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RACE FROM YORORAMA

-Opposition Liners Reach Port Close
Together- After an Exeit-
ting Run.

Deep Sea Fleet Bunch at the
Outer Wharf—Trans-Paec-

ific Trade.

Four big ocean liners in considerably
less than 24 hours—or to be more exact, a
ship every three hours—was Victoria’s
record yesterday. One of these, the
Warrimoo, arrived from Australia on
Thursday, and has previously been men-
tioned. Following her came the Walla*
Walla, from San Francisco, with 50 odd
tons of freight and a dozen or more pas-
sengers for Victoria; and then the
Yamaguschi Maru, Victoria and Queen.
The Victoria and Yamaguschi- Maru are
opposition liners, and had raced all the
way from Yokohama, several wagers
having been staked on the outcome of
the speed trial. The Northern Pacific
liner Victoria was of course the smart-
est, but the Yamaguschi Maru beat her
by not quite an hour in reaching quaran-
tine, having left Yokohama over two
days in advance of her rival. The bet-
ting, however, was done on which would
arrive first, and in this respect the
Maru's inch, so to speak, was as good as
v mile. From port to port the Victoria
took 13 days and 13 minutes, time she
has beaten on former occasions when
weather and water were more favorable
for speed. She brought 12 saloon pas-
sengers, and in the steerage 61 Japanese
and 36 Chinese for Victoria, and 2 Cor-
eans, 26 Chinese and 12 Japanese for
United States points, besides 47 sacks
of mail. Her saloon passengers weré
as follows: Mrs. Cadwell, Miss Cadwell,
Master Cadwell, Mrs. Campbell and
three children, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Perrit,
Sergt. C. Wilke, H. Ohnick and T.
Yoshiro. Sergt. Wilke 1is a United
States naval officer, who is returning
home from Manila, after seeing one or
two engagements there. The Victoria,
before leaving port, took aboard 250
tons of dried fish,- which will be put in
her hold previous to the loading of other
cargo. The Yamaguschi Maru’s cargo
was the largest she has ever had on the
inward voyage, and was, too, a very
valuable one, including among other
costly shipments 12 ecars of silk con-
signed to New York. Her freight for
Victoria consisted chiefly of oranges and
rice, the former being of Japanese
growth. :
TRADE WITH ASIA.

Shippers in- the Oriental business say
that there was never an era in which
trade looked better than the one that
has just begun. There are five big
steamship lines, or 15 vessels, now hand-
ling the trade between America and the
Orient, and even now these ships "are
inadequate to the demands upon them.
This was well illustrated a few days
ago, when a big shipper in Portland of-
fered to pay the highest carrying rates,
‘with a premium of $1,000, for the trans-
portation to Japan and China of a quan-
tity of flour. The Nippon Yusen Kaisha
line was one of those to whom the offer
had been made, and they regretted hav-
ing to decline. Local agent Rogers says
his -company’s steamers cannot nearly
meet the requirements of trade, and he
is continually rejecting freight in conse-
quence. His company has for some
time been endeavoring to charter at least
two more vessels, and thus increase their.
fleet to five, but so far the effort has
been fruitless, tonnage being scarce on
the Asiatic coast, and still more scarce
on this coast. There is probably no
place in the world where there is such
a demand for tonnage as there is on the
Pacific. The business now done with
the ‘Orient is principally that which in-
volves the carrying of outward cargoes,
so that tramp ships in Asiatic waters do
not find it profitable to cross the Pacific
Awice for the one load, the rates of all
competing steamship liies being now uni-
form. Speaking alone for the Nippon
Yusen Kaisha ships, not a steamer has
left port for several weeks but has had
a business man aboard who was going
to the Orient to extend trade. Among
the latest to leave on this mission are
President Moritz Thompson of the Cen-
tennial mills, just across the line, and

J. Stimmel, who is better known
when mentioned in connection with the
Le Roi mine, in which he had an inter-
est.a few years ago. These gentlemen
are going to make a tour of China and
Japan, and will go as far as Manila.

THE NINGCHOW’'S VOYAGE.

A Japanese exchange referring to the
rough' voyage of the British steamship
Ningchow says “the Ningchow left Port-
land, Oregon; on 12th Nomember, experi-
enced strong gales for e first fifteen
days, washing away boats, smashing
bulwarks and hatches and all steam
pipes on .deck. The weather being so
bad, she put into Duteh harbor for coal;
from thence to port strong northwesterly
to westerly winds with very heavy sea,
arriving at Yokohama on December 13.

SRR B S O
WEEK OF PRAYER.

Programme for Next Week’s Services in
Metropolitan Methodist Church.

The attention of the public is called to
the programme for the week of prayer
as arranged by the Ministerial Assotia-
tion. The meetings will be held in the
Metropolitan Methodist church as fol-
lows:

Tuesday, January 38.—Subject: “Phe
Church Universal.”” Speakers: Revs. R.
‘W. Trotter, B.A., and J. C. Forster; chair-
man, Mr. Thornton Fell.

Wednesday.—Subject: ‘““Nations and Their
Rulers.” Speakers: Revs. W. L. Clay,
B.A, and Dr.. J. D Wilson; chairman,
Mr. Wm. Marchant. o

Thursday.—Subjeet: . “Foreign Missions.
Speakers: Revs. P. C. L. Harris, B.A.,
and J. P. Hicks; chairman, Mr. F. H.
Laundy. - =

Friday.—Subject: ‘‘Home Missions.
Speakers: Revs. A. B. Winchester, B.A.,
and W. H. Barraclough, B. A.; chairman,
Mr. Walter Morris.

In addition to the above, it has also been
arranged for the convenience of the people
of Victoria West, to hold two meetings in
that part of the city, namely, on Tuesday
evening in Victoria West Methodist church,
when Revs. Dr. Campbell and D. MacRae
will give addresses. and D. Fraser will
preside; and on Thursday evening in St.
Paul's  Presbyterian church. where the
speakers will be Revs. J. C. Speer and J.
D. P. Knox; and the chairman, Mr. C.
Gladding.

The subjects appointed for the several
meetings are those suggested by the Evan-
gelical Alliance.

SIS S G

¥ing Bnmbert of Italv holds the rec-
ord as a hunter of chamois. Dnring a re-
cent expedition in the Valley of Ameris.
near Cuneo, the roval party killed 70 of
these animals in one day. of which 51
fell to King Humbert’s rifle. The old
mountaineers declare that this record has
heen anproached but once before, when
Victor Emmanuel Killed 40 chamois in the
same reglon.

SIFTONISM IN YUKON.

Best Hydraﬁlic Locations Available as
Gifts for Friends.

From thé Montreal Gazette.

The regulations for hydraulic mining in
the Yukon, which were agreed to on De-
cember 3rd, and of which we published a
summary at that time, appear in the last
number of the Canada Gazette. We have
waited for the official version before mak-
ing any comment on Mr. Sifton’s latest
effort at thé administration of the Yukon
territory. After the intense dissatisfaction
caused by the placer mining regulations,
and the scandals about the dredging
leases, it was to be expected that at his
third attempt Mr. Sifton would have done
better. It is generally acknowledged that
in hydraulic mining lies the real hope of
the development of the Yukon, and the
regulations have been awaited with great
eagerness by the parties interested. Dur-
ing the last session of parliament it was
well known that a great deal of hole and
corner work was going on with reference
to hydraulic mining permits. Few of the
applicants had been on the ground or had
&#ny intention of doing any work. All they
wanted was prescriptive rights on paper
which they could sell to people who did
want to work; and it was reported then
that the friends of the government would
have the best chance. This being the posi-
tion of affairs, i1t is curious to see how Mr.
Sifton proposes to deal with it. Here Is
the section of ‘the order-in-council:

‘“To any person who has prior to the
date hereof filed\an application in the De-
partment of the Imterior at Ottawa, or in
the office of the Commissioner of the Yu-
kon territory, or in the office of the Gold
Commissioner, for a mining location in the
Yukon territory not provided for by the
m'ning regulationse now in force, the Min-
icter of the Interior may issue a lease sub-
jeet to the same conditions as to size and
otherwise, and conferring the same .rights
as a lease issued under these regulations
for a location acquired at pnblic compe-
tition; provided that the commissioner has
reported that it has been proved to his
satisfaction that the applicant himself or
a person acting for him was upon and ac-
tnally prospected prior to the date hereof
the ground included in the loeation, and,
provided further, that the Gold Commis-
sioner has reported that the ground in-
cluded in the location is not being worked
and is not suitable to be worked under
the regulations governing placer mining,
‘ut under this section no person shall be
given a lease for more than one location.”
It will be seen that the section is worded
in the vaguest terms and leaves every-
Lking to the discretion of the Minister of
the Interior. The only safeguard is that
it must be proved to the satisfaction of the
Gold Commissioner that the applicant him-
self or a person acting for him was upon
and actually prospected the ground applied
for. If this were interpreted with great
strictness, it might be some protection for
the public interests; but it Is to be feared
that it will not be difficult for an applicant
to discover ‘‘a person acting for him.”
who has actually been upon the ground.
Bven if full proof is enacted in in every
case, it will be no safeguard against pol-
itical favoritism. Where a genuine pros-
pector has to fight a claim against some
one with a political pull, it is easy. to see
who will get the advantage. It is astonish-
iag that Mr. Sifton should lay himself
open to such temptation. There was no
reason why all the locations should not
bhave been thrown open to public compe-
tition, and those. who have special knowl-
edge of the district could have used it
to their advantage in bidding. To give the
claims without payment according to the
personal inclination of the minister opens
the door for jobbery. It is evident that
the best claims all have been applied for.
some of them two, three and even six
times over, and it is these that Mr. Sifton
proposes to distribute according to his own
judgment. The safezuard of public com-
retition will be apnlied only—+o the claims
which nobody wants. It is not a business-
like arrangement, and it is not creditable
to the man who devised it and made him-
self the judge and distributer of favors
which the party heelers are known to be
bankering after.

S S SR
' SPANISH PRIEST ON AGUINALDO

‘‘Aguinaldo is very brave when he fights
priests and unarmed peasants, but I don’t
think he Will provoke an encounter with
American troops.

‘“This _Aguinaldo was once a servant of
mine. He is a smart fellow, with plenty
of assurance, but no education. He had
a -mother whom I remember, but he never
knew who his father was. I don’t think
ke has any following among the natives.
He was put forward by. foreigners, who,
under cover of his name, wanted to pro-
cure from the Américan commanders trade
privileges and monopolies, In Aguinaldo’s
name, these foreigners issued proclama-
tions.. claiming that the insurgents had
established a government which had been
acknowledged by the American army and
navy. These lies were intended for the
censumption of Filipinos. 7

“I lived in the Philippines for thirty-
feven years, and have presided over a
dozen parishes. Much of my time I snent
in Manila. I know the Filipinos well.
There are some good people among them,
men of wealth and education. But the
masses are hopelessly ignorant and quite
fncapable of self-goverrment. The mo-
ment two natives are clothed with some
semblance of authority thev quarrel with
cach other. If any attempt is made to
establish self-govefnment bhv the natives,
it will end in bloody war.”’Correspondence
in Collier's Weekly.

s

DEVIL WORSHIP,

In Spain, Germany, France. Italy, as well
as in the northern ¢ountries which have em-
braced the Reformation, devil worship was
believed to be practiced, orgies celebrated,
malevolent tricks of revenge perpetrated by
the votaries of the evil one on their neigh-
bors. If a child was seized with epileptic
fits or if a cow or a pig died suddenly, if
a toad were found under the bed or a eat
jumped in at the window, of a cross-grained
old woman cursed a rude, ill-mannered
brat, and the child afterward suffered with
any complaint, the witcheraft which must
undoubtedly be at the bottom of such
cecurrences called for immediate investi-
gation. Nor was it long before a vietim
was forthcoming. Denial was of no avail.
The longer such denial was persisted in.
the longer were the tortures inflicted. The
accused was urged to confess to the usual
charges, and encouraged to accuse others,
in turn to suffer the same fate. And so the
horrible business spread, until, like a prairie
fire, it burned itself out for a time, only to
start again from some fresh sparks of sus-
picion. The crime itself was held by all
to be so enormous that no punishment
could be too great for it.

In 1618, when one Margaret Barclay, a
suilor’s wife, of Irvine, was accused of
causing the loss of a ship cause it had
foundered after a quarrel she had had with
her brother-in-daw, the owner, (“damnum
mimatum et malum secutum’” was the
usual legal mixim for such occurrences,)
“My Lord of Eglintoune.” for justices.
and four ministers obtained a confession of
the crime bv a mode of torture “most safe
and gentle,” viz., “but putting of her two
bare legs in a pair of stocks, and there-
after by onlaying of certain iron gauds
(bars) one by one.” The poor creature
Screamed out. “Tak off! tak off! and befoir
God T will show you the whole form!” At
the stake she earnestly entreated that one
Isobel Crawford. whom she had falsely
iccused, might be let go. Bnut poor Isobel,
in her turn. gave way under the same
tortures.—Cornhill Magazine.

PROGRESS OF THE WEST.

Statistics Show That Year Just Clos-
ing Has Been Remarkable One,

Winnipeg. Dec. 30.—(Special)—In a
lengthy review of the year. depicting the
remarkable progress of the West the
Free Press will present the following
figures: Main street pronerty was sold
during the year 1898 for $350.000. Can-
adian Pacific land department sales for
the year were 351,779.17 acres, for
which $1,133,993.53 was realized. Can-
adian Northwest Land Company sales
were 82,067 acres. for $371.010.71. The
new directory will estimate that Winni-
peg’s ponulation is nearing the 50,000
mark. Thirty millien feet of lumber was
imported into Manitoba from the United
Statés during the year. In 1898 2:)._787
immigrants arrived at Winnipeg against
10,864 in 1897. Homestead entries for

the year numbered 4,701 as compared
with 2,383 in 1897.

HYPNOTISM.

Sir:—~I am surprised that no one of
your correspondents has noticed the as-
tounding statement of Mr. McEwen’s
that the hand of a hypnotized person
could be exposed to fire without injury.
This is simply nonsense. Loss of sensi-
bility from whatever cause leaves the
tissues just as combustable as before.
Many of the martyrs burned at the stake
were self-hypnotized to the extent of loss
of sensibility by excess of religious fer-
vor or “fanaticism.” A person seized by
a tiger or other wild animal is often and
usually hypnotized to loss of sensibility ;
to pain. This shock to the nervous sys-
tem is conveyed to the nerve ganglia in

FIRE AT WELLINGTON

The I-land Railway Terminal
Threatened With Destrue-

tion Yesterday.

Good Work by Volunteers Saves
the Town—Three Buildings
Desctroyed.

The little city of Wellington has had
its end-of-the-year fire, which like ‘its
forerunner in this city on Friday morn-
ing, threatened to develop into a formid-
able conflagration, but was fortunately
checked after having consumed the build-

the brain through the optic nerve, except |
in case of blindness, and according to,
“Heidenham,” who has very strong.
grounds for this conclusion, acts by in-|
ducing inhibition of the action of the
ganglionic cell in the cortex cerebri (gray
portion of the brain). A Parisian experi-
menter uses revolving dis-reflecting mir-
rors for inducing hypnosis. Not only is
the induction of the hypnotic state, if
repeated, especially injurious to the sub-
ject, but especially so to the operator
who does this frequently. There is a loss
of nervous power which tends to unbal-
ance the mind. Hypnosis should not be
produced except under medical supervis-
ion. Its use to the medical profession
is not now considered to be so valuable
as thought at one time.
MEDICUS.

o

ECONOMIES IN COWICHAN.

Sir,—You and others will, T know, be
interested to learn of the growing popu-
larity in this section of the province of
our new Attorney-General. The class
with whom he i& gaining considerably in
favor js that of the drunken Siwash.
Whilst the recent government was - in
nower, orders were, I believe, issuned to
the police constables in 'this district to
patrol frequently places where Siwashes
were likely to be found intoxicated. Ar-
rests were constantly made in the per-
formance of this duty, and the uncer-
tainty as to when a constable might ap-
pear on the scene acted as a consider-
able check on the Siwashes. Now things
are altered. The order has gone forth:
“ No patrolling.” The pay of the police
constables for the keep of the horses
which enabled them to move around
quickly, has been docked. Drunkenness
has been all too frequent in certain sec-
tions of this district amongst the Si-
wishes. Now we look for a consider-

able increase.
RESIDENT.

AUSTRALIAN BUDGET.

A Ghastly Discovery Made in a Shaft
in Western Australia.

By the arrival of the Warrimoo last even-
ing particulars of a gruesome dis-
covery at Mount Magnet, Western Aus-
tralia, were received, whieh point to
the perpetration of brutal murder. The
manager of the Rose Pearl mine found
portions of a dead body at the bottom of
the shaft. On an examination of an ad-
jacent shaft, induced by the fact that the
hodv had evidently been cut up and hid-
den in various places, resulted in the dis-
covery of other portions. As all portions
of the body had not yet been found, the
search was still in progress when the War-
rimoo sailed.

The deposits in the Queensland Govern-
ment Savings Bank show an increase for
November, as compared with the previous
month, of £31,000.

The amount of land selected as grazing
farms this year totals 2,572,000 acres.

The total quantity of sugar exported
from Queensland since June 1 to date Is
93,487 tons.

A deputation of the Northern and Cen-
tral districts’ members of parliament of
Queensland waited upon the governor for
the purpose. of presenting a memorial ad-
dressed to the secretary of state for the
ccionies on the subject of Central and
Necithern separation.” The memorial was
signed by 21 members of parliament.

From different parts of Rylstone a new
nest to sheep-owners, the iguana, has been
doing much damage in the shape of killing
voung lambs. In times past, although the
fgnana abounds in this district. it has not
bheen looked upon as a pest other than as
an invader of the fowl-houses. but now a
more serious charge can’ be laid at its door.
Before the killing of opnssums was taken
up as a means of livellhood by country
neople, the iguana, which lives upon the
former animal,” had plenty of ford. but
now that the number of opossums has
been greatly reduced. the reptile has been
foreed to look elsewhere for his living., and
bas turned his epicurean taste to the ten-
der lamb. Even very young igunanas will
viciously attack lamhs, and pastoralists
have thus a new scourge to engage their
attention.

Reports still come to hand of the terribl~
state of the Narrabbi, thousands of sheepn
and cattle are lying dead in the Namoi
river, which is lower now. than it has ever
been. Teams are leaving daily with feed of
every description for stock. During a re-
cent duststorm severa! hundred sheen
wera bnried alive at Millie. In one place
sand was banked up against a fence to a
height of 4 feet..

Bick Headache and relieve all the troubles incl
dent to a bilious state of the system, such as
Dizzin«gs, Nausea, Drowsiness, Distrees after
eating, Pain in the Side, &c. While their most
remarkable success has been shown in curing

SICK

fleadache, yet Carter’s Little Liver Pills are
equally valuablein Constipation, curingand pre-
venting thissunoying camplaint, while they also
correctall disorders of thestomach,stimuiate the
liver and regulate thebowels, Even if tney valy

— HEAD

Achethey wonld bealmostpriceless to those wha
suilcr srom tuis distressing complaint; butfortu-
Dately theirgoodnessdoes notend here,and those
®hoorpcetry them will find these little pills valu-
arle in so many ways thas they will not be wik
Ung todo withoutthem. But after allsick head

ACHE

i the bane of 80 many lives that %32 1s
Womake our grees boast. Our pillacureitwiits
dtcers do not,

Carter's Little Liver Pills are very small and
gery easy to m!ig mo i‘lih mlgka‘:‘g‘m&.
Fkey ure strictiy and 9 no
purges, but by their gentle action please 23l who
ase them. 1nvialsat 25cents; fivefor $i. Sold
4y @ruggista everywhere, or sent by

CARTER MEDICINE CO., New Yori

ing in which it originated with two oth-
ers adjoining. The loss will in all prob-
ability not exceed a few thousands, but
for all that the destruction of the entire
town was never S0 nearly upon it.

It was about 11:30 yesterday morning
that the fire started, through a defective
stovepipe in Lee’s one-story butcher

shop at the extreme end of the main
street, upon which a strong wind was
blowing. Torr's candy snop, another
small frame structure adjoining the meat
market, next fed the flames, and the two-
story block owned by J. H. Pleace of
Nanaimo and occupied by the temperance
societies of the town and the “Good
Intent” public reading room, went out
next.

Between this latter building and the
next business premises on the same side
of the street, there is a vacant space of
perhaps fifty feet—and to this the sal-
vation of the heart of the town may
be aseribed. The volunteer bucket bri-
gade realized that their efforts would be
best applied in an endeavor to prevent
the fire spreading across this open space
to the establishment of S. Leiser & Co.,
beyond which ‘there is an unbroken suc.
cession of business houses for which no
hope could be entertained once the fire
obtained control of the situation.

To save the Leiser building the buckets
were therefore kept busy, some among
the volunteers—notably Messrs. Purdy
and MacPherson—working on the lad-
ders in heat so intense that the paint
blistered and fell from the walls against
which they labored. Their work had its
reward, however, and when all further
danger was past, by 1:30 or thereabouts,
the ruins of but three buildings appeared
where the entire business section might
very easily have laid in ashes.

The Masters’ dry goods store and
Wren’s boarding house, across the way
from the fire, had a narrow escape it is
true, but suffered only in a loss of paint
that melted under the heat.

The Wellington fire also has its value
as an object lesson, the town having too
long neglected the perfection of its fire-
fighting facilities. A modern Waterous
engine has now been ordered, and passed
through Winnipeg about two weeks ago.
It is by this time in Vancouver, and will
be got in service as soon as possible, the
department being at the same time re-
organized.

The destruction of the entire town
being threatened yesterday, a call for
help was sent to Nanaimo, and the steam
engine from the Coal City was hurried
over the six miles of wretched road in-
tervening in something les§ than an
hour, a four-horse team being put
through under the whip. The crisis was
happily past before the relief arrived, but
the energy of the Nahaimo brigade is
none the less appreciated.
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LEPROSY IN OHIO.

Two Sisters Dying in a Cottage in New
Lexington—A Well-Guarded
Secret.

Columbus, O., Dec.r 25.—Hattie Gary, 22
years old, and her little sister, -Hannah,
12 years old, are slowly dying of leprosy
in their mother's cottage in New Lexing-
ton. For a dozen or more years the fond
mother has Kkept secret the fearful and
incurable affliction of her daughters.
Straitened circumstances and the ravaging
progress made by the disease in its slow
but sure destruction of the elder girl forced
Mrs. Gary to tell the well-guarded
secret to the Perry County authorities and
to ask that her daughters be admitted to
the county infirmary. This, of course, will
not be done. Instead, a cabin will be
built by the county in a remote part of
the Perry County hills, where the girl
lepers will be isolated. 'The faithful mother
will go with her children and share.their
imprisonment, never leaving them save to
get the food, coal and clothing which the
county authorities will furnish them. This
will‘be Ohio’s leper setlement, its ‘‘Mola-
kai.’

Dr. Charles C. Probst, secretary of the
state board of health, has just investigat-
ed these cases. He. found the girls to
be genuine lepers. Hattie, the elder, has
the disease in an advanced stage. Her
right hand has been eaten away bone hy
bone and joint by joint, until now nothing
is left of it. Her toes also have begun to
disappear. Other physicians had examined
the Gary girls before, and there is no
doubt of the nature of the disease. Mrs.
Gary is a soldier's widow. The leprosy
in the children is hereditary, for the father
had it before the birth of his daughters.
He contracted it in the south while a sol-
dier in the civil war.

The disease did not manifest itself at
first. Not till after the father's death,
when Hattie was about 11 years, did the
bright red spot appear on the child’s hands,
toes, elbows and knees, the brilliant crimson
trade-mark of leprosy, which an expert
would have recognized. But Mrs. Gary
did not, naturally, nor did anybody in
the village of New Lexington, where Hattie
played and went to school with other child-
ren. Not until long after the red marks
had become white, scaldy patches did the
mother suspect what the trouble was. Then
she secreted Hattie, and later little Han-
nah also developed the same symptims,
aud she, too, was kept a close prisoner
at the Gary cottage. With the utmost
care the mother hid the children from
suspicious eyes and concealed the disease
from the public. For the last few years
the girls have -not left the house, except
at rare intervals, and usually then under
cover of the darkness.

What excuses the mother gave to the
neighbors for the confinement of her daugh-
ters are not known, but Mrs. Gary had to
struggle to make a triple living. Dr. Probst
does not know if she had a pension or not.
Finally when she could contend against
the straitened circumstances no longer
she told her story to the country autho-ities.
Then came doubts of the disease really be-
ing leprosy, but experts were summoned
and it was only too true. Then the case
was reported to the state board of health
The Perry County authorities have decid-
ed the only thing to do is to isolate the
three. mother and two daughters, outside
the town limits.

ueen. Victoria’s favorite perfume is
lneender water. Her Majesty has an in-
iense dislike for all other scents. The
Prince of Wales is also addicted to laven-
der water, but the Princess prefers eau-de-
enlogne.

AN EXPENSIVE LUXURY.

New York. Dec. 30.—Frank G. Gonla
voungest son of the late Javr Gonld
bought a seat on the New Vorlk gtaolk
oxchange yesterday for S30.,009. the
highest vrice paid for a seat on the ev-

bl Pl Smol Do Soa Prim

change in many years. All his brothers
are members ‘of the exchange.

THE SLEEPING GIANT.

Will China Awake From the Somnolence
of Centuries to Resume Her
Place Among Nations?

D. W. Stevens in St. Louis Globe-Democrat.

Only yesterday the news came that
China, the sleeping giant of the East, had
at last aroused herself, and was shaking off
the shackling superstitions of centuries.
Hardly had the news been published when,
by one of those intrigues which appear in
these modern days like a page from the
“Arabian Nights,”” the hapless young Em-
peror was dethroued, all his well-meant
efforts at reform were scattered to the
winds, and that remarkable woman, the
Dowager Empress, was again in control.
No one can question the gravity of the
crisis which this event has created. It
is of especial consequence to countries like
the United States and Japan, whose great
interests in China may at any moment
be imperilled.

Yet, nothwithstanding this erisis, which
seems so ilike the beginning of the end,
there are optimists who belleve that China
will escape from this ordeal, as she has
from others, practically unharmed. There
is a power of passive resistance in this
‘Behemoth of nations, they argue, which
offsets its unwieldiness and the apparent
luck of the faculty of coherent action be-
tween its various parts. China before, this
has been in peril of dismemberment from
without and of disruption from within,
but at the critical moment the danger has
been averted and no irreparable damage
has been inflicted.

In the talk of China’s dismemberment or
partition, no account appears to be taken
of any possible action on the part of the
Chinese people themselves. It seems to be
the general understanding that foreign con-
trol will be substituted for Chinese rule,
and that the people will remain quiescent,
offering no objection or resistance. An em.
pire with a population of over 400,000,000
inhabitants; with a territory covering sev-
eral million square miles, comprising pro-
ductive alluvial plains, traversed by great
waterways, fertile valleys, and mountains
and hills rich in minerals, it is apparently
thought. will be yielded up without a mur-
mur. The idea is preposterous. To gain even
a reasonably complete control of any one
of China’s great productive provinces, to
make it foreign territory in fact as well as
in name, lines of railway must be built
costly military and civil establishments
must be maintained; in a word, many
tLings must be done which can not be
speedily completed. In the meantime armed
resistance muy be expected, and .with it
chaos, so far as the people of the coveted
regions are concerned.

Of course we know that strange things

are done by Christian nations in the name
of commerce, but China is not Africa and
the Chinese are not savage tribes. A for-
eign ruler is reported recently to have said
that the extension of his country’s, com-
merce within China was tantamount to the
spread of the blessings of civilization
among the victims of misrule ‘“‘unique in
the world's history.” That is the good old
way of putting it. The difficulty is that
when commerce is accompanied by Maxim
guns and repeating rifles the blessings of
civilization are apt to appear obscure—to
the ‘“‘victims” at all events.
The Chinese are a peaceful people, disin-
clined to war, but not cowards. In many
of those rich and populous provinces to-
ward which foreign nations ‘are now look-
ing longingly no foreign armed forece has
ever set foot. The people, although they
may not care to enter the military service
of their country, where low pay goes with
a degraded position, are not incapable of
bearing arms efficiently. In many parts
of China there are brave and hardy sol-
diers. The French found it so in Tong-
King, as their loss of 30,000 soldiers shows.
Japan did not find a victory so difficult, but
here was a war against the mandarinate,
who represented and controlled an obsolete
and worthless system. A war of resistance
to the partition of the country would be a
different thing. It might not be successful,
ror even protracted, but it would entail
consequences. which even the most ardent
advocate of the extension of coemmerce by
the acquisition of territory could not view
with ' indifference. Every vestige of law
and order would disappear, and no man’s
I'fe or property would be safe. The secret
socleties, the bane of China, would not be
slow to take .control, and the “braves,” of
whom they are largely composed, would
heold high revel. Even the final restoration
of order, with whatever of profit or of pow-
er it might bring, could not make this over-
ture to the introduction of the “blessings
of civilization” a pleasant memory.

If T may venture the opinion, however,
prophecies regarding the partition of China,
whether immediate or in the remote fn-
tore. must be taken with a certain grain
of allowance. In the first place, how could
such a partition be practically effected?
Who would deliminate the metes and
bounds, and how would mutual jealousies
be reconciled and satisfied? So. alsn. as
regards ‘‘spheres of influence,” except
where the term is used in the broadest
sense. How can such spheres be deter-
mines exactlv in a country like China, and
how can infringement, or the appearance
of infringement, be prevented? The pow-
ers which have obtained a foothold on
Chinese soil will exercise a certain influ-
ence in those immediate neighborhoods. no
doubt. but does that necessarily mean that
all other foreign commerce can be rigidly
exclnded? To buy in the cheapest market
and to sell in the dearest is the sonl and
ecssence of successful trade. Can Chinese
even within the ‘‘spheres of influence’ be
compelled to violate the law? The Chinese,
as I have said before, are a practical people
and good merchants. and it is not likely

.that the artificial restraints of a ‘‘sphere

of influence” would longz snuffice to force
them to do violence to thelr instincts as
traders.

It should not be understood from what
precedes that I intend to belittle either the
importance or the significance of the re-
cent movements of certain European pow-
ers regarding China. To me they appear
as ominous as they doubtless do to others.
My only object, as will appear later on,
is 'not so much to minimize the danger as
to draw attention to certain considerations
which will enable it to be met successfully,
should it ever come.

There is an element of mystery about
Russia’s recent course in China. So far
as we know officially Russia has obtained
no cession of territory. Her officials have
denied the story of a secret treaty, and
maintain that the only object of the Cassini
convention was the grant of a raiiway con-
cession from a certain point on the Amoor
through Manchuria to Vladivostok, con-
necting with Siberian line and shorten-
ing it several hundred miles. This railway
was to be connected with another through
Manchuria to Some seaboard point, pre-
sumably on the Gulf of Pechili. This latter
line was to be under joint Russian and
Chinese control. Subsequently, appm‘(‘yntl_v
as a set-off to Germany’s seizure of Kiao-
Chow, Russia obtained control of Talien-
Wan and Port Arthur. Here a curious ques-
tion arises: Was Russia_aware of Ger-
many’s intention to seize Kiao-Chow before
it occurred? The general belief is that she
was, but on the other hand, it has been
stated on the highest authority that Ger-
mmany’s action was as much of a surprise
to Russia as it was to every one else. The
fact is important, if it is a fact, because
it marks a very definite separation between
interests which the world hitherto supposed
were, if not identical, at any rate, har-
monious.

Another curious circumstance is the fol-
lowing: Only two years after Germany and
Russia, in company with France, had forec-
ed Japan to re-cede the Liao-Tung penin-
sula to China, on the ground that it was
not right for a foreign power to oceupy
territory controlling the approaches to
Pekin and Corea, one of them had Kiao-
Chow and the other Port Arthur, the most
important strategetic points as regards the
control of those approaches. This will
serve very well as the diplomatic version
of the fable of the ox and the bull

The position of Russia in Talien-Wan and
Port Arthur is peculiar. The understand-
ing is that the territory has not been
ceded to her absolutely, but merely the vsu-
fruct for a term of years. That leaves Chi-
nese ownership intact. and, coincidently.
the extra territorial rights which foreign
pations have under their treaties with
China.

To the minds of many intelligent ob-
servers the problem of Russia’s designs
presents the most serious feature of the
present situation in China. Manchuria is
universally conceded to be hers: althongh,
as alreadv pointed ont. it is not actnally
known whether or not she has received the
eoncession of one foot of territorv. Never-
theless the general impression remain< that
she is only biding her time, and that <ha
will ahsorb one strip of Chinese territory

after another, until she has it all. or all
save what she concedes to her ally, France,

on the south, 'and something, possibly, to
her other ally, Germany. forecast is
accurate In one respect, that is, if we can
udge the future by the past, that s to say

n 80 far as it represents Russia’s advances
as probably being slow and gradual. That
has always been her mode of progression
in her acquisition of territory in Asia. She
moves toward her chosen goal deliberately,
not suddenly or violently, abstaining from
arousing animosities among the tribes and
peoples whom she brings under her sway,
and belng careful evén to respect their
foibles and prejudices. It is true that her
territorial acquisitions hitherto have €on-
sisted largely of vast tracts of country

arsely inhabited as a rule, and it may be
that she will change her methods as she
approaches the densely inhabited regions
¢r populous China, buf if the past is any
criterion of the future, no immediate act
of agression on her part toward China is
probable. Or, to put it upon even surer
ground, no effective act of aggression |is
possible just at present, for Russia is not
ready, and can not be prepared to begin
this onward march of absorption, admitting
that she contemplates it, until the Siberian
and the Manchurian railways are completed
fc!gd that will not be for some years to

me.

In the meantime it is only right and just
that we should credit her assurances that
she has no ultimate designs against the in-
tegrity of China in what she has already
done, and no ulterior object beyond the le-
gitimate development of her territories.
Then she, on her part, can have no right
to complain if other nations, having as val-
id an interest as herself in the commercial
and industrial progress of China, do what
they can to safe guard their interests.

Theré is one solution of this question.
which would be as advantageous to China
as it would be to €very power having com-
mercial relations with her, and that would
be ‘thé®opening of the whole embpire, with-
out restrictions and under proper. condi-
tions to foreign trade and residence. There
would be difficulties regarding the system
of consular, or extra territoriql, jurisdie-
tion, but they are not insuperable.” Unfor-
tunately, it is too much, especially since
he recent palaceé revolution at Pekin, to
expect this concession from Chinese con-
Servatism, even though it offers one of the
strongest safegnards which, under present
vlronmstnn_nes, China could possibly obtain.
But, happily, palace revolutions. even in
Chinn. can not continue indefinitely the ob-
stacles to reasonable and sensible progress,
China is coming closer and closer to the
parting of the ways. when the dormant
forces of progress must arouse themselves,
rerhaps through the sense of impending
danger from without the emnvire, perhaps
rr(:m. the hopelesness of existing conditions
}\‘;{;Imrl‘]t'i Thl? ?W'?knnlng mayv be to disaster
£ 1in, but it may
“"’Iﬂ“i““' remetiEs be, let us hope, to

t is hardlv necessary for me to eall at-
tention to the deep concern which all ﬂ;lntt

affects China shoul
Sl o s ould have for the people of

i Hitherto our interest in the
affairs of the far East, especially in fh:)sn
of China., has been but languid at - best.
If during recent vears that interest has
Inereased at all, it has not been, T fear.
because the possible fate of the Chinese
empire seemed a matter of practical con-
cern to us, but rather hecanse the migra-
tory habits of its inhabitants threatened
to create a tronblesome domestic problem
in the. United States. Now, however, all
that is changed. Recent events have
brought home, even to the most thought-
less of us. a vivid realization of the  fant
that wa. in truth, a world power, having
interests on many seas and in many lands
Wwhere goes the commerce that is to maké
U8 even more prosperons than we alreadv
are, but ncwhere greater Interests than in
our ancient neighhor. that vast but help-

less empire across th
ey t. e broad expanse of the
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THE MODERN DAMASCUS.

Fascinatin Streets and Picturesane Ba-
zaars—How Damascene of To-
Day Takes His Pleasure.

From-: London Standard.

Cross-legged, upon a red velvet couch,
the citizen of Damascus smokes his cig-
arette or nargileh, sips his coffee or araki
—a strong drink flavored with aniseed—
and looks dreamily out upon the world. In

the heat of the day his favorite resort is
the shadow of orange or mulberry tree
on the banks of those rivers which Naaman
preferred to ‘‘all the wuters of Israel.” The
rippling Barada is a flute note in the lazy
drone of conversation. When the dark blue
shadows have crept down the mountaing,
the Damascene seeks the crowded street
or square, and his long robes and turban
are added to the bright lines that extend
in front of the cafes. There he sits for
hours without opening his lips except to
draw in the thin acrid smoke of the hub-
ble-bubble. Thus the sober citizen takes
his pleasure. If he is *‘ a young _man about
town,”” he may plunge reeklesst into the
excitement of the cafe chantant, and, stil
with coffee and nargileh before him, listen
to adaptations of western songs and
‘sketches” sung and played by Greeks or
Dalmatians. Women may not share these
public amusements, and not even a pro-
gressive county councillor could find fault
with the performance. It is blamelessly
dull. ' The rich Damascene can order his
entertainment.

Last evening there were many private
2atherings in honor of the emperor. At 10
¢’clock a carriage took us to a house in
the Jewish quarter. Passing through a
warble courtyard, with fountains and or-
ange and citron trees, we came to a mag-
nificent reception room. The lofty walls
were richly inlaid; a fountain danced and
plashed in the middle of the marble floor,
and luxurious carpets and couches were
spread upon the divan. A Turkish soldier
with drawn sword, saluted us at the
door. His presence was a guarantee
against disturbance, for the Moslem resents
these. pleasures in which dancing and sing-
ing girls take part, and is apt to make them
more vexciting than agreeable. Heaven
knows why he should be so sensitive! An
Oriental entertainment is as respectable
and almost as stupid as a suburban draw-
ing room party. The only difference is that
the performers are a little more noisy, that
all the ladies smoke—openly, and that the
dancing girls would shrink from the skirt
dance. Like the Japanese Geishas and
the Indian Nautch dancérs,. they seldom
move their feet from the floor.

We come away at midunight, duly im-
pressed with the dullness and respectability
of a genuine Oriental festivity, and with a
feeling of resentment toward Lord Byron,
the author “Lalla Rookh,” the compiler
of the ‘““‘Arabian Nights,” and those other
historians of the East who had nurtured
cur credulous youth. No, even in Damas-
cus, where nature has laughed and been
radiant for centuries and centuries. the Ori-
ental is a dull person, whose features rarely
relax from their intensé look of dignified
contemplation, There is only one place in
which he appears a natural man, and that
is the bazaar. There, in these long pass-
ages with vaulted roof, life palpitates hot
blooded. Sleek Syrian, hungry Turk, apple-
cheeked Druse, and stealthy Bedouin are
men and women when they come to barter.

The bazaars of Damascus are famous in
the East. Their importance has become less
since the opening of traffic in the Red Sea
and the Persian Gulf, yet their picturesque
interest is still grea. They form a
labyrinth of courts and arcades open to the
sky ‘or under lofty vaulted roof—arecades
long, straight, and broad, with modern
shops; arcades narrow, winding and
ancient, with dark recesses, where figures
in turbans and long robes squat among
merchandise thumbing the Koran or re-
citing prayers. As in western Europe when
trades were guilds, each set of merchants
has®its own quarter, though the tendency
is to remove these landmarks. There is.
for example, the silk bazaar, where, unless
you can haggle over paras, you are likely
to pay dear for embroideries and delicate
tisues of Damascus and Aleppo. The gold-
smith’s bazaar is disappointing. It is a
gloomy court with a beggarly array of
coins and “antigues” in locked cases. The
sound of the hammer leads one to the cop-
persmiths, who make those enormous trays
with which the peasants and Bedouin meas-
ure their mneighbor’s hospitality. Narrow
strips of Persian carpet, Damascus blades
forged at Solingen, crimson leather slin-
pers embroidered with silver thread, gaudy
snddles and bridles catch the eye as one
saunters through arcade after arcade.

But it is the people—not the merchan-
dise—that brings the stranger again and
again to the bazaars. From dawn until an
benr before sunset there surges througch
these dim_ vaults a noisy, bright-colored
stream. Women in white robes or gowns
of amher and black flit like phantoms from
shon to shon. haegling over the orice of
a pieoe of silk, telling out piastres for small
phials of rose oil. for henna with which" to
stnin their nails, or for that black pigment

which is to add to the lustre of their dark
eyes. Children dart hither and thither in

loose gowns of violet and gold and crimson
dand blue. Small Bedouin women with shy,
tattooed faces, and gowns of dark-blue cot.
ton, look wonderingly on at all this wealth,
Sleek Effendis, in turban or fez, mounted
on gorgeously caparisoned horse or ass,
press through the throng; carriages hurry
along with shrill cries of “‘Dahrak,” “Your
back, oh, sir!” ‘“Your back, oh, boy!” Ven-

their brazen cups, and all to the din with
shouts of ‘‘berrid ala kalbak—refresh thy
heart. O, thirsty one!” . Bilious looking
cakes displayed on a large wooden tray
are loudly commended as “‘akel es-snunu’’—
*food for swallows.’’

The Greek trader pounces on the hesi-
tating customer, while his Arab rival puffs
away at his nargileh and reflects that
Allah, the giver sustenance, will' in due
time send him also a purchaser. The bar-
ber lets blood and shaves head or beard, as
he did in the days of Haroun al Raschid,
while the ;lvctgbe at the corner of the street
writes down” with wooden pen the mys-
terious confidences of the veiled lady who
sits on nothing but the side of his desk.
And above all the tumult rises the melan-
choly note of the Muezzin, who, stepping
across the threshold of his mosque and
making a speaking trumpet of his hands,
calls the people to midday prayer.
 When the spectator wearies of these
sights and sounds he may find refuge in
one of the innumerable Turkish baths, and
may realize how much better we do these
tbings in London, or he may drink coffee
in one of the great khans. The babel of
tongues, the cries of itinerant vendors, the
barking of dogs and the laughter of chil-
dren do not penetrate the vast silence of
these earavansaries, on whose massive
walls are written the rise and fall of the
commercial supremacy of Damascus. They
are more Hke cathedrals than warehouses
and inms. A vault-like passage gives access
to the court, which is ufvided into s uares
by lofty arches, from which spring %omes
enriched with arabesques and pierced with
windows. In the centre is a huge foun-
tain, with platform and prayer mat, so
that nothing may be wanting to the pious
traveller. The walls are of alternate
courses of white and/black stone, and a row
of dark reeesses forms a gallery round the
first floor. Here some wholesale business
is done, but ruined arches, time stained
walls, and neglected fountains speak for
decay. Many years have gone by since the
courtyard was packed with the treasures
of Bagdad, and Mecca, and Constantinople,
and Cairo; since the galleries resounded
with the talk of men who had come from
east and west and south and north to the
famous marts of Damascus.

The emperor saw later in the day anothor
cvidence of those changes under which
Damascus ““is waxed feeble,”” and is “taken
from being a great city.” He rode through
the Gate of God past the Moslem cemetery,
to Meidan, where the pilgrim caravan
starts for Meeca. In earller days, before
steamboats called at Jeddah, all pilgrims
from Africa, Persia, Central Asla, and Tur-
key began their journey from Meidan. The
long street that leads to the plain between
rows of quaint houses, shops, and ancient
mosques, depends fo. its prosperity on
these annual gatherings. and its prosperity
Is on the decline. A pious Mussulman of
the old school would no more think of per-
forming the Haj or thigrimage by steam-
boat than a Christian would think of pray-
ing by machinery. He still tramps or
rides from Meidan. But the Mussulman of
the old school, who will have none of these
‘‘infidel” aids to the sanctity of a green
turban, is fast dying out. The Algerian,
the Tunisian, the Persian, and even the
Turk have abandoned Damascus. Hence,
in some measure at any rate the air of
rf){wjerty and decay in the street of the

aj.

It is none the less a most fascinating
street, unlike any within the city bounds.
The houses are flat-roofed squares of white-
washed mud pierced with narrow windows,
through which glance veiled faces. The
shops are many, and the goods displayed
on their shelves are various, but grain
seems to be the principal article of mer-
chandise. There are scores of warehouses,
with ehaps of grain. To-day the heaps
serve as couches, for women and children
crowd every corner and every roof. The
Kurd, in his square cloak of felt, has driven
his sheep into the courtyard; the Bedouin
has halted his solemn procession of camels
to await the coming of the emperor. His
pilgrimage was short but triumphant. The
green flag of the prophet was hung on the
wall of the mosque wuere the camel that
carries the sacred litter is fed. Riding
slowly forward, his majesty reached the
plain, with its ru.ned mosque and mud
hamlet, where for many generations Mos-
lems have assembled for that pilgrimage
which is their baptism of faith. He went
as far as the meeting of the two roads that
stretch like sun-scorched ribbons to the
purple hills—the road to the Hauran, full
of vague mystery of war and wandering,
and the road to Mecca. The emperor is a
mvstic, and loves the sights that quicken
and color imagination. He gazed long and
intently at the path that leads across the
Desert to the Mountain of Light and the
Sacred City—the Pantheon of Moslems.
Doubtless he saw in his mind’s eye the end-
less procession that treads the way to
Mecca, the multitude of the East who en-
dure toil, and hunger, and thirst—even
death--in the hope of looking upon the
black stone which the Angel Gabriel gave
to Abraham.

There i8 no more poetic scene on earth
than Damascus viewed at a distance under
evening light. Twice the emperor rode to
the village of Es-Salahiyeh in order to gaze
upon its splendor and majesty. The spot
on which he stood is sacred to Moslems.
There Abraham was taught the doctrine of
the unity of God, and thither for many
generations have come dreamers to lay
their bones in the shadow of the tomb of
Muhi-ed-Din ibu el-’Arabi, poet and mystic.
At the emperor’'s feet stretched the city—
white walls, studded with gardens and
domes and glittering minarets, encircled
with an emerald belt. Away to the west,
over a barren plain, rose the mountains of
Anti-Lebanon against a solemn space of
blue sky. Their brown summit was bathed
In a sea of crimson light that lost itself
in the rent sides and broke like waves of
blood against rugged peaks. Voleanic
Safa grew black and monstrous, and the
mountains of the Hauran haunted the hgri-
zon like shrouded phantoms. Slowly ‘the
purple shadows crept across the plain until
the sun descended behind a crimson cloud,
and a level line of twilight ran along the
hill-tops. A dark veil was drawn over the
sky, but the city shone below, dome and
minaret rising strange and majestic out of
the shining space. And through the silence
of the night floated the melancholy cry of
the Muezzin—*“Allah is great. I beleve
that there is no God but Allah, and Ma-
homet is the Prophet of Allah. Come to
prayer.”
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SPAIX APPREHENSIVE.

Her Very Existence as a Nation Threat-
ened by Present Course of Events,

London, Dee. 31.—A despatch to the
Standard from Madrid says that much
comment has been caused in political and
diplomatie circles by an interview print-
ed in the Liberal with an un-named min-
ister. This minister declares that abave
all problems of interior policies there is
3 question of extraordinary gravity af-
feeting the very existence of Spain which
preoccupies so deeply all Spanish states-
men that it should suffice to unite them
in order to avert a catastrophe, He adds
oracularly: “It is impossihle to speak
more clearly. I will only say that the
pre-occupation includes fears of dppre-
hended events that might some day give
a pretext for the course England is pur-
suing with effrontery.”

RS el E
MANITOBA AND NORTHWEST.

Private Banker’s Sudden Death—Narrow
Escape From Suffocation.

Winnipeg, Dec. 31.—(Special)—R. §.
Alexander, a private banker and post-
master of Treherne, Man., slipped from
a caboose while entering Winnipeg last
vening, and his feet were crushed. No
further serious results were expected,
but Alexander died suddenly this morn-
ing after the amputation of several toes.
The deceased was aged 37 dnd was a
native of Truro, N. 8.

A family named Blackall last night
had a very narrow escape from being
suffocated by escaping gas from a cos_tl
stove. They were unconscious this
morning, but will recover.

Nicholas Burke, of Burke Bros., died

this morning from pneumonia after a.
short illness, aged 49 years.
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