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fast line service, which would have
into Wm tion last May, would have .::5
for impressing itself on the on
miaking for itself a line of commerce of

sympathy was put out of sight for the
Mm yheau’omof the rire in the price
of material. Certainly; and now the hon.

his portfolio so far as that is concermed,
after all these attempts have been made,
the hon. gentleman comes down this year
and says: Oh! It is all out of sight now on
acconnt of the war which has taken place
between Great Britain and the South Afri-
can Republics. But if the hon. gentlemen
that are on this side of the House had re-
mained in power, a fast line service would
have been in sight, in action, in operation;
and if the hon. gentlemen had followed the

of what was laid down for them in
that case as they did in,s0 many other
cases, we would have lﬂ a fast line ser-
vice to-day; and, Sir, own volunteers
would probably have gone to the seat of

._.| war in our own swift ships with the Cana-

current year, they are going behind.
%&uﬂl y;roduct:y have di
, decrease within t

with the last six :
products named.

~ EXPORTS TO GREAT BRITAIN.
Cattle.. .. oo .. .. ..$7,177,588 &,

Horses.. <« ...

Wheat.... .. oo oo oo
Wood and timber.. .21,166,303 18
of these hon. gentlemen
their remaining in power
at burst of trade, why is

ave been firmly seated
that these ex-

topped by $5.200.-
. ent which will
the gain of 1899 over 1808
gain. It is a gain which
government and any country may well
be proud of; but we derive no g f
advance the real
fnterests of this country by representing
our trade any larger than it is, so far as
its real value to the country is concerned.

MEASURED IN VALUES NOT IN

7/414,273 5983232

If the i
into power, and
it, since they
power for the threecﬁ{e
ports have commen to go
not far more common sense like to say that
governments may come, and governments
may go, but unless ]
tratiop ,»re radically 4 :
like C..r .da, with its enterprise, its pluc
neral diffusion of knowledge, and ite
general business activit
of production will go z
year subject -to those changes which take
place in trade in every count
of forces within the country,
forces entirelv outside the country, but i
either case, largely beyond the
the government to affect or mitigate.

OVERNMENT HELPED

ow, T want to call the attention of my
. friend. the Minister of Finance to
another point. When “be is-talking of the
trade of 1899 being so ‘much greater than
the trade of 1895, has he never realized
the fact that he is i

trade and mot volume

e -a rough illustration, ‘suppose that in
1895 there was exported
20,000,000 ‘bushels of wheat at $1 a bushe
that would swell our exports by

uppose that in 1880 we expo eq

unt, 20,000,000 bushelgg but only at a
valuation of 50 ‘cents per bushel, our export
trade would then show $10,000,000 less on
exactly the same amount of sweat and la-
bour and toil represented in the production
of wheat in the country. The difference in
taken inta account as well
as the difference in volume.
ing that that was the difference in value
between 1895 and 1899, but simply use it
for the purpose of illustration.

I am going on to» make two more state-
As every financier knows, there is
5t up in the old country and in the Uni-

States, and to a certain éxtent in this
what is known as a barometer’ ot
from year to year. ~There 13 none
etter on this continent than that kept.by
index of prices
15 known and relied upon all ever this con-
For the last fifty years they have
taken the prices of some 96 or 100 staple
articles, arranged their system in a series
of .index numbers, which show the differ-
ence in prices from year to year.
will go to October, 1890, you will find that
the index number is 105,996.
ing to take up time explaining the techni-
of this system, but will

ation and admims-
" ged, in a country
from this country - o T

these great lines
rward year aiter

1 am not stat- | HAS THE G

Now, while I am on this point, let me
drive 1t home, so far as 1 can, b
additional arg . g
ran all the way through my hon. friend’s
After this, therefore, on

speéech was this:
account of this, or, as the
post hoe, ergo propter b i
because-we introduced our policy,
therefore, these . things have happened.
have taken_the leading lines of production,
gand read the results in figures.
one say, with regard to the mines, any act
of administration or any initiation of this
ent has given an impetus to the

what would have been givep df this Gov-
ernment had not be
miner’s tools any cheaper than they wore
No, Sir, he is paying on his iron
and his steel, from 25 per cemt to 200 jper
cent of an increase over what he was pay-
ing before these gentlemen eame into pow-
er, because the prices of these
have been by that much enhanced. Does
he get cheaper food?
the prices of his food are about level with
those he paid before. Are his clothes any
The staple articles in this res-
value.. Has he any
roducts? Not one.

eai construction
merely give the figures, an
tleman who wishes to look into it will very
soon find out the basis on which the thing

price number was 105,996,
gone down to 71,672.. What
mean? It means that the average value. ot
articles in October 1890, takin
end kinds; was 47 per cent higher than in
If any one attempts
the values in the Trade and
eturns, that the purchasing,
, the exporting and buying capa-
of this country are so much less in
15895 than in 1890, he will 1
idea of the difference.
comparative value; and
d out what the trade of 1895 was as
compared with the trade of 1890, he has to
-compare the levels of value in each and the
difference between the two levels, as shown
Bradstreet’s index, is 47 per eent.
pose we work that out, Taking the actual
exports and imports in 1895, their valuation
in Canada was $203,504,332.
to find what the value. of that 1895 trade
would have been according to the prices of
October, 1800. We add 47 per cent, which
§= $05,645,000, and you have $299,150,000
what would have been the value o
trade of 1895, had
tained in October,
see the point. Seme one says:
because -the books
u‘e‘ th'nnh'i'nf. 1390. R
light of this index, by saying:
; v¥ , the producti

ing and the buying

. try, is actually
its trade, than

In 1 it had

i

I think not; I think

pect, have increased in
enlarged market for his ;s ]
He meets the same difficulty in his export
of the finished article—what he may hao-
et no adequate | pen to finish on this side of the line, 8o i1r
He has to take the i
if he wants w

meet is as keen as v
ted, hon.-gentlemen have at last paid tie
silver-lead bounty, but that was planned
y the Liberal-Conserva-
it went out of
wer. Therefore, my hon. friend has sim-
carried out the legislation he found at
84, go through the whole of the
miner’s outfit, and his work and condi-
tions, and we see that no legislation made
this Government, and no conditiors
which exist to-day on account of such legis
lation, makes the miner’s occupation
more favourable one than it was . before,
Ask the same questions with reference to
the fisherman, ask the same with refer-
, ask the same with
reference to the farmer—and, by the way,
there is an additional point with reference
to the farmer, which I
tle later.:.It is a significant fact that whe
h the returns of trade an
ou will find, that in the larg
what the farmer has to buy has appreciate
‘the main stock articles
that he had to sell have depreciated i

and provided for b
tive Government

t the level at-

) volume of this coun-

r in 1805, measured by
in 1800, and you get at
something like a fair comparison by taking
of the different years into ac-
bringing them to the same level

that rule to 895, and

with 1899. In 1899 the prices
cent higher according to the
#o that if you woudd
parison, you would have
to the trade figures ot
would give an addition of $34.-
And in comparing 1805 with 1809,
nd exports of 1895, instead
$203,000,000, would read $238
ntmt: t:_ne facts .i:.:p
this point, that we have
austed the sub

varied rates.of prices in these
year as our trade history
to apply the differ-
“as compared with
the $64,600. to

shall speak of a lix

in price, while
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THE FARMER PAYS MORE.
Sir, there is not-a

;

L3
:

gentleman con-
will attempt ta
i ¢ ill find
hat rule on both sides
rule

ble, and in some
emphasi. diminution in the prices that
the farmer gets for
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some exceptions
of the list, but

82
8
H

his products. Take

TEe
®o. ig&

o
8

I

m and English flags wavi‘n" at the mast-

Now, Sir, the basis of all this increased
trade is to be found, as I have said, in the
previous steady and long continued prepar-
ation. When the opportunity came what
did we find? Fast lines of railway making
their way dcross this continent, opening up
almost every field of development as re-
gards wheat growiug, cattle growing and
g;?dm of all kinds.” These, Sir, had been -

ilt. on_lines of policy laid down by the

-Conservative party, interfered with,
orponed, ridiculed and fought by hon. gen-
tlemen opposite, individually and as a par-
ty. found in this country a widely
extended industrial estahlishment built up
on the lines of an adequate protection
which these gentlemen fought against,
which they ridiculed from 1878. to 1896,
which they declared when they got into
power they would destroy, but which, after
they have come into power, they have kept
up at about the same general level. In that
respect as well there had been a long period
of preparation so that when the time came
they found all these establishments mann-
and ready to work, ready to add to
their power and to their output. So to-day
we have this large industrial activity and
prosperity in the country because of the
foundation and preparation period under
th«l‘. Liberal-Conservative party and their
policy.

ONE CAUSE OF PROSPERITY.

Bir, there is another regson, and I think
it is worth some attensfn. One cause of
the unexampled prosperity of the last three
years is due to—what? Is due to what
always takes place in a period of enforcea
economy. For the country as often for the
man, a Feriod of enforced econdry is a
period of strengthening for better future
o‘)erationn. Every man who understands
plant_life knows that if he wants to_ pro-
duce a stocky plant he has to eut off the
shoots, to cut off the buds and branches,
even ﬂmugh it break his heart to do it, to
allow it to make root room and ther
strength for the days to come when it will
astonish him by the vigour of its growth
and the freshness of its bloom. It is true
with the country and with the business
mam:- The enforced economy from 1892 to
1895 has been a strengthening time for the
business backbone and power of the coun-
try. But, it did more. There never was a
period in the history .of Canada when
stocks in this country were at a lower ebb
than in 1805. Every bit of old iron that
could be worked up out of a railway store-
room was worked up instead of putting in

w stock; every'bit of stock that could be
5(! out of the shelves was sold out rather
than put in new stock. Manufacturers
cleaned out their lofts, their garrets and
theff cellars, sold everything that they pos-
sibly could., so that in this eountry there

was what vou might call a hungry man’s
appetite. What hapvened then? The turn
of the tide came. There was an increased
roduction stimulated by-an increased price
or cereals and cattle. That caused an in-
flow of money into the country, that called
for. greater producing power, greater trans-
rtation facilities, caused greater demand
;::r new stock to replace the old stocks in
the stores, and taking all that into consid-
eration. every man knows that 2 large
part of this extraordinary*activity of the
last few vears has been expended in filling
the void which was created- in the period
up to 1895. Why do I mark that? Because
1 think it is the part of wisdom to recog-
nize that these booming times are not go-
ing to go on always. These large manufac-
turing plants, which are now bending
every muscle; with orders six- months and
a year ahead, will, with the powers of de-
velopment amnd of production, their mil-
lions of capitals, soon reach the point of
satisfying the demand of the store-
rooms and the larders, but they will ex-
ist, and with their immense producing
power, - they will become competitors in
well supplied markets, and then will come
a different state of things from what we
have to-day. Now, you go and place your
order. The man says: am full; 1 want
more, 1 have no power to do more.
But my{)e six months, or a year, or maybe
a little longer than that from this time,
these voids will have been filled, this de-
mand will have been overtaken by the
supply and then these greatly i
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NTINUATION OF GROWTH.

Sir.thepointlwiahedtomkemm
in these great staple products of agricuiture
which are typical of the others, there was
before these gentlemen came into po
Jarge and increasing export, and
has taken place since, has bee
tinuation and extemsion under better con-
ditions of consumption and purchase the
world over, in these same commodities. It
vou take the United States market; which
has mo legislation such as these gentlemen

The hon. Minister of Marine and Fisher-
ong list, but I have jes (Sir Louis Davies). l'pukmg

few items which I will read. ormed
the New York prices as

, this disparity and dis-
week in January for eac S
and 1900:

be dome away with.
how it was donme away
iable and free imports mer-
for consumption, the per-

ted
t Britain and the U. 8. was

country by Grea

"L
223
-
- rﬂvﬂppsga

Seocood

P Bt
= B! BERR

“ .. 10.00
(per 100 1bs.). 110
e LR
Crude petroleum (brl.) 0.94%
Ben;\ed petroleum (per

.

Great Britain ....36.3¢p.c. 0.7 p.c. %‘:n'{c
United States ...43.28 p.c. Q.‘n p.c. 6.45 p.c.
FREE GOODS.

rotective policy and a large
trade, which 1s
due to none of the causes that
men seek to bring as the reasons for the
increase of our export trade with Great
Britain_during the. ps
many, Delgium,
European cou

Jast three or four years.

Sugar (muscovado). .
Sugar (standard granu-
lated) .. 3.7

8= BEEsgEz

-

Instead of giving the various articles made
have mentioned only the raw
basis of manufactures. Generally the prices
articles which are bought have
in accord with the increase in
the articles which I have read.
point it is certain that if the farmer to-
prosperity it is not because
in the first place, less taxation is taken out
of him by the present financial legislation—
not because the general revenues to which
he contributes are less; for they are more
—not because he is getting a higher price
for his staples; but he is prosperous be-
cause he is gett
what he has to se
quantities, and in many respects of a better

ade of stuff for the market that he raiséd
before; he is producing more.

TRADE WITH GREAT BRITAIN.

Now, Sir, finishing that part of the sub-
! come to the question of our
trade with Great Britain, upen which we
have a pretty strong di ¢
ed opinion between the Finance Mimster
and gentiemen of business experience and
capacity on this side of the House and
in the count
and the right
ment, and 1
whole, take the
trade with Great

Loss. three years. Ger-
Great Britain .. ..2219p.c. 150 p.c. E::c.
United States ...6407 p.c. M@ pe. 336 pe

trade, during t} ¢
TOTAL IMPORTS. It is characteristic of business

ver. 1 think, therefore, li\”"

preference these hon. gentienen
have given in the first piace,
small effect upon the imports
Britain into this country, and has had
no effect upon the exports

U2 pec 6B pe
e Y

..3L15 p.c. v

. 50.80 p.c. 59.24 p.o- 8.46 p.c.

Great Britaln ..
Unfted States .

{
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i
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A GREAT OPPORTUNITY LOST.

ter opportunity had ever

| better opportunity ever
-=u offered within the
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itain is due to the
ference which is given under the tari
1897, as worked out.in 1898 and 1800. The
view I would take of that is this: So far
as imports are concerned, there is no doubt
a quickening influence” fél
the slight practical
made to the British expo!
dian market; but the main increase w¥
Great Britain is an increase which Greal
‘Britain participates
of the general increase of Canadian trade,
both as to imports into this country and
exports from this country. That propesition
I think I shall abundantly prove. hile
practical differential
favour of the exporter from Great Britain,
that is to -a large extent offset by the
greater distance and larger cost which ‘is
attendant upon imports from that country.
,The ‘longer time that it takes to fill orders,
and the competition with he
petitor, the United States of America, for
all kjnds of textile goods, have worked in
the past and will work for the present and
the future to a certain extent against im-
rts to this country from Great Britain.
\ow, what is held with reference to this
matter? First, let me notice .a most won-
derful argument addressed
hon. gentleman who leads the
people of Bowmanville in Oectober, 1809.
' immense, and [ venture
“ intelligent audience there,
the Premier was endeavouring, as usual, to
draw the credit to his Government for the
great increase of trade between Great Bri-
tain and this country, on account of the pre.
ference policy which had been adopted, and
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wr. take the figures
Navigation Retnras,
‘and see whether or not there

mal in&ma.iJg of exports from
Great m,
crease of exports from Canada to
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r to the Cana-
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see what effect that will have in stimulat-
ing imports from Great Britain to tku-&o‘:z
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To all countries .$109,707,806 $137,360,792
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Th figures from the blue-books
of Canada, show that whilst there was a
large increase in our exports to Great Bri-
tain, that increase was not nearly so
as the incréase of our exports to r
every one of the other principal countries
with which we trade.
other countries was there any generous
a preference given to

by the right odehed  with very

t out on more
nes than one. What is one of the first ef
fects of this cut of 33 1-3 cents, made hori
gontally, without discrimination as to ar
ticles. It is that it places articles of luxury
lowest on the list of dutiable
nto this country. 1f the 33 13
effective, it lets jewellery 1
20 per cent. Jt lets manufactures of gold
ver used by rich people in at
cent.; it lets in silks, which are u :
the wealthy, at 23 13 per cent.; it lets in
at 23 13 per cent.; it lets in panos
per a-t.;.itw in porcelain

£
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In none of these

feeling aroused b
them which would make them buy
And yet, simply in the
the expansion ot
has been a percentage of in-
crease in our ekports to these countries re-
presented by the figures

of our exports.
course of trade and with

The merchants of England, the men
who have to buy articles in the mar-
kets of the world, no longer go to the
United States to make their purchases.
1 Canada, and this is the
direct result of our preferential tariff.

Now you have to stop and think over a
statement like that before you really take it
in. To think that any man leading a party
of average business intelligence, who had
kept himself at all in eyrrent with
ness of the world, would, before an audi-
ence of three thousand intelligent people,
with newespaper reporters on each sid
him, make a statement of that kind, almost
passes belief. Let us analyze it. Under this
new policy, “when the people
want to buy anything in the mar
world, they no longer go to the
States of America—they come to
and ‘this is the direct result of our prefer-
ential tariff.”

BUYING FROM THE UN['I:ED STATES.
Well, Sir, we will take the facts

I have already
being of aston-
It does not destroy

1shing proportions.
that argument in the least to say that our
trad? with other countries is com
The increase is -there,
‘principle upon

They' come to

FH
ie%

on exactly the same
an imcrease occurs in every case—

general
take the case of the
States of America;
know that’ they had
last year of any yvear in their
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