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rions for it to be held up wherever it may be and examined and
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necessary,

arrived at with the dfficials of the Newfoundland Government Ra

who do all in their power to assist the work of the Committee. !
The table of statistics published below speaks for itself. The fact

that during the period of the Patrol’s operatiori——-H vears—no less a

aumber than 11,532 fires have been reported and extinguished or

average of 824 a year, speaks volumes for the necessity of a fire patrol

if not checked at the very start. Thanks very largely to
satisfactory condition and handiing of the locomotives and to the bet- hcip’/ one
ter condition of the railway line, due to the removal of many of the ‘others.
old rotten ties and the destruction of the slash (though in this last complicated p
respect much yet remains to be done), and due also to the

awakening on the part of the public to their responsibility as regards of .a huge

becoming less frequent, but the principle of “safety first”
nore, perhaps, in forest fires than in anything else, and it is only
‘ncreasing vigilance and the elimination of all possible fire risks

this more satisfactory condition can be maintained. The organsation of politics.

by part
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being careful, the number of fires reported is steadily decreasing 'growing out of the political situ-

Fires of a really serious nature, or that assume large proportions are ation made by the war.
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Few persons in the coyntry have any idea of the
-importance of the work of the Fire Patrol of Newfoundland which
represents the only organized effort towards the preservation ¢f our
valuable forcst areas, one of our most important national assets. An
ivterectirl(T pamphlet has just been issued by the tire Partrol for the
purpese of showing the public just what is being done in this direction
and the manner in which contributions towards the movement are

being expended.

The Association dates from the year 1910.
indiviauz! etforts had been made fo inaugurate a Patrel,
spring of that year a meeting of representatives of Timber Licenses
was convened in St. John’s by #fe Dremier Sir Edward Morris, now
Lord Morris, with an object of forming an * organised associatioa tc| yee
protect the timber limits of the country from fire. Since that time
the Government have maintained their interest in the movement, and
the Minister of Agriculture and Mines has always
position of Chairman of the Fire Patrol.
through- the Country by train cannot fail to| be

that ¢ime
hiit in the

Before

Any traveller passing
be struck by the continuous trail of burned land on both sides of the
railway. At the time of the formation of the Fire Patrol all Limit

Holders wers at the mercy of thagmany fires which constantly origin- | {ai

ated from the railway, and so the main object of the Patrol authorities| ~operty,
>xperience teaches us a little more regarding the most effective

was—and has continuad to be—the patroiling of the railway Ll\nf‘ ir an
organised and systematic manner after the passing-of chh train, so
as to extinguish and fight every fire that occurred. The scope nf the
Patrol has naturally been limited by its finances; but each ycar a]Mi
stretch of railway-—some 282 miles long—-from Burten’s Grade on
the west to Gemp Fond Grade mear Port Blandford on the east; has

been patrolled.
The Fire Patrol is financed partly by an annual contribution from

hoped t
the absolute necessity of the work and will support it
occupied the| more funds are available so the sceape of the Patrol can be
inore sections of the railway can bé patrolled and more attention

juented by sportsmen, localities favoured by lioliday maker
new roads, etc.
il to realise the terrible danger of forest fires both to

sconomical means of fighting
zerous spots lie.
ines, the Government Engineer, and the Railway
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be held tight the organisation must be maintained at the height
iciency.
Appended is a list of fires reported since 1910
Year No. of fires No. of fires per
extinguished mile patrolled
1919 718 2.55
1911 940 3.33
1912 968 3.43
1913 i275 451
1914 1134 4.01
1915 755 2.67
1916 845 '2.99
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923 159 .56
The extent of the Patrol’s operations in the p,.sf'H’zTQ of necessity,

NN W W W
O© ~N NN W N
W N~ v 0N

\een restricted by the amount of funds available for the work. As has by the report rhm Sienor YMusso-

n mﬁmmmd the number of SlleL‘lberb has been very small. It i
at Xs<time goes on more and more limit holders will realis
financiallv. A

paid to other dangerous places such as trout stgeams,
, sites 0
At present a very large majority of trmel]er% entirel
but the public mind can be educated to realise it. Each year’

the danger, and where the most
The Government Department of Agriculture an

yperate promptly and willingly with the Patrol Committee in its-work. | LugLe Assembly this may
Viuch has been done in the past, but there '
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There is clearly no reason
:at all for these ‘suspicions. The
msubstantml grounds on which
£ thev are based may be indicated

Ramsay
'ment.)

irritated because Mr

S lini  was
¢ MacDonald on h1< assumption of|
gs to

. In any case
ha

S mtlce sent greetin

a
e

should place our reiatmns
£ ,with Italy on a frank and friendiv|y
Y footing before open discussions|ir
paramoun’
S question of the settlement of
If it is true that Signoy
ided to fellow

(

Mussolini has deci
d‘Mr. MacDonald’s lead and’
(in pergen the next meeting

attenc
of the
prove
\‘gﬂ‘q
‘cance.

9%
News and Common Sense.

the Government and partly by the voluntary subscriptions of timber
limit owners. The Goverament originally contributed $4,000 annually
and this amount has now been increased to 36,500 a year. The sub-
scriptions from individual limit holders were originally based or ar
average rate of 66 cents a square mile, but unfortunately some cub-
scribers have not seen their way to maintain this rate. Many
holders who enjoy the protection afforded by the Patrol
nothing. It must be rememebered that limits at a distance from the
railway are protected just as much as those which are close to it

subscribe | 4¢
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The last meeting of the W
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day, when all outstanding minutes rhe
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) will announce iis
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Government House at noon to-

because it is impossible to'say to what distance and extent a forest

fire will spread unless it is checked. It is the earnest hope of the Com-

inittee that all limit holders in tie Country wili eventuully be broughli

to see the necessity of supporting financially the work of™ the I-‘i:cl
———Patrol.

The Patrel is under the management of a Controlling Committee
which is elected at the annual meeting of representatives of licensees,
and others interested held in the Department of Agriciulture andl_
Mines, St. John’s, towards the end of each year.. This Committee!
elects its own Chairman and Secretary, and arranges all details in
cofinection with the Section. The area patrolled is  divided into
twelve sections, and a local Supermtendent is appointed in charge of
eath Patrol. Superintendents of sections are elected as far aspos:
sible from responsible people directly interested in timber and most
of these gentlemen give their services free. Each Superintendent
engayges his own patrolmen, supervises their work, and forwards their
reports to the Secretary of the Committee. In ‘addition the Com-
mit‘teelemploys a travelling inspector who is constantly travelling
over every part of the patrol area, and is in touch with the local |
Superintendents. :

In its early days the Patrol was carried out entirely on foot, but
after some years the present system of small one-man cars, known as J‘g
velocipedes, was intboduced and it was found that with the help of
these men could follow the trains much more quickly and so arrange

%

FOR SALE 8!
Three ch Schooncrs

With.equipment complete in every detail, namelv the

“Gander Deal,” “Gull Pond” and Convention Fifteen.”

All three about sixty-seven tons each. Launched in the
‘all of 1923.

These schooners are in Al condition and are ideal-

Labrador schooners.
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! Byron and Greece. ¢
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a more effective patrol with less labour and léss cost, as one man on
a'vdocipede can now do the work of two on foot. Each year the
number of velocipedes has been increased until finally it is hoped that
almqst the whole area will be patrolled in this way, though on certain
sections owing to the constant curves and bends of the line it may be
fouxid desirable for reasons of safety to retain the foot patrol. As
the‘yéars have gone by the Committee has constantly endeavoured to
mprove the working system. Efforts have been made to dxspose §vs- :
temﬂ:ca!ly of the brush and slash left lying along the right of way by
bumiﬂg it at the safe seasons of the year. Pamphlets calling atte.mon'”
to ﬁ;z dangers and ruinous loss caused by forest fires are providéd in
all jﬂssenger trans Warnisgs against the danger of throwing lighted
diga&‘ettes ¢igars and matches from trains are displayed in all smoking

‘tinents. A veryv thorough inspection is made perlodlcallv by .the
oﬁ'ifcials of the Government Engineers Department of the aehpans and
ecréen nettmgs in_the smoke stacks of all locomotives and in this con-
nectten any engine which is found to be setting a number of fxres is at
oﬂu reported by wxre to the Government Engineer, who gives instric-

wmmmmmmm is apparently not the only one
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Herring Neck, Twillingate, Explonts up till 5.00°
p.m. Friday, Ma) 2nd; “sailing North Sajurday.
May 3rd.
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‘Greece has unyeiled at Missolorighi
" whlch is there. Byron’s fina! rest-|;
7g rlace is in the family vault is
‘the parish church of Huckwill Tor-
|kard, Notts, where many of his
lancestors and his mother are
burled The spot is marked by o
1scuare slab of rosso antico pre:
;sented by the King of Greece. Rut

“the Greeks insisted yon having £

‘his heart,” writes Mr.” W. Bailey
iKempling.in The Fortnightly Re-
,view; “it is buried at Missolongh}
beneath a magnificent monument
- The effigy of the poet, girt' in aca-
' ic robe, looks toward Athens

S
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