oils. ‘There is a feeling of spring
shown throughout the picture, the dull
lenden “grey - spring skies being shown
with a subtle method which is a_decided
contrast to some of the garisi” colorings
of mrodern art., A bold looking cluster
of oaks with their spreading limbs un-
clad, and the half dead leaves of the
past year, clinging to the young shoots
mearby. It is a fine picture.

There is too another fine canvas—
Gonzales rocks, the bold bluff of dull
rock standing out in the calm sea with
the snow capped range of the Olympics
in the background with a low-dtoned skv
in which the -well-painted cloud effect
shows traces of a slight flickering of
wind. The various tints and colors
from the hard bold looking cluster.of
rock in the foreground to the gauzy-ap-
pearing cloud effects beyond the white-
capped peéaks whose reflection is well
shown in the waters, are in capital har-
mony.

‘Amother oi] shown is a portrait of an
old Scotsman sketched in Seattle from
life, and the brinkled head and grey
locks of the old son of Scotia have been
most truthfully transferred to the can-
vas, Among the water colors shown
are some fine views of ‘Lake [Louise, and
tthe Bow river, the. deep green waters
of the little lake up in the mountains
and the ice-clad mountains at whose feet
it nestles, are well done, The softness
of the color, with which the majestic
grandeur of the mountains, the ice-fields
of ‘the big glaciers of the Illecillewaet
and ‘Askulung glaciers, the windy riv-
ers of the mountain country, or the sea
scapes 'with the surf beating in on the
shingles, is noteworthy. The artist has
in every sketch avoided the garish forc-
ed effect of sudden contrasts, and every
feature of the picture is in harmony of
low tones such as show the true artists.

There are some excellent specimens of
low tone work shown in plctures that
have been done in the fields, and on the
seashore in the vicinity of Victoria. Is
these pieces the artist has shown his
matured manner of low-toned work, fu!l
of artistic beauty. The grass in the
foreground of some of the pieces is
shown in a clever manner, beautifully
blended between the russet and grey,
when the summer sun has begun to burn
it up, and driven out the green shades
of the earlier summer. Some of the
scenes taken from WBeacon Hill park
are fine examples of this low tone effect.
their well harmonized tints, whether it
be the pretty arbutus trees standing over
the waters of the sea front, ot the clus-
ter of bush that is shown. being treated
with a method that cannot fail to charm
the art lover.

In the specimens of still life are some

good pictures of blue grouse, cock phea- |
sant, and a wolf’s head, all of which are |
s0me canvas |
hack ducks and mallards which are done [

done in ‘water colors, and

in.oils. The wolf's head is a fine speci-
men showing up almost as large as the
monster Russian wolves. It was done
from the head of a wolf shot at Cal-
gary.

- i
_8ilk Umbrellas, speciaily selected hnn-
dAle& -for Christmas nrecents, $2.00, $2.50. ]
$3.50 and $5.00. B. Williams & Co. *

Chisty Hnts, latest shanes. §1 50.
$2.00, $2.50, $2.00. B. Willlams & Co.*

4Edmanson, Bates & Co., Toronto.
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. HORRORS‘OF LYNOH LAW. -

ﬂyﬁl& Warfare (Against
4 Thieves in Russia,

From London- Daily: Mail.

Ar extraordinary affray took place a
few days ago at Lopatchevo, a populous
village in the government of Kieff,
Russia, This place has latterly earned
an evil repute as harboring'a band of
cattle and horse thieves, who system-
atically raided 'the cattle of the villages
and hamlets in the 'adjoining district.

The ruyra] police took little notice of
the complaints of the victims, and the
latter therefore took the matter of
chastisement into., tkeir own hands.
They organized an oyerwhelming attack
upon Lopatchevo, which they approached
in three columns from various points.
There were no firearms among the at-
tacking ~parties, but they were well
equipped with stout cudgels., The enemy
had, however, received = warning, and
were prepared for the onslaught, which
was delivered with desperate vigor.

The conflict lasted a couple of hours,
when the. attacking party hed to retive,
leaving five "of their number behind,
beaten .to -death. “The defenders lost
three killed, making eight fatalities alto-
gether, There are thirty-three of the
combatants in hospital, many of €hem
injured for life.

Year by year, so soon as the dark
nights of autumn begin, a veritable
plague of horse-stealing breaks out in
the rural districts of Russia.  There
seems to be no means of chécking this
evil, which is now at its yearly zenith,

When one considers that the peasant’s
horse is almost his only property and
his_chief instrument of labor, one can
understand his bitter hatred of the horse
thief. [His hatred is nourished and
fanned to fury by the-knowledge of the
light punishment which the Russian law
provides for horse-stealing. This is the
explanation of the presence of lynch law
in Russia and of its recent violent
manifestation.

The mode of lynch law most prevaient
in Little Russia is this: When a horse-
thief is caught., the men in the village
club him to death, each trying to strike
in such a way as to _inflict no injury
more serious than a bruise. Far more
horrible is the method of binding the
feet of the criminal to the tail of a
young and active colt. A lad leaps
upon the amimal's back and gallops
away over ditch and meadow. A very
few minutes of a ride like this and little
is left of the horse thief.

A similar punishment is to bind the
thief’s feet to the axle of a cart and
then drive away as fast as the horse
can travel.

Less general is the refined method of
savering the knee-tendons, which makes
the thief a cripple for life.

A death of fearful agony is that by
pin-pricks, € For this mode of execution
the ‘thief is bound hand and foot to a
bench or log. and. the women of the
village are then called together and pro-
ceed to thrust needles and pins into the
soles of the wretched victim’s feet and
‘other sensitive parts.

1f the horse-thief is short of stature,
his hands and feet are grasped by a
number of peasants. Omne of the big-
gest and strongest of them then ap-
proaches from behind., seizes his head
and presses it backwards in the direc-
tion of the spinal column until t. ver-
tebrae snap.

Horse-

By
Cardigan Jackets, Fancy Sweaters,
gog)' and Men’s Jerseys. B. Williamg
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Tries to
EXplain

(Continued From Page One.)

‘Washington, Dec. 19.—Secretaryy Hay
has received partial responses from the
Governments of Great Britain, Germany
and Italy respecting the proposal to ar-
bitrate the Venezuela difficulties. Great
Britain is favorable to arbitration with
proper safeguards. Germany .accepts
arbitration principle, but finds a multi-
tude of sma]l adjustments to be made
before entering into the agreements.
Italy, as the junior partner of the allies,
declares that she is favorable to arbitra-
tion, but probably will be bound by the
action of the senior powers,

As far as Great Britain is concerned
the safeguards referred to are believed to
relate to the question of guarantee,
which is full of difficulties

The official day closed without
further developments here respect-
ing the Venezuelan complications.
The status of the arbitration proposi-
tion, on which everyone waits was, that
with ‘a willingness to accept such a
selution in principle, no one of the allies
was ready to submit unreservedly to ar-
bitration as in each case there were re-
servations or conditions insisted upon.
\Mr. Bowen, it is reported, wishes to
come to Washington in order personally
to effect an adjustment with the resident
ambassadors of the allies, but while the
State Department makes no statement
upon the point it is believed that it does
not regard this plan with favor. It is
pointed out here, in connection with the
project to refer the matter to the Hague
tribunal that in some phases the dis-
putes will not admit of arbitration such
is the case for instance, where tht at-
tacks on British and German subjects
and the German legation at Caracas,
and arrests of consular officials have
made the Venezuelan offence equivalent
to attacks on the national honor of allies
and such to be atomed for only by an
ample apology. The Hague tribunal
could not- arbitrate such issues, but it
is pointed ont at the State Department
that the claims are divisable, and that
if Precident Castro chooses to render
the necescary apologies that the remain-
ing questions can properlv go to the
Hague. It is believed that the United
‘States Government inclines to the view
that there is a disposition to insist need-
lessly on guarantees for the payment by
Venezuela «of anv judgment that might
he rendered against her by the arbitra-
tion. Tt believes that force of enlight-
ened public opinion would-gbsolutely en-
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sure a seitlement of any judgment ren-
dered by .the awgust tribunal and that
President Ca wiould net, be sustained
by a single: Ameriean country if default-
ing. :

. Port of Spain, Trinidad, Dec. 19,—It
is reported here that former Venezuelan
revolutionary generaly with a force, said
to number 10,000 men, are marching on
Caracas, and are believed now to be
pear that city. Cable messages coming
from Venezucla to this port are subject-
ed to Venezuelan censorship. Admiral
Douglas, of the British fleet, has order-
ed the blockade of Laguayra, CGareiero,
Guanta, Cumana, Camupano and the
mouth of the Orinoco river. This block-
ade is to go into effect at midnight, De-
cember 20,

[London, Dec. 19.--A special despatch
received here from Brussels says the
Dutch minister to Venezuela, Dr. Van
I.eyden has been recalled and that Dutch
interests in Venezuela has been commit-
ted to the United States Minister, Mr.
Bowen.

Rome, Dec. 19.—A semi-official an-
nouncement now places the Italian
claims against Venezuela at $2,000,000.

o1

3 cases fancy Silk Mufflers, extra
%pecial for Christmas, B. Williams d.:
]

Initial Silk Handkerchiefs, 50c.,
$1.00 each. B. Williams & Co.

BOUNDARY
ORE SHIPMENTS

75¢..
*

Grand Total for 1902 Will Ex-
ceed Half a Million
Tons.

Phoenix, Dee. 19.—(Special) =With the
week ending today the total of ore ship-
ments from the Boundary mines for this
year reaches 483,353 tons, so that noth-
1ng apparently will prevent the year’s
grand total from reaching the half mil-
lion figure, as beginning today Boundary
ore is being shipped and treated at the
rate of over 2,000 tons daily.

The total for the week is a trifle less
than for the previous 7 days. In de-
tail the wéek’s shipments were as fol-
lows:

Granby to Granby smelter, 4,847 tons.

Mother Lode to Greenwood smelter,
3,875 tons.

Snowshoe to Greewrwood and Boun-
dary Malls smelter, 1,290 tons.

Sunset to Boundary FKalls smelter, 350
tons.

B. C. Mine to Boundary Falis smelter,
750 tons.

KEmma to Trail smelter, 690 tons,

Total for week, 11,817 tons.

‘Granby smelter treated for the week,
5,362 tons, or 279,095 tons for the year
to date. -

N

Dent’s Gloves, $1.00, $1.25, $1.50 pair,
also Waterproof Dogskin gloves. B.
Williams & Co. .

10 cases special Neckwear at 5O0c.,
T5c., $1.00. B. Williams & Co. .

LUCKY BOY GROUP.

Ore Runs $165 to the Ton—Claims to
Be Developed.

Last week the draft for the first pay-
ment on the ILmcky Boy group was
placed in the hands of J. W. Westfali,
the owmner. This group is located on
Trout creek, adjoining the Horseshoe,
and is composed of five claims, viz.,
Blue Jay, L. B, C. B, X Y Z, and
Doubtful, and the work done, up to the
present, which is chiefly surface work,
hae ‘exposed a vein of ore running from
200 up to 1,800 ounces of silver. From
a series of tests it is estimated that the
ore will average about $165 to the ton.
Three men have left Trout Lake with
supplies and commence driving a cross-
cut tunnel to tap the vein, after it has
been intersected, drifting will commence
along the strike of the vein into the hill.
When the vein is cut, if good ore is
struck, an increased force will be set to
work and rawhiding begun at once. The
vein, which crosses the various claims
of the group, has been traced on th=
surface for a considerable distance, and
wherever 'opened up the' values have
been high.—Trout Lake Topic.

_ Initial hem stitch linen handkerchiefs
in half dozen boxes, $1.20 per box.
Williams, & Co.

Priestley’s Cravenetie Raincoats, $13.-

50, $15.00. $18.00. B. Williams & Co. *

CATTLE ON
THE RAMPAGE

Exciting Time With Ranch C a
tle-Round-Up on Wharf
Street.

If the secretary of the Tourist asgo-
ciation had happened along on Wharf
street on Thursday morming with his
ready camera, he might have caught a
scene that would have illustrated a
description of cow-punching in the Far
West, and it may be that the strenuous
Teddy Roosevelt might have forsaken
the Presidential chair to shoot wild cat-
tle in the streets of Victoria—that is, if
the MTourist association had brought the
matter before him. It occurred this
way. The' steamer Princess Louise had
brought a band of 100 head of cattle
from the Fraser river, and some of them
were wild. Things happened from the
time they went on board the steamer.
In the Fraser seven of them jumped
overboard, and although the majority
were saved, a couple were drowend.
During the passage from the river to
Victoria four were battered and maimed
by fthe hoofs of others, and had to be
slaughtered on the steamer. Then, at
the Outer wharf, one jumped from the
steamer, and ran. The crew chased the
fugitive beef, which jumped from the
wharf and committed suicide. 'The car-
case at last reports was still floating
beneath 'the wharf. Then when the
landing took place another wild one went
on the rampage, and made things in-
teresting on Whart street. Vainly the
mounted cowpunchers tried to round up
the runaway, and finally a well directed
shot laid the wild cow low on Wharf
street near the post office building.

-
20 dozen Regatta Shirts, special for
B. Williams & Co. *

Christmas Trade.

Scarf Pins, Cuff
Cuff Holders, Arm
B. Williams & Co. L

HE WHITE
PASS ROAD

Collar Buttous,
Links, Garters,
‘Rands.

Report That C. P. R. Has Se-
cured Control of the
Railway.

Seattle, Wash.,, Dec. 19.—The Times
says: “There is no longer any doubt that
the sction of the White Pass & Yukon
route in transferring its general offices
from Seattle to Vancouver, British Co-
lumbia, is made with the intention of
transferring that property to the con-
trol of the Canadian Pacific railway,
ard by the transfer, placing the traffic

of the Yukon district in the full con-
trol of the Canadian line. -

—  ——
100 dozen scarfs, 50c. each, special for

Christmas, B, Williams & Co, *
. ¥ (

4 AL

- 4

+ ‘By Robert H. Sherard.

HIS, LORDSHIP’S PRETENCE.

(All Rights Reser ved.)

postor. .
“And I tell you that hig title is
@& geduine oune,” el

“There {8 no-2u0% name in Debrett,
I have looked it uyp. Nor in Burke
either.”

“Well, all”T can say is that I have
seen his peerage patent, illuminated
parchment, great seal of England and
all. The patent was issued by Charles
I., and the King’s sign-manual is there.
The document is undoubtedly a genuine
one, and as it is in His ‘Lordship’s pos-
session, I do not see any reason to
doubt that he is the direct and lawful
heir of the ‘well-beloved Stephanus
Langfordus’ aforementioned, aud con-
sequently has every right to style him-
self the Earl of Langford.” .

The above conversation took place in
the luxurious smoking-room bf a club
in the Rue de la Chausee d’Antin, in
Paris. The speakers were two Eng-
lishmen, who, having <come over to
Paris for a holiday, had obtained ad-
mission as temporary members to the
club in question. It was a place where
heavier gambling went on every night
than in any other club in Paris, and
was frequented by an elegant if Dot
very reputable class of men.

The man who had spoken first was
a retired officer named Morgan. His com-
panion, Bronsen, was much younger.

“All that's very fine,’ retorted Mor-
gan, “but it proves nothing. The patent
may have been stolen, or the fellow
may have picked it up at some curiosity
shop. I tell you, he is not in_Debrett.
Under the heading Earl of Langford
you will find the words: “This peerage
became extﬁm};ﬁt iln’ ,1850, on the demise
of the nint arl.” ”

“Is that the famous Tord Langford
you are speaking about?’ said a gentle-
man who had just entered the smoking
room. . .

“Ah, it’s you, Dubreuil,” said Mor-
gan. “Good morning. Yes. I say
tHe fellow is a wrong ’'un. .

#Oh, undoubtedly a wrong ’un,” said
the Frenchman. “As you know, Iam
a newspaper man, and travel as special
correspondent to all parts of the world.
Well, wherever I have been about in
Burope of late I have heard the very
‘worst stories of this so-cailed Lord
Langford. By the way, there was a
long article in the New York Informer
the other day, and the heavdmg was
‘An International Crook.” You ought
to read it.” .

«“What do you think of your friend
now, Brounson?’ asked Morgan.

“He is no friend of mine,” anewered
the young man. “I met him here, and
found him a nice fellow, and he gave
me an exceflent lunch at the Meurice,
where 1 saw the patent 1 have told
you of. 'The man may be all you say,
and vet may have every right to call
himself Lord Langford. He is not the
only English aristocrat who can h,e’deA
scribed as ‘an international crook.”’

‘Whilst this conversation was in pro-
gress, the man who was so being dis-
cnssed was walking from the Hotel
Meurice to the neighboring Hotel Con-
tinental. [He was a tall, handsome man
of about 43 years of age. His bearing
anfl manners were those of 4 gentle-
man, yet there was something in his
eyes which would have a;‘oueed suspi-
clon in the mind of a trained observer
of human countenances—a shifty, fur-
tive, hunted look. And then the jew-
elry which he wore was peculiar in a
man who was otherwise dressed like a
gentleman. There was too much of it,
to begin with, and the patterns were
“)O“d.”

On reaching the Hotel 'Continental he
asked if Mrs. Septimus ‘Odgers wasat
home, and then whether she was able
to receive the “Earl of Langford.” A
minute or two later he was ushered by
a bowing flunkey into the drawing room
of the magpificent and expensive suite
on the fimst floor, occupied by the
American widow, whose millions, jewels
and social pretensions were. at that
tifhe the talk of all Paris.

On the death of her husband, whom
not all his patent medicines had been
able to save from the effects of over-
work, excitement and whiskey, Mrs.
Odgers, his =sole legatee, had come
straight to Europe with the ill-disguised
intention of securing a titled husband.
!She was a woman of great social ambi-
tion. who, having commenced life in a
Cincinnati tenement house as a “wash-
lady,” wished to end it as a person of
renk and fashion.

At the time when she had made the
acquaintance of the Earl of Langford,
she was hesitating between a French
duke, a Russian prince and a Neapoli-
tan gentleman of equal rank, all men
of undoubted family, and all equailly
impecunious. The prospect, however,
of becoming the wife of an English
peer, with the right to a seat in the
peeresses’ gallery in the House of Lords
and the entry to the Court of St.
James, which arose before her after
her introduction to His lordship, had
rendered Mrs. Odgers entirely indiffer-
ent to the pressing attentions of her
foreign suitors, and she -had already
given the Earl of Langford to under-
stand that her bejeweled hand might be
his for the asking.

It was therefore with smiling confi-
dence that he entered the gorgeous
salon of Mrs. Odgers’ apartment. Ina
few minutes more, he thought, he
would be one of fthe richest men in
Paris. He was accordingly somewhat
abashed to motice, during the prelimin-
ary greetings, that the lady’s manner
was decidedly frigid.

“Maiden modesty,” he muttered to
himself with an inward sneer, and was
just about to launch out into the im-
passioned declaration which he had pre-
pared, when Mrs, gers, speaking very
deliberately, said:

“Don’t trouble to make a speech, but
just listen to me. You have seen what
has appearéd about you in the New
York Informer? It’s—

“I have, indeed,” cried  Lord Lang-
ford, in a burst of passion, “and I have
purchased the heaviest riding whip to
be found in Paris to Ilay over the
writer’s shoulders,”

“I say nothing about the charges
made against you of running up debts
at hotels and so on” continued the
widow, placidly. ~ “That can happen to
any man. And I say nothing about
your being penniless, no estates, no
baronial halls—"

“I informed you long ago, madam,
that T had nothing to live on beyond a
very emall allowance,” said the Earl.
“Yes, I know, and I care nothing for
that. But what I do care about,” she
continued, ‘“is the statement that you
have no right to your name and title.
1 have had inquiries made, and they
seem to cgnfirm the Informer reporter’s
story. The title, it is said, became ex-
tinet in 1850.”

“It fell into abeyance at tnat date.”
said TLord Langford, irritably. ‘“My
father never assumed it. ([He had no
money, and he used to say that there
was no person more ridiculous than a
penniless peer. I, on my father’s de-

TELL you, the man i im-
“I i h is an im

mise, took what was my right. My

anceston won this honor by his loyalty

Eve Tempted Adam.

And Adam has been tempting Eve
ever since. Imagine a man selling
a woman rancid butter while keep-
ing her attention fixed on a * prize”
given v ith the rancid butter ! A wo-
man m\y be tempted by * prizes”
to buy ommon soaps, that she mar
not kno v will soon ruin her clothes
and hands. But she soon finds out
the difference between common
soaps and Sunlight Soap. She finds
Sunlight Soap—Octagon Bar—a prize
in itself. Her clothes last longer,
and her hands are saved from
eczema, 220

'And for all the evil things that he had
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to the Stuart cause, and I will w i
In spite of all. I have, under the Ig?lfg};)
stgu;m?ﬁlunl atmd the great seal of Eng-
a :
&lzlh{.” © patent that establishes my
“The Tnformer says that it is a
forgery,” said the widow, "Then as
flushed with anger Lord Lang:'tord
sprang to his feet, she continued: “And
apart from that, am informed that
English peers do not carry their patents
with them on Continental tours any
more thz}n kings or queens drive out
with their crowns on their heads. 1In
short—now don’t get angry — I should
like some better proof of your right to
call yourself an earl and your wife a
countess, before we talk again on the
matter which. brought you here this
morning.”

‘He rose and bowed with such a man-
ner of politeness that the lady half
doubted the information on which she
Rad . challenged him. ‘Then he said:

It is your undoubted right, madam,
and you shall satisfied,” and walked
out of the roonf with his face blanched
and his_teeth set, and a look of wild
fury in his eyes.

Stephen Langford knew that, true and
real as was the parchment on which
he had so shamefully traded, he could
never prove his right to a title which
indeed he had only assumed to help
him in the adventurer's life which for
years past he had been leading on the
Continent. ~ His disappointment was
bitter. His position was most critical,
and he had firmly counted on the sim:
plicity  agnorance of the (American
widex¥ to inveigle her into a marriage
by which his fortunes might splendidly
beT;-etneved.

here had been a time when Lang-
ford had the right to call himself &
gentleman. Moreover, he was not

family whose hereditary title he had
usurped. His father was a kinsman of
the late Earl's, and indeed on his death
had inherited his estates—a barren
legacy, however, for Langford Towers,
and its cares were so heavily mortgaged
that when, in the event the inevitable
foreclosure took place, barely a thousand
pounds was left over after all legal ex-
penses had been paid. That occurred
whilst Stephen was still at Oxford.
The famous patent was already in his
possession. He had found it one day
whilst rumaging in one of the lumber
rooms in Langford Towers, and with-
out his father’s knowledge or consent
had appropriated it.

It has been said that [Langford’s posi-
tion was a critical one on the day when
this' story opens. He had, as against
a very heavy hotel bill, only two or
three pounds in his pocket, with no
prospect of anything more to come for
several weeks, and that marning he had
had a very stormy interview with the
hotel manager, in the course of which
criminal proceedings for “abuse of con-
fidence” had been hinted at. There was
nothing for it but to once more take to
his heels.

‘“Yes, and how far can I get with
three pounds in my pocket?’ he mut-
tered to himeelf as he strode along the
Rue de Rivoli. “No, I shall have to
trust to my luck again to-night, and
try that pocketbook trick which worked
so well in Homburg, once again. If it
comes off, all right, the situation will
be saved; if mot—well, then.” And he
shrugged his shoulders in a significant
manner.

* * * * *

That night there was a serious ecan-
dal at the club in the Rue de la
Chaussee d’Antin. Towards 11 o’clock
a player who was holding the bank at
one of the baccarat tables in the card
room, noticing that more money than
he cared to risk had been staked by the
punters on his next deal, announced
that he preferred not to hold the bank
any longer, and that any other player
might take over the cards.

‘“*“How much is staked on this deal?”’
asked the Earl of ILangford, stepping

up to the stable.

“About three hundred and fifty
pounds, my lord,” said the ecroupier,
after glancing down both sides of the
table.

“Very well,” said His Lordship, sit-
ting down in the banker’s place, “I'll
take the cards.” And so saying he pro-
duced a small but bulky pocketbook,
which he laid on the table by his side.
It was of Russian leather, and was or-
namented with a tiny gold corqnet
studded with diamonds. ‘The action
implied that the pocketbook contained
bank notes of sufficient value to pay all
the punters in case the deal went
against the bank. The croupier nodded
in acceptance, and His Lordship picked
up the cards and dealt. One to the
right, one to the left, then one to him-
self. Then he nervously picked up his
two cards, glanced at them, flushed
with pleasure, and, throwing them, face
upwards, down on the table, cried out
“Nine!” In baccarate nine, the higher
natural, is the highest point. The
bank had, won. ‘The croupier raked
in the stakes, and the Earl of
Langford smilingly ﬂﬁmonnced that
to his great regret e was unable
to play any more that night. He had,
he said, a pressing engagement.

“I'll take my winnings,” he said to
the cashier.

[But at that moment a man stepped
out from a group of men who had
watched the scene, and said: “Stop.
That mouney must not be paid over until
we have had an explanation from His
Lordshipn.” %

“No,” cried the other men, amongst
whom [Lord Langford recognized Mor-
gan, Bronson and Debreuil, “it must
not be paid over.”

“And why not, if you please, gentle-
men?”’ cried Lord Langford, swinging
round and facing the group.

‘Because,” said the man who had
first spoken—he was a vicomte and a
noted duelist—*“this is a club of men of
honor, and we are not at all satisfied
that had you lost on this deal you
could have paid. In other words, we
don’t believe there is anything in that
pocketbook.”

Angry words followed, repiied to by
still angrier ones, until {Lord Langford,
goaded beyond control, imprudently ac-
cused the club of being a rendezvous of
card sharpers.

Then the storm broke on the wretched
man’s head. (A score of angry denun-
ciations poured out upon him. A player
impounded the coronetted pocketbook
and emptied its contents upon the green
cloth. “Unpaid bills,” he cried, “and
pawn-tickets.”

(Bronson alone protested. “Shall we
krock some of these fellows down,
Langford?” he said. .
The manager now came up, aund, as is
the custom of Frenchmen, sided with
the majority. It was altogether in-
admissible, he said, that a man should
take a bank if he had no money to pay
with, in case he lost. It was most
suspicious.

‘““The police! The police! ~Send for
the police!” cried a dozen voices.

TLord Langford. under the danger that
menaced him now, regained his nerve.
Picking up his pocketbook and facing
the crowd, he said: *“I have given my
explanation. T have an account at the
Credit 'Liyonnais large enough to pay ten
times the miserable sum in dispute. But
as this is contested. the matter can
stand over till to-morrow, when my
valet shall bring my passbook to the
cashier., ‘Or the cashier can inform
himself at the bank. At any rate, un-
less the money owing to me is brought
to me at the Hotel Meurice by 4 o’clock
to-morrow afternoon, I shall lodge a
complaint with the police authorities
against this club as a haunt of sharps
and defaulters. And there must bhe a
written apology from those who have
insulted me. That is all I have to say.”
The. Earl did not return to his hotel
till early dawnp, for the burning shame
of his disgrace sent him racing about
the silent streets like a man demented.

done in his evil life, the agony of that
night was severe punishment. But a
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HALF OUR ILLS ARE CATARRH.

[Letters From Two Prominent Men.]
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son, O., elected to the Fifty-scco
gress as a Democrat, in a rc
from Washington, D. C., sa7

““I desire to join with 5 .,
friends in recommending your ;..
| uable remedy, Peruna, to aryor.
| meed of an invigorating toni.
| whose system is run down by catar-hap
troubles. Peruna is a permancn: 54
: effective cure for catarrh and | ould
jadvlse all who are afflicted witi thjs
|disease to try this remarkaii: reme
' edy.”’—Irvine Dungan.

Everybody is subject to catarrh. Te.

ay
al-
¢in
and

without some connection with the noble 'runa cures catarrh, acute or chronic
he ]

wherever located.

Hon. Thomas Gahan of Chicago, mems-
ber of the National Committec of tie
Democratic party, writes as follow=:

“T was afilicted with catarrh for four-
teen years and though I tried many
remedies and applied to several doctors
I was not able to find a cure. I tool:
Peruna for twenty-two weeks and am
now entirely cured.””—Thomas Gahan,

If you do not derive prompt and satis-
factory results from the use of Peruna
write at once to Dr. Hartman, giving g
full statement of your case and he wijl
be glad to give you his valuable advice
free, '

Address Dr. Hartman, President of
The Hartman Sanitarium, Columbus, 0,

heavier retribution awaited him.

He was lying on his bed, dressed as
he had entered, when, at 8 o'clock, the
_head waiter came into his.room, cuarry-
ing two letters. His manner was in-
solent, and there was a sarecastic ring
about the “my lords” with which he too
plentifully interpolated his remarks.

‘Whilst Lord Langford was reading the
first letter, the man stood looking on.
It was a note from the hctel manager,
reminding the Earl of their conversation
the day before, and giving him till noon
to settle the aceount.

“You can go,” said Lord
“I will attend to this.”
The man muttered
withdrew.

Langford.

something and
He then placed his eye to
nd saw the “Earl” toying
nopened letter, as though re-
luctany/to peruse its contents. Then he
im open the letter, glince at it

and spring to his feet, pale, trembling,
haggard, convulsed, as though the news
was indeed terrible. At last he burst
into tears and sank down on the hed,
groaning aloud: “My God! My God!”

It was indeed no sordid disappoint-
ment which had broken down the nerve
of the titled adventurer, for this is the
text of the letter which had struck Lim
down :

173A Tincoln’s Inn Flelds,
London, W. C.

My Lord,—We have the honor to inform
! you that’ certain documents, including the
marriage certificate of your grandfather,
the ninth Ear] of Langford, have come
into our possession. For the want of these
your late father was unable to assert any
claim to the title. You are undoubtedly
now in a position to do so, for the proof
cannot and will not be contested by the
ICommittee of Privileges of the House of
| Lords. You have, therefore, had a per-
| fect right to bear the title, as we under-
stand you have done for some time past.
We shall be happy to act for Your Lord-
ship’s interests, but we must point out
that the fees in connection with the sub-
stantiation of such a claim are heavy, and
unfartunately your accession does not
bring with it any increase of income.

We have the honor to remain, my Lord,
Your Lordship’s most humble and obedient
servants,
BEVAN, PARTINGTON & MIGGS.
Tg :‘I;e Right Honorable the Earl of Lang-
ord.

So it was that the pretence, the lie,
the fraud, the shameful masquerade of
many years were in fact not lie, nor
fraud, nor masquerade. He was 1o pre-
tender. [He was what he had played
to be, and the biting bitterness of the
revelation was that, deliberately, he had
befouled the only heritage handed down
to him by a long line of men, noble as
they were noblemen, his ancestors. A
sham Lord Langford he had been, a dis-
graced. if real, Lord Langford he would
be. There was no issue, no escape—
the harvest of his sins was in the reap-
ing.

And there was upon him the pressing,
the actual needs, the necessities of his
position, In a few hours, unless
money was obtained, he would be in
the hands of the police.

A few minutes later, the disorder of
his attire having been repaired, smart,
elegant and a man of fashion, he
erossed the entrance hall. ‘The man-
ager noticing that his gaudy jewelry had
disappeared,g stepped forward with some
expostulation on his lips. TLord Lang-
ford brushed him aside, and so out into
the street. ‘The manager followed. He
saw the Earl pause at the ,doors of the
Continental Hotel. and turn. His face
was very pale. He hesitated for a full
minute and then swung round, and, like
a man going to death or degradation,
entered the house.

* * * *
Now so'is the way of the world that
when, some monthe later, thanks to the
millions of the Countess of Langforl.
the Earl, having paid every peuny of
his debts, had indubitably, and to the
satisfaction of the Committee of Privil-
eges, established his claim to his title,
there was on the Continent no English
nobleman more popular. more courted,
than the eleventh Earl of TLangford.
Yet the shame and the reémorse that
were in the man’s heart were the puu-
ishment at all times upon him,
i i ——

Silk Lined Overcoats and Raglanette’s
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Smoking Jackets, $3.50, $5.00, $6.75:
dressing gowns, $7.00, $8.50, $10.00. B.
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e THE MOST NUTRITIOUS. o

EPPS'S GOGOA

An admirable food, with all
its natural qualities intact,
fitted to build up and maintain
robust health, ‘and to resist
winter's extreme: cold. Sold
in } 1b. tins, labelled JAMES
EPPS & €o., Ld., Homceopathic
Chemists, London, Englanc.¢
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