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Ifistorîcal Place Names of' British Coluin
By A. M9. ]Pound

CAPT.AIN', VANCOU VER

The study of place-nomenclature bas received 11111e
attention la a ne,v country 11ke this. Capt. John T.
Walbran's excellent book on Coast namas and Prof.
Ganong'e on the place names or the Atlantic seaboard
being among the meet valuable publications Ou the
subject.

Place namnes form, a permanent register of the
course and oyants of a country's history markIiig île
successive perioda; as ln the case of British Celumlyla,
Iadian, Spanleli and Britlel. It effare an attractive
field for Investigation, directs one's attention te
local affaire, and le a connecting iink betweea tbe
study cf bistory and geograpby.

To the average Canadian and AmerIcan the place
names of Great Brilain seem digalfied and pieasing,
se that ha bas adopted very many o! them; those
o! Italy seemt musical, those o! China awkward, and
those of our own West la many cases, absurd.

The Capitale o! lbe differeut Provinces of Canada,
with twe exceptions, bave British names; lbree of
tlem, Charlettetown, Fredericton, and Victoria, b.-
Iag aamed iu houer o! members of the British Royal
family.

The Importance of mare sound ln conveying Im-
pressions is voil knewu te, every wriler, and Long-
fellow bas used Borne o! the grandest of them la
"Hllawatha," and Milton la "Paradis. lost."

la the early days of the Spaniali occupation the
whole 'Western Seabeard of North AmerIca wae
lnewn as the "Caiifo)rnias." Sir Fraucis Drake paid
a "trieadiy" vIsIt te the Spanish possessions of the
Pacifie Cost Ia 1578-9, and sailld as8 far north as
Queen Charlotte Islands, caliing the country New
Albion. About two bundrad years later Capt. George
Vancouver divided the Province Inte three divisions,
New Hanover, New Cornwall and New Georgia, and
Vancouver Island was named Quadra-Vancouver, te
p2ark the friendiy relations exIstIng bolweeu the

Spanish Commander Quadra and the English ex
er. The central Interior of the Province was na
by Simon Fraser, New Caledonla. This ProN
was named Britishi Columbia ln 1858 by Her Maji
Queen Victoria.

Capt. George Vancouver dld the earlîest su
work of importance on thie coast and named r
of our mountains, Islands, and waterway8. He
England In 1790 with two sbips, thie "Dscov
and "Chatham," and arrived on the Paciie Coai
1792. Cape Mudge, Puget Sound, Jobastone Si
Whidbey Island, Brou glton Island and Strait
named s.fter bis officers. Lieut. Baker, Captain
couver's second officer, was the flirst Britisher t(
a view of Mount Baker, wbich beare bis name. M
Rainer 'was named after Vice-Admirai Peter Rai
a famous British Naval Officer. It la 'interestin
note that one of the few living descendants of
Rainier famlly lves Ini Vancouver. A few years
there was a streng agitation ln the Western Si
te change the naine ef Mount Rainier te M
Tacoma, owlng to Admirai Rainier's acti',
against the U. S. Navy.

In the monîli of June Capt. Vancouver arrive
Point Grey, whIch lie named afler bis friend,
George Grey, R.N. He thea salled tbrougli the
rows as fair up the minet as Roacli Point aboul
posite Barnet being accompaaied by a party of
Iians in'cances. He named the Ialet Burrard C0
afler SIr Harry Burrard, R&N. There le no
dence that lie ever landed on the site of thei
clty which a hundred years later was to beai
name. He then sailed north, landing ait Point À
son, named atter a particular friend, Capt. ',
Atkiasen, Master of Lord Nelson's slp, "Viet
at the battie of Trafalgar; Bo'wen Island, after
Admirai James Bowen, and Gambier Island aftei
mirai Lord Gambier. Howe Sound takes It i
from Admirai Earl Howe, whowon a great Y
battie ait Brest *'on the glorlous lirst of June,"
When Capt. Richards, M.N. made the survey of 1
Sound ia 1859-60 lie follewed up Vancouver's i
by givlng ail the principal Islande, passages,
mouatains ln and around the Sound names of
slips and officers eagaged la Lord Howe's vic
in ilke manner Jervis Iniet is a record of tle b
of St. Vincent (1797) when Jervis and Nelson
troyed the Spaniel fleet off Cape St. Vincent. j
proceeding as fair North as Queen Charlotte Jeui
Vancouver saiied for Nootka Sound on the
Coast of Vancouver Island, In order te meet
Spantsh commander, Quadra, te tale over the
reignhlty of this Province on behaîf of the Br
Crown. The meeting of Vancouver, Quadra,
oid Chie! Maquinna. le an Interestlng chapter lIr
bistory el Britishi Columbia, the Influence o! a
glasses of wine on tbe wiiy old chief being on
the features. Noetka is an Ladian name which e
fies to dance round la a circle. A dispute took i
between Great Britalai and Spaîn over the pri,
of discovery of this place which nearly led te a
between the two Nations Ia the latter part of
eighteentb century.

Refereace bas aiready beau made te the tact
Queen Victoria named this Province. The es,


