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~ Suits
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Every Suit Guaranteed to Fit and Wear.
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| 68 & 70 Yates Streg,t

To measure.
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Fit and finish guar-
anteed. New spring samples now
ready.

PRICES $15.00, $17.00, $19.00 per Suit
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20 Cases =

New
Hats

Just Received. All the Latest Styles
NEAT!
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Chi.nese
Commission

TUESDAY, MARCH 2.

At yesterday morning’s session of the
royal commission, President Clute stat-
ed that it was the desire of the com-
mission to complete the taking of evi-
dence here by Thursday, but that never-
theless it was not the intention to debar
any one who personally or as represent-
ing others, desired to lay evidence before
the commission. Anxious as the com-
mission was to complete its labors here
by Thursday, they would be willing to
give a day or two more for any witness.
es who had not been arranged with for
testimony, in order to enable any one de-
siring to attend to give evidence. All
that was necessary was for such per-
sons to communicate with the secre-
tary, Mr. Deane,

The first witness called yesterday
was Mr. H., B. Gilmour, M.P.P.,, of
Vancouver. He stated that he was a
mechanical engineer, and in that capa-
city had been in the employ of the C.
P. R. until two years ago last October.
He favored total prohibition of both
Chinese and Japanese. Conditions of
Chinese labor seemed to be almost ser-
vile, as the bosses made all the con-
tracts. ;

President ‘Clute pointed out that this
was a serious sthtement, as no evidence
had yet been tendered to show that
slavery existed in any form among the
Chinese in this province.

Mr. Gilmour thought the Chinese had
not advaneed the development of the
country. He believed if the provincial
government had power to prevent its
own civil servants, who were British
subjects from voting they had power to
prevent Orientals from voting. The
Japs and Chinese had taken the place of
white men as-section hands on the C.P.
R. and in extra crews and in some
places, New Westminster for instance,
in handling freight.

To Commissioner Munn witness said
he believed Japanese were employed on
the G. N., but that they were found noét
to be saftisfactory and were being re-
placed. He though legidlation shotld
be for the people and not for a railway
cormporation. He ‘would not agree that
the fact of one railway using Japanese
labor would justify the government
allowing a railway in this country to use
them.: /The “Empress line of steamers
< 'did not depend on Oriental immigration.
If that were stopped, to-morrow the
Empresses would .go right on the same
as now. g i

Frank Saxby, the next witness, told of
how he had tried to get work at Che-
mainus, in the saw mill, but there were
150 Chinese and Japs and he was told
there was no work., Skilled positions
were filled by white men. 'White men
engaged in ordinary work were he be-
lieved paid  $1.75 to $2.00 per day.
Orientals so far as he knew were paid
from $1.00 to $125 per day. He had
been in nearly every state in the United
States and had seen in California the
effect of the exclusion of Orientals. He
did not think any industry there had
been seriously affected by the exclusiop’
There had always been plenty of white
labor in the market in San Francisco
and other large cities of the state. Wit-
ness said he was a Canadian by birth
and had never been naturalized in the
United States. He had ramblqd a
good deal over the country and had been
forced to give up Tambling and prospect-
ing which kad been his business hecausgy
his means had given out. The ifollowing
df pro; ing was much more difficult
on account of the ditficulty to get work
when he ran out of funds and wanted
to make another grubstake.

. AFTERNOON SESSION.

E. . Palmer, manager of the Chemain-
,us mill, gave evidence at the afternooh
gession of the commission. At present
they employed in the mill 58 whites, 55
Chinese and 56 Japanese. The lowest
wages to white men were $2 per day, and
highest, $S per day. Chinese were paid
from $1 to $1.25, and one was paid
$1.50. Japanese were paid from $1 to

centage dressed lumber, and South Am-
erica took a considerable proportion of
dressed.
day more than they get on the United
States side, in order to have white men,
if they would bring  their families and
settle down so that he could depend on
them. ‘Lumber is mow supposed to be
$1 higher than it was sold for a few
years ago. Logs bad also risen in
price. They were higher now than ever
they had been before.

To Mr. Bradburn, witness said the
freight rates were mot the only advan-
tages United States mills had over Brit-
ish Columbia mills. They had a market
for everything. In order to get away
with the difficulty, he favored exclusion
of the Orientals and white men would
come and settie.

To Mr. Foley, witness said exclusion
had not been harmful to the United
States mills. They were well able to
compete with British Columbia mills.
He would favor an exclusion act. There
were enough in the country. Wages
here are no higher than on the Sound,
taking cost of living into account.
Henry Croft, the next witness, said he
was principally engaged in .mining at
Mount Sicker, 45 miles from Victoria.
Both white labor and Japanese were
employed at the mines. Whites work-
ed in the mines, the Japanese sorting
ore. They had tried to get boys to
work at sorting the ore. Boys were paid
$1.50 per day, but they would only stay
a short time. They had to get some
other class, and had taken Japanese,
paying them 90 cents per day.. These
were satisfactory employees in every
way. They sorted all the ore carefully,
and none was wasted. The foreman,
who came from the States, was opposed
to any but white labor. They could not
afford to employ white men at $2.75,
which was, he understood, the rate paid
in the Kootenays to men for sorting.
He did not put the savings in employ-
ing additional miners, as the ‘profit on
the workings of the mine would mnot
stand it,

Mr. Croft volunteered his opinion that
he was opposed to Oriental immigration.
Nevertheless, in a new country like this,
or Queensland or South Africa, where
cost of production was high, it was ne-
cessary to have a class of cheap labor
to allow competition with = countries
which had cheap labor. Otherwise,
commerce would not develop

To Commissioner Clut-, ne said he
thought there were enough Orientals in
the country at present. His interests
would -not suffer if no more were allow-
ed to come in. It might be a good thing
to import cheap labor under contract to
clear large areas of agricultural lands
and then deport them. Mr. Croft con-
sidered the United States mines were on
a different footing because the heavy
tariff protected the large home market,
and they also had the same outside mar-
kets as ‘available for this country.

. To Commissioner Munn, witness said
if there was ‘eontinued progress in min-
ing development, there would not be
-enough Orientals here unless there was
other cheap labor available.

8 to mines of low grade ore in the
United States being worked by white
labor at a profit, he said they were free
milling and not smelting propositions.

To Mr. Wilson, who asked what would
be the means of regulating the inflow
of Orientals,  witness said they would
not be premitted to enter if they inter-
fered with white labor. He did not
thing, hgwever, that they interfered
with white labor at the present time. As
to who would be the judges, of course
the peoplq who elected the government
would decide when it was necessary to
allow more in.

The commission

adjourned
morning,

till this
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MANY BODIES
" ARE RECOVERED

-

Finding of Victims in Number
Six 8haft Is Going on
it Rapidly.

From Our Own Correspondent.
. Cumberland, B. C., April 1.—Since
Saturday a regular entry has been made

$1.25. In the woods they employed
125 whites, the wages ranging .from
$2.25 to $3.75 per day, averaging
$2.86. Nineteen Chinese and 30 Jap-
ese were employed in the woods. The
Chinese in the woods got $1.25 per day.
This was the first timie they thad Jap-
anese in the woods, They were in ex-
port trade entirely, and came into com-
petition with the mills of the Sound.
The Port Blakely mill was the only
one employing Japanese. They had over
300 of them sirce the Nome rush of ‘a
Yyear or so ago. United States mills had
an advantage of 1s. 3d. to 2s. 6d. per
thousand ' over British Columbia mills
in rates of freight on sailing vessels.
This ‘was made up of pilotage charges,
extra cost of supplies and sick mariners’
benefit. It would be impeossible under
present conditions to compete if the Chi-
nese were taken out of the employment
of mills. They had never employed
white men exclusively, Witness said
there were sufficient Orientdls here now.
If further immigration were prevented,
there might be a little inconvenience, but
it “would right itself. Throwing all
sympathy out of the guestion, he could
afford to pay $2 per day to white labor-
ers better than $1 to Chinese.

To Mr. Munn, Mr. Palmer gave par-
ticulars of the mills in this province en-
gaged in export trade as compared with
the mills of the neighboring state. The
cut of the Port Blakeley mill last year
was 40,711,000 feet: Chemainus, 37.-
426,000 feet; Hastings, about 24,000,000
feet; Moodyville, about 17,000,000 to 18,-
000,000 feet. The total export of Brit-
ish (Columbia was about one-third

that of the mills of Puget Sound. A |

large portion of the export business was
controlled by Portland, Qre., and there
white labor was employed exclusively.
In Tacoma the pay of white laborers
averaged $1.75 per day.
were employed they were paid $1 to
$1.50 per day. No white man got less
than $1.85 per day. The cost of living
on the other side, witness thought, was
15 per cent, less than here. Men here
had to pay about $5 per week for room
and beard.

In freight rates, there was an average
of 50 cents per thousand, against his
mill, as compared with United States
mills, European, African and Indian
export lumber trade took all rough lum-
ber. Melbourne took all rough lumber,
Adelaide about 10 per cent. dressed,
while Sydney varied from 10 to 30 per
cent. dressed. China took a small per-

of McDonnell,

‘When Chinese

into. No. 6.shaft, and No, 1 incline,
where nearly all the white miners were,
Lis being explored. = The bodies of Wil-
liam  Snedden, George Turnbull, P.
Bono, Thomas Lord, A. Smith, Allison
and Louis Simondi, and also three Chi-
nese and a Japanese have been recov-
ered. The town wears a gloomy aspect
to-day. Funerals occurred at intervals,
and were- attended la most cases by
large numbers, :

. There being no work proceeded with
in, mines: except that in'No. 6, knots of
men stand about cornmers and discuss
probabilities in quiet tones, and flags fly

half-masted. ‘The town is a picture of
gloom.
It is expected that No. 1 ineline will
yield up all the entombeéd whites, There
are only two there now, and these will
be recovered.

_Graves for all the vietims have long
since been dpg, prepared and marked,
80 that the work of interment is now
reg\deredh simple,

o-night another body presumahly
that of J. White, is in-sight ]
be hoisted short]y.’ i b s S
e e

SALISBURY'S HEALTH.

Distinet 'Denial Given to Report of
Bright's Disease.

London, April 1.—The private

itary of Lord Salisbury, v)pIr. ‘Sohor:%il;i‘
informs the Associated
| Press that the Premier is making excel-
i lent progress and that there is mo truth

in the. statement that his physicians

| bave discovered symptoms of Bright's

disease or any other complication. He!
is still somewhat weak, as the result of
influenza, but expects to statrt for <be
Riviera at the end of the week,

—ee
NELSON DEBENTURES,

From Nelson Miner,

The $100,000 Issue of ecivic debentures
were sold yesterday (March 26) to Ames &
Co., &t ronto, for $103,250 or at the rate
of 10814. - The next bid was made by the
Tmperial Bank of Canada which. tendered
for the securities at 108, Another tender
was recelved for practieally the
amount, and the others were but sHghtly .

low. = That of Ames & Co., financidl |

agents’ of Toronto, was accepted and. the -
ten-

civie autherities wired

th
derers to this effect. % nce.lml

L ]
o
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SOIL PHYSICS.
Read by John Fulton, assistant chemist
of the Oregon Agricultural Experiment
Station at the Corvallis meeting of the
Oregon State Horticultural Soclety.
The chemical analyses of soils have thus
far disappointed the expectations that a
few years since were raised respecting
them. The chemist cannot always tell in
what condition the homeopathic quantities
exist that enter into the composition of the
soll to effect its fertllity, and there are
many circumstances that may render a soil
fertile or barren that analysis does not
disclose; but however complex the compos-
ition of a soll may be there is little prac-
tical difficulty in ascertaining its general
character and its adaptation to the growth
of auy particular crop. This is brought
about by physical means, or Soil Physics,
and the relation of soil physics to horticul-
ture is the subject to which we invite your
attention for a brief period.
In determining the physical properties of
soils eight distinct features must be con-
sidered.

ivision,

%. sAtt?stgrggn‘g power of hygroscopic mols-
ture.

3. Property of condensing gases.

4. Power of fixing solid matter from their
solution.

5. Capillary power,

6. Change of bulk by drying.

7. Adhesiveness,

8. Relation to heat,

These constitute the physical character
of the soll, and in turn will be touched up-
on. Experience has shown that fineness of
pariicles with'n a limited extent is very
closely related to fertility. Thiz conclusion
is not difficult to understand when we con-
sider the amount of surface exposed and
the ease with which rootlets can wander
about among the particles in search of
saline matter.

Moisture 18 just as essential to plant de-
velopment as the food must be prepared
by being put in solution. Give the plants
plenty of heat and air 1andl t1;nol|stm"ei

ood steady circulation, an
%‘;?353 sfz?lrl 'ﬁogthe rest. ySoilﬂ ihat change
their bulk on drying generally possess an-
other undesirable property, that qf neav-
ing or swelling when saturatel with wat-
er. In Oregon where the rains of winter
almost wet the heels of summer, and where
during the summer months little or no
ra'n falis, solls; especially of the clayey
‘nature, have o tendemcy to bake. leaying
immense fissures which extend sometimes
to a depth. of two or three feet. It is then
the rootlets are almost crushed to death by
the great pressure exerted In the soil
shrinking, and in winter when the pores
are filled to saturation, should a few days
of heavy freezing set in. the plants suffer
again from rupture by the expansion of
the water in nolidifying. In this locality
‘this fortunately seldom occurs,

Ail bodies possess to a more or less mark-
ed degree the property of absorbing mois-
ture. A plece of glass when wiped thor-
oughly with a ‘dry cloth, weighed and al-
lowed to stand for a short time and weig-
ed agzain will have been found to b?ve
gained very perceptibly in welght. This
is due to absorption of molsture, a prop-
erty of great importance in rural economy,
as by, it .is determined the capacity of the
soil Lo sustaln vegetable existence, and also
to gather other vapors afid gases which
combine to fdrm plant food. N

The two gases that play the most Im-
portant part in- plant growth are nitrogen
and carbonic acid, the former generally
apprepriated by the roots of the plant and
the latter by the leaves. In the matter of
solls, then, nitrogen must claim our alten-
tion and whatever can be done to augient
the supply of this valuable ingredient is
a duty incumbent upon ‘‘he who by the
plough would thrive.” This demands then
the presence of an adequate supply of or-
ganic matter, whether vegetable or ani-
mal origin. It is found that all carbonace-
ous substances are great absorbents, hence
the necessity of promoting oxidation or
slow combustion of organic ingredients.

As to the power of fixing solld matter
from the water in which- they are dissolv-
ed depends very much upon what is termed
porosity, i. e., the relative size of the pores
of the soll. Capillary power Is closely re-
lated to fixing power. It is the ability to
lift water from the water line to the sur-
face, just as a wick carries oil from the
receptacle to the flame and is there burn-
ed. In the case of water it Is evaporated.
The small canals may be termed the veins
and arteries of the soll, for through them
circulates, along with the water. the air
that without neither vegetable nor animal
can exist. Without ald, stagnation sets in
—no chemical energy is formed because
the process of combustion,is stopped; con-
sequently, denied the requisite amount of
heat to sustain life, the plant wilts, dies,
decays "upon the spot that should have
nourished it. Alr is the great helpmeet
which enters the soil as soon as the water
recedes, but not until, as no two things
can occupy the same space at the eame
time. When due preparation has been
made, the air commences its indirect life-
giving mission by decomposing vegetable
matter. This may sound paradoxical but it
is true nevertheless. Life in the vegetable
world is produced by death. The seed
must die before it can live again, and how
can it either decay or live without air?
Evaporation is a cooling process and to
this cause Is attributed the coldness of
solls. Water exposed to air Is continually
pasgng from the ligquid state to the gas-
eous state and the. warmer the alr the
greater the expansion -and consequently
greater evaporation. If the water be led
away 'by channels, natural or- artificlal;
much Jatent heat will be preserved to pro-
mote the growth of plants and no doubt
help ithem to ward off diseases.

A thorough system of cultivation, plenty
of manure, and good drainage will over-
coma many of the difficulties of fruit grow-
ing. ' Drainage not only eleyatés the tem-
perature of the soil by carrying off the
water ‘which, if allowed to remain, would
have to be evaporated, but when the soll
is dry. it condenses moisture from the
warm air. in the same mapner that a rain
is formed when a cold stratum of air inter-
cepts a moist, warm ope., It also allows
the passage of air through the soil to ox-
idize organic matter for plant food, thus
serving a three-fold purpose. .
s As to soil ‘exhaustion, this problem has
long ago percolated through English brains
impervious even as they are sald to be,
and no plant is-allowed ‘to forage to any
great extent for food supply. Manures are
put on in abundance, exactly in accordance
to the wants of the particular plant.

tent a8 to give the best results. 7
The relation Yt w#oil to ‘heat I8 probably
of the greatest Importance. The mean rain-

fall for this locality Js 43 inches per year; [ & tendency.to dry out during the sum-!with which the official asked me, "'are you

-} form which is most important to the

® L
He would pay 20 cents per Q.:...Q.b‘\..........'.......G..........O...........‘.

INFORMATION FOR THE FARMER.

Communications to be addressed to “Agricultural,” Colonist.
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°
that is to say that 10,698,317 pounds of

the year. At the depth of one inch on each
acre there are 27,154 gallons—nearly 100
tons—which must be evaporated or other-
wise disposed of every 10 days:
orate this artifically would require 10 tons
of coal.or —cords of wood. An immense
amount, of heat is consumed in changing
water from the liquid to the gaseous state
and the process of conduction of heat from
the sun is very slow. By far the greater
amount must come from the earth. The
problem then for the horticulturist, and

how to retaln this wasted heat.

Each zone on the earth's surface produc-
es vegetation common to no other, general-
ly speaking. Plants that grow in abund-

must be dealt with in the most careful
manner in the iemperate zone and not a
few wmust have the continual, shelter of
the greenhouse. Heat and moisture and
air are the three principal agents that pro-
mote the growth of plants and without
these all efforts to sustain life are fruit-
less. In many localities it is strange that
plants flourish as they do. They always
seem to me to be vegetable hospitals rather
than seed beds. Planted in earth plowed
only a few inches deep and consequantly
fed on half rations, with roots submerged
for the greater part of the winter in stag-
nant water, and in summer when deprived
of necessary moisture they endeavor to
seek the water table but are prevented by

easy prey to disease. Extension of terri-
tory downward will not be met with In-
creased taxation. nor are you lkely to be
persecuted for trespassing, for by virtue of
your title you own clear from the surface
of your farm to the centre of the earth.
To illustrate adhesiveness, take clay for
example, and together with it take 'its
perfect antipode In physical structure—
sand. Clay is soft and unctuous, sand hard
and scratchy; clay is cold and molst, sand
warm and dry; clay bakes into a compact
mass, sand is alway friable; clay is reten-
tive of water, sand scarcely possesses this
power. Adhesion exists to such an extent
in clay that when thoroughly dry it re-
quires mo small ‘amount of hard work to
bring the huge masses to anything resemb-
ling the least degree of pulverence. A
happy mean must then be equal parts of
sand and clay. To obtain this mean is not
always practicable, but to a great extent
the inconveniences of heavy clay can be
overcome by taking advantages of the
forces of nature. y
OREGON AGRICULTURIST.

THE FUNCTIONS OF HUMUS IN
THE ORCHARD.

In a paper read before the Iiowa Hor-
ticultural Society in 1899 Prof. ohn
Craig gives a statement of the use of hu-
mus in the orchard which is worthy.of
the attention not only of the man who
plants an orchard, but of every man who
manages a farm, We therefore quote
it as follows: 2

“When the farmer turns under clover
or rye he is manuring hig soil by giving
it humus—organic matter. This leads
us to a consideration of the nature and
function of humus, It is, in brief, that
part which is added to the soil by the
decay of vegetable tissue. Humus is
not prepared plant food; but without its
presence the soil, the plant food of the
rock, inorganic, remains unavailable to
the plant. It is, then, a go-between. a
medium between the plant and its food.
We may ask ourselves for a further ex-
planation of this statement, which may
be answered by saying that the soil is
not a dead, inert mass, but is in fact a
region or factory of ceaseless activitv.
Live soils are those in which there is an
abundance of humus, and having this
humus there is an abundance of micro-
scopic workers whose ¢uanction . it is
work over ‘the raw material, both
inorganic and organie, into such

condition ‘'will - allow the plant
to  appropriate them, Worn  out
lands are usually those from which the
humus bas been “burned” out by im-
provident methods of culture. Chemical
analysis may show that two sovils may
differ very little in their relative content
of nitrogen, phosphoric acid and potash,
yet one is productive and the other is
not. What is the difference? A fertile
soil is said to contain per aecre in the
upper eight inches plant food as follows:
Nitrogen, 3,217 pounds; phosphoric acid,
3,930 pounds; potash; 17,597 pounds, On
what does fertility depend? ° First,
amount of humus present. Second,
amount of water present. Third, physi-
beal condition or texture. We have al-
ready discnssed the first factor. ‘The
second is mo less important. Water is
the vehicle or plant food carrier, With-
out it the plant could not obtain the
prepared and ayailable food of the soil.
.. Water is a problem in plant growth
in the Missouri valley, especially in the
loose soil region.. Water remaing in the
soil in tilree ways: First, standing or
free water. Second, water of absorp-
tion, Third, film water. It is this latter

fruit grower of this region. Kilm mois-
ture is that which surrounds ewvery soil

readily transported from one place 'to
another by capillarity; it

the surface of orchard soil.

texture has been emphasized in the dis-
cussion of the water problem.
land is plowed deeply in spring the wa-

its ‘waterholding ¢apacity  is ‘increased.
To emphasize the truth of the statement
that the finer the soil the greater the wa-
‘ter-holding capacity one need but make
a simple test of two samples of soil, The
one containing a large percentage of hu-
musy (e. g. decayed furf); the other a'sub-
soil with sand predominating., It wilt
be found that, though the two samples
may be in apparently the same condition
as regards mioisture the humus samnple
will hold much the greater quantity .

While the ‘details in the management
of orchards would vary with conditions
yet certain. underlying principles would
be applicavie everywhere, ~ In the loose

Evitp- { s0ils_ of the west it would probably be |1 have not’
same | oration, too, is controlled to such an ex- | unwise to mse coarse manure freely in| House. -1 have not voted in the wrong

spring unless as top-dressing, If plowed

under in spring the texture of the soil

might be made so light as to encourage

Tater fall upon each acre in the course of | ha water and plant food questions were

To evap- |¢he weeds. -
question is of secondary interest gmd
does not require separate consideration.
—Farmers’ Advocate.

Indeed, all tillers of the soll to solve Is|secems to be aroused to the necessity of
doing more agressive work for the de-
velopment of .agriculture in that pro-
et 1M bmitted th

mier urray submitte ese mea-
ance and with little care in the trop'cs glx;ees in this diiectiou, which are: “An
Act to Encourage Dairying in Nova ﬁco-
tia,” “An Act to Encourage Horticul-

countries of Kurope, such as Denmark

grain as an impalpable film or covering |buried in the wall, but the characters were

It is the kin isture which is most [too worn to be. decipherable.
ol Py e . ards have been found from time to time at
is the - kind Tientsin since the -destrnction of the wall
o i € . KIna |, oan threatening the workmen with being
which orchardists should conserve with | «gaved alive when the Chinese officials re-

greatest care by keeping a dust mulech on{ turned to
the +all, the levelling of which has catsed
The necessity of securing a desirable | grest Indignation among the Chinese.

0 t Hongkong for obtainine mon.
L i | T e encin
G b starekeepers and hotels there. He was mas
ter reservoir is deepened, and, being finer | nnarading as a surgeon of tuwe. U. S. S8
Brooklyn.,

How Imperial House Strikes Ope On First

London Chroniele.

blnnder!

S —

mer. On most soils it is a good practice
to lower the water reservoir by deep
plowing in spring. Particularly is this
true with soils of the dense impervious
character, In this connection the sub-
soil should be used in the preparation of
all lands intended for nursery and or-
chard use.  After the.pulverizing the
goil should be so-treated as to retain
a maximum amount of film moisture.
In the Western sections this object is
best attained by frequent surface culti-
vation. The disc harrow then should
follow the plow, and the smoothing har-
row the dise. In former days, when

not prominernt problems, the ground was
cultivated when the system was in
vogue, often enough only to keep down
Now, however, the weed

NOVA SCOTIA WAKING UP.

At last the government of Nova Scotia

last week

In the Legislature

ture,” and “An Act Respecting the Nova
Scotia Herd Book.” -

The bill to further encouruage dairy-
ing in Nova Scotia aims to put qu:\
Scotia in line with the great dairying

and Scotland, where butter making is

o R

a minister, sir?”’ will remain a sweet niem-
ory twenty years hence.

Of the debates of this little session my
most conspicuous impression is the idea
that time and eternity are after all only
comparative terms. The manner in which
time is wasted is paralyzing 40 a man of
an active habit of mind.

After that 1 am lost in amazement at the
colossal assurance of one or two garrulous
members, Glven that all the 670 of us felt
that it devolved upon us to hould forth at
the same length, as say. the honorable
member for—(you know where), certainly
the crack 'o doom would be left well in the
rear before the thing had finished. I con-
fess I wonder the House tolerates people
of this sort. They bring the knowledge of
a youthful debating society and the manner
of an antediluvian parlamentarian to every
subject under the sun., and dogmatically
diagnose the political situation from China
to Peru.

Then I note with growing apprehension
how speech begets speech. - Ths right hon-
orable secretary of state for landed pro-
perty makes a speech tonight. A dozen
meticulous pencils are jotting down thin
drawn dialectics. -Tomorrow morning the
Times’ report is carefully scanned, and the
other morning and evening papers are rap-
idly run through for leader comments on
the speech. Tomorrow night, to an army
of empty benches, the army of parliament-
ary bores will drivel away by the hour.
Away in the smokeroom the hardened sin-
ner will roll lazily over as the tape creaks
out the name of the speaker and roll back
again with: “There’s that shocking ass—
up again.” If they do these things in the
green tree, what shall be.done in the dry?
Once or twice a fiendish desire has selzed
me to get up and say as Artemus Ward did
in congress: ‘‘Go home, you old fools.

highly developed. Premier Murray’s
measure provides for an annual aporo-
priation of $7,000 for the encouraging of
dairying in Nova Scotia. Schools for
special Instruction in dairying will be
provided. Provision is also made for as-
gisting to equip and provide with plant

the tenacious sub-soil, no wonder they fall [and machinery any creamery proposed

to be established that will annually for
five years manufacture not-less than 20.-

000 pounds of butter or 40,000 pounds of

cheese. 7

By way of encouraging horticulture
it is proposed to establish experimental
orchards in the various counties of the
province adapted to fruit growing, The
plan, in brief, provides that the govern-
ment shall purchase sufficient first-class
nursery stock to plant not more than six
acres of orchard in each county of the
province., In establishing these mogiol
orchards the government aims to give
an object lesson which the fruit grow-
ers of the locality may copy with profit.

In connection with the establishment of! my gpeak of his great intellectual distine-
each model orchard a plot of worn out! 415,

land will be selected as an object lesson

in restoring the fertility of the soil with-| g supererogation.
out manure, by the use of clover, bone peing wholly out of his element in the rush

meal, ete.

The third bill is for the purpose of | sccasion” demands he esn cat and throst

raising the standard of live stock. Nova

Scotians can register cattle in the herd the gefence of a éolleague.

book of the province, but if t}]e st.andard
is not equal to that of Ontario this mea-
sure will enable the government to dis-

nt herd book and to af-'
%fl):fe()fv:ilig ngze Ontario Association.—; and Mr. Arthur Baifour safely enshrined

KFarming World.
—_———

THE LION

AND THE BEAR | tinciis’s cae in which the uggment must, |1

Oriental Papers Tell of Friction
Between the British and
Russians.

Fawngit

Hongkong and Shanghal papers recelved{

by the steamer Tacoma which arrived
yesterday report- that friction has been

cansed between Britain and Russia over
the recent cruise of the British cruiser

Plover which captured a number of pir-

ates on Biliot and Blonde islands of the
After the execution of the
pirates at We Hai Wel a .protest was re-

Gulf of Pechill.

ceived from Admiral Alexoff and Admiral

r in acknowledging the receipt of
e said that he Te-

the protest
fused to admit the Russian contention that
the islands were in Russian territory.

The Pekin Times and Tientsin Times

says that during the siege of Pekin both
thze7 Russian and French ministers burnt
their diplomatic papers.  The paper goes
on to say that there must be something
very suspicious when such a course was
taken. ’

The opportune arrival of an Itallan cruls-
er near Chekiang saved the passengers and
crew of a large Chinese junk from being
killed by pirates and the vessel from beine
looted. The pirates had come alongside the
junk and a hard fight was going on be-
tween the pirates and the company of the
trading junk on the latter vessel’s deck
when the cruiser hove in sight and took a
hand in the fight. 'A number of the Chin-
ese had been killed before the Italians cap-
tured the pirates. The cruiser towed the
eaptured pirate junk to Ning-po and there
after' a summary trial eleven of the ring-
leaders were decapitated. - Presents of
cattle were sent to the Itallans as a reward
for the capture of the Ning-po Taotal.

The Shanghai Mercury learns on good
authority that affairs in Pekin are not go-
ing on at all pleasantly, In fact the coun-
try around Pekin is said to be in a state of
anarchy, says the Shanghal paper. The
natives are fighting amongst themselves.
and robbing and murdering one another.
Boxers and their followers are gathering
in the- capital] and many of their leaders
m-ei in the t:!etnploy of the allies, some even
as interpreters.

Dnrlrl;g the levelling of the western wall
about Tientsin some Chinese employed in
the work discovered -an anclent tablet

Vicious plac-

power'. for thé destruction of

John Lee, an American nrisonershas been

from © Chinesa

i m i AL RS EORE TH
NEW BRITISH M.

Acquaintance.

Thank heaven I have made no frightful
It is with this uninsoiring senti-
ment that T close my first. fortnight in
“the Houee." I-have not walked between
the speaker and the gentlemen *In posses-
sion of the Hotise.” I have not been found
standing in the House with my hat on nor
have I been discovered sitting with it off.
redd my newspaper in the

lobby. The pnly serious erime I have com-
mitted is to -have sat down at a ‘‘minister's
table” in the dining room.  The delicacy

Go home and help your wives with the
mangle.” But, heaveh be praised, 'I re-
sisted the temptation and indulged in pro-
fane sllence instead.

On the other hand, there are men in the
Houge that are simply ‘“‘great.” There is
Tim Healy. He stands there solid and
unmoved, his hands clasped behind him—
. the orders for the day rolled on to a loose
! spill between them.  In a dry, hard, un-

musical monotone he seems to soliloguize
aloud. The style is consplcuously repellant

except, when now and again the inevitable
| touch of pathos supervenes. But the mat-
ter! Dialectically it is from first to last
the best of a brilliant mind—epigrammati-
cal, humorous, illuminated. Practically it

is from first to last the bitterness of a

bitter mind; acld. irreconcilable, impossible.

“Tim’” was big on texts the other night.
| As Le rolled them off I thought of another
| that he might well take as his own: ‘‘There
1 Is none that doeth good, no. not one!”

Then, there is Mr. Balfour. Where Is the
curmudgeon that he could not captivate?
seems almost an impertinence; to
dwell on his fine sense of honor certainly
But he strikes one as

and turmoll of political controversy. When

with the best—especially when the task is
But it is only
momentarily that you miss the habitual air
;ot “What a beastly nuisance all this Is!”
One would like to see a big and well-padded
' chair of psychological research founded
thereln. Until I actually see him at it I
shall believe that his prowess at golf is a
pleasant fiction born of the tender regard
of affectionate friends.

Finally, there is ‘‘Joe.” “Joe” is certain.
ly the most highly interesting case of all.

for the time being be suspended. Except
for the game way he comes up to time and
#miling he does not prepossess you. He
does not play what footballers call an un-
selfish game, Directly the “kick-off”’
whistle sounds, ‘Joe” in -effect, orders
everyone else on his side of the fleld. *I
will take this lot on myself,” you can al-
most hear him say. And, as a matter of
fact, he does ‘‘take them on,” and polishes
! off the job in‘a perfectly clean, prompt,
and effectual manner. But I should be sur-
prised to learn that the other players on
his side relish the method. They would be
more than human. if they did.

As a speaker ‘“‘Joe” is forcible and to the
point. He does not fumble; he walits till
he sees an opening, and then in he goes like
lightning. He assumes an air of complete
disregard for, and even contempt of, rhe-
torical “‘effect.”” Nevertheless. he is dis-
tinctly and cleverly stagy—so cleverly

Japan Has
Made Protest

But Whether Russia Has Re.
plied Is Not Publicly Known
Yet.

Chinese Are Believed to be Pre.
paring to Rescue the
Emperor.

London, April 1.—Japan has mad
direct representations to St. Petersbure
against the Manchurian convention, says
a despatch to the Times from Tokio.
dated Saturday, but the result is not
yet known. Japanese public opinion is
very strong on the subject. The cabi-
net is prudent and pacific, but impressed
by. the national enthusiasm which is cer-
tain to become uncontrollable if there
shall be any undue yielding.

The correspondent of the Globe at
Shanghai, in a despatch dated Saturday,
March 30, says he understands that the
ang Tse viceroys and Yuan Shikai, the
militAry governor of Shan Tung, are
prepared to despatch 100,000 troops to
Sian Fu to rescue the Emperor from
the hands of \the reactionaries and
escort him to Pekin, if a little pressure
and promise of moral support is forth-
coming from the powers interested in
the ‘““open door.” The -correspondent
adds that the suggested expedition would
prove popular in central and southern
China, would result in the destruction
of the. anti-foreign elements, and would
lead to the establishment of a progress-
ive government in Pekin.

An Amusing Incident.—During the
organ recital at St. John’s church on
Sunday evening, when Mr, Longfield
was playing the . piece descriptive of
Christ’s journey over the Sea of Galilee,
a little boy stood up with a startled look
on his face, and called out in a voice
loud enough to be heard by those
around, “Mamma, where is the thunder
coming from?”’

Veterans Will Join.—The members of
the Veterans’ Association of Vancouver
Island are asked to muster at the Drill
Hall this evening at 7:30 o’clock, when
all veterans present will fall in to join
in the route march of the Fifth Regi-
ment, ‘O, A., ‘which is"announced for f&
night in orders issued by Col. Gregory.
All Veterans should be present, as the
proposed march-out will take the place
of the usual monthly meeting.

Elected Officers.—A meeting of the
Star Lacrosse Club was held last even-
ing in the club rooms, on Pandora aven-

the coming season. Those present were:
W. Kelly, R. Mould, B. Grey, C. Wat-
kins, ‘P. Anderson, W. Pettigrew, R. D.
McLachlan, A. Plewis, J. Thompson, J.
ones, C. Bishop and H. Jamieson. P.
Andrews was elected president; W. Pet-
tigrew,
Jamieson was again elected team cap-
tain.

March Fires.—The fire returns for last
month are as follows: On the 2nd, at
4:30 p. m., Box 27, fire on roof of a Chi-
nese tenement on Fisgard street, loss
$10; 3rd, 8:15 p. m., Box 27, fire in a
two-story brick building, No. 30 Cor-

which caused the fire, no loss; 7th, 8
p. m., false alarm; 9th, 1:20 p. m., Box
27, chimney fire; 13th, 5:40 p. m., Box
27, fire at R. Croft's office, Chancery
lane, gasoline ignited, estimated loss $30;
17th, Box 25, chimney fire; 21st, tele-
phone alarm, fire at old custom house,
no loss; 25th, Box 14, chimney fire.

Report For March.—From the 'public

stagy indeed. that the chances are that you
would never see it. But there is an acute
little monosyllable chuckle always in front
of the biting sneer, as ignificant pulling un
of the shoulders before the straight lunge
home, and a set pose of the hands before
the deadly parallel. It is a fearfully en-
grossing spectacle—the spectacle of a man
on the highest tight rope stretched in the
political world—in this country at any
rate. There are those, who day by day,
insist that “Master Joe’s nasty fall’? will
come. Perhaps so. - But meanwhile I ean
not withhold a tribute of admiration for
the sKilf; courage and resource with which
this extraordinary man turns aside all
shafts and confounds all opponents, What
I reaily would like to see for the spave of
one hour is ‘‘Master Joe’” on one side of
the table and Arthur Balfour on the other.
I am doubtful about the result. But, if it
ever come to pass, may I be there to see.

—_———
SIR JOHN STAINER.

The Great Musician and Composer
Is Dead.

London, April 1.—Sir John Stainer,
organist, composer and writer on musi-
Sir John Stainer was born in" 1840,
and at the early age of 16 was organist
of St. Michael's College, Tenbury.
Three years afterwards he was made
organist of Magdelen College, Oxford,
and graduated in that university, beth
in arts and music. He was appointed
to succeed Sir John Goss as organist of
St. Paul’s, London, in 1872, and re-
signed in 1888. Ffe composed a great
many anthems and church services, as
well as secular songs, ahd achieved a
world-wide reputation as a scientific
musician, . His compositions are known
wherever. the higher class church musie
is played, and  his cantatas, such as
“The Daughter of Jairus,” and others,
have made his name familiar to all. He
received many high honors, in 1888 he
was knighted, and in 1889 was appoint-
ed professor of music in Oxford. 4

—_————0—
He—Newly wed is always talking about
his wife’s. money.
She-—That’s very strange.
He—Not so very. You just ought to see
her.—April Smart Set,

R |
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'library there were issued during March
2,190 books, ladies taking 1,071 and
: gentlemen 1,119; the highest number
isswed in one day was 125, and the aver-
age number 84, The number of new
members joining the library was 32—16
gentlemen and 16 ladies. There have
been added to the shelves three reports—
“Geological Map of Canada and U. 8.
A., by M. Dawson, Ottawa; ‘Forest
Management in the Adirondacks,” 1900,
from Cornell University; ‘“Auditor-Gen-
eral’s report, June 30, 1900,” Ottawa.

Holiday Excursions.—A. special train
service has been arranged by the E. &
N. Railway Company for the Raster
holidays. On Friday, Saturday, Sunday
and Monday there will be two train$
daily, leaving here at 9 a.m. and 4:25
p.m., and excursion tickets will be on
sale to all stations, good until I\_Irmdn.“
cvening. On Monday a train will also
leave the Store street station at 1:30 for
Cokwood, where 'the Victoria Hunt Club
will hold their epring meeting. The
races have been well filled and to add to
the enjoyment of those who attend, the
'Fifth Fegiment band will be present.

Pioneer’s Death.—The death occurred
at his residence, Richmond road, last
evening, of George Mitchell, a resident
for many years in this city and province.
The deceased was shipping clerk for 2
number of years for A. J. Langley. and
his successors, Messrs. Henderson Bros.,
and was also engaged at different tines
by Messrs, Gilmore & McCandless and
the Hudson’s Bay Company. He came
here some forty years ago, from Dun-
das, Ont., where he was born 55 years
ago, A wife and brother-in-law are the
only surviving relatives in Victoria. The
funeral will take place on Wednesday
afternoon.

To Fight at Dawson—Trank Slavin,
who worsted' Billy Devine at the Su-
voy at Dawson on March 15, in four
rounds, received an offer from Manager
Kennedy of the Century Club, of §10.-
000, for a fight at the Golden Gate Club
with Sharkey, and on the meceipt of the
offer, which ‘was refused by Slavin, the
management of the Savoy, Messrs. Jack-
gon and Macdonnell, offered more than
$£10,000, offered by the San Francisco
club, for a fight at the Savoy at Dawson.
Yukon Journal—a mnew Dawson
daily—of March 14, says that the deci-
sion to make the offer was arrived at
on the night of the 16th, and the tele-
gram to Sharkey went forward from
Daweon the next morning, and if the
sailor means business, the Savoy man-

intend to get him to Dawson to°
meet ga R G
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