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^ THE MAYORALTY.

The question flow most frequently ashed 
in this city is : Who is to be Mayor next 
year? This question is a very important 
one and requires to be well considered. 
Before it is answered definitively, the electors 
should enquire—W hat will the next Mayor 
have to do? and when that is well -under
stood, it may then be asked : Where is the 
man fit to do it ?

able-delay in bringing their appeal to a 
bearing. I give no costa.

Mr. Fell for the appellants; Messrs. 
Eberts & Taylor for the Corporation.

SUPREME COURT.to advance the interests or avenge the in
juries of the British trader.

This is amusing, particularly when we re
flect upon the fact that this denunciation if 
uttered iq the language of the “tradesman’» 
whom it condemns, and that it was, in aÜ 
probability, penned by a, not by any means, 
remote descellant of this detestable “Brit
ish trader,” with “raucous voice,” “ smug 
and mottled visage ” and “ stable-boy man
ners.” The chances, too, are that, like 
very many of his fellow citizens, he has in
herited more of the faults and defects of 
his ancestor than he has of his powers and 
his virtues.

We are surprised that an intelligent man, 
as the editor of the American newspaper 
must be, does not see that, in abusing the 
British tradesman, he is in a sense traduc
ing himself and his fellow-countrymen. It 
Is very evident that the American citizen of 
to-day has to be thankful that the republic 
of which he is bo proud was founded and 
maintained, and strengthened and en
larged, and enriched by British 
tradesmen and their kindred of other 
professions. The British tradesman is the 
leaven that has leavened the whole lump of 
American citizenship. Ho has dot only 
given the United States his language, but 
he has handed down to its people their free 
institutions, their intelligent love of liberty 
and - their capacity for self-governmént.
Why is it that the Republic of the United 
States of North America is not like the re
public of Mexico, the republics of Central 
America, and the republics of South Amer
ica f Simply because it was established by 
“British tradesmen” and their descendants, 
and because the influence of the British 
tradesman has been the predominant one in 
it since the day of its establisnment.

It doe, not a=y much for the intelligence AU who know anytHng abont the 
and capacity of men whose very name, show >kn Con^ü,* must admit that Mr.
that they belong to the same race as the Brit- Bonrinot u right wbe„ he' toy, that 
ish tradesman, and who ought to know what Governor Angers bas the power to dismiss 
he ha, done in his.own and other countries, y, MinUte„ witbout Mking any one's 
to exhaust their vocabulary of injurious epi- adTice- AU iuteiligent peraona know, too, 
that, upon the “British tradesman.” They that the head of a Government, under the 
should have more knowledge and more M,uh Conatitlltion> possesses important 
sense than to traduce and disparage them-' prerogativea theoretically, which he does 
selves in such an outrageous manner. not deem it wise to exercise in these days.

With regard to the disagreement with The power of the veto is one of these, and 
Chili, the United States Government has the power of dismissing ministers without 
no one to blame but itself for that unpleaant- reference to the wiU or the action 0f Partis- 
ness. The British trader did not send that ment ^ another.
accomplished diplomatist, Patrick Egan, to Sovereign 0f Great Britain has the power to 
Chili, neither had hç anything to do with refaae bja or her sanction to any law which 
the seizure, detention and subsequent cap- parliiunent may paae. but. practically, in 
hire of the Itata. It was not at the ineti- tbeae days tbe power ia neTer exercised, 
gation of the British trader that Admiral Tbeoreticallyi the Qaeen can call upon 
Brown played the spy on the patriot army, any „„„ t0 ^ ter and cin, when
that was fighting for the recovery of the „he pleases, summarily dismiss him; but, 
constitutional liberty which Egan’s friend practically> it ie parliamen, that has the 
and fellow-speculator, Balmaceda, had choo,ing of the Sovereign’s-advisers, and it 
stolen from Chilians. If any nation had j, Parliament, that decides how long they 
treated the United States, under aimiUrcir- sball oontinue to be Ministers of the Crown, 
cams tances, as the United States had treat- Th w whom the Queen calls to her counsels 
ed Chili, it would never be forgiven by muat have the confidence of the House of 
Uifited States citizens.

ùxtrade may be felt, neither of them can 
impose import . duties on the commodities 
produced by the other. But British 
colonies can do this. At this present 
moment tbe Dominion and the colony of 
Newfoundland are commercially at logger- 
heads, and are imposing duties on each 
other’s products, resembling nothing so 
much as a bad-tempered pair, who, when 
they quarrel, begin smashing the crockery 
which is their common property. Of 
course the two colonies are ' acting very 
foolishly «nd are abusing their indepen
dence. But the very fact that they can carry 
on such a war shows that they are indepen
dent.

It may be admitted that, for the purpose 
of self-government, Canada is independent. 
This independence may be owing to the 
forbearance of the Mother Qbuntry, or it 
may be a consequence of the development of 
the country. Five millions of Anglo- 
Saxons cannot be kept in a state of pupil
age and dependence. They will assert their 
right ~to govern themselves, and British 
statesmen have shown their wisdom in 
spontaneously and cheerfully recognizing 
that right.

In the matter of her relations with for
eign countries, Canada cannot be said to 
enjoy the same amount of independence 
as she does in the management of per trade 
and her internal affairs. It is generally un
derstood that a nation which treats on equal 
terms with another nation is strong enough 
to -enforce any agreement that may 
be made or to punish the breach 
f»f that agreement by physical force. 
Civilized and Christian as the nations are, 
this idea of brute'force is never altogether 
lost sight of or ignored in their dealings 
with each other. It cannot be denied that 
Canada is not in a pos 
words with a bl$w, if 
tain any position she may take by an appeal 
to arms. » But, so far, she has never felt the 
want of this backing of physical force. She 
has enjoyed the benefit of tbe prestige and 
the military strength of the Mother Country, 
and when arrangements were to be made in 
which she was peculiarly interested, she has 
been invited to take a part in tfie. negotia
tions, and her interests have been carefully 
considered. In regard to her dealings with 
foreign nations, it, therefore, cannot be said 
that Canada is independent, and we do not 
see very well how she can, in this particular, 
assert the privilege of independence until 
she possesses the powers necessary success
fully to assert independence. Shq may 
possess that power by and by, by the pro
cess of natural growth and development, or 
she may, by a closer union with Great 
Britain, be able to claim the power and 
prestige of the Mother Country as of right 
her own.

This is, we think, what is coming. We 
do not believe that Canada, without such ag 
alliance, can be, fora very long tiraeatany i ate, 
truly independent. It she severed her con
nection with Great Britain, her independ
ence, i&ebe desired to be independent, would 
be merely nominaL We see the attitude 
which the United States and other greht 
powers assume towards weak nations when 
they are far fropi them, and could Canadians 
expect fair and considerate treatment from 
a nation of twelve times their number if the 
policy they pursued did not suit the whim 
or the interest of their big neighbor?

The unvarnished truth is that, when all 
thjngs are considered, Canada is not inde
pendent, and it does not seem to us that it 
would be good for her to be independent, in 
the sense of being ay isolated nation.

Ube Colonist Legislature approves of its personnel or not. 
Here we have the elements of a-very pretty 
qnarreL It is to be hoped that the Gov 
ernor ahd the House will come to an under
standing on the subject, and that the public 
affairs of that important part of the Do
minion will be conducted not only well but 
harmoniously. The Governor in his speech 
congratulates the Assembly on the pros- 
peritygof the Territories. From what we 
hear, the congratulations were a good deal 
better than empty formality. The country 
has done well, and its ^prospects appear to 
be bright.

)
Before Mr. Justice Drake.

Wilsqn & Da LBV, appellants ; Corpor- 
of Victoria, respondents. — The 

appellants are ratepayers in respect of real 
estate held by them in Victoria city, and 
have appealed from the decision of the 
Court of Revision under Sec. 131 of the 
Municipality Act, 1891.

The appeal is in respect of lot 1,258 and 
part of 102, Government street.

The first objection is that lota 1,258 and 
1,259Were assessed together in the sum of 
$60,000. and $5,000 improvements, and that 
this mode oLas-essuient is incorrect.

The duties of assessor are defined by sec. 
122 (read it), and by sec. 124 bis duty as re
gards the person assessed is defined (read). 
Therefore each lot or subdivision has to be 
separately assessed. The object is to let 
every person assessed for real estate have 
the opportunity of objecting to' the assess 
ment if he thinks proper, and in respect of 
each separato piece of land. There may be 
tenants on~one lot or part of a lot, who may 
be liable for the tax, and the owner may be 
liable for the other lot or part of lot.

I dbn’t think that an error of the assessor 
in this respect will invalidate the assess
ment, but it is good ground of appeal, and 
may be a matter of costs.

la thé case of Nicholles et al v. Gumming, 
25 V. C., Cp. 169, decided on a section very 
similar to our section 124, the Con t held 
that when the notice of assessment diffei ed 
from the roll the notice containing au 
amount less than the roll, that the tax could 
only be levied on the lesser amount.

In our act, if the assessor or collector fail 
in tbe duties imposed on them by statute, 
the only remedy is by appeal; in- the On
tario statute a remedy is provided. which, 
possibly, is more effectual.

The next objection taken is that the as
sessor has assessed improvements without 
producing any by-law authorizing the same.

Section 120 of the act defines the mode of 
estimating real property for the purpose of 
taxation, that Is, at its actual cash value, as 
it would be appraised in payment of a just 
debt, from a solvent debtor.

Real estate,- in this section, includes im
provements. t

If the Council desired to assess improve
ments separately, then a by-law had to be 
passed under section 121, which has not 
been done. This section, read with thé in
terpretation clause, shows that unless the 
Council pass a by-law, declaring a distinc
tion, for the purpose of assessment between 
land and improvement, that real property 
includes improvements, and improvements 
must not be assessed apart from the realty.

It was referred to by-law passed 5th Oc
tober, 1891, levying a separate rate on 
land and improvements, as an answer to 
this objection, but this is not a by-law for 
assessment/ and if there is no by-la* for 
assessment of improvements there can 
no rat» levied on them distinct from jeheir 
realty, I therefore hold that as far^tSs the 
improvements on the lots "in question are 
separately assessed the appeal must be 
allowed.

The next objection taken was that too 
high a value was placed on this laud.

Lot 1,258 the assessor values at $42,000, 
Mr. Wilson values at $24,000.

The assessor4 is supported by two real 
estate agents, one, however, considers that 
lot 1,258 taken in exjunction with 1,259, 
Was worth $500 a foot on 120 foot frontage 
on Government by 120 on Johnson street,
« qual to $60,000 for the two lots; if valued 
separately, 1.258 was worth $400 a foot 
frontage, or $46,000, while t' e adjacent lor 
was worth $18,000,. thus making the lots, if 
sold separately, fworth $66 000, although 
together he stated they would be worth 

ly. The two proposi-
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THE CRISIS IN QUEBEC.
.
; The crisis in Quebec will, no doubt, be 

the cause of much excitement not only in 
^Quebec, but in all the other provinces. 
The question of the competency of the 
Lieut.-Governor of a province to dismiss a 
ministry which is supported by a majority 

* in the Legislature will be warmly discussed. 
There will, most likely, be a difference of 
opinion as to whether it would not be the 
constitutional way for the Governor to have 
waited until the decision of the representa
tives of the people had been given on the 
conduct of the ministers in the Baie des 
Chaleurs, and other cases. There will cer
tainly be many who will maintain that the 
right of judgment, in the first instance, lay 
with the representatives of the people, and 
then, if the Governor was uot satisfied with 
tibeir.decision, he could, constitutionally, 
appeal from them to the people from whom 
they derived their authority. This, it ap
pears to ns, would have beeu the more con
stitutional, as well as the more politic 
course. Allowing that Governor Angefs is, 
in the abstract, right—as we believe he is— 
in dismissing ministers whom he believes to 
be corrupt, would it not have been 

prudent in him not to have 
given them an 
present him as having acted arbitrarily and 
unconstitutionally in dismissing them be
fore the Legislative Assembly had been sl
owed the opportunity of giving its verdict?

From our last night’s special telegram 
from Ottawa we conclude that, the party 
which approves of the course taken by /the 
Lieutenant-Governor hopes, or expects, that 
by the formation of a coalition Government 
an appeal to the people, just at present, 
will be avoided. Of course, those who are 
on the spot are the beat judges, but it seems 
to us that it Mill be very difficult indeed to 
form a coalition Government in Quebec that 
will stand any chance of living through even 
one session.

Mr. Mercier is a most astute politician. 
He perhaps understands the people of his 
native province better than any man living.' 
He knows how to appeal to them so as to 
enlist their prejudices and their feelings on 
his side. It was seen what use he made of 
the Riel question. He then contrived to 
make the French Canadians believe that 
when the Dominion Government allowed 
Riel to be executed a slight was put upon 
their race, and that their religion was con
temned. Unfortunately, the course taken 
by some Ontario politicians and some On
tario newspapers, since then, has been such 
as to keep alive among the French Cana
dians the belief that their religion is bated 
and their race despised by the people of 
Ontario, and that an effort is being made to 
do them a great injustice. The power of 
misrepresentation of the Mercier faction is 
simply immense, and it is well known 
that they have no scruples j in uping 
it. They speak the language of the 
people, and they know how to work upon 
their predilections and their weaknesses. It 
would be difficult to over-estimate their in
fluence over the people when their race 
jealousy and their religious distrust are 
awakened. Anyone who intelligently ob
served the nature and the extent of the Riel 
agitation will not pl^ce much faith in the 
■coolness and calmness of French Canadians. 
They are an exceedingly excitable people, 
and when their feelings are aroused they 
are not by any means disposed to listen^ to 
reason. Mr. Mercier and hie lieutenants 
know this well, and we are much mistaken 
if, as soon as they find themselves out of 
office, they do not exert themselves to 
make it impossible for any Ministry that 
Governor Angers may be able to get to- 

: gether, to carry on the Government.
If an appeal is made to the people now, 

It is very hard indeed to tell what may be 
ythe result. If Mercier can only convince 

the people that he is being made a martyr 
I -of because he is a Frenchman and a Catholic 

—that he is the victim of the “ Orangistes ” 
-and the “ bigots ” of Ontario—he will be re
turned with a larger majority than ever, 
no matter how corrupt he and his colleagues 
miy have been. This we have no doubt he 
will attempt to do. Will he succeed in 
working up the excitement high enough, 
and spreading it widely enough to accom
plish his purpose ? «

It is evident that Governor Angers has 
made a bo’d move, and risked % great deaL 
It is just possible chat the very boldness of 
Lis measures will go far to secure success. 
Will he be energetically and courageously 
backed up by the lovers of honest govern
ment in the province of . Quebec ?. Every
thing depends upon the anw^er given to 
that question.

To THE Editors—Your reference to the 
matter above mentioned calls for more than 
passing comment. The methods adopted in 
this instance, through the etforts of a dis
charged police officer, have been apparently 
successful in obtaining a license for the so- 
called “ Pavilion,” and it might be interest
ing to your readers to learn th it the strong 
protest of residents and property owners at 
Oak Bay has been pushed aside by a Court 
of Licensing Commissioners,” sitting at 
the Royal Oak, Saanich,miles away from the 
locality interested. The Justices 
Peace have given their opin 
license is necessary and desirable, ine-pec 
tive of what the petitioners have alleged. 
Perhaps the fact that one of the applicants 
is associated with the notorious Standard 
theatre, and recently obtained a permit 
from the Mayor to sell liquors at that de
lectable place of entertainment, recom- , 
mended itself to the Saanich justices in 
sidering the matter. Be this as it m»y, the 
Liquor License Act calls for immediate re- ✓ 
vision and amendment, although in this in. 
stance I am strongly of opinion Yhat the 
residents and others interested in 0-<k bay, 
by acting at once, will have no difficulty iQ 
setting as.de the proceedings of the 
“ Licensing Commissioners.” It will be 
found on inquiry that the act in this in
stance has not been complied with, and 
that thereto^ tbe prospect of an intoler
able nuisance can yet be averted.

; More Brit Corrnptionia 
The Ottawa “ Citiz-i 

Mercier DismiIt does not require a very intimate know
ledge Of the city’s affairs to see that the 
next Mayor and City Coutfcil will have a (From our own Con
great deal of work to do, and that the 
future welfare* of the city will, in a great 
measure, depend upon the way in which 
that work is done.

The machinery of the government of the 
city, to a very great extent, needs reorgan
ization, and if its credit is to be maintained, 
new methods of doing its business must be 
established. To effect the refoims that are 
needed there should be at the head of the 
Corporation a man of uncommon executive 
ability* of great energy, of unflinching cou
rage/ and he should be both enterprising 
fluid intelligent. Obstacles will have to be 
removed before the ground is clemr for 
making the reforms. The passive resistance 
to change in corporations is strong and 
stubborfl, and exceedingly difficult to over
come.

Ottawa. Dec. 21.—loves 
working of the Toronto 
brought to light collusion 
goods merchant, named S. 
Appraiser Sargent. Goods I 
lently entered to the value < 
dollars, 
highest penalties. Davidso 
Sargent has bien suspended 

The High Court of Jus

CHRISTMAS ROSES.
of the 

on that such aThe following is the first paragraph in the 
issue of the Canadian Gazette of December 3.

The Hon. John Robson, British Colum
bia’s Premier, was pleasantly occupied, on 
tbe last day of mail ad vices from the Prow 
ince, in picking strawberries —large and 
lucious fruit—in his garden in Victoria. 
How well this reads when Londoners are 
gasping for breath in damp November mists 
and fogs !

To-day, on the 18th of December, a week ' 
only before Christmas, Victorians are send
ing to their friends in the East sprigs of 
holly, roses, and chrysanthemums, taken 
from their grounds and gardens. They could 
also send daisies, violets, auriculas, and other 
hardy flowers. Although the wéathêr has 
been, for the last two or three weeks, un
commonly inclement for Victoria, there are 
still seen in many of thé gardens in thé city 
and suburbs, flowering plants. The ground 
is not frozen, and the grass is greener than 
it was in August. The weather too, just 
now, is milder than the October weather'of 
Eastern Canada.

H-n. Mr. Bow

;
issue a mandamus to pom 

i* to admit the evidence takei 
acy case against the CounoE 

. Canadian vcts-Js come 
visions of the Ioip rial Loa< 
month The Government I 
the Imperial authorities ai 
the Dominion statute, remo 
permitting the owner to 
fixing tbe load line and s 
right of appeal to the Mini 
alter the line has been fixed!

Mr. King, of Queen’s, N. I 
up the sponge. German, tu 
shouter for the Grits, last a 
qualified for paying out ten j 

Senator P«cquet is dead. I 
The Ottawa liiizeu, cJ 

Lieut.-Governor Anger’s acts 
the wise course would have I 
left the legislature to deal I 
cier. Provincial autonomy 1 
of confederation. If a Provi 
continues to have the power 
ministers, without appeal I 
tendency is to jeopardize thi 
comtnonwealth. These view 
ing organ of the Federal Gel 
provoked witlespiead comas 
derstood the editorial simplj 
personal opinion of Mr. Mel

Obstructions of a hundred
kinds will be placed in the path 
of thé reformer, and he 
annoyed and worried in many ways. 
He will also be abused and misrepresent
ed, and his motives questioned. He trill 
need all his pluck, his hopefulness and his 
perseverance to keep him from being dis
couraged and giving up in disgust the 
attempt to make things better. If he 
is noir strong in mind and robust in conati- 
tion, be will fall back into the old rut 
and content himself with doing routine 
work in a perfunctory way.

If a man were wanted merely to keep 
down taxation and to act as a break on the 
wheels of progress, he might not be very 
difficult to find. Obstructionists are nu
merous in every community. But Victoria 
does not want ran obstructionist in the 
Mayor’s chair. It wants a man who de
sires the city to keep on improving in every 
direction; a man who will not do anything 
to impede or even retard its progress.

While the city needs economy and skill 
in the management of its finances, it also 
needs those improvements and conveniences 
which will make it a healthy and pleasant 
pla?e of residence. The economy which is 
required is not a cheese paring economy— 
the economy which is worse in its results 
than extravagance—but the judicious man
agement of it! revenue which, while it 
wastes nothing, -does not hesitate to 
spend n*oney where and when the in
terests of the city require the expenditure. 
The affairs of the city should be managed as 
the affairs of a thriving business .concern 
are maniged. There should be no waste or 
misappropriation of money, but there should 
be no smaljtoiindedness and no penurious
ness where expenditure is clearly shown to 
be required.

We do not wish it to be thought that the 
mayor can do everything and have the 
whole of the city’s concerns conducted as he 
wishes. But his actual power for good or 
Harm is very considerable, and, if he is a 
man of force and character, who knows 
what is to be done and how to do it, it is 
difficult to place limits to his influence. He 
can make felt for good in every depart
ment of the city’s government. Let tbe 
electors give Victoria a good mayor, and, 
one who is abreast with the times. *

will bemore Imprimatur.to re- Victoria, B.C., Dec. 17, 1891.excuse

THE BOUNDARY QUESTION.I

To the Editor :—In one of your issues 
of last week I see that Mr. J. W Carey, on 
being interviewed by a Colonist reporter, 
totally disagrees with^ my conclusions on 
the disputed boundary question.

With all respect” to Mr. Carey, I fail to 
see wherein be invalidates my claims by a 
single jot or tittle. He dwells on the scien
tific merits of the respective American and 
British Bqpndary Commissioners and their 
instruments, and ivirtually concedes their 
infallibility, a coarse which would neces
sarily preclude all discussion of the subject 
in hand.
proofs from so many quarters uffirinatory of 
my assertions, as to «constitute, I should 
imagine, a good case for cons deration; but the 
strongest of these proofs are quirtly ignored 
by Mr. Carey. Howabout the late Judges Cox 
and Haynes ? How about th« American 
surveyor who laid out the townsite of Blaine? 
And how, oh ! how, about the statement 
of Mr. Talcott, chief engineer of the Seattle 
and Eastern Construction company, which 
is altogether in unison with my views, and, 
moreover, so lucidly/expressed that there 
can be no misunderstanding as to how the 
error in the boundary line occurred, for 
occur it did, all general assertions to the 
contrary notwithstanding.

As Mr. Carey has evidently never seen 
Mr. Talcott’s statement, I refer him to the 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, of November 
25th.

If the Boundary Commissioners could not 
err, will Mr. Carey kindly explain how it 
happened that from Boundary Creek to Oso- 
yood Lake—a distance of 30 miles—the two 
lines of survey ran parallel and over 300 
yards apart ? There they are to this day. 
Che monuments on one line are demolished, 
but the 100 feet cut through the forest is 
there, «till, an indisputable testimony that 
someone htfc tjtiqflere^, or that i.h» British 
chronometers played traitors to their coun
try. The latter is asserted by Mr. Talcott, 
and! see no reason to doubt its correctness, 
as there were no Atlantic cables or overland 
wires in those days to flash over Greenwich 
time, to verify the chronometers if they had 
made or lost time in tbe interval since they 
left Èogiand, and everybody knows that a 
very small aberration in the chronometers 
would make quite an appreciable difference 
in the latitude.

Mr. Carey says that I am two years late 
in my dates, and that the boundary monu
ments were put up in 1859. My answer to 
this is, that I will put $506 in the hands of 
Mayor Grant, if Mr. Carey will cover it 
with a like amount, I agreeing to prove 
that the initial monument,, which stands, 
to-day, at Point Roberto, was not built be
fore 1861. I will accept Chief Justice Sir 
Matthew Bailey Beg hie—if he will consent 
to act—as umpire, and, failing to prove my 
statement to his satisfaction, Mayor Grant 
will hand the money over to Mr. Carey. 
Should I prove it, of con se the stakes will 
be paid to me. In either case the Mayor to 
give fifty dollars of the amount, to the Pro
testant Orphans’ Home in Victoria, and 
fifty dollars to the Indian Missionary 
School at Chilliwack.

I will hold the proposition open for Mr. 
Carey's acceptance fot ten days from date 
of publication hereof.

Robert Stevenson. 
Chilliwhack, Dec. 15, 1891.

THE PREROGATIVE.If
ition to back up her 
necessary, or to main-

In my late letter I submitted

CABLE NE1

A Skirmlnh lu ■
London, Dec. 20. — A 

Buenos A y res says that a si 
irréd in Rio Grande do S 

federal troops und a battalia 
guard. The telegraph line ; 
prevent sending the details 
ment. Another dispatch say 
beaded by General Sarai 
Santa Victoria, capi»ol of 1 
Espirito Santo, at.d that th 
forcements are marching fro

France and I he 
Paris, Dec. 20.—Major I 

Chics g > fair commusion, 
with au Associated Press cor 
that be finds, while the Frei 
are interested in the Chicag 
tic&ily no organization exist 
art department.

beTheoretically, the

Commons, and, when they lose that confid- 
ence, tfyey do not wait to be turned 
out. They resign their § positions 
and give placé to men, who are 
approved by the representatives of the pea- 
pie. The crisis would! have to be very 

measures, for it says : grave and very urgent indeed, when a King
“Nothing could well be more unfortunate or a Queen of Great Britain would exercise 

than a quarrel between brothers, and the the prerogative of dismissing a Cabinet in 
dispute between Canada and Newfoundland the way that Governor Angers has done, 
respecting the operation of the Newfound- __ /V . , , ....
land Bait Act ia a bad example of its kind. The Sovereign has, undoubtedly, the power 
The Nova Scotian fishermen, naturally to send the members of a Cabinet about 
enough, do not like to see the Gloucester their business, but it is a power which 
fishermen given privileges in Newfoundland ,d , u exerciaed nDle!!a tbere waa an 
waters which are denied to them, fellow- 
colonists though they are; and the New
foundland Government, with equal plausi- 
bility, resents what it deems Canadian in- most difficult to imagine what a British 
terference in Newfoundland’s trade relations 
with the United States. The dispute is 
just such a ono as should lend itself to 
quiet friendly discussion. Let a round
table conference be set up at Ottawa or St.

Chronicle suggests,
>e strange if shrewd and con- 
tesnien like Sir John Thomndob

GOOD ADVICE. Disgusted Duel I
Buda Pesth, Dec. 20.—1 

lately m ni ter of natiohri 
Hungarian cabinet, and ; 
memuei i f the diet, fought 
They tired two shots with ■ 

* effect, then dropped the fii 
gust and continued the dm 
Both were wounded in th 
Baron had an ear cut off. 
result of an attack made 
the Baron in a speech.

ipaimore
The Canadian Gazette is evidently of 

opinion that gentle treatment will have a 
better effect on Newfoundland than harsh

,fll e it̂ fficult to £8ti-
vidmaté t

On the other side, the appellant produces 
a witness who values this lot at $35,000, 
and the highest price offered to the owner 
was $40,000 for the two. With such «very 
wide variations, it is difficult to arrive at a 
just conclusion, and, giving the subject the 
beat consideration I can, I think the assess
ment on lot 1,258 should be reduced to 
$36,000, or double the value of the adjoin
ing lot, in consideration of its position as a 
corner- I find no satisfactory rule of valu
ing corner lots; in the present instance, the 
assessor makes a difference of over three 
and a half times the amount, Le., as be
tween $12,000 and $42,000; in other 
the variation is only one-seventh more, and 
if this lot was valued for its frontage on 
Johnson street it would, ac ording to the 
assessor, be worth only $12,000. He claims 
his right to value as if no portion was on 
Johnson street. He may be right, but it 
appears that frontage valuation is not the 
correct mode of assessment. One witness 
(Mr. Heiaterman) stated that this lot was 
worth $50,000, and a person was prepared 
to buy at that price, but he declined to 
name any responsible person who had made 
such an offer and the owner, denied having 
ever received any such offer. His evidence, 
therefore, is far from being conclusive.

With respect to lot 162, portion 42x70H 
this was assessed by the assessor at $800 a 
front foot, but when it was shown that the 
lot which he had assessed, instead of being 
120 fr-et in depth, was onlv 70, he stated 
that this reduced the frontage value to $700 
a foot. And on this valuation there is the
»v^e”c« ,°f *>• “7ror “J “r Heiater: To this Editor :-I have read with sur- 
rR^rdTLthtotht, w/e ^allege pise your statements regarding the,?ffic

r,^,Uien™‘valuA-rhen $ wef:^tS^:no^r/“ac,d^^/r:u^
. lïTtTVS for your tear)era erasure of so maty of the

w hy abominations practised in Chinatown, and
tgfamonnteto |6 65 per aaperfimnl foot, ]; teke thi* opportunity to say I am proud 

^L7 amount, to ,hink we bfve snefa pa^r. and hqpe
tl1 T.' «very abuse broueht to your notice wiU be 

4‘>»t90 it mnnt Sforth "mm, th " -u J 0t as openly exposed. I at-o congratulate yon 
ft Ï than that son., on /ucce^ful „nd businâe-l ke book
42*70*<the have just brought out Victoria II.u,
•‘WW *»Vhht mr^ pr‘minen,ÎÿworeWthe ^gt

*°"‘d b? *2;,’2U0 T,,“. ‘hat oi tbe ^ J inten5 to „me
the present rale of assessment .6, in Ikct, no to my frienda in aU tbe Urge cries, and ex-

oi,luf:nnialioL^tdepent r,r,ny S^rr%r7uturew™!; ^s~trnTinveL.utntraaay„d^ S yourself and tbe Co,™ P ** J 

a very different value would be put on it 1*
by the owner ; if held for investment it 
would l>e estimated according to. its rent- 
producing power, and this, in many in- 
sianc -s^would be the true criterion, particu
larly if sold at auction. Again, va ue de
pends on i here being persons ready and 
willing to purchase, and, if tbere are none, 
then value becomes merely nominal.

In deciding on this question, no property 
in this particular block has been sold, but 
two wit -es-es swear that land in this block 
is not so valuable as land on Yates street, 
between Douglas and Broad streets, and 
that an attempted sale has b en made of 
land there, and, jhdging from the price of
fered at anctvm, this land is n«.fc worth 
more than $600 per foot ; this figure is real
ly in excess of the assessor’s valuation, if his 
valuation is converted into a superficial area 

I, therefore, reduce this 
ment to $25,200. The result of my judg
ment is, theiefore- Lot 1,258, $36,000 ; 
part of lot 162, $25,200.

These valuations include the improve
ments. The appellants, on paying their 
taxes on this valuation before the end of 
th^ year, will be en itled to the same reduc
tions as if they bad paid before the 1st of 
December, as there has been

v

The “ Angeles
Vienna, Dec. 20.—Paintd 

writes to the Presse that tm 
•* Angelas ” and re-selling id 
bogus transactions, being pi 
of Ameriîan art dealers 1 
value of Miller’s works. Vi 
the supposed purchaser madj 
to him, which he declined.

A General Breaks I
London, Dec. 20—The 1 

respondent at Shanghai a 
acting general of the Imfl 
thrown from his horse and 
broken. He was tbe fines! 
the Chinese army and w as a 
China will find it difficult td

French Treaty wli
Paris, Dec. 21.—The Ft 

drafting a treaty of com! 
France and the United Sfi 
pec ted that an important ai 
the subject will soon be pnbj

M. P. Charged with
London, Dec. 20.—Mr. j 

her of parliament for East 
was arrested, to day, charge 
ing Malvern College of £14 
trusteeship.

Ts Be-Establish Dipioraaj
' Rome, Dec. 21.—It is an 
Authority that diplom&tio 
shortly be established with i

Swiss Bank Officers j
Brussels, Dec. 20.—Di 

and Kling, of the general ! 
Basle, Switzerland, were a
At Ostend.

absolute certainty that the nation would be 
satisfied with tbe action of the Crown. It

cases
LABOR IN VAIN.sovereign would do in circumstances similar 

to those in which Governor Angers is placed, 
because it is impossible to conceive pf Bri
tish ministers acting in the way in which 
Mr. Mercier and his colleagues have acted. 
British statesmen are, in these days, liter
ally above suspicion. An Englishman 
would as soon think of accusing Lord Salis-

Since the above was written, the Times 
has announced the candidature of the Hon.

It appears that Mr. Blaine’s labor to 
establish reciprocity between the United 
States and the South American Republics 
and other tropical countries, has been in a 
great measure in vain. It is singular that 
so shrewd a man as Mr. Blaine did not take 
into calculation the efforts which other, and, 
in mBitters of trade, much more liberal 
nations, would make to prevent those re
publics discriminating in favor of the 
United States, 
bered that the United States is not the only 
commercial country in the world, and that 
the European customers of those republics 
would be ajb some pains to convince them 
that they would be standing in their own 
light if they treated the United States with 
nnduejfavor.

What he might readily have foreseen has 
come to pass, and the South Americans, it 
appears, have come to the conclusion that 
the Government of the Great Northern Re
public asks, too high a price for the trade 
favors which it offers. Commenting on the 

rector of the bureau of Am-

Mr. Béaven, and recommends him highly to 
the electors. We regret very much that we 
cannot agree with odr contemporary in this 
matter. We entertain a high respect for 
Mr. Beaven as a fellow citizen, J)ut we do 

bury or Mr. Gladstone of picking pocketsjnot think that he is the kindjof man which
Victoria requires for mayor at the present 
juncture.

John’s, as the 'Daily 
and it will be 
eiliatory sta 
and Sir William Whiteway do not fifid i 
peaceful way out of the difficulty. In/tuc 
meantime, only good cap come from a çeffc- 

the Judicial Committee o 
Privy Council of the question of the powers 
of Fewfonndland under the Bait Act. But 
as to the retaliation for which the NovaScotia 
fishermen are reported to be clamoring, the 
less said ot it the better. To put on a re
taliatory duty would irritate the New
foundlanders and do Canadian fishermen 
precious little good.”

It is greatly to be regretted that this 
good advice has come too late. The Domin
ion Government has taken its course, and it 
cannot now, we presume, retract.

heence to
or of stealing spoons', as of having anything 
to do, remotely or indirectly^ with any act 
that has the appearance of corruption. As 
of the two leaders, so of all the prominent 
men of both parties. It may be that some 
members of the British Parliament are con-

He might have remem-CANADIAN INDEPENDENCE.

The first sentence of an article on 
“ Canadian Independence,” in the Toronto 
Empire, of a late date, is—“ Canada is not 
dependent.” Is this true? Canada is cer- 
tainlÿ virtually independent in many res
pects. Canadians can make their own laws. 
In theory Great Britain has the power to 
refuse the sanction of the Grown to those 
laws, but it is a power that is very se’dom 
exercised. In the same way the Sovereign 
has the prerogative of the veto with respect 
to the laws enacted by the Parliament of 
Great Britain, but it is well understood that 
a law which is carried in the House o 
Commons and the House of Lords receives 
tile sanction of the Sovereign as a matter of 
course. As regards legislation, then, it is 
no exaggeration to say that Canada is in
dependent.

Canadians have the poVer of taxing them
selves, and they capnot be taxed by the 
Mother Country. Canadians make an un
restricted use of this power, and in the 
imposition of taxes pay very little regard to 
the claims which the Mother Çountry has 
upon them. “ If GreAt Britain is injured 
by tbe fiscal system which Canadians adopt 
so much tbe worse for Great Britain,” 
is the language which some Canadians 
adopt. This sort of talk does not 
sound pleasant to those who know how 
much the Mother Country has done, and is 
doing, for Canada, but it shows that, as fat 
as taxation is concerned, Canadians feel 
that they are independent. In this matter 
of taxation the colonies of the British Em
pire are much more independent than the 
“ Sovereign ” States of the Great Republic. 
British colonies have not only the power to 
imposA local taxes for local purposes, but 
they can frame their own tariffs. This the 
States of the Union cannot do. No matter 
how jealous one state may be, commercially, 
of another, and how severe the competition |

nected in some way with jobbery, that they 
get a share of the boodle which they help 
outsiders to steal; but if they do they must 
be wonderfully clever in concealing their 
tracks, for, though the press is as free in 
Great Britain as it is in any country under 

THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES, the sun, and though public men of
A11 grades and in every capacity are exposed 
to the sharpest and most searching critic
ism, it ip very seldom, indeed, that a mem
ber of Parliament gives those who observe 
his acts reason even to suspect that he 
makes use of his position to renrich himself 
at the-public expense. Such is the state of 
public ppiuion in Great Britain, that if a 
representative of the people gave the pub< 
lie good reasqp to suspect that he was, no 
matter how indirectly, a boodler, there 
would be an end to bis career as a public 
man. If such were the state of public opin
ion in the province of Quebec, Mr. Anger’s 
course would be plain and easy. The Minis
try convicted of being associated with 
boodlers and of sharing tbe spoils with dis
honest public contractors and blackmailers 
would bq driven out of office by the outraged 
and indignant nation. 4?bey would not 
dare to make their appearance in public. 
They would be followed wherever they 
went by the hoots and execrations of the 

.people. It would be, indeed, impossible to 
protect them from violence. They would 
hasten to resign the positions they had dis
graced before worse things came upon 
them. But it is useless to try to conjecture. 
how the Bfitish people would treat such 
men as are implicated in the Quebec scan
dals. A Mercier is impdasible in Great 
Britain in these days, and it is very much 
to be regretted that he is possible in Quebec 
or any other province of this Dominion.

COMPLIMENTARY.

The Northwest Territories’ Legislature is 
in session. The Speech from the Throne 
was very long and in some respects impor
tant. Owing to the changes in the North
west Territories Act, which is the constitu
tion of that part of the Dominion, the Legis
lature is invested With new powers which 
render the reorganization of the Government 
necessary. Thevrepresentatives of the people 
have now greater control than formerly over 
the money voted by the Dominion Parlia
ment, and they can enact ordinances rela
tive to the liquor traffic. Aa the provision 
of the constitution relative to the Advisory 
Council had not been repealed, theçe are 
difficulties in the way of the formation of a 
Government responsible to the Legislature. 
This Advisory Council was the bone of con
tention in the last Assembly. 
Governor could call upon it or not as 
he pleased, and it could act independently 
of the majority of the Assembly. -It was 
hoped that under the new state of things 
this Council would be abolished and that a 
constitutional Government could be estab
lished in its place. Some of the members 
imagine that the important clause in the 
Northwest Act providing for the appoint
ment of the Advisory Council was left un
repealed by mistake. This is not- very pro
bable. Its being in the Act is likely to 
cause trouble, for the new Assembly is evi
dently not disposed to tolèr&te it. The 
Governor, however, has the power of ap
pointing it whether the majority of the

* Report cf the di
bf erican republics, which the President had 

laid before Congress, the Oregonian says :
“This is comforting reading for the patri

otic American ; but there is another story. 
An unpretentious ctble dispitch, tbe same 
day, announces that ‘the Argehtine Repub
lie and Brazil hate decided to negotiate with 
Germany. Austro Hungary, Italy, Èngland 
and Belgium, for. the establishment, of 
treaties of commente.’ These, with Chili, 
which isn't likely to enter into trade 
procity with the United States, are toe most 
important countries of South America. Re
ciprocity treaties with them 
iridescent dreams of the state

BARKING UP THE WRONG TREE.
Attempt to Dynamld

Paris, Dec. 19—Clichy, a 
•f Paris, was thrown into a 
excitement, to-day, by the d 
bombs in the police statu 
fuses attach» d to the bd 
ignited, but the fire, by a 
extinguished before reaching 
with which the bombs wd 
And caused great alarm in 
it is believed it shows tm 
came in contact with the 
day determine to seek re 
some of them placed the ba 
were found in the hope of

'The Oregonian expatiating on the diffi
culty betwqpn the^ United States and Chili 
is scathingly severe on the British trades
man. This is how it demolishes the unfor
tunate and inconvenient Britisher

“ The British tradesman is a pervading 
force. His ,rancous voice is to l»e heard, hie 
smug and mot tied visage seen and bis 
etable-l*oy manners felt all over the world. 
He is becoming as universal as his softer- 
epoken s^metie counterpart and rival in the 
science of barter. From Gilraltar aroupd 
the globe back to Si-uz, he is to bo found in 
all lands and c'imf-s, bartering, colonizing, 
protecting, meddling, improving and extir
pating. I’hd lowest races he destroys, those 
a step hiuher he enslaves, those capable of 
self-government he flatters and bulliek, 
coaxes and frightens, intregues and coerces 
into commercial arrangements for his en
richment. From Drake’s time down, the 
British tradesman has led British Empire 
round the world, and it is a curious coin
cidence that his present sphere of greatest 
Activity is in the sea Drake opened to com
merce. Nearly every war in which England 
engaged from the time of E izabeth to the 
bombardment of Alexandria has had 
mercial inspiration ; has been undertaken

Capt. W. J. Brown, commodore of the 
fleet to which the unfortunate San Pedro 
belonged, is registered at the Dallas from 
San Francisco. His wife accompanies him.

reei-

are, so far, only 
parrmeut.

Mr. Blaine made a treaty with Fonseca 
when he was President of Brazil, but Fou- 
s tea's government has been upset, and it is 
suspected that our British commercial rivals 
helped to upset it. This treaty is likely to 
fall to the ground, leaving our reciprocity 
policy absolutely without fruit in South 
America.”

Our contemporary goes on to say that 
probably no rational person ever supposed 
that the* commercial nations of Europe 
wqnld permit the United States to enjoy 
exclusive trade privileges in South America 
for any length of time ; and it comes to the

de
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prevent any 
that may ne 

i abont from taking a 
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loosensnow u**d, as the hide, enabling the
animai to cas: his h 
and is also an
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r u*td, as it i< 
hide, enablii Extravagant Officer

l Berlin, Dec. 19.—Dt
fc Stettin this week, Empei

lyx the army officers a pra
■ economy. He was enteru

by the officers of the ga 
eeiving the invitation the < 
to be shown the menu can 
a number of dishes and 
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and beer.

ing
e adicrttnr t.r Buts an_

i Worms. For sale eveiy-
I where. 50c. ,
j D ck*8 Blister, 'or 
f spavins, ringbones, &c. 

tO etaDick's Ointment, for 
sores, sera tches,&c. 25c.

Dice^b Liniment is most excellent for swel
lings, bruises, scalds, sores tec., in minor 
beast, and a most wonderful euro for Rheuma
tism.

valuation. aseoei

conclusion, after all Mr. Blaine has done, 
that, so far from getting exclusive privileges 
from South America, he may consider him
self lucky if Americans fare as well in that 
part of the world as Europeans.

A. McDougall, of Vancouver, is in town.Aid. Scoullar,of Westminster, Is in town. DICK 41 CO., P.O.Box482.MONTREAL- 
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