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Hocarorumes or 3: poliuleal held h-d 
returned a Liberal-Conservative Govern- 
ment to power, we should have had one 
dollar less raised from the mines in 1899, 
one dollar less brought from agricultural 
products, one dollar less from animals and 
their products, one dollar more from fish- 
eries — in which hon. gentlemen opposite 
had a decrease—one dollar less from the for- 
ests, one dollar less from the manufacturée 
of thia country? This is a plain, common-

- putting it. If tie Liberal-Con- 
" come to power in 1896, 

have raised in the

China * Japan . 2,671,418
Switzerland .. . 332,120

and carriage of goods are concerned. So 
with reference to the mechanism of tran- 
sport, nothing that them hon. gentlemen 
have done yet. has added to the facilities 
for trade and commerce.

A FAST OCEAN SERVICE.

But they did one thing. Sir. They found 
at their hand when they came here a con­
tract ready to be signed which would have 
put into operation an ocean fast service in 
May of last year. Everybody knows what 
with the developments that have taken 
place since in this country and outside, 
what an immense sweep of advantage a 
fast line service, which would have gone 
into operation last May, would have had 
for impressing itself on the world, and on 
making for itself a line of commerce and of 
communication, with success almost from 
the outset. That hon. gentlemen have torn 
up. They tinkered with a brokers’ firm 
for months and months, and then came 
down and told this House that the fast 
line project with which they were in great 
sympathy was put out of sight for the 
moment, because of the rise in the price 
of material. Certainly; and now the hon. 
gentleman comes down with bottle-necked 
and bottle-nosed ships that have been can­
vassed over and over again, and I am 
afraid that the travelling minister has lost 
his portfolio so far as that is concerned, 
after all these attempts have been made, 
the hon. gentleman comes down thia year 
and says: Oh! It is all out of sight now on 
account of the war which has taken place 
between Great Britain and the South Afri­
can Republics. But if the hon. gentlemen 
that are on this side of the House had re­
mained in power, a fast line service would 
have been in right, in action, in operation; 
and if the hon. gentlemen bad followed the 
lead of what was laid down for them in 
that case as they did in.so many other 
cases, we would have had a fast line ser­
vice to-day; and, Sir, our own volunteers 
would probably have gone to the seat of 
war in our own swift ships with the Cana­
dian and English flags waring at the mast- 
head. •

Now, Sir., the basis of all this increased 
trade is to be found, as I have said, in the 
previous steady and long continued prepar­
ation. When the opportunity came what 
did we find? Fast lines of railway making 
their way across this continent, opening up 
almost every field of development as re­
gards wheat growing, cattle crowing and 
produce of all kinds. These, Sir, had been

Othering to the 
who utters it. 
single moment deny__  
but I deny that it is so great as hon. gen- 
tlemen have stated, and I think that one or 
two sober words may as well now be heard 

<’. by this house and this country with regard 
to that. My jubilant and hon. friend, 
the Minister of Trade and Commerce, when 
he was in Massey Hall, declared with a 
great flourish of trompeta that the total 
trade of Canada in 1899 was $90,000,000 and

. over greater than it was in 1896. Trade 
end commerce reporta, when they come 
down, reduce that to $82,600,000. That is 
-the first moderate reduction. But there are 
other things to be taken into account. What 
is the real index of the prosperity and 
growth of Canada, so far as her productions 
and her commerce are concerned ? It is the trade shown by amount of the importe for 
consumption in the country on the “ 
hand, and the amount of the exporta which 
are the products of the country on the 
other hand The trade which rushes 
through a country is of some service to some parties; but it is not to be taken into 
serious account when you are trying to get 
down to the basis of a country’s greatness 
and If you take the dutiable 
SUSS a and the free goods imported 

into this country for home consumption, 
you will find that the imports were just 
about $44,000,000 greater in 1899 than they 
were in 1886. If you take the exports of 
home produce, you will find that they were 
$27,600,000 greeter in 1899 than 1896. 
Taking these together, the total Canadian

x trade, in and out, is $71,700,000 greater in 
1999 than in 1896. So that we reduce the 
amount first from $90,000,000 to $82,600,000.

-: and then to $71,700,000. But, further, if you take only the actual merchandise im­
ported for home consumption, and the 
domestic exports (deducting the corn, which 
is brought into this country and entered 

for home consumption, but which, goes out 
a foreign product), that figure is again 

reduced to about sixty-five - mil­
lion dollars, which represents about 
the real amount of the trade, export and 
import, on the basis which I have laid 
down, as the gain of 1899 over 1896. Well. 
Sir, that is a great gain. It is a gain which 
any government and any country may well 
be proud of; but we derive no benefit for 
ourselves, and we do not advance the real 
interests of this country by representing 
our trade any larger than it is. so far as 
its real value to the country is concerned.

States for these products. Well, Sir, the 
policy was introduced. In 1891, there was an export of bacon to the extent of 8.000,- 
000 pounds. In 1896, that had increased to 
47,000,000 pounds, an increase of 500 per 
cent. The latest year, 1899, shows an export 

of 111,800,000 pounds of baeon. What han- 
pened was this: In the first place compe­
tition from the United States producer of 
pork and meats, was dull. The producer 
here got hie home market to a large ex- 
tent, and be built upon that basis, and it 
was that-which enabled him to reach out 
to the British market, until to-day, the 
ment producer here has practically his own 
market, and has also an opening into the 
markets of Great Britain. Now, if we take 
the exports of grain, you will find that in 
1801, 2,000,000 bushels were exported; in 
1996, 11,000,000 bushels were exported; in 
1898. 30,000,000 bushels were exported; and 
in 1899, 22,200,000 bushels. Summing, it 
up, the increase between 1891 and 1897. 
in the exports of cheese, was 
46 per rent., of bacon 040 per 
cent, and of trains 410 per , cent. 
The increase from 1897 to 1899, in cheese, 
is 15 per cent, in baron. 89 per cent, and in 
grain, 27 per cent. The decrease between 
1899 and 1898 is, in cheese, 5 per cent.; 1"

o.o

Total .. - $110,597,480 $134,051,598 
Decrease. *

to
Summed up, that means that ear increase 

in imports from Great Britain was 124 per 
cent.; from all countries with which we 
trade, » per cent.; and from the United 

8 So that, so far from there being an abnor 
mal increase in our imports from Greet 
Britain, the percentage of that increase has 
been almost the lowest on the list.
very much lower than that of I 
great countries with which we trade.
Iremember the hon. Minister of Trade 
and Commerce saying, not long ago, that 
there was an export from Great Britain in 
a certain year, of $66,000,000, and to the 
United States an export of $44.000.000. 
while we only bad an import of $32,000,000 
from Great Britain, compared with the im- from of $58.000,000 from the United States. 
He declared that that was a gross discrim- ination against the trade of Great Britain

and
the other

sense way of - 
servatives had 
what barrier would they e 
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workers of the forest, of the workers m the 
sea, of the workers in the dairy, farms and 
ranches, and cattle ranges of the country? 
Would they have opened up any fewer mar­
kets than hon. gentlemen opposite have
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opened up? Would they have built any 
fewer railways, would they have subsidized 
and kept running any fewer steamship 
lines? In what way, let hon, gentlemen say, 
world their coming into power have exer­
cised any effect to destroy production in any 
of these forms? Answer that, as honest 
men. You will say: We are party men, 
but we know quite well that if you had 
come into power these things would have 
gone on just the same. If that be your 
answer, then, for pity’s sake, do not spend 
two or three hours in making what is sup- 
posed to be s budget speech into a hustings 
appeal to the country for credit for having 
done that which it is perfectly clear you 
did not do.

WHY DID IT HAPPEN? 4

Did it all happen because these hon, gen- 
tlemen came in? Then, let us see what 
has happened since. What has happened 
within six months, up to December 
31st, 1899. Why, the mining products have 
gone off by a million dollars, the 
fisheries have kept about stationary this 
current year, they are going behind. Agri- 
cultural products have dropped bv $5,200.- 
000. Here is a short statement which will 
show the decrease within the last six 
months of 1899 compared, with the last six 
months of 1897 in the products named.

EXPORTS TO GREAT BRITAIN.
Cattle..................................$7,177,533 $5,391,544
Horses,......................................941,193 479,223
Wheat..................... 7,414,273 5,983.282
Cheese.....................13,458,844 12,112,649
Wood and timber... .: 21,166,303 18,099,240

If the coming of these hon. gentlemen 
into power, and their remaining in power 
caused all this great burst of trade, why 18 
it, since they have been firmly seated in 
power for the three years, that these ex­
ports have commenced to go down. Is it 
not far more common sense like to say that 
governments may come, and governments 
may go, but unless legislation and admintis- 
tration are radically changed, in a country 
like Car .da, with its enterprise, its pluck, 
its general diffusion of knowledge, and its 
general business activity, these great lines 
of production will go forward year alter 
year subject to those changes which take 
place in trade in every country, by reason 
of forces within the country, or even of 
forces entirely outside the country, but in 
either case, largely beyond the power of 
the government to affect or mitigate.
HAS THE GOVERNMENT HELPED

MINERS.

He said:
There, if you will, is » genuine practi- 

cal discrimination to an enormous 8%: 
tent against England and in favor of the United States. I have always said that 
the national policy was a Yankee device copied from the Yankees, and in fact * 
benefit to them chiefly, end here is a 
proof of it.
The hon. Minister of Msrine and Fisher- 

ies (Sir Louis Davies), speaking at a great 
meeting in London, informed the people that, under the policy which his Govern- 
ment had adopted, this disparity and dis- 
crimination would be done away with. 
Well we will see how it was done away 
with. Of dutiable and free imports mer­
chandise entered for consumption, the per­
centage contributed to the trade of this 
country by Great Britain and the L. S. was 
as follows:

cen

These, I may say, are all prices taken out 
of the tables of the Trade and Navigation 
Returns, and consequently are the figures 
upon which are baaed the values in our re- 
ports.

With reference to the prices of articles 
that the farmer has to buy, I have a very 
long list, but I have culled from it some 
few items which I will read. These are 
the New York prices ss given for the first 
week in January for each year, 1896, 1899, 
and 1900:

grain. 26 per cent. ___ ‘
CONTINUATION OF GROWTH.

Sir. the point I wished to make was, that 
in these great, staple products of agriculture, 
which are typical of the others, there was 
before these gentlemen came into power, a 
large and increasing export, and that what 
has taken place since, has been but the con­
tinuation and extension under better con­
ditions of.consumption and purchase the 
world over, in these same commodities. I 
you take the United States market, which 
has no legislation such as these gentlemen 
have here, which has none of the inspirit- 
ing effects of their guiding policy, and which 
has a very high protective tariff, you had 
that in 1890, the exports from the United 
States amounted to $857,000,000; in 1895, 
they had gone down to $824,000,000; but in 
1899, they had increased to $1 ,300,000,000, 
under a large protective policy and a large 
expansion of the export trade, which is 
due to none of the causes that hon. gentle- 
men seek to bring as the reasons for the 
increase of our export trade with Great 
Britain during the past three years. Ger 
many, Belgium, Italy, Austria, all the 
great European countries have had this 
large expansion, both of export and import 
trade, during the last three or four years. 
It is characteristic of business and trade 
the world over. I think, therefore, 1 have 
mid enough in this respect to show that 
the preference which these hon. gentlemen 
have given in the first place, has had but 
small effect upon the imports from Great 
Britain into this country, and has had prac- 
tically no effect upon the exports from 
this country.____

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY LOST.
No greater opportunity had ever offered, 

possibly no better opportunity ever will 
offer than was offered within the last three 
years to the right hon. gentleman who leads 
the Government to get from Great Britain 
and all the colonies a modus vivendi with 
reference to trade matters which, on some 
fair and reasonable principle, would he mu­
tually beneficial to all. Events move rapidly. 
Who would have thought, three years ago, 
that the relative position of Canada and 
the Empire would be what they are to- 
day. The Queen’s Jubilee, the breaking out 
of the war between the South African Re­
publics and Great Britain, and the conse- 
quest great outburst of loyal and patriotic 
feeling has brought sentiment into a state 
of ripeness which is favourable to the opéra­
tion of changes that three years ago would 
not have been looked st by public men in 
Great Britain and perhaps not by many 
public men in this country. And it was * 
pity of all the pities that the right hon. 
gentleman did not carry out his pledge to 
the people of Canada. It was a pity that the 
did not put himself end the premiers of 
the others colonies, at Mr. Chamberlain « 
direct request, into a commission for taking 
over and arranging this matter if possible 
on some reasonable basis. Never before had 
there been such an opportunity, and it may

THE COUNTR
The Cost of Mr. Tar

Down the 1
In the summer of 11 

Israel Tarte resolved that 
gulf would do him good.

The expense is recorder 
General's report (page ( 
Provisions..........................
Provisions............................
Laundry................... ....
Tableware............................
Rug............................ .
Mattress......................................
Three cape........................
Three sweaters............ .... 
Napkin rings...............
Four rubber coats. . .. 
Two alpaca costs.. .... 
American flag................. .
Six rugs.............................  
Sundries.. ..'...............
Various items...................

Total................ .......
The Auditor-General 

Minister's provisions, 
sweaters, coats, rugs, etc 
to the following services 
Repairs of Piers, P. E.
Harbours and rivera in 

time Provinces.. ..
Harbours and rivers in 
Harbours and rivers el

1895 1899 1900
Leather (oak tan) ..* 0.27 $ 0.31 $ 0.38
Rubber ....................... 0.73 0.94 1.04
Rice ............................... 0.0414 0.05% 0.04%
Manila .........................0.04% 0.06% 0.14%
Sisal ............................ X 0.02% 0.05% 0.094
Pig Iron .......................10.00 10.85
Bar iron (per 100 lbs.). 1.10 1.05
Billets........................... 13.00 16.85
Crude petroleum (brl.) 0.94% 1.19
Refined petroleum (per , 
gal)...........................0.06.9 0.08%

Sugar (muscovado). .. 3.63 3.81
Sugar (standard granu­

lated) ........ ............. 3.74 4.73

25.00 DUTIABLE.
By 1896 1390. ,L Loss.

Great Britain ....36.24 p.e. 38.77 p.C. Gain. 
United States ...48.38 p.e. 49 73 p.C. 6.45 p.C.

FREE GOODS. #?

By 189 1800. Tomb.

Greet Britain .. ..22.19 p.e. 15.70 p.C. Gain. 
United States ...64.07 p.e. 73.43 p.C. 3.36 p.e.

TOTAL IMPORTS. 

By 1898 1899. ,Loss.
Great Britain .. ..31.15 p.e. 24.72 p.e. Gain." 
United States .. 50.80 p.e. 59.24 p.c. 8.4 p.e.

I think these hon. gentlemen were very 
wrong in denouncing the national policy as 
the Yankee device, on account of its dis 
crimination. They were either wrong in 
doing that, or they have shamefully nesicct 
ed their duty, for if they have any differ 
ent machinery from the Yankee device, it has theeffect, not of mitigating, but of en- 
hancing the discriminations which they say 
”^ much with reference to the imports. 

But, if their argument fails on the question 
of imports, what can we say of it with re 
gard to the exports, when they attribute the increase, so far « Great Britain is con- cerned. to the preference which they have 
given British imports into this country: 
One can see that there is some reason in 
supposing that the preference, however, 
small, on the imports from another coun- 
trv, will lead to an increase of these im­
ports, but it is verr difficult, on business 
principles, to conceive how it is possible 
that any large extension shall be made in 
the export trade on account of the prefer 
ence giver the imports. Well, what are 
the facts? Suppose wr take the figures 
from the Trade end Navigation Returns, 
end see whether or not there is an abnor- 
mal increase of exports from Canada to 
Greet Britain, as compared with the in- 
crease of exports from Canada to other 
countries.

2.50
35.00

1.66

0.11.
3.88

4.85

Instead of giving the various articles made 
from iron I have mentioned only the raw 
basis of manufactures. Generally the prices 
on staple articles which are bought have 
increased in accord with the increase in 
the articles which I have read. On this 
point it is certain that if the farmer to­
day is having prosperity it is not because 
in the first place, less taxation is taken out 
of him by the present financial legislation— 
not because the general revenues to which 
he contributes are less; for they are more 
—not because he is getting a higher price 
for his staples; but he is prosperous be­
cause he is getting a ready market for 
what he has to sell, snd he is raising larger 
quantities, and in many respects of a better 
grade of stuff for the market that he raised 
before; he is producing more.

TRADE WITH GREAT BRITAIN.
Now, Sir, finishing that part of the sub­

ject, I shall come to the question of our 
trade with Great Britain, upon which we 
have a pretty strong divergence of express­
ed opinion between the Finance Minister 
and gentlemen of business experience and 
capacity on this side of the House and 
in the country. The Finance Minister 
and the right hon. leader of the Govern­
ment, and I suppose the party as * 
whole, take the ground that the added 
trade with Great Britain is due to the pre- 
ference which is given under the tariff of 
1897, as worked out in 1898 and 1899. The 
view 1 would take of that is this: So far 
as imports are concerned, there is no doubt 
a quickening influence felt, on account of 
the slight practical reduction which is 
made to the British exporter to the Cana- 
dian market; but the main increasewith 
Great Britain is an increase which Great 
Britain participates in, as the result 
of the general increase of Canadian trade, 
both as to imports into this country and 
exports from this country. That proposition 
I think 1 shall abundantly prove. While 
there is a small practical differential in 
favour of the exporter from Great Britain, 
that is to a large extent offset by the 
greater distance and larger cost which is 
attendant upon imports from that country. 
The longer time that it takes to fill orders,

built on lines of policy laid down by the 
Liberal-Conservative party, interfered with, 
opposed, ridiculed and fought by hon. gen­
tlemen opposite individually and as a par­
ty. They found in this country a widely 
extended industrial establishment built up 
on the lines of an adequate protection 
which these gentlemen fought against, 
which they ridiculed from 1878 to 1896, 
which they declared when they got into 
power they would destroy, but which, after 
they have come into power, they have kept 
up at about the same general level. In that 
respect as well there had been a long period 
of preparation so that when the time came 
they found all there establishments mann­
ed and ready to work, ready to add to 
their power and to their output. So to-day 
we have this large industrial activity and 
prosperity in the country because of the 
foundation and preparation period under 
the Liberal-Conservative party and their 
policy.

ONE CAUSE OF PROSPERITY.
Sir, there is another reason, and I think 

it is worth some attention. One cause of 
the unexampled prosperity of the last three 
years is due to—what? Is due to what 
always takes place in a period of enforced 
economy. For the country as often for the 
man, a period of enforced econonry is a 
period of strengthening for better future 
operations. Every man who understands 
plant life knows that if he wants to pro- 
duce a stocky plant he has to cut off the 
shoots, to cut off the buds and branches, 
even though it break his heart to do it, to 
allow it to make root room and gather 
strength for the days to come when it will 
astonish him by the vigour of its growth 
and the freshness of its bloom. It is true 
with the country and with the business 
man. The enforced economy from 1892 to 
1895 has been a strengthening time for the 
business backbone and power of the coun­
try. But, it did more. There never was a 
period in the history of Canada when 
stocks in this country were at a lower ebb 
than in 1895. Every bit of old iron that 
could be worked up out of a railway store- 
room was worked UP instead of putting in 
new stock; every bit of stock that could be 
sold out of the shelves was sold out rather

MEASURED IN VALUES NOT IN 
VOLUMES.

Now, I want to call the attention of my 
hon. friend the Minister of Finance to 
another point. When he is-talking of the 
trade of 1899 being so much greater than 
the trade of 1895, has he never realized 
the fact that he is speaking about values 
of trade and not volume of trade? To 
take a rough illustration, suppose that in 
1895 there was exported from this country 
20,000,000 bushels of wheat at 31 a bushel, 
that would swell our exports by $20,000,000. 

Suppose that in 1889 we exported an equal 
amount, 20,000,000 bushels, but only at a 
valuation of 50 cents per bushel, our export 
trade would then show $10,000,000 lew on 
exactly the same amount of sweat and la­
bour and toil represented in the production 
of wheat in the country. The difference in 
value must be taken into account as well 
as the difference in volume. 1 am not stat­
ing that that was the difference in value 
between .1895 and 1899, but simply use it 
for the purpose of illustration.

I am going on to make two more state- 
ments. As every financier knows, there is 
kept up in the old country and in the Uni­
ted States, and to a certain extent in this 
country, what is known as a barometer' at 
prices from year to year. There is none 
better on this continent than that kept by 
Bradstreet. Bradstreet's index of prices 
is known and relied upon all over this con­
tinent. For the last fifty years they have 
taken the prices of some 96 or 100 staple 
articles, arranged their system in a series 
of index numbers, which show the differ­
ence in prices from year to year. If you 
will go to October, 1890, you will find that 
the index number is 105,996. I am not go­
ing to take up time explaining the techni­
cal construction of this system, but will 
merely give the figures, and any hon. gen­
tleman who wishes to look into it will very 
noon find ont the basis on which the thing 
is worked. In October, 1890, the index 
price number was 105,996. In 1895 it had 
gone down to 71,672.. What does that 
mean? It means that the average value of 
articles in October 1890, taking all classes 
and kinds; was 47 per cent higher than in 
1895. If any one attempts to show, by 
simply taking the values in the Trade and 
Navigation Returns, that the purchasing, 
producing, the exporting and buying capa­
bilities of this country are so much less in 
1895 than in 1890. he will get no adequate 
idea of the difference. He has to take the 
comparative value; and if he wants to 
find out what the trade of 1895 was as 
compared with the trade of 1800, he has to 
compare the levels of value in each and the 
difference between the two levels, as shown 
by Bradstreet’s index, is 47 per cent. Sup 
pose we work that out. Taking the actual 
exports and imports in 1895, their valuation 
in Canada was $203,504,332. We now want 
to find what the value of that 1895 trade 
would have been according to the prices of 
October, 1890. We add 47 per cent, which 
is $95,645,000, end you have $299.150,000, as 
what would have been the value of the 
trade of - 1895, had prices kept the level st-
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Now, while I am on this point, let me 
drive it home, so far as I can, by a little 
additional argument. The assumption that 
ran all the way through my hon. friend’s 
speech was this: After this, therefore, on 
account of this, or, as the Latin has it, 
post hoc, ergo propter hoc---because we 
came in, because-we introduced our policy, 
therefore, these things have happened i 
have taken the leading Unes of production, 
and read the results in figures. Will any 
one say, with regard to the mines, any act 
of administration or any initiation of this 
Government has given an impetus to the 
opening of mines, or the production of 
minerals in this country, different from 
what would have been given 4f this Gov- 
ernment had not been in power? Are the 
miner’s tools any cheaper than they were 
before? No, Sir, he is paying on his iron 
and his steel, from 25 per cent to 200 per 
cent of an increase over what he was pay­
ing before these gentlemen came into pow­
er, because the prices of these articles 
have been by that much enhanced. Does 
he get cheaper food? I think not; 1.think 
the prices of his food are about level with 
those he paid before. Are his clothes any 
cheaper? The staple articles in this res- 
pect, have increased in value. Has he any 
enlarged market for his products? Not one. 
He meets the same difficulty in his export 
of the finished article—what he may hap- 
pen to finish on this side of the line, so Ur 
as his lead is concerned. Has 
be diminished competition ? No, 
the competition he tins to 
meet is as keen as before. As I have sta- 
ted, hon. gentlemen have at last paid the 
silver-lead bounty, but that was planned 
and provided for by the Liberal-Conserva­
tive Government before it went out of 
power. Therefore, my hon. friend has sim­
ply carried out the legislation he found at 
hand S3, go through the whole of tie
miner’s outfit, and hie work and condi­
tions, and we see that no legislation made 
by this Government, and no conditions 
which exist to-day on account of such legis- 
lation, makes the miner’s occupation a 
more favourable one than it was before. 
Ask the same questions with reference to 
the fisherman, ask the same with refer­
ence to the lumberman, ask the same with 
reference to the farmer—and, by the way, 
there is an additional point with reference 
to the farmer, which I shall speak of a lit­
tle later.: It is a significant fact that when 
you go through the returns of trade and 
business, you will find, that in the large, 
what the farmer has to buy has appreciated 
in price, while the main stock articles 
that be had to sell have depreciated in 
price.

. THE FARMER PAYS MORE.
Now, Sir, there is not a gentleman con­

venant with business that will attempt ta 
deny that general.fact. You will find 
some exceptions to. that rule on both sides 
of the list, but the rule is clear that there 
is a perceptible, and in some instances, 
emphasized diminution in the prices that 
the farmer gets for his products. Taks 
1899 into account, and here is a sensible 
increase in what the raster has to pay for 
what be uses. Everything in the Shape of 
iron, nails, wire, coal oil and all that, a 
great part of which the farmer has to use 
in his business, has gone up from 60 per 
gent, to 150 per cent., or 200 per cent.; 
whilst on hie staple articles there has been 
s decrease in the prices which he obtains. 
I have here an illustration of that taken 
from my hon. friend’s report. In 1894 we 
exported to Great Britain $6,316,373 worth 
of cattle, valued at . $78.43 per head; in 
1895 we exported $6.797,615 worth of which 
the value per head was $79.16. In 1896 
the value per head was $72.40; in 1897, 
$56.70; in 1898, $60.63; in 1899, 861.75.

There, on very large exports of a staple 
product of this country, the price per head 
has fallen, although the exports of the num­
ber of cattle have gone up from 80,000- in 
1894 to 115,000 in 1899, though by the way, 
1899 shows a diminution of about 7000, head of cattle as compared with the year
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Exports to Home Products P.C. Exports 1896 1899 Increase.
Great Britain .. ..$62,717.941 $95,113.681 %
Argentine ......................431.097 646.070 43
Belgium .......................... 95,328
Hawaii.............. 31,876
France ......................... 543,886
Germany ......................606,919Holland ...........................62,440
Italy .................................56.759
Japan.. ....... ..... 8.148
Norway & Sweden. 41.262
British W. Indies . 1,627.388
Spanish W. Indies. 978,589_____
United States .. .. 34,460.428 34,766,995

be many years before such a
portunity will be found again. I do not 
propose to say much more with reference 
to this question of preference. It is evident 
that the preference of 12 1-2 per cent, did 
not have much effect. It is equally evident, 
from the statistics, that the preference of 
25 per cent, did not have very much more 
stimulating effect. Hon. gentlemen have 
gone to the extent of adding another third 
and bare made it 33 1-3 per cent. We will 
see what effect that will have in stimulat- 
ing imports from Great Britain to this coun­
try. But this is s matter which, I think, 

* should have been approached with very 
greet care and been thought out on more 
lines than one. What is one of the first ef­
fects of this cut of 33 1-3 cents, made hori- 
zontally, without discrimination as to ar- 
tieles. It is thst it places articles of luxury 
about the lowest on the list of dutiable 
goods coming into this country. If the 33 1-3 
per cent cut is effective, it lets jewellery
at 20 per cent. It lets manufactures of gold 
snd silver used by rich people in at 20 per 
cent.; it lets in silks, which are used by 
the wealthy, st 23 1-3 per cent.; it lets in 
laces st 23 1-3 per cent.; it lets in piano» 
at 20 per cent.; it lets in porcelain goods 
at 20 per cent.; it lets ribbons in at 23 
per cent.; it let. shawls and rugs in at 20 
per cent.; it tote in watches at 16 33 per 
cent.; it admits high class worsted goods st 
23 13 per cent.; velvets at 30 per cent.; 
Brussels carpets at 23 1-3 per cent.; cot- 
tons, gray and white, at 16 33 per cent., 
and coloured cottons at 23 1-3 per cent.

It is an acknowledged principle in the 
levying of tariff rates in every country that 
what we call the luxuries of life, which can 
be afforded by the rich and not much 
wanted by the poorer classes of people, shall 
pay a higher percentage of duty. Under this 
cut, if it be effective, these articles will be 
amongst those which pay the least duty, and 
our fermera and artisans will not derive 
any benefit compered with that derived by

favourable op
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petitor, the United Stales of America, for 
all kjnds of textile goods, have worked in 
the past and will work for the present and 
the future -to a certain extent against im- 
ports to thia country from Great Britain.

133,139 1,500
120,344 190

1.725,321 6
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than put in new stock. Manufacturers 
cleaned out their lofts, their garrets and 
their cellars, sold everything that they pos- 
sibly could, so that in this country there 
was what you might call a hungry man s 
appetite. What happened then? The turn 
of the tide came. There was an increased 
production stimulated by an increased price 
for cereals and cattle. That caused an in- 
flow of money into the country, that called 
for greater producing power, greater trans­
portation facilities, caused greater demand 
for new stock to replace the old stocks in 
the stores, and taking all that into consid- 
eration, every man knows that a large 
part of thia extraordinary activity of the 
last few years has been expended in filling 
the void which was created in the period 
up to 1895. Why do I mark that? Because 
I think it is the part of wisdom to recog­
nize that there booming times are not go­
ing to go on always. These large manufae 
taring plants, which are now bending 
every muscle; with orders six montha and 
a year ahead, will, with the powers of de­
velopment and of production, their mil- 
lions of capitale, soon reach the point of 
satisfying the demand of the store- 
rooms and the lardera, but they will ex- 
ist and with their immense producing 
power, they will become competitors in 
well supplied markets, and then will come 
a different state of things from what we 
have to-day. Now, you go and place your 
order. The man says: I am full; I want 
no more, I have no power to do more. 
But maybe six months, or a year, or maybe 
a little longer than that from this time, 
these voids will have been filled, this de­
mand will have been overtaken by the 
supply and then there greatly increased 
productive energies will be #i the market 
still to produce to the extent of their 
plants if they.can. the competition in their 
field of trade will bring down prices, and 
it will consequently act as in every cycle 
it has acted and reacted. The hon. Minis-

24To all countries .$109,707,805 $137,360,798Now, what is held with reference to this 
matter? First, let me notice a most won­
derful argument addressed by the right 
hon, gentleman who leads the House to the 
people of Bowmanville in October, 1899. 
Speaking before an immense, and I venture 
to think, a very intelligent audience there, 
the Premier was endeavouring, as usual, to 
draw the credit to his Government for the

There figures, taken from the blue-books 
of Panada, show that whilst there wasi 
large increase in our exports to Greet Bri­
tain, that increase was not nearly so large 
as the increase of our exports to nearly 
every one of the other principal countries 
with whieli we trade. In none of these 
other countries was there any generous
feeling aroused bv a preference given to 
them which would make them buy more 
of our exports. And yet, simply in the 
course of trade and with the expansion of 
trade, there has been a percentage of in- 
crease in our' exports to there countries re­
presented by the figures I have already 
given, some of the increases being of aston-

great increase of trade between Great Bri­
tain and this country, on account of the pre­
ference policy which had been adopted, and 
he said this:

The merchants of England, the men 
who have to buy articles in the mar­
kets of the world, no longer go to the 
United States to make their purchases. 
They- come to Canada, and this is the 
direct result of our preferential tariff.

ishing proportions. It does not destroy 
that argument in the least to say that pur
trade, with other countries is comparative­
ly small. The increase is there, and it is 
on exactly the same principle upon which 
an increase occurs in every care—that is, 
the principle of the general expansion of 
trade. Why, take the case of the United 
States of America; does my hou. friend 
know that they had the largest exporte 
last year of any year in their history, end 
that a larger proportion of these exporta 
went to Great Britain than in any preced­
ing year? And yet, Sir, no preference has 
been granted by the United States upon 
British importe; snd I suppose there has 
been no answering throb in the great, gen- 
erous British heart which would cause the 
British consumer to buy United , States 
goods because of the inestimable benefits 
conferred upon his country by the Dingley

tained in October, 1890, Hon. gentlemen 
see the point. Some one says: Your trade 
is diminishing because the books in 1895 
■how less value than in 1890. I answer 
him, in the light of this index, by saying: 
No, the activity, the production, the ex­
porting end the buying volume of this coun­
try, is actually higher in 1895, measured by 
its trade, than in 1890, and you get at 
something like a fair comparison by taking 
the prices of the different years into ac- 
count and bringing them to the same level 

each case.
-- "Suppose we apply that rule to 1895, end 

then compere with 1899. In 1899 the prices 
were 17 per cent higher according to the 
index than in 1896, so that if you woudd 
make a fair comparison, you would have 
to add 17 per cent to the trade figures of 
1895, which would give sn addition of $34,- 
700,000. And in comparing 1895 with 1899, 
the. imports and exports of 1895, instead 
of reading $203,000,000, would read $238,- 
000,000, I mention these facte simply to call 
your attention to this point, that we have 
not exhausted the subject when we limply 
take the figures in our books unless we keep 
in view the varied rates, of prices in these 
goods year after year as our trade history 
goes along. If we were to apply the differ- 
ence of prices in 1896 as compared with 
1899 it would reduce the $64,600.000 to 
■bout $30,000.000 of excess in volume of 
trade, and etill we would have a magnifi- 
rent addition to our trade.
CONSERVATIVES PROUD OF THE

COUNTRY.

Now you have to stop and think over a 
statement like that before you really take it 
in. To think that any man leading a party 
of average business intelligence, who had 
kept himself at all in current with the busi­
ness of the world, would, before an audi­
ence of three thousand intelligent people, 
with newspaper reporters on each side of 
him, make a statement of that kind, almost 
passes belief. Let us analyze it. Under thia 
new policy, “when the people of England 
want to buy anything in the markets of the 
world, they no longer go to the United 
States of America—they come to Canada; 
and this is the direct result of our prefer­
ential tariff."
BUYING FROM THE UNITED STATES.

Well, Sir, we will take the facts as given 
by the statistics of 1898, and we will eee 
whether that is true or not. The merchants 
of England wanted to buy cattle in 1898, 
and they went to the United States to buy 
them to the value of $30,331.563; they want­
ed to buy salted beef, and they went to the 
United States to buy $1,297,745 worth; they 
wanted to buy fresh beef, and they bought 
from the United States $22,763,498 worth; 
they bought bacon, $31,332,763 worth; hams, 
$17,770,215 worth; pork, salted, not hams. 
$1,002,732; butter, $1,338,504; cheese, 84,898,- 
719; lard, $13,608,699; wheat, $74,434,528; 
barley, $1,146,689; .oats, $11,146,458; rye, 
$722,072; maize, or Indian corn, $35,599,350; 
flour, 846,1*9,431; hay.. $731,418; apples, $1,- 
956,979; seeds, $1,472,488; tallow, $2,619,449; 
wood, and timber. $13,580,309; house frames 
and fittings, $2,830,390; leather, $14,781,147. 
Total $301,592,845. So that we find, in dir­
ect contradistinction to the hon. gentle- 
man’s assertion, that the merchant of Eng­
land last year went, not to Canada, but to 
the United States to buy over $300,000,000 
worth of the articles above mentioned. This

Another point to be observed is how this 
to going to affect the industries of + 
country. So far as I can judge, some of 
most important industries of this country 
will find that the cut operates 
extent that the tariff affords th

theBill.
HOW EXPORTS DREW UNDER CON- 

ISERVATIVE RULE.
To hear there gentlemen talk, one would 

think that there had been no exports from 
this country to Great Britain on the tinea 
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many. Of cheese, in 1891, we exported 117, 
000,000 pounds to Great Britain. But, Sir, 
in 1897, thia had increased to 171,000,000

to
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this country may just as well come to the 
conclusion that there are fictitious as well 
as real reasons for thia great expansion of 
trade and activity, that the demand is be­
ing rapidly filled up and that the time 
will come, we hope not for many months, 
but it may be within a few months, when 
matters will take on a different complex­
ion. So, it is well for the country not to 
be too lavish in its expenditures, and it is 
well for the business people of the country 
not to think that trade will go on uni­
formly in an increasing ratio, but to look 
facts in the face, end whilst they are 
glad for this prosperity as prudent men. 
come to the conclusion that what has hap­
pened before will happen again and they 
will reflect that this great period of pros­
perity will ebb from the volume snd values 
prevailing at the present day, again, with­
out doubt, to blossom and bloom forth 
into an extension of the prosperity even of 
""I. Boink Detack, the Speaker left 
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ways. It
Let it be well understood that neither 

I nor any intelligent man, nor any member 
of the Liberal-Conservative party, have any 
other feeling but pride and gratitude that 
this country’s trade to progressing. Why 
should we not have pride in it as a party 
and for merely party reasons? Must there 
not be a period of brooding and prepara­
tion and a long sustained course of gesta­
tion before the splendid possibilities break 
out into fulfilment and completion? And 
it is the glory and the pride of the Liberal- 
Conservative party that they directed the 
destinies of this country in that long brood- ing time of patient preparation,”’
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deputation nsa great necessity for some older and more 

experienced and more discreet member of 
the party to accompany the right hou. gen- 
tieman on his journeyings, and keep him 
well within the Une. 1
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