
yow that the criminal cases i 
0f Assise are disposed of, it ma 
lo glance at some of the obstacle 
present Jury system places bef< 
of Justice. It has been, from 
dictment drawn up by ear presen 
General to tjie last criminal case, 
source of complaint, that juries id 
Island do not as a general rule pi 
duty. Prisoner after prisoner ma 
ap for trial ; the prosecution may 
ducted ; the defence by no mea 
the Judge may bave reason to s 
favorably towards the person at t 
the general understanding of tha| 
may point unmistakably to 
the Jury with probably some 
notion of phifontropby

It is" no use to blink

con

will
prisoner, 
fact. Crime m Vancouver Islam 
immunity scarcely known, 
daring the days which produced 

That oar criminal

even

Committee, 
not been excessive is owing in nod 

to evil-doers which the lawterror
ministered inspires. !n less order! 
tie», the, leniency which is here sj 
criminal, would in very little liml 
and property of very uncertain tl 
may codtinue to treat crime ini 
manner, with the same impunity i 
constitution for a time may iodl 
fljgacy ; but we shall find it I 
question of but a few short yeatj 
unrelenting arm of outraged nj 
one case as much ae in the otbj 
its retributive strokes. An il 
punished is an injury to societl 
acquitted, leaving out the moral 
predates every man’s property id 
A murderer allowed to go at lard 
mite fiai ae well as moral atmJ 

\ drive) virtu 3 to seek shelter in ttj 
ef animal strength. The laws 
come the guardian of the publia 
oar individual sacrifice of liberty 
vain, when we cannot obtain fid 
ernment security for our lives, 
would it be to go back to Rousaj 
•'state of nature, than to put np w 
mele of civilization without its d 

It is not often a judge expreJ 
dissatisfied with the verdict of a

1 he, therefore, distinctly and u 
declare» that he cannot at all c 
finding, we may conclude that t 
lo say the Least, rather a atranj 
Wednesday last, Judge CameM 
«ailed upbu.in the case of Régit 
erty, to express hie dissent from 
of the juiy. As our readers a 
well acquainted with the details 
it is scarcely necessary to do 
glance at its principal points, 
another an opprobrious epithet, 
« castigation. A little time i 
second scuffle ensues, in which 
parly’on the former occasion i 
ponent. After receiving this v 
•ltimately proves fatal, the m 
under the pain, seizes a bar ft 
and strikes the person who thns 
life. This is really 'he sum at 
of the ease. VV hat we wi 
out more especially in the 
the fallacious and dangerous i 
ward by the counsel for the pri 
coarse on ear perl is the more ne 
the fact of the jury agreeing i 
with the arguments advanced 
■ion. Mr. Ring gave the jury tj 
that if, a men brought himself, 
language, into u fight, and was 
to that be might think his life 
he had a right to get rid of his 
•tabbing him to death. If this 
couver Island justice we shall j 
importa’ion ql rowdies who w 
much better here than at Idahi 
have a habit of dealing rather 
with the gentlemen ol the knt 
On the same principle of logi 
highwayman be justified in kill 
fater who was disposed to resent 
of “ your money” by preshniini 
the robber’s head. But the evl
attempted to show that the p 
he used the knife, was in 
of his life whatever, 
feet and could have easil; 
escape.
ply cornea down to this :—If at 
fight ef his own creating gets w 
•tab his antagonist to death, ar 
jury will send him back again 
innocent ana much ill used man

He

So that the whole

In no other British Colony, w 
to eay, could such a verdict as t 
quitted Dougherty, have been ij
cause no other colonial populs 
heterogeneous a characteristic, 
■n Victoria, however, not onl; 
••ties which nationality has 
hut the community is split uj 
■t least, of fragmentary soci 
members would find snmetimei
great struggle to sacrifice one < 
her to the demands ut justice, 

•ae verdict of twelve men, 
indeed to obi

c
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TUlfl Falkland Tfffand Romance, endeavor to organise a party to embark di

rect for tit* spot, but he has never since car
ried out hie intention. He farther adds, that 
he Is so perfectly satisfied ef the existence of 
treasure within the vault,that he is now ready 
and willing, in conjonction with his two com
panions and partners, John Harrell, an Ante- 

, rican, and John McMillan, a Canadian, to
Our readers will remember the accounts repair, at their own expense, to the Falkland 

published at different times in the San Fran- Islands, and point out to any person or per- 
cisco papers, and copied by the Colonist, of 80DS deputed by the British Government, the

- “""zrr"
hoard of hidden treasure, supposed lo have 0f its contents; and to show the good faith ol 
been concealed by pirates on one of the Falk- this offer, that neither he nor his companions 
land Islands; also an additional statement in wil1 require a fraction from the Government.

-re-• f» w*y*** .h. b.,k ssyassï.

Frances Palmer was in this port, of the may be necessary to add, that Wegouer does
second expedition in search of the buried not himself possess the means of carrying oat

A crown t Averts rntvnvrrsRTnvw wealth. The following statement by the this proposition, bat will ^enabled to do so ACHOWNLABDSCOMMffleiOl,. ^icl „„ b, b,, I,,,II.,,.II .?dM=.

The l.bor. of the Crowd Land. Comm,l- b.od.rrom the parti.» concerned while in ,„d inonfer thaï the,.'”o*elher whhtîw.aîd 
tee came yesterday to a rather sudden ter- this city, will show the public the grounds Jane Jansetf, ( who, to the best of his belief, 
minaliun. The members in attendance 0D wbjch the treasure-seekers build their is still residing at Port .Stanley.) may each be 
numbered as usual just sufficient to form a hopee We may add that the statement was ?Dfsur«d .l,heir re8Pective Proportions of what 
quorum; and when one of the gentlemen .hewn last faff ti Col. Moody, who was Gov- ^"e be ’retire the iuarontoe teS 
lelt in disgust at a question put by the Chair- arDor of the Falkland Islands at the time mentioned. Lastly, Wegooer declares hi* 
man, the Committee was obliged to break up. tfentioned, and was corroborated by him in readiness to appear before Colonel Moody,
Dr. Trimble decided on holding ae more 80 far „ he was concerned, and also as re- <ahoold ,b® Co!. Moody, now of New West- 
meetipg. onjjer th. circumstance, ; and so garded^.nsgA ^0 ya, known to hit, a. a "K' bei&eiÎVÎT Tn rintS, ofl£ 
this Crown Land investigation from which porter about the Government buildings, and Island) or before Governor Douglas, or any 
eo much was expected has collapsed in the a8 having always plenty of money, which Government officer, and verify his statement 
middle of its labors. We mast say we are romor attributed to the fruits of former pi- ODOatb* with a view lo enlist, if practicable, 
not very sorry at this summary termination racy. The narrative is replete with romance ne^esTy i^limïnar".
It was quite time that a system by which and startling incidents, sufficient to afford be arranged before he and his party enter 
witnesses could say things and unsay them material for a highly interesting novel, and upon so important an undertaking, 
with the greatest nonchalance /should be dis- we commend it to the perusal of our readers : . Ae haa been previously narrated. Wegoner, 
continued. It is well known throughout _____ ’n company with a Cariboo trader, named
Victoria that persons have been questioned Statement of Joseph Wegoner aimtive of
by the Committee whose answers were just Denmark, formerly rending at the Falkland weai,b and position, who chartered the bark 
the reverse of the statements made to par- island*. , Frances Palmer, and started, under the The Duke of York, a well-known Iadian,
ties outside. The whole evidence, If we can In or about the year 1852-3 one Johnson, guidance of Wegoner in search of the hidden Lhtef ot the Clallam tribe, and bis two

,...».b,.d,e^,.0- ssyss*Be SSmS:StpSm.'SK mi*#?•rvf"ZSZ
cations and aitet allons, by such a name, is jaD<i inlands, and on bis death bed, disclosed was fruitless. Wegoner quarrelled with the c*®iDg the dignity ot their names and station, 
really of very little value in itself. No doubt to Joseph Wegoner, also a Dane, with whom mateoft.be vessel, a tyiaimieal and reckless pDt* j?ere P*ace“ by Constable Smith, of 
every credit is due to Messrs. Trimble, Tel- he bad been residing, and had become inti- character, and being afraid that said mate , ! 1 ownsend, to the lock-np. On the loi-

„d DeCoamos U. md,.,., aad ÏÏySTBÏktiftS KtS5 iti ^V'tSAtÈStTSÎ v"°cT3nÎ7
eenltou to the public besreeS*. Without a living soul except himself, and addiag, out the locality of the vault. The party 10 P®y »fioe ol $20, and Queen Victoria and 
bem we should have bad no business done ae his dying request, that as be was about to cruised round the Islands for some time, ac- JenaJ Lind were mulcted in the sum ol $10 

at all ; for the other members of tbe eom- direct hie friend to the certain means of ob companied by Mr. Lane, the Superintendent 7*, • The t vo latter paid their fine», hot the
mittee through acme mysterious inflaence «**»«“* aniadependence^ life, Wegoner oh tbe Falkland Island Company in hi- Excheïuer8 ?he

.am.inot i„._-„ ... _u„i» must failbfullv promise that his danghter, schooner, examining every spot at all agtee- Mcuequer, tne vommtssiuner levied upon
. ^ “ Jane Jansen (then single, and residing at ing with what the guide had allowed toes- hie effects, and a stud-horse was taken to

ter at any time iti the most precarious con- por, Stanley), should share equally with him- cape him, but without result ; and 8at,sty the Pea8lÿ: Constable Smith lodged 
tiition. While therefore confessing that the self and the companions he might take with acoerdiugly returned to San Francisco after l'ie money and claimed the animal. Shortly 
“ evidence” is of no great value in itself, it him, the benefit they might derive from the an absence of seven mon ths. To show, bow- ®!ler’ hiwevar, the Constable himself was
b,foiiowa ,b, «eay,
Committee bas been nmmpottant. Amidst l0 eUte : That on a certain spot on one nf who is still living at Port tanley, and took Quecn y,ct0Lr.,a immediately proceeded 
the tangled mass of straw the needle for the Falkland Isles (tbe position of which he from under the thatch some papers contain- 10 8ea[ck e “is pockets (an unusual 
which tbe public have been so long 'looking described accurately to Wegoner), there ex- ing a full and particular description of tbe occupation it must be confessed for royalty)
ha. bMD picked op. »... iÜS&SSSTS;S?^»St SXtSfbSülS^S S

been produced to justify tbe appointment of defy d8tection; that tbig vaull contained an the truth of Wt-goner’s story, determined to fbe uffioer was removed to tbe cell, where the 
more important Commission. The off- immense amount of treasure, consisting for make a second attempt. A company was key was turned upon him. and he was cun- 

banded statements of witnesses, who evidently the most pari of silver bars, packed inboxes accordingly formed and the adventure divided “r|6d until the following morning. At ten 
felt but little responsibility before the Land containing six bar. each These bar. be rep- into 2,500 share, of $20 each which were
n . resented as bearing the Spanish Crown mark, readily taken as soon as offered, as high as siz ,mal 80t ,00.0r’ 01 wti0™ LlDd
Committee, are not exactly the testimony the tbe boxes being arranged in tier., and the $60 per share being obtained for some. The was1 coostrtated fore-mau. and the charge
impoftaoce of the subject demands. In a vault eo full of .them that they ceuld not be new expedition hue been organised in a sg»™88‘be «metable was duly investigated,
matter involving ultimately probably a very mowed withootj$r6t removing the upper tier different manner.. It conniete of Wegoner the Uueea imemXwg aejudge. be proceed- 
large port,on of the ladd of the colony, th, f.om fee vaalt, and that some of tbe lower and Archibald only, who have proceeded ,o' .

t . . . . . tiers contained-boxes varying in appearance tbe Islands by way of the Isthmus and nlwT/. ,i„ i> i p„. tmere asmtrt.ons of mtereated person, are from thoee*boH, them, but what the conVent. Brazil to Montevideo, between which port, T B7^' f
clearly uosuited td the exigencies of the case, of these boxw were be was unable to say; and Port Stanley, tbe Falkland Island Com- hfLna?L^ Staltirina
It is the first important occasion on which he believed them to contain either precious pany tun a line of schooners The instruc- :n tbe Court Î ^
the public have had an opportunity ef bring- metel or c-oin- ,iona of th« aure,V° fi?d ‘he vault and Victurta-JVoirtfta / Which is the consta-
ing up tbe misdeeds of the past. The gigan - The bietorJ °^tbi8 ei°8ular affair he gave «port11,o the .1hare!ho dera il» Sen P»^o»eo. b|e here ?
ticsoheme. of land spoliation whtch have 88 a.^ may^be m substance, as follow. ; °T^ ^ been Duke-He^ in the «tofarm house.
. . . . . , , ... He (Jansen) from the earliest period to r8™»»8 ,UB r"J, __ Victoria— Of estrange nature is the suit
been carried out w,th such unblushing hardi which bis recollection carried him back, g°ne now some four months ;and ‘heir report he foUuWg. Yet in such rule, that the Siioaeh
hood, have come np lor the first time in a found himself in the position of cabin boy to 18 dallo°ked tor- 6 8 a _ f law caonot impugn him ns you do proceed,
manner, However indefinite, before a public the captain of a Piratical craft, (about tbe sponss possie.o The quality ot pire thuck is not etiafned, it
bod,. It ie therefore oecessory to deol wilh #«•tea.ITbo. ,6,0b. .«Id. the ply. -i ,b,, ood ,oto™,. bi„ ,b„ 8i„. b,m ,ho.

. .... . ships, two in number, were lying at anchor 8 aiory. _____ _________  Therefore, bmuh, though Justice be thy plea,
the ques too in an earnes spin , carrying our somewhere on the oeast of South America, e-ptirttjtattqtï op a TBSTIMO- co isider this—that in the coarse of justice 
investigations into the dark and crooked re- when they were surprised by the sudden ap- 'TtL _ DüNSMÏÏIR none 08 8^ould 869 salvation ; we do pray
cesses of"a wily and hitherto successful public pearance of a Spani.-h man of war. The «1AL TO M RO for mercy ; and that same prayer doth teach

piratical crews belonging to both crafts there- NANAIMO^____  ua al| t0 render the deeds^pf mercy. I have
The Chairman ( f the Grown Lands Com- upon hastily put toeea in his master’s vessel, Nanaimo, 20th April, 1864. spoke thus much to mitigate the justice of

reiitee will at ooce we believe make his re- P?r8ned bJ 189 «bip ot war, leaving him be- Editor British Colonist,—The miners thy plea; let us proceed to judgment.
. . L1 kehl.,e. hind, alone. He asserted, that the treasure Nanaimo entertained Mr „ R, Dunsmuir |Thc evidence was here gone into and sub

port to tbe Assembly. This report, if it inside the vault had been taken from Spanish aDtt family at a public tea meeting, held in raittad to the jury, who returned a verdict of 
■hows anything, must clearly make It neces- ships passing round the Horn, the vault having lbe In8titWfilastnight. The meeting was "guilty.”]
•ary to the Home to have a Commission, with been used for the purpose of depositing their made public, I understand, to allow an op- Victoria—Tbe intent and purpose of the 
oath administering powers, appointed to probe T'1 tb,erT b,a earliest recollection., -p0„unity U many who were anxious to par- law bath full relation to the penalty.

the only course forthe House to pursue, unless the spot.had himself, Mfctin from the vault ^uegt_ Au excellent spread of ” creature V ictorta—Soft—no haste. He ahall have 
some of the members think it necessary te some coin which was within his reach, ami comforts" was provided by some of tbe good qotbiog bat the penal y, which here ap- 
curb the inquiring spirit ol tbe inhabitants, had also taken and converted some of the.il- la,liea of Nanaimo, to which full justice was peareth due-(to the Duke) a full grown stufi 
bv coocludinc that the neoole have had suffi !er b»r8 (^hl8 »98eition being bon* out by tbe .jime. Not the least amusing of this part of the of that same man s is throe, lbe law 
by concluding ibat the people have bad suffi fact that be was always known to possess performance was tbe admittance of about allows it and 'he court awards it.
•tient peeps into tbe closets of the Island Bine means, and had no fixed occupation), but that {■„„ cbi|dreD) wbo were permitted to clear Duae—Kumtux Smith ! kaqtia ikt Daniel I 
Beard. We can scarcely fancy, however, the vault bad never bien disturbed, except the tables of the remnants left by those who Victoria—I'he twenty dollar forfeiture 
that any weighty opposition would arise io bJ bil”eeH. for about 20 years, and that what partook 0f ,be «• first course.” This they did and yet another ten comes to tlie privy cof-
the House against a recommendation to Hi. he b“< removed from il amounted to nothing witb a felisb ag keen as their appetites ap- 1er of tbe Slate, lbe law allows it and the the House against a recommendation to His in comparigon l0 the wea|lh it atill C0D ^ lo be r coart awards it.
Excellency for the appointment of a Commis- taioed. Jansen added, that the fear of detec- The tables having been be moved Mr. John O.nnes-Ay yah! Idoech skokum judge 1 
sion of Inquiry. We shall never arrive at the Hon, and the difficulty of acting single Meakin took the chair and in an amusing The court here adjourned until alter the 
truth otherwise, and the whole labors of the handed, had prevented him from removing lllauner dee|ared his inability to fulfil the patlatch it Port Discovery.

._;ii ", - . . . Som^more ef tire silver bars, and converting Dost usaigned him by bis fellow workmen. Meanwhile in constqaence ol tairpast seven mon the will be to a great extent them> but |h6f „ Wegooer cho,e_ he m1|,h, ^that he was - no spoke.,,,...,” Puma retaining the key m be, po, essore we
thrown away. Were it not for the expense take 100 companions with him, and there and bo,»ed tbe audience would “ please ex- learn that the citizens ot P..rt loWnsei.d 
and loss of lime, a Royal Commission should wotild be atnpleto make the fortunes of all.— cu>e him.” He said he bad been request d had to obtain a new key to release their cun- 
be applied for at once, lor we believe*io no To ClltlVey to b™ ao idea of the contents of lo preweut ;0 Mr. Dunsmuir the test monial stable, 
other wav will we be able to obtain a num- thti V!a,t’ he aWerrled tbal be' Wegoner, (who subdcribed by the men employed at Douglas
otner wu) will e De able to oDlaio a num w#g tlle owner of a stock sloop trading to the pit He a ,oken 0f ,be great respect they en- , . , R . Cnlumhinn thus writes
her of men sufficiently capable, honest, and Ulatids) could not remove it in less than five tertaj„ed for their late overseer He regret pondent of the British Columbian thus wr tee 
disinterested to conduct the necessary ioves- trips with his vessel. After Jansetrs death, ^ed being unable to speak as be would wish °* the new bridge now being placed across 
ligations'to a thoroughly successful issue.— Wegoner succeeded to getting to and discov- d0| and then formally presented the test.- the Thompson River :
Rnt "pvpmj it^v ;* th« inti eitni imnnrtannp ering thespwt indicated by Jansen, and com- ,n0nial. which consisted of a beautiful gold « Mr. Spence’s newbridge across theBat every day is id the mo t vital importance, mei,eed digging, the re-uli of which was that watch and chain, on which was engraved the Thompson is rregressing favorably, and if
and howeter imfficient any Colonial Com. after sinking about two feet, he struck upon lollowing inscription : . successful will soon take the.place of the
mission may possibly be we are afraid the the vault, and laid a portion ol it bare; he u Presented to Rooert Duosmoir by the pre8ent ferry and will be a benefit to the
experiment muat be tried. A recommanda- f,,und it to be very massive, constructed of miners ot Nanaimo as a token of respect." traveling public, although the ferry ie in
tioc must be made to His Excellencv hr tbe 5,,ock*‘ 8l',ne' h'mly clamped together wi h h£r, Dunsmuir rose and spoke to substance ipiendld working order, and with the new

^ ? iron bolts, but, after uncovering it a distance somewhat as follows : boat take on an eight ox or mule team
House to do that wb-cb should have been „f about 25 leet, he faded in reaching the en- Mr. Chairman ladies and gentlemen, I am aod crogs lkeig without difficulty or danger,
done a; the outset, appoint a regular Com- trance, and as be had left two men who had quile at a ^ t0 express to you my feelings « A large amount of speculation is going
minion wilh the necessary powers. Had accompanied him, waiting with the craft, at the present moment, and my thank» iur on as to the probability ol a bridge standing
the Downing street Cokmial Office shown a ant? r®^1 no" the valuable testimumal you have so kindly wben tested by a rise of sixteen feet of water

f . satisfied of the existence of the vault, he re- prtigeuted to me this eveureg. Valuable as durillg the fre*hela of ,ummer a8 about „ne-
" he of that ability dyplayed in every p|aCed the earth, and returned to Port Stan- lbe testimonial is~il is not it* vaine l speak fltth of the breadth of the current is taken up 
other Depart ment of Stale, a Commission ley. Subsequently to this, the fact ot the ex- 0f_but the value it has in proving your good by tbe piers, the supposition being that the 
fmm England would long since have been '8,ence of toe treasure somewhere, became feelings towards me, and which has created Cioss currents and eddies caused by these
appointed, and this vexed question settled to :io,s,ed abr<«d; and ,b9 i» 'U8 6*«iye and thoughts that can nev-r „hs„ac,ions will undermine the piers, us they

... . .. , .. „ . .. Iallli8- wh"8e name Megooer believes, was be effaced Irom my raemery. When Iwe - , d on a bottom oom nosed of bookletsthe satisfai tion of the colonists. Bat the Colonel M.redy, issued a p.iblfc notice, offer- aiDO,igsi you I little anticipated this kin:'n a , * P composta
crop oi •• Barniicles” seem to flourish just aa ing one third of the amount to the person or ol lnat [ bed guiued eo much ol your respect 
well in tue murky atmosphere of Lindon, as peisons who should disclose the secret. We, M exhibited towards me this evening, aod of
in the more serene climate of Vaueouver K0“er8'y8 lh»t he made application to the whjcb 1 feel justly proud. Hail I been leav- Spring Races are likely to be a sue ess so
■r* •'«> ja“iCssXw,eS:hU:"is i-r- -to
plethoric body called the Vancouver Island amount, but tout such was not furnished, and \ hope I shall remain many years among concerned. Yesterday afternoon some X 
public ie left to work oat its own salvation finding himself eo closely watched that be yon, and atill retain your goodwill as a neigh race,e 888emt>led. on th"„ Beau< °
L..„ indolence mo,. ~oU b.^, ,om.i.t,,b= .po, .Hb.o,dm {£ u„ „„,b."„LlS%.t.Mhmmk.o rSSSSlLrSK:^ ^
than Indian cunning. tecuon.he proceeded to Caitforma, there to 0f respect ; and indeed to all present here to their exert,ou. on the 24tn May.

4: £)
—-

@h( M'rrhlg Colonist. steps. There is ao part et tiré Island is 
which he need be over 30 miles from the 
«ee-ooest ; and game is te be found, no 
doobt, throughout ila length and breadth. 
There will be no want ef volunteers there
fore fer tbe expedition ; bat it will require a 

. very eareful and jediciona selection to get 
hold of men qualified in every respect for the 
undertaking. Whether, however, the public 
will be able to raise eafficii nt fends te carry 
out a properly organised scheme, a few days 
will, no doubt, discover. In the meantime, 
we would urge on every property-holder in 
the place tbe necessity of contributing bis 
utmost to a project that will more than any 
other undertaking give stability to the place;

this evening, their presence hère 1 am sure I 
may alko read aa a kind wish towards me. 
Let me ooce again thank yon sincerely, aad 
believe me aineeie, when I wish each 
see of yen heeltb nnd prosperity, (net far- 
getting yoer wives aod children,) in your 
daily toil.”

[Mr. Donsmnir, it weold seem, gave every 
satisfaction to the men under hi. charge 
daring the time he superintended tbe mins» 
here, and he having resigned tbe eituatisn, 
th* workmen decided to present a testimonial’ 
aa the best way to mark their appreciation of 
his conduct]

Tbe chairman proposed “ three cheers for 
the Queen,” which were heartily given 
music-‘God save the Queen,” alter which' 
three cheers were given for Mr. Dunsumir 
the guest ef tbe evening, music, - He’s » 
jolly good fellow.”

The Rev. Mr. Good and the Rev u.

An Extraordinary Statement Piracy In 
the olden time-Wealth untold Con
cealed in a Vault—The Recent Efforts 
to find It

'Tmeeday, April 36, 1864.

another attempt at explo
ration.

Above all the topics that have been worn 
threadbare by the press ol Vancouver Island, 
the exploration of the colony oertaibly stands 
pre-eminent. For thé last four years the 
eobject has been dinned into Legislative and 
Executive ears, until the public baa come to 
the conclusion that both these branches of 
Government have been afflicted with that in
curable deafness which ie said to attack those 
who are not disposed to hear. Whether tbe 
land speculators in the House were afraid 
that a proper exploration of the Island might, 
by unfolding a greeter area of agricultural 
land, reduce the vaine of those thousands of 
acres held in tttsW hands unproductive; or 
whether the tluflàîm's Bay Company had got 
some of their numerous traps for catching 
those rather valuable animals—tbe wildlands 
cf the oohmy—hidden In the interior, we 
cannot eay; but certes a most determined 

' aland was taken to ihave the interior rigidly 
tabooed. The late Governor alluded in al
most every one of his opening speeches to the 
desirability of having tbe Island explored.— 

• Tbe es'imates were sent down with an ex<-

fellow.”
Rev. Mr. Good and the Rev. Mr 

White, each at tbe request of the chairman 
made observations suitable to the occasion 
a oil showered euloginms upon the hoiored’ 
guest in an earnest and well-directed 
ner. mac»

A change in the programme was here an
nounced. and in a very lew minâtes the foU 
lowers of Terpsichore were euj tying their 
favorite amusement. Dancing was kept np 
till .midnight. Three eheers for the mueict* 
ans q|osed an evening most agreeably and 
pleasantly spent. Yours,

ap:*#

A Naxaimoitb.S'
A DANIEL COMB TO JUDGMENT.

Quekn Victoria, tub Dukb or Yoat 
Jenny Lind, and thb Constablb or Port 
Townsknd.

From passengers who arrived yesterday 
from Puget Sour.d we gather that an inci
dent occasioning considerable amusemen 
occurred on Thnrsday week at Port Towe. 
send

ploration item of $3,000; but the Assembly 
generally managed to mix it np with the 
road appropriation, so that the ill-used 
non-producers would have high-ways 
or rather bye-ways that ‘‘started from 
eowhere. and led to no place," 
■made through their densely crowded bat 
sparsely populated sections of laud. The 
Executive did not seem exceedingly enthu
siastic in the matter, and perhaps was quite 
satisfied, if not indeed highly pleased, that 
co definite action was taken on the question. 
A small spasmodic effort was made last year 
to penetrate a portion of the interior, but it 
ceuld scarcely be called an “ exploration."

- $2,506 have been voted this year, but the 
earn is totally inefficient to effect anything. 
We have now e une to the sixth year of the 
Island’s civilizfd existence,—a period daring 
which small men have become great, and 

1,1 straw ” men wealthy,—but tbe knowledge 
<etf trer small territory of 18,750 square miles, 
is bnt.very little increased since Vancouver 
sighted the place over eighty years ago. No

- wonder His Excellency Governor Kennedy, 
a few days since, was compelled to acknow
ledge this Condition of things to be disgraceful. 
We can, indeed, scarcely imagine that any 
population boasting, of Anglo Saxon energy 
and adventure could have sat quietly down 
in a corner of this small Island, satisfied that 
it had accomplished glory enough by patting 
ap a number of brick and wooden houses on 
a pleasant and picturesque site. We must 
confess that our neighbors across the Straits 
would have shown more enterprise in this 
matter, and would have been led, if for no 
ether object than to satisfy Yankee inquis
itiveness, to explore the country, so as to 
calculate as well as “ guess ’"something like 
an approximation of its mineral, timber, and 
agricultural resources.

Tbe offer, however, which His Excellency 
makes, places this much neglected question 

very different footing trom that which it

ii
!

i

on a
formerly ITelJ. Exploration is no longer to 
toe left to the tender mercies ot the House of foe.
Assembly, whose members have garotted the 
subject every time it came up. and by sheer 
force robbed it of the amount intended for its 
special use. No more lake-warmness ie lo 
be exhibited by tbe Executive on this im
portant matter. His Excellency shows that 
hie speeches are not to be taken as mere 
formalities, but that when he says a thing 

he means it. He desires te see tbe Island 
explored ; and knowing tbe wretched, dawd 
ling policy of the Assembly, he at once as- 

the responsibility of applying a por
tion of the Crown Land revenae to that 
object. According to his remarks on 
Wednesday last, published in the Colonist, 
he is willing to co-operate with the 
people in this natter, and contribute a earn 
equal to dguble the amount raised by public 
subscription. This offer, coupled with the 
desire to have the scheme projected and car
ried out by tbe people, evinces a liberality of 
disposition, and a soundness ol judgment, 
which the public at large will no doubt show 
they appreciate, by maturing a proper sys
tem of exploration at once. The season is 
auspicious, whether we look at it in ao astro
nomical or business point of view, ai.d all it 
iequires is a free expression i.f public opinion 
on the question, that will leave no*,room for 
cavilling afterwards. This is a matter in 
wh ch every mao in tne colony should feel 
interested; the public money, as well as in
dividual contributions is, involved, and any 
partia.l or confined expression ol public 
riment should be earnestly deprecated.

Tbe money required to carry out a pro
per scheme of exploration, will cot fall far 
abort of $8000. This amount would give us 
hrec exploring parties for three months, pro

perly equipped and provisioned, 
these parties can be termed consistent with 
efficiency the better. Large prospecting 
parties are both cumbrous and difficut 
to provide for. and have been the great mis
takes io other countries. Here, of course, 
the risks and hardships ol exploration are 
reduced to a minimum. There is no want of 
wnter, wherever th# traveller directs his foot-
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