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THE. CRISIS IN QUEBEC.

The crisis in Quebec will, no doubt, be
the cause of much excitement -not only in
Quebec, but in all the other provinces.
The question of the competency of the
Lieut.-Governor of 2 province to dismiss a
ministry which is supported by a majority
in the Legislature will be warmly discussed.
There will, most likely, be a difference of
opinion as to whether it would not be the
constitutional way for the Governor to have
waited until the decision of the representa- ]
tives of the people had been given on the
conduct of the ministers in the Baie des
Chaleurs, and other cases. There will cer-
tainly be many who will maintain that the
right of judgment, in the first instance, lay
with the representatives of the people, and
then, if the Governor was uot satisfied with
their decision, he could, constitutionally,
appeal from them to the people from whom
they derived their authority. This, it ap-
pears to us, would have been the more con-
stitutionsl, as well as the more politic
course. Allowing that Governor Angess is,
in the abstract, right—as we believe he is—
in dismiesing ministers whom he believes to
be corrupt, would it mnot have been
more prudent in  him not ,to have
given them am excus¢ ' to ' .re-
present him as having acted arbitrarily and
unconstitutionally in - dismissing ' them be-
fore the Legislative Assembly had ‘been  al-

owed the opportunity of giving its - verdiet?

“From our last night’s special :telegram
from Ottawa we conclude that. the  party
which approves of the course taken by jthe
Lieutenans-Governor hopes, or expects, that
by the formation of a coalition Government
an appeal to the people, just at present,
will be avoided. Of course, those who are
on the spot are the best judges, but it seems
%o us-that it will be very difficult indeed to
form a coalition Government in Quebec that
will stand any chance of living through even
one session.

Mr. Mercier is a most, astute politician.
He perhaps understands the people of his
mative province bester than any man living.’
He knows how to appeal to them so as to
enlist their prejudices and their feelings on
his side. It was scen what use he made of
the Riel question. - He then contrived ta
make the French Canadians believé that
when the Dominion Government allowed
Riel to be executed a slight was put upon
their race, and that their religion was cou-
semned. Unfortunately, the course taken
by some Onturio politicians and some On-
tario newspapers, since then, has been such
a8 to keep alive among the French Cana-
dians the belief that their religion is bated
and their race despised by the people of
Ontario, and that an effort is being made to

.do them a great injustice. The power of

misrepresentation of the Mercier faction is|
simply immense, and ‘it is well knovl\’ i

that they have no scruplesy in
it. They speak the language of “the
people, and they know how to work mupon

is very evident that the American citizen of

toadvance the interests--or avenge the in-
juries of the British trader. ¢

This is amusing, particularly when we re-
flect upon the faet that this denunciation is
uttered in the language of the ‘‘tradesman’
whom it condemns, and ‘that it was, in all
probability, penned by a, not by any meauns,
remote descegglant of this detestable ‘* Brit-
ish trader,” with “‘raucous voice,” *‘‘smug
and mottled visage” and ‘‘stable-boy man-
ners.” The chances, too, are that, like
very many of his fellow-citizens, he has in-
herited more of the faults and defects of
his ancestor than he has of his powers and
his virtnes.

We are surprised that an intelligent man,
as the editor of the American newspaper
must be, does not see that, in abusing the
British tradesman, he is in a sense traduc-
ing himself and his fellow-countrymen. It

to-day has to be thankful that the republic
of which he is so proud was founded and
maintained, and - strengthened and em-
larged, and  emriched © by  British
tradesmen and their kindred of other
prufessions, . The British tradesman is the
leaven that has leavened the whole lump of
American  citizenship: Ho has dot only
given the United States his language, but
he has handed-down to its people their free
institutions, their int\elligent love of liberty
and - their capacity ‘for self-governmeént.
Why is it that the Republic of the United
States of North America is not like the re-
public of Mexico, the republics of Central
Auierica, and the republics of South Amer-
ica? Simply becauseit was establisbed by
¢*British tradesmen” and their descendants,
and because the influence of..the British
tradesman has beea the predominant one in
it since the day of its establisnment.
It does not say much for the intelligence
and capacity of men whose very names show
that they belong to the same race as the Brit-
ish tradesman, and who ought to know what
he has done in hisiown and other countries,
'to exhaust their vocabulary of injurious epi-
thets upon - the *‘British tradesman.” They
should have more knowledge and more
sense than to traduce and disparage them-"
selves in such an outrageous manner. = |
With regard to the disagreement with
Chili, the United States Government has
no one to blame but itself for that unplesant-
ness.  The British trader did not send that
accomplished diplomatist, Patrick Egan, to
Chili, néither had he anything to do -with
the seizare, detention and subsequent cap-
ture of the Itata. It was not at the insti-
gation of the British trader that Admiral
Brown played the spy on the patriot army,
that was fighting for the recovery of the
constitutional liberty which Egan’s friend
and fellow-speculator, Balmaceda, = had
stolen from Chilians. If any nation had
treated the Uttited States, under similarci

‘Here we have the elements of a:very pretty
‘quarrel. It is to be hoped ‘thut’the Gov
ernor uhd the House will come to sn under-
standing on the subject, and that the-public
affairs.of that important. part of the Do.
minion will be conducted not. only well but
harmoniously. The Governor in his speech
congratulutes the Assembly on the pros-
peritygof the Territories. From what we
henr, the congratulations were a good deal

has done well, and its prospects appear to
be bright.

B —

CHRISTMAS. ROSES.

The following is the first parafgraph in the
issue of the Canadian Gazette of December 3.°
The Hon, John Robson, British Colum-

Legislature approves of ifs personnel of uof. |

better than empty formality. - The country |

. THE MAYORALTY.:

The question How most frequently. asked’
in this city is: Who'is . to be Mayor next
year? This question is.a very important
one and' requires to be well coosidered.
Before it is answered definitively,the electors
should enquire—What will the next Mayor
bave to do? and when that is well -under-
stood, it may then be asked : Where is the
man fit to do it? B

It does not require a:very intimate know-
ledge of the city’s affuirs to see that the
next Mayor and City Courtcil will have a
great deal of work to do, and that the
future welfare of the city will, in a great
measure, depend upon the way in which
that work is done.’

The machinery of the government of the
git.y, to a very great extent, needs -reorgan-

bia’s Premier, was pl

ince, in picking strawberries—large and
lucious fruit—in his garden in Victoria.
How well this rends when, Londoners are
gasping for breath in damp November mists
and fogs 1 -

To-day, on the 18th of December, a week
only before Christmas, Victorians are send-
ing to their friends in the East sprigs of
holly,  roses, and.chrysanthemums, taken
from their grounds andgardens. They could|
algo send daisies, violets, auriculas, andother
hardy flowers, Althongh the weathér hag
been, for the last two or three weeks, un-
commonly inclement for Victoria, there are
still seen in many of the gardens in thecity
and suburbs, flowering plants. The ground
is not frozen, and the grass is greener than
it was in August. The weather foo, just
now, is milder than the October weather'of
Easvern Canada.
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THE PREROGATIVE.

All who know anything - about: the
Cuna 'ian Constitution must admit that Mr.
Bourinot is right when he! says that
Governor Angers has the power to dismiss
his ‘Ministers without asking any one’s
advice. All intelligent persons know, too,
that the head of a Government, under - the
 British Constitution, possesses. important
prerogatives theoretically, which he does
not deem it wise to exercise in these days.
The pawer of the veto is one of these, and
the power of ‘dismissing ‘ministers without
reference to the will or the action of Parlia-
ment is another. Theoretically, the
Sovereign of Great Britain has the power to
refuse his or her ssnction to ‘any law which
Parliament may pass; but, practically, in
these days the power is never exercised.
Theoretically, the Queen can call upon
any one to be her .adviser, and can, when
she'pleases, summarily dismiss him;' but,
practically, it is Parliamens that bas the
choosing of the Sovereigu’s advisers, and it
is Parliament that decides how long they

cumgtgn'oel, as the United Sta.kas had tréat-
ed Chili, it- would never be forgiven by
Uttited States citizens. 7

GOOD ADVICE.

i b :
~ The Canadian Gazette is evidently of
opinion that gentle-treatment ‘will have a
better effect on Newfoundland than harsh

their predilections and their weak It
would be difficult to over-estimate 'their in-
fluence over the people when their race
jealousy and their religious distrust are
awakened. Anyone who intelligently ob-
served the nature and the extent of the Riel
agitation will not place much faith in the
' #coolness and calmness of French Canadians.
They are an exceedingly excitable people,
and when their feelings are aronsed they
are not by any mesns disposed to listen fo
reason. Mr. Mercier and his lieutenants
know this well, and we are much mistaken
if, as soon as they find themselves out of
office, they do not exert themselves to
make it impossible for any Ministry that
Governor Angers may be able to getto-
. gether, to carry on the Government.

If an appeal 18 made t> the people now,

“it is very hard indeed to tell what may be

+the result. If Mercier can only contince

* the penple that he is being made & martyr

~of b he is a French and a Catholic
—that he is the victim of the ¢ Orangistes”
-and the “ bigots "’ of Ontario—he will be re-
turned with a larger majority than ever,
no matter how corrupt he and his colleagues
may have been. This we have no donbt he.
will attempt to do. - Will he succeed in
working up  the excitement high enough,
and spreading it widely enough to accom-
plish his purpose ? {

It is evident that Governor Apgers has
made a bo!d move, and risked s great deal.
It is just possible chat the very boldness of
his measures will go far to_ secure success.
Will he be energetically and courageously
backed up by the lovers of honest govern-
ment in" the province of Quebec?, Every-
thing depends upon the anwer given to
that question. L
3 B
BARKING UP THE WRONG TREE.

"The Oregonian expatiating on the diffi-
~culty between the, United States and Chili
is scathingly severe on the British trades-
man. This is how it deniolishes the unfor-
tunate and incoanvenient Britisher : —

“ The British tradesman is a pervading
force. His rancous voice is to bie heard, his
smug snd mottled visage seen and his
stable-loy manners felt all over the world.
He is becoming as universal as his softer-
apoken s-metic counterpart and rival in the
science of barter. From Gilraltur aroupd
the globe back to Scuz, he is to be found in
all lands and c'imes, bartering, colonizing,
protecting, meddling, improving and extir-
pating. 1'he lowest races he ‘lestroys, those
a step hicher he euslaves, those capable of
self-government he flutters and bullies,
coaxes and frizhtens, intregues and coerces
into commercial arrangements for his en-
richment, TFrom Drake’s time down, the
British tradesman has: led British Empire
round the world, and it is a curious coin-
<idence thut his present sphere of greatest
activity is in the.sea Drake opened to com-
merce. Nearly every war in which England
engaged from the time of E'izabeth to the
bombsrdment of Alexandria has had a com-

es, for it says: k.

“Nothing could well be more unfortunate
than a quarrel between brothers, and the
dispute between Canada and Newfoundland
respecting the.operation of the Newfound-
land Bait Act is a bad example of its kind.
The Nova Scotian fishermen, naturally
_enough, do not like to_see the Glo

shall continue to be Ministers of the Crown.
Those whom the Queen calls to her counsels
must have the confidence of the  House of
‘Commons, and, when they lose that confid-
ehce; »ﬂ')ey do ‘not wait to be turned
out.  They ~resign  their § positions
and. give place 10" men who are
&pproved by the re_f);‘up{gihf;ivu of the peo--
ple. The crisis would have to be very
 grave and very urgent indeed, when a King
or a Queen of Great Britain would exercise
the prerogative of dismissing a Cabinet in
the way that Governor Angers has done.
The Sovereign has, undoubtedly, the power
to sénd the members of a Cabinet about

fishermen given privileges in Newfoundland
waters which are denied to them, fellow-
colonists though they ~are; and the New-
foundland Government, with equal plausi-
bility, resents what it deems Canadian in-
terference in Newfoundland’s trade relations
with the United States. The dispute is
just such a onc as should lend itself to
quiet friendly discussion. - Let a round-
table conference be set up -at Ottawa or St.
Johun’s, as the -Daily Chronicle suggests,
and it will be strange if shrewd and- con-
ciliatory sta n like Sir John Thom:
and Sir William Whiteway donot figd g
peaceful way out of the difficulty. In/the
meantime, only good cap come from a pefgr-
ence. to the Judicial Committee of Ahe
Privy Council of the question of the powera
of Fewfoundland under the Bait Act. But
as to the retaliation for which the NovaScotia
fishermen are reported to be clamoring, the
less said ot it the better. To put on a re-
taliatory duty would irritate the New-
foundlanders and do- Canadian fishermen
precious little good.”

It is greatly to be regretted that this
good advice has come too late. The Domin-
ion Government has taken its course, and it

cannot now, we presame, retract.

THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES.

‘The Northwest Territories’ Legislature is
in sessior, The Speech from the Throne
was very long and in some respects impor-
.tant. Owing to the changes in the North-
west Territories Act, which is the constitn-
tion of that part of the Dominion, the Legis:
Iature is invested ‘With new powers which
render the reorg tion of the Gov
necessary. Therepresentatives of the people
have now greater control than formerly over
the money voted by- the Dominion Parlia-
ment, and they can enact ordinances rela-
tive to the liquor traffic. As the provision
of the constitution relative to the Advisory
Council had not been Trepealed, there are
difficulties in the way of the formation of a
yovernment responsible to the Legislature.
This Advisory Council was the bome of con-
tention in the last Assembly.  The
Governor could call upon:it or ‘not as
he pleased, and it could act independently
of the majority of the Assembly. -It was
hoped that under the new state of things
this Council would be abolished and that a
constitutional Government could be estab-
lished in its place.  Some of the members
imagine that the important clause in the
Northwest Act providing for the appoint-
ment of the Advisory Council was left un-
repealed by mistake. This is not’ very pro-
bable. Its being in -the Act is likely to
cause troutle, for the new Assembly is evi-
dently not disposed to tolerate it. The
Governor, however, has the power of ap-

. | public ppinion in Great Britain, that if a

their busi , but it is a power which
would not be exercised unless there was an
absolute certainty that the nation would be
satisfied with the action of the Crown. It
is most difficult to imagine what a' British
sovereign would Jo in circumstances similar
to those in which Governor Angersis placed,
because it is impossible to conceive pf Bri-
tish ministers acting in the way in which
Mr. Mercier and his colleagues have acted.
British statesmen are, in these days, liter-
ally above suspicion. An Englishman
would as soon think of accusing Lord Salis-
hury or Mr. Gladstone. of picking pockets
or of stealing spoons, as of havibg anything
to do, remotely or indirectly, with any act
that has the appearance of corruption. As |
of the two leaders, 80 of all the prominent
men of both parties. It may be that some
members of the British Parliament are con-
nected in some way with jobbery, that they
get a share of the boodle which they help
outsiders to steal; but if they do they must
be wonderfully clever " in .concealing their
tracks, for, though the press is as freein
‘Great Britain as it is in any conatry under
the sun, and though public men of
all grades and in every capacity. are exposed
to the sharpest and mest searching critic-
ism, it is very seldowm, “indeed, that a mem-
ber of Parliament gives those who observe
his acts reason even to suspect that he
makes use of his position to «eprich himself
at the-public expense. Such is the state of

repr tative of the people gave the pub<
lic good reasop to suspect that he was, no
matter how indirectly, a boodler, there
would be an end to his career as a public
man. If such were the state of public opin-
ion in the province of Quebec, Mr. Anger’s
course would be plain and easy. The Minis-
try convicted of being associated with
boodlers and of sharing the “spoils with dis.
honest public contractors and blackmailers
would be driven out of office by the outraged
and indignant nation. They would not
dare to make their - appearance in public.
They would- be ’followed wherever ‘they
went by the hoots and exscrations of the
| people. It would be, indeed, impossible to
protect them from violence. = They would
hasten to resign the positions they had dis-
graced before worse things .came upon
them. But it is useless to try to conjecture
how the British people would treat such
men us are implicated in the Quebec  scan-
dals. A Mercier is impéssible in Great
Britain in these days, and it is very much
to be regretted tha he is pessible in Quebec
or any other province of this Dominion.

mmercial inspiration ; has been undertaken

pointing it whether the majority of the

e A R O
Ald. Scoullar,of Westminster, is in town.

P y pied, :
the last. day of mniliadvices from the Prows

 Corporation a man of uncommon executive

{ which will niake it a healthy and pleasant

+4

‘In theory Great Britain has .the power to

tion, npd if its credit is to be maintained,
new methods of doing its business must be
established. To effect the reforms that are
needed there should be at the head of the

ability, of great energy, of unflinching cou-
rage,and he should be both enterprising
and intelligent. - Obstacles will have to be
removed before the ground is ¢ for
making the reforms. The passive resistance
to change ' in  corporations is strong and
stubbori, and exceedingly. difficult to, over-
comie.  Obstructions ~ of " ~a ' hundred
kinds will be ‘placed. in the path
of thé reformer, end he  will be
annoyed and worried in many ways.
He will also be abused and misrepresent-
ed, and his motives guestioned. He will
need all his pluck, his hopefulness and his
perseverance to keep him from being dis-
couraged and giving up in disgust the
attempt to make things better. If he
is not strong in mind and'robust in consti-
tion, be will fall ‘back into the old rut
and content himself with doing ‘rontine
work in a perfunctory way.

If a man were wanted merely to keep
down taxation aad to act as a break on the
wheels of progress, he might not be very
difficult to find" Obstructionists are "nu-
merous in every community. . But Victoria
does not want -an obstructionist in the
Mayor’s chair. It wants a maa who de-
sires the city to keepon improving in every
direction; a man who will not do' anything
to impede or even retard its progress.

While the city needs economy and skill
in the gement of its fi , it also
needs those improvements and conv

| i trade sy be “felt, néither of them can

fmpose import . duties on the commodities
produced by the other. ~Bat British
coloniés' can do this. At this - present,
mement the Dominion and the colony .of
Newfoundland are  commereially at logger-
heads, and are imposing duties on each
other’s products, resembling nothing so
much as a bad-tempered pair, who, wien
they quarrel, begin smashing the crockery
which is their comunon property. Of
course the two colonies are - acting very
foolishly and are- abusing their indep
dence. Baut the very fact that they can carry
on suck a war shows that they are indepen-
dent. B

It may be admitted that, for the purpose
of self-government, Canada is independent.
This independence may be g¢wing to the
forbearance of the Mother Gountry, or it]
may be a consequence of the development of
the country.  Five millions of Anglo-
Saxons cannot be kept in a state of pupil-
age and dependence. They will assert their
right“to- govern. themselves, and British
statesmen have shown . their wisdom in
spontaneously and cheerfully reeognizing
that right. : : _

In the matter of her. relations with for-
eign countries, Canada cannot be- said to
enjoy  the 3ma t of independe
as she does in the management of her trade
and her internal affairs. Tt is generally un-
derstood that a nation which treats'on equal
terms with another nation is strong enough
to —enforce any - agreement that may
be. made. .or. to ' punish the breach
of that ‘agreement by physical ' force.
Civilized and Christian as the nations are,
this idea of bruteforce is neve"n “altogether
lost sight of or ignored in their ;dealings
with-each other. It cannot be denied ‘that
Canada is not in & position to back up- her
words with a blow, if necessary, or to main-
tain any position she may take by an appeal
to-arms: +But, so far, she has never felt the
want of this backing of physical force.. She
has enjoyed the benefit of the prestige and
the military strength of the Mother Country,
and when arrangements were to be made in
which she was peculiarly interested, she has
been invited to take a part in the, negotia-
tions, and her interests have been carefully
considered. In regard to her dealings with
foreign nations, it, therefore, cannov be said
that Canadu is independent, and we do not
see very well how she can, in thisparticular,
assert the privilege of indepéndence until

plaze of resid The y which .is
required is nota cheese-paring economy—
the economy which is ‘wo in its results
than extravagance—but the judicious man-
agement of itd revenue which, while it
wastes nothing, does ‘not ~ hesitate to
spend money where and when. the in-
‘terests of the city require the expendityre,
The affairs of the city should be managed as
the affairs of a thriving- business :convern
are maniged. There should be no waste or
‘misappropriation of money, but thereshould
be no indedness apd no penurions-
ness ‘where “éxperidituve is clearly shown to
be required. ' ¢ 3 .

We do not wish it to be_thought that the
mayor .can do everything and have the
whole of the city’s concerns condu as he
wishes.' Bat his actual power for good or
harm is very considerable, and, if he is a
man of force and character, who knows
what is to be done and how to" do it, it is
difficalt to place limits to his influence. He
can make it felt for good in every depart-
ment of the city’s government. Let the
electors give Victoria, a good mayor, my
one who is abreast with the times.

Since the above was written, the Times
has announced thé candidature of the Hon.
Mr. Béaven, and recommends him highly to
the electors. We regret very much that we
cannot agree with our contemporary in this
matter. - We entertain a high respect for
Mr. Beaven as a fellow citizen, ,but ‘we do
not think that-he is the kind of man which
Victoria requires for mayor at the present
junctare. i
B

CANADIAN INDEPENDENCE.

The first sentence of ~an article on
¢¢ Cunadian Independence,” in the Toronto
Empire, of a late date, is—* Canada is not
dependent.” - Is this trae? Cuanada is cer-
tainl§ virtually independent in many res-
pects. Capudians can make their own laws.

refuse the sanction of the Crown to those
laws, but it is a power that iswery se!dom
exercised. In the same way the Sovereign
has the prerogstive of the veto with respect
to the laws enacted by the Parliament of
Great Britain, but'it is well nnderstood that
alaw which is carried in the House off
Commons and the House of ' Liords receives
the sanction of the Sovereign as a matter of
course. . As regards legislation, then, it is
no exaggeration to say that Canada is in-
dependent.
Canadians have the power of taxing them-
selves, and they ¢annot taxed by the.
Mother Country.  Canadians make an un-
restricted use of this power, and in the
imposition of taxes pay very little regard to
the claims which ' the Mother (’}ountry bas
upon them. “If Gredt Britain is injured
by the fiscal system which Canadians adopt
so much the worse for Great Britain,”
is the language which some ‘Canadians
adopt. This sort of .talk does not
sound pleasant to those who know how
much the Mother Country has done, and'is
doing, for Canada, but it shows that, as far
as taxation is- concerned, Canadians feel
that they are independent. In this matter
of taxation the colonies of the British Em-
pire are much - more independent  than the
*Sovereign ™ Statesof the Great: Republic:
British <olonies have not only the power to
impose. local taxes. for local purposes, but
they can frame their own tariffs. This the
States of the Union'cannot do. No matter
how jealous one state may be, commer@ially,

'nations, would make to prevent those re-

United States. He might have remem-

greport of the director of the bureau of Am-

‘| lie und Brazil have decided to negotiits with

she poss the powers necessary ‘success-
fully to assert independence. She may
possess that power by and by, by the pro-
cess of natural growth and development, or
she may, by a closer union with Great:
Britain, be able to claim the power and
prestige of the Mother Country as of right
herown, . ' t

This is, we think, what is coming. We
do not believe that Canada, without suchag
alliance, can be, fora very longtimeatanyrate,
truly independent. - It she severed her con-
nection with Great Britain, her independ-
ence, ifjshe desiréd to be independent, would.
be merely nominal. - We _see -the attitude
which the United States and other great
‘powers assume towards weak nations when
they are far fram them, and could Canadians
expect fair and considerate  treatment from
a nation of twelve times their number if the
policy they pursued did not suit the whim
or the interest of their big neighbor?

The unvarnished truth is that, when all
things are cansidered, Canada is not inde-
pendent, and it does not seem to us that it
would be good for her to be independent, in
the sense of being ag isolated nation.

—_—
LABOR IN VAIN.

It appears that Mr. Blaine’s labor to
establish reciprocity between the United
States and the South American . Republics
and other tropical countries, has been in a
great measure in vain. It is singular that
80 shrewd a man as Mr. Blsine did not take
into calculation the efforts which other, and,
in matters of trade, muth more liberal

publies discriminating in favor. of the

bered that the United States is not the only
commercial country in the world, and that
the European customers of those republics
would be at some pains to convince . them
that they would be standing in their own
light if they treated the Unjited States with
undue. favor:

What he might readily have foreseen has
come to pass, and the South Americans, it
appears, have come to the conclusion that
the Government of the Great Northern Re-
public asks too high a price for the trade
favors which it offers. Commenting on the

erican republics, which the President had
Iaid befors Congress, the Oregonian says :
““This is comforting'reading for the patri-
otic American ; but there is another story.
An unpretentions ¢ible  dispitch, the same
day, annonunces that. ‘the Argehtine Repub-

Germany, Austro-Hungary, Italy, Bogland
and Belginm, for. the establishmens of
treaties of commerve.”  These, with Chili,
which isn’t likely to enter into trade reci-
procity with the United States, are the most
important countries of Sonth America. Re-
ciprocity treaties with them are, so far, only
iridescent drearis Of the state depar'meut.
Mr. Blainemade a treaty with Fonseca
when be was President of Brazil, but Foan-
s2ca’s government has been upset, and itis
suspected thatonr British commercial rivals
helped to upset it.  This treaty is “likely to
fall to the ground, leaving our reciprocity
policy absolutely without  fruit in South
America.” )

Our contemporaty goes on to say that
probably no rational person ever supposed
that theg commercial nations of Europe
wonld permit the United States to enjoy
exclusive trade privileges in South America
for any length of time,; and it comes to the-
conclusion, after all Mr. Blaine has done,

that, so far from getting exclusive privil
from South America, he may ?’*" ::l':!

e

+if 80 much; when the lot in reality is only

. SUPREME COURT.
_‘Beéfore Mr. Justiee Drake.

Wison & Dausy, appellants ; Corror-
ATION OF  VICTORIA, reipondents. — The
‘app-llants are ratepayers ia respet of real
estate held by them in Victoria city, and
huve ‘appealed from the decision of the
Court of Revision under Sec. 131 of the
Municipality Act, 1891

The uppeal is in respest of lot 1,258 and
part of 162, Government street.

The firat objection is that lots 1,258 and
1,259 were assessed together in the sum of
$60,000. and $5,000 improvements, and that
this‘'mode of.4s-essment is incorrect.

The duties of assessor are defined by sec.
122 (read it),-and by sec. 124 his duty as re-

ards the person assessed is defined (read).

'herefore each lot or subdivision has to be
separately assessed. The object is to.lev
every person assessed for real estate have
the opportunity of objecting to' the assess-
ment if he thinks proper, and in respect of
each separate-piece of land. There may be
tenants on one lot or part of a lot, who may
be lishie for the tux, and the owner may be
liable for the other lot or part of lot.

I don’t think that an error of the assessor
in this respect will invalidate the assess-
ment, but it is good ground of appeal, and
may be a matter of costs.

Ia the case of Nicholles et al v. Cumming,
25 V. C., Cp. 169, decided on a section very
similar to our section 124, the Couit held
that when the notice of assessnient differed
from the roll the notice containing an
amount less than the roll, that the tax could
only be le7ied on the lesser amount.

our act, if the assessor or collector fail
in the duties imposed on them by stutute,
the only remedy is by appeal; in- the On-
tario statute a remedy is provided , which,
possibly, is more effectual.

The next objéction taken'is that the as-
sessor has a sed impr ts without
‘producing any by-law authorizing the same.

~ Section 120 of the act defines viie mode of
estimating real property for the purpose of
taxation, that is, at its uctual cash value, as
it would be appruised in payment of a just
debt, from a solvent debtor. -

Real estate; in this section, inclodes im-
provemeuts. ' ;

If the Council desired to assess improve-
ments separately, then a by-law bad to be
E:ued under section 121, which has not

en done. This section, read with the in-
terpretation clause, shows that unless the
Council pass a by-law, declaring a distinc-
tion, for the of assessment between
land and improvement, that real property
includes improvements, and improvements
wust not be assessed apart from the realty.

It was referred to by-law passed 5th Oc-
tober, 1891, levying a separate rate on
land and improvements, as an answer to
this objection, but this is neta by-law for
assessment/ and if thereis no by-law for
assessment of improvements there can be
no rate levied on them distinct from their
realty, I therefore hold that as fa the
improvements - on the lots ‘in question are
separately assessed the appeal must be
allowed. :

The next objection taken was that too
high a value was placed on'this land.

%ot 1,258 the assessor values at $42,000,
Mr. Wilson values at $24,000. &

The ™ assessor “is supported by two real
estate agents, one, however, considers that
lot 1,258 tuken in ‘cdnjunction with 1,259,
was worth $590 a foot on 120 foot frontage
on Government by 120 on Johnson street,
«qual to $60,000 for the two lots; if valued
separately, 1.258 was worth $400 a foot
frontage, or $46,000, while t:e adjacent lot
was worth $18,000, thus making the lots, if
sold - separately, fworth $66 000, althon.h
together he stated they would be worth

v

On the other side, the appellant produces
a witness “who values this lot at $35,000,
and the highest price offered ‘to the owner
was $40,000 for the two. With such every
wide variations, it is difficult to arrive at a
just cong¢lusion, and, giving the subject the

st consideration [ can, I think the assess-
ment on lot 1,258 should be reduced to
$36,000, or double the value of the 'adjoin-
ing lot, in consideration of its position asa
corner: I find no satisfactory rule of valu-
ing corner lots; in the present instance, the
assessor makes a difference of over three
and a half times the uniount, ie., as be-
tween $12,000 and $42,000; in other cases
the variation is only vne-seventh more, and
if this lot was valued for its frontage on
Johnson street it would, wc ordi to the
assessor, be worth only $12,000. He claims
his right to value as 'if. .no portion was on
Johnson street. He may be right, bus it
appears that frontage valuation is" not the
correct mode of assessment. One witness
(Mr. Heisterman) stated that this lot was
worth $50,000, and & person was prepared
to buy at that price, but .he declined to
name any responsible person who had made
such an offef and the owner, denied having
ever received any such offer. His evidence,
therefore, is far from being conclusive.

With respect to lot 162, portion 42x70, 4
this was a d by the at. $800a
front foot, but when it was shown that the
lot which he had assessed, instead of Leing
120 feet in depth, was onlv 70, he atated
that this reduced the frontage value to $700
a foot. .-And on this valuation there is the
evidence of the assessor and Mr. Heister-
wan on the one side, and Mr. Bogpgs and
Mr. Richards on the other, who both allege
$600 a foot the full value.  When the
assessor’s valuation is examined, it appears
that this lot at $300 a frout -foor - for 42 by
120 amounts to $6 65 per superficial foor,
while 42 by 70 at $700 a front.fost amounts
o $10'w saperficiul foot. It $6 65 is a cor-
rect value persuperficial foot for: the .lot
42x120, it is not worth more than that sum,

42x70 the valuation would be, at $6 63,
$19,5515 whils'at 7$600 per - frowt foot the
valua would be $25,200. . This shows that
the present rale of ussessment is, in fact, no
rule at all.

Value in relation to it depends on many
circumstances. L»nd may be held for
speculation or investment, and in each case
a very different value would be put on it
by the owner; if held for investmment it
would be estimated according to_its rent-
producing power, and this, in many in-
stances,would be the true criterion, particu-
larly if sold at auction.  Again, va'ue de-
pends on there being persons ready and
willing to purcha-e, and, if there are none,
then value becomes merely non.inal.

In deciding on this question, no rty )
in this particulur blocg has been sm,pe bn{:
two wit \es-es sweur that land in this block
is not so valaable as land on Yates street,
between Douglas and Broad streets, and
that an attempted sale has b.en made of
land there, wud, jadging from the  price of-
fered at auction, this land is not worth
moge than $600 pec foot ; this figure is real-
ly in excess of the assessor’s valuation, if his
valuation is converted into a superficial area
valuation:. I, therefore, uce this assess-
ment to $23,200. The result of my judg-
ment is, thereforex ‘Lot 1,258, $36,000 ;
part of lot 162, $25,200.

These Tv‘:uuion: include the improve-

self lucky if Americuns fare as well in that
part of the world as Maropeans.
Y

1¢ app , on paying their
taxes on this valustion before the end of
the year, will be en-itled to the same reduc-

of another, and how severe the competition

A. McDougall, of Vancouver, is in town.

tions as if they had paid before the 1lst of

a8 og:nly_gxpogp;i. I
ul an

D

able'delay in bringing their appeal to 4
bearing. I give no costs.
Mr. Fell for the uppellants; Messrs,
Eberts & Taylor for the Corporation.
S SRS = L

LIQUOR LICENSE—OAK BAY “PAV].
LION.”

To TaE EpIToR:— Your reference to the
matter above mentioned calls for more thay
passing comment. The mcthods adopted in
this instance, through the cfforts of a gis.
charged police officer, have heen apparently
successful in obtaining a license for the so.
called * Pavilion,” and it might be intcrest.
ing to your readers to learn that the strong
protest of residents and property owners ot
01k Bay has been pushed aside by a Coypg
of ‘“Licensing Commissioners,” sittin; ,
the Royal Ouk, Sasnich, miles away froi the
locality interested. The Justices of the
Peace have given their opin on that such 4
license is necessary and desirable, irre.pe..
tive of what the petitioners have allegeq,
Perhaps the fact that one of the applicints
is associated with the notorious Standarq
theatre, and recently obtained a perni;
from the Mayor to sell liquors at that (e.
lectable place of entertainment, recom.
mended itself to the Saanich justices in cop.
sidering the matter. Be this as it muy, the

vision and amendment, although in this in.
stance I am strongly of opinion that the
residents and others interested in O.k Yay,
by aeting at once, will have no difficuly ip
setting aside the proceedings of (he
“ Licensing' -Commissioners.” 1t ‘will be
found on inquiry that the sct in this in.
stance has been complied with, and
that theref the prospect of an inioler-
able nuisance can yet be averted.
IMPRIMATUR.

B.C., Dec. 17, 1891.

Victoria,
THE BOUNDARY QUESTION.

To THE EpITOR :—In one of your issues
of last week I see that Mr. J. W Carey, on
being. interviewed by a COLONIST reporter,
totally duag" rees with®™ my conclusions on
the disputed boundary question.

With all respect” to Mr. Carey, I fail to
see wherein be invalidates my claims by a
single jot or tittle. He dwells on the scien-
tific merits.of the respeetive American and
British Bopndary Commissioners and their
instruments, and wirtually concedes their
infallibility, a course which would neces-
sarily preclude all discussion of the subject
inhsand. In my late letter I subnitted
proofs from so many quarters affirmatory of
my assertions, as to sconstitute, I should
imagine, a good caseforcons deratiou; but the
strongest of these proofs are quictly ignored
by Mr. Carey.' Howabout the lateJudges Cox
and Haynes? How about the Anerican
surveyor who laid oot the townsite of Blaine?
And how, oh ! how, about the statement
of Mr. Talcott, chief engineer of the Seattle
and Eastern Construction cowmpany, which
is altogether in unison with my views, and,
moreover, so lucidly expressed that there
can be no misunderstanding as ‘to how the
error in the ‘boundary line occurred, for
occur it did, all general assertions to the
contrary notwithstanding.

As Mr. Carey has evidently never seen
Mr. Talcott’s statement, I refer him to the
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, of November
25th.
1If the Boundary Commissioners could not
err, will Mr. Carey kindly explain how it
bappened that from Boundary Creek to Oso-
yoos Lake—a distance of 30 miles—the two
lines of survey ran parailel and over 300
yards apart ? There they are to this day.
Che monuments on one line are demolished,
but the 100 feet cut through the forest is
there still, an indisputable testimony that

ered, or that.ihe British

1 i played traitors to their coun-
'try. - The latter is asserted by Mr. Talcott,
and I see no resson to doubt its correctness,
as there were no Atlantic eables or overland
wires in ‘those days to flash over Greenwich
time, to verify the chronometers if they had
made or lost time in the interval gince they
left England, and everybody knows that a
very small aberration ia the chronometers
would make quite an appreciable difference
in the latitude. :

Mr. Carey says that T am two years late
in my dates, and that the bonndary monu-
nients were put up in 1859. My answer to
this is, that I will put $500 in the hands of
Mayor Grant, if Mr. Carey will cover it
with a like amount, I agreeing to prove
that the initial monument, which stands,
to-day, at Point Roberts, was not built be-
fore 1861. I will accept Chief Justice Sir
Matthew Bailey Begbie—if he will consent
to act—as umpire, and, failipg to prove ny
statement to his satisfuction, Mayor Grant
will hand' the money over, to Mr. Carey.
Should I prove it, of coun se the stakes will
be paid to me. In either case the Mayor to
give fifty dollars of the amount to the Pro-
testant Orphans’ Home in Victoria, and
fifty dollars to the Indian Missionary
School at Chilliwack.

I will bold the proposition open for Mr.
Carey's acceptance for ten daysfrom date
of publication hereof.

ROBERT STEVENSON.

Chilliwhack, Dec. 15, 1891.

COMPLIMENTARY.

To THE EpiTor :—I have read with sur-
ghe your statements regarding the traffic
young girls in our fair city, and felt that
‘we, a8 citizens, owe you a_debt of gratitude
for your fearless exposure of so many of the
abominations practised in Chinatown, and
I take this opportunity to say I am proud
to think we have snch'a paper. and hope
every abuse brought to your notice will be
congratulate you
ont d busi lke book
you have just brought out, - Victoria Illus-
trated, and am sure it will bring Victoria
more prominently before the great business
centres of the Kast. I intend to mail some
to my friends in all the large ecities, and ex-
pect a handsome return. Please accept niy
good wishes for the fature prosperity of
yourself and the CoroxNist.
7. G. RAYNER.

i it S

Capt, W. J. Brown, commodore of the
fleet 1o which the uunfortunate San Pedro
belonged, is registered at the Dallas from
San Frantisco. ‘His wife accompanies him.
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castom House Frauds
Canadian Vessels Cu
Load Line

More Grit Corruptionist
“The Ottawa * Citiz~n
Merecier Dismis

(From our own Corresp
Orrawa. Dec. 21.—Iovest
workiog of the Toronto
brought to light collusion ¥
goods merchant, named S.
Appuiwr Sargent. Goods b
lently entered to the value o
dollars. Hon. Mr. Bowe
higbest penalties. Davidso
Sargent bas been suspende
The High Court of Jusf
issue a mandamus to gom,
o admit the evidence taken
acy ease agiinst the Connoll
,Canadian vess:ls come
wisions of the Imp rial Load
month. The Goverument B
she Imperial authorities an
the Dominion statute, remo
mtting the owner to |
ing the load live and
right of appeal to the Minl
atter the line has been fixed
Mr. King, of Queen’s, N.
up the sponge. German, tH
shouter for the Grits, last
. qualifi-d for paying out ten
Senator Pucquet is dead.
The Ottawa (itizen, e
Lieut.-Governor Anger’s act]
the wise course would have
left the legislature to deal
cier. Provincial autonomy
of confederation. If a Pro
continues to have the power
ministers, without appeal
tendency is to_jeopardize th
comfnonwealth.. T'hese view
ing organ of the Federal Gg
provoked widespiead comm
derstood the editorial simpl
ppersonal opinion of Mr. Me

CABLE NEY

A Skirmish in B
;. LoNpoN, Dec. 20. — A

‘Buenos Ayressays that a
eucred in Rio Grande do S
federal 1roops snd a battalig
guard. The telegraph line
prevent seuding the details
ment. Another dispatch sa
bheaded ' by General Sara
Santa Viciaria, copitol of
Espirito Santo, aid that thi
forcements are warching frol

France and the !
Pawis, Dec. 20.—Major B
Chicag» fair commission,”
with au Associated Press co
that be finds, while the Fre
are interested in the Chicag
tically no orgenization exis#
art department.

Disgusted Duell
' BupA PestH, Dec. 20.
lately mni-ter of nationul
Hungarian csbinet, and J
memver of the diet, fought
They fired two shots with |

¢ effect, theu dropped the fil

t and continued the due

th were wounded in th
Baron had an ear cut off.
result of an attack made b
the Baron in a speech.

The ‘:n_zel
- VIENNA, Dec. 20. —Painte
writes to the Presse that th
* Angelus ” and re-selling if
bogus transactions, being p

‘of Amerizan art dealers
value of Miller’s works. Vi
the supposed purchaser mad

%0 him, which he declined.

-

A General Breaks
oo Loxnpox, Dec. 20-—The

-respondent at Shanghai
acting general of the Imp
shrown trom his horse and
broken. He was the fines
the Chinese army and was g
China will find it difficult ta
French Treaty :
Paris, Dec. 21.—The K
drafting a treaty of com
France and the United S8
\ pected that an irportant a
she subject will soonbe pub

M. P, Charged wi
LoxpoN, Dec. 20.—Mr.
_ber of parliament for East
was arrested, to-day, charge
ing Malvern College of £14
trusteeship.

To Re-Establish Diplon
“ RoMg, Dec. 21.—It is as
authority that diplomatis
shortly be established with

Swiss Bank Officers

BrussgLs, Dec. 20.—D
and Kling, of the general
Basle, Switzerland, were
at Ostend.

Attempt to Dynami
Parts, Dec.19—Clichy, a
of Paris, was throwr into &
excitement, to-day, by the d
bombs in the police stati
fuses attached to the bg
ignited, but the fire, by
_extinguished before reaching
“'with which the bombs wé
find caused great alorm in
it is believed it shows th
came in contact with the
day determine to seek
some of them placed the b
'were found in the hope
station.

Extravagant Om
BeRLIN, Dec. 19.—
Stettin this week, Emper
the army officers a p

economy. He was enterta
by the officers of the gan
eeiving the invitation the
%o be shown the menu card,
a pumber of dishes and
1reducing the bill of fare f
. ‘and beer. 3

‘Ribot Weuldn't
Paris, Dec. 19.—Prince!
"~ an agent to see M.




