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MACK 1S RGHT N BREAKING UP

'HIS BALL 0L

JB, SAYS FULLERTON

e eee———

(By Hugh S. Fulerton.)

Connie Mack either is proying him-
self the wisest man in baseball, or he
is making the greatest blunder any
man ever madt. He is ripping his
team, which, for four years has been
declared one of the four greatest of
all time, to pieces, and next year the
Athletics ‘will present a strange ani
broken front. 1f Mack, in the next
two years, develops another team, he
will be the best we ever have known.
If not—the argument still be kept

pen.

I believe Mack is making the wis-
est and best course open to the man-
ager of a team. The conditions are
unusual.

First: Philadelphia is a cheap ball
town. Even when the team is draw-
ing well, the crowds do not yap as
much as smaller crowds do in other
dities, They have been trained that

way.

Second: The Athletics never have
been a magnetic team. Their person-
ality has not been known. Few of them
had personal following.

Thirdly: Philadelphia grew weary
of watching them; lost interest be-
cause they won so steadily. Last year
with a world’s championship team
winning another American League
pennant, the team did not draw at

ome.

Fourthly: The players are growing
old in point of service and are pros-
perous. They wanted higher salar-
jes in the face of a losing year. As a
Businessman, half owner of the team,
Mask could not see the way to pay
more; as a baseball manager he real-
ized that the team is past its best,
and going back in some departments.

There will, of course, be a loud and
fong howl from the public over thz
passing from the Athletics of Ben-
der, Plank, Coombs, Oldring, and
perhaps Barry, Baker and even Col-
lins, :

But in any other business any busi-
nessman would see that the best
thing to do is to clean house entirely

jpr———
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and rebuild the team.

To me it seems that Mack is wiser
even than we have thought. He has
seen some of his players go back
steadily; has seen others grow care-
less of discipline, and of playing, be-
cause of continued prosperity.

The gquestion now is can Connie
Mack create from the remnants of his
old team a new pennant competitor.

He can, if anyone can. Mack is, in
my judgment, the greatest judge of
ballplayers we have ever known. He
is a remarkable student of players. He
watched the colleges. It is said that
to-day there are a dozen players in
colleges who practically belong t»
Mack.

In many cases Mack does these
things out of pure friendship for the
players or for the minor league man-
agers.

How many future Collins and Bak-
ers and Planks he has on demand, h=z
alone knows. But it is safe to say he
knows where he can get material for
a strong team, It is currently report-
ed that half a dozen more of the Ath-
letics, tempted by offers from the
Feds, tried to “hold up” Mack for
larger salaries.

Had they won the world’'s cham-
pionship he probably would have
been compelled to yield, or to com-
promige, but losing put them in bad
tactical position. Mack now has a
strong alibi to present in case he ‘s
criticized for letting go his stars.

NONTREAL ROYALS 70 BE
S0LD BY AUCTION TO-DAY

MONTREAL, Nov, 18—The Mont-
real Baseball Club is sold. This is
stated oa the very best of authority.
The sa'e is to take place at noon to
day. Details are not given, but
looks as if it would be something in
the way of an auction. The. present
owners are S. E. Lichtenhein, E. R.
Carrington and Gordon Cushing.

A new syndicate of Montreal sports-
men has been formed for the pur-
pose of-buying the club,and,altheugh
the exact sum they are prepared to
offer is not given ount it is rumored
they are prepared to offer in the
neighborhood of $50.000 cash for it.

This is not by any means the first
time the Montreal Baseball club has
changed hands. Whether any of the
present stockholders wil remain in
the new company which is to Duy it
cannot be said with certa‘nty, but it
is likely, although it would be very
difficult at the time of writing to state
; which of them.

MONTREAL, Nov. 18.—McGill yes
terday began to make serious prepara-
tions for its game for the Intercolle-
oiate championship with University of
Toronto next Saturday.

Coach Shaughnessy had the bunch
out for a light workout, the greater
-~rt of the time being spent in tack-
ling the dummy and in running
on Saturday, so the men are ready for
a great week’s work in preparation for
the final effort.

The footing én the campus was
heavy “and holding from recent snow
and rain, which made it dangerous to
work on. The interference play used
byt McGill against Queen’s was
thoroughly rehearsed.

Shaughnessy has developed a play
which he believes will stop an oppos-
ing side’s line plunges.. This play
worked well Saturday, and it is
thought will prove beneficial against
the heavier line of the University of
Toronto team on Saturday.

It is hardly likely that there will be
any changes made in the team for
Saturday against Univérsity of Toron-
to from that against Queen’s last week

CANADIAN LEAGDE 1S
oG BACK TO CLASS €

President Fitzgerald of the Cana-
dian League upon his return from the
Omaha convention denied that the
league had made an application to
close its parks next season. The Pre-
sident looks ferward to at least a fair
year. The only probable change in
the icrcuit will have to do with the
Erie club.

Next year the Canadian League will
be a Class C league, with a reduced
salary and player limit. The new rule
of 20 per cent. reductions in salaries
paid to the players in the Canadian
League will be even greater because
last season the salaries ran riot in the
league.

ANOTHER $30,000 FIGHT
FOR JACK JOHNSON

LONDON, Nov. 17—Articles were
signed yesterday for a boxing con-
test of from 20 to 45 rounds between
Jack Johnson, the heavyweight cham-
pion and Jesse Willard, an American
“white hope.”
place during the last two weeks
March at some place to be chosen
February 15. It is said that the
battleground probably will be Mexico.

Each .of the boxers deposited $1.000
t» guarartee his appeart ce at the
riz.gside. Johnson is to revcve $30.-
cs6 for fighting,

All overdue véssels on the Great
T.akes have been accounted for, many
being still in shelter from the fury of
a 50 mile gale with blinding snow.
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4 by Wounded

Front. ~;

Graphic Incidents of the War, -
Told in Soldiers’ Letters and
Men From the

& -

The fight will take:

A g

(Leter from —— P, Mullaney, Ir-
ish Guards, now in King's College
Hospital, London).

We dug some trenches. ., 3
Without any warning ‘the enemy’s
ghells came flfing around us We
lay close to the ground lstering ta
the merry whistle of them dropping

in front and in rear. It made youl

sweat waiting for the shock of get-
ting hit. —

A good job some of the shells
were defective and went into the
ground  without  bursting, or 3
shouldn’t be here to tell the tale, It
was proper agony We could not see
the guns or their men, so we were
helpless; it seemed like dying in 2
hole. I wouldn’t have minded it if
we had seen someone to have a pot
at. 2 2 . o
The sky turned pure black and w2
knew we were going to have a heavy
shower. But we had a “double
event’—a shower of bullets also. 1
could see we were attacked in the
rear, and all was confusion for a
few minties, but our men soon woxge
vy, and we got the order to fix bav-
onets. 5

Down came. the rain and lightning
and thunder crashing. I stood for =
moment to survey the whole scene,
It was like something you read about.
We got the order to charge the
guns, :nd you should have seen the
Irish Guards, 3rd Coldstreams and
znd Grenadiers fly down on them
I’ke an avalanche—on the Kaiser’s
crack regiment—the Prussian Guards.

It was.all over in ten minutes. Ab-
solutely they stood dumbfounded. [
shouldn’t like to stand in front of
that charge myself. Our mea were
drenched to the skin, but we didn’t
care, it only made us twice as wild.
Such dare-devil pluck 1 was glad to
see.

“Back from those guns,” roared
some officer to the Germans, “or I'll
have every one of you slaughtered.”
They didn’t want telling twice.

We proceeded to line up the pris-
oners and collect the spoils, whica
amounted to about 150 prisoners, 6
Maxim guns and 38.000 rounds of
ammunition, which we had the pleas-
ure of using on them later; not count-
ing the dead and wounded.

‘That finished our day. We hai
no dinner till the following morn-
ing. .

A colonel of the Royal Field Artil-
lery has sent the following letter to
his wife:

“The twelfth day. of our battle;
still plugging away from our same,
well:selected position, 1t has been
a godsend to our horses. We are all
dug deeply into the ground, and have
to keep on the sharp look-out, as well
as concealed from the enemy, from
daylight to sunset, when we  retire
for the night to our buildings and
caves, All the hillsides in this part
are riddled with caves carved out of
the soft sandstone,and a large pro-
portion of the native population’ al-
ways live in them, They come in very
useful for us for shelters both for
man and horse.

“Of course, the country is practi-
cally empty of natives. The people
are still in our farmhouse; they have
absolutely nothing to eat. so we feed
them out of our rations., We have
eaten all their stock of winter keep,
vegetables, oats, both threshed and
unthreshed; but, of course, théy are
given a payment requisition. and they
get paid daily in cash by the Divi-
sion cashier, so they will not be quite
deststute.

“There are three small children,
and they all sit up every night until
our dinner time, when we stuff them
with bread and jam and sago or rice
pudding, and send them off to bed.
All the people are so charming, an:l
take their losses awfully well,

“We are getting very cunning ' at
removing bushes and planting them
where we want them as screems.and
at digging shrapnel proof shelters.
The soil is sticky. white clay, so we
have to line it with small pine bran-
ches. A week’s occupation had made
it a bit messy, so we have done 2
spring cleaning this .morning, cleared
out all the old branches, and put in
fresh. We are all keeping very fit.’

Concert Under Fire.

(Letter from Sergt. George Coul-
ter, atached to Divisional Staff oi
First Division.)

I am a bit down in the mouth over
a thing that happened last night. We
had a bit of a sing-song and smoker
to mark the arrival in camp of 2
couple of boxes cigarettes.

My best chum, the one 1 have told
about so often, was called on for a
song, and just as he took his fag out
of his mouth to oblige, a sheil
dropped into us, and he was badly
wounded on the side and in the head,

“I'm done for. George,” was all h2
had time to say, and off he went. He
was a fine chum, No man ever hail
better, and we were al cut up about
1t.

A “White” German.

There is at least one “white” Ger-
man in the German ranks, and for his
sake I am not going to say anythinz
about the others. -I was lying with
a helpless arm when I saw him com-
ing, and as I had heard so many
stories of their cruelty to the wound-
ed I raised myself a little and got
ready with my .revolver.

At the same minute he levelled
his rifle and was taking careful aim.
Then he noticed my wounded arm.
He lowered his rifle and passed on
without a word.—A trooper of the
4th Dragoon Guards, at Newcastle.

One Against Two Hundred.

In camp ong night a German pris-

7

fore the end came.— Pte. S. Hanna,

oner told us ‘about'  a Lancashire
Fusilier who had been cut off and
refused to surrender to two hundred’
Germans. He lay jon the ground and
kept firing away until he hadn’t a
cartridge left, and as his bayonet was
gone, he stood up with folded arms
while they shot him down a

There was a sackful of bullets n
him at least; but he killed twelve and
wounded over thirty of his foes be-

Coldstream Guards at Birmingham.
Checkmate.

When we captured ' the ~German
trenches over the Aisne, one of the

chessboard, with thep- ieces arranged
in the middle of a game, and the two
players lving dead beside it.

They had been hit by fragments of
shell, but the strange thing was that
the board should not have been dis-
turbed by the explosion. Near by
were the bodies of men who had
probably been watching the game.—
A Private of the Royal Fusiliers at
Nottingham.

Hit Cigarette Case

From a hospital in France, Dr, H.
W Goodden, of the Royal Army Med-
ical Corps, writes to a friend in Clif-
ton, his letter appearing in the Bris-
tol Times and Mirror.

On Tuesday (i.e., Sept. 22) I got hit
in the chest by shrapnel at the battle
of the Aisne. Fortunaely it hit my
cigarette case and deflected it down.
knocking off a trouser button en
route. Other pieces perforated my
clothing, and one bent a key in my
trouser pocket. I got my hat shot off
the night before. 1 shall be up in a
day or two. . . for a few days to con-
valesce and then back to the . . .
Regiment, to which I am medical of-
ficer. I am glad to have been through
the hottest, part of the battle of the
Aisne, and at the hottest corner, and
only hope to get back in time to s2e
the aftermath. Of our brigade I am
the only medical officer living.

A Captain’s Bravery

Private W. Abery, Royal Army
Medical Corps, who was in the battle
of the Aisne and has returned to his
home at Reading wounded, shot
through both cheeks, related a story
of great bravery on the part of Capt.
\'Vorthipgton. He said the first few
days’ fighting was terrible, and ths
losses of the Germans was terrible.
The British also lost heavily, The
Camerons lost badly on the second
day, and one section of the R.A.M.C.
was ‘ordered’ to' outhey’ up’ thelr'dédd.
The Black Watch behaved heroically
under very trying circumstances.

“For special acts of bravery,” re-
marked Captain Abery, ‘T think Capt.
Worthington stands out conspicuous-
ly. He certainly was one of the most
gallant men in the field. He seemed

regardless of everything, and his
lead had the effect of rallying the
men magnificently, Once I saw him
take up a position right in front of
the firing line, asd how he returncd
into safety is just one' of the many
mystifying things of the war. It
seemed impossible that he could pass
through such a hail of bullets as he
did and come back unscathed.

An Interrupted Tea

Driver G. Clark, of the Royal Tield
Artillery, in a letter to his mother in
Bristol, says;—

At one place we had a surprise at-
tack. We were just -ettino ready for
some food, when all of a sudden
shells starting bursting around us. I
can tcH.you it was a case of being up
and doing. Dixies and tea cans were
slung on one side, our tea spilt, fires
put out, and the order given to stand
to our guns and horses; everyone to
prepare for action. Still we were
not to be caught na~-~ing. Our boys
only close one eye when we get a
chance of a sleep, so you can tell we
were wide awake to the fact that it
was a case of do or die. Our gallant
boy.s, the Guards, held them at bay
until our death-dealing pea shooters
put them to flight; nevertheless, the
(rer.mans made a strong resistance
during the night, and it was only af-
ter a 'ha_rd struggle that we managed
to be victorious. We lost few killed
and the wounded were not seriousl);
hurt, I myself was rather fortunate
managing to escape with a \'ery'
slight mark on the cheek, and =
small wound in the leg; am very q]a;i.
to say it was not serious, and am now
quite well and fit.

Even Had Chances.

A wounded soldier of the s5th Lanc-
ers, who was wounded at the battle
of the Aisne, writing to friends in
Dundee, gives an account of the ap-
pearance of the trops:

What a dirty looking lot we wers
—holes in our clothes, and beards.~

Have You Tried
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.strangest things we found was = a}

to be fearless and dashed to the front|

company Royal Engineers,
to the war was e&g‘

eral post office.Cardiff,. writin
brother, describes the battle
Catean. He says:

*The British soldiers have won
much_praise for the way in which
they checked the German advance.
The British soldier does not easily get
excited. I have seen them eating their
bully beef and smoking their pipes
with bullets whizing< around them.

| After a few weeks of ‘this sort of

thing a soldier does not put much
value on human life. I sincerely hope
that ‘another month will see us on
the German frontier. Sk,

-ty o ‘s / r
arrived home, each with
Mr. Roy Almas has installed his
gasoline tank., G
A number from here attended Mr.

Walter Byer’s sale at Fairfield,
Hogs were shipped from here on
Monday; the price was $7.40.

‘The Mexican Government has no-
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