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]Poul[try
POILTBY HOUSES

Not a few find it difficult to get a plan 
<r a poultry house that suit* them, and 

all kind» of structure» and »uper-»truc-
turee are put up. and devised in which 
to house the poor biddy. To aggravate 
these conditions most “expert" poultry- 
men and teachers advise, and differ over, 
a whole lot of internal fixtures none of 
which ought ever to go inside a poultry 
house, unless it is one for fancy birds, and 
that can have the constant care and 
attention of an attendant. The moment 
a farmer puts up or puts in any of these 
permanent Mat roosts, approaches to 
nests, dropping boards, trap nests and 
forty and MM Othwt things BO if'-:,
prescribed, just so sure, after the novelty 
has worn off a little, they will all become 
catchers of filth and nesting places for 
vermin, and hiuderere of peeping clean 
and free from disease and parasites. We 
know this, for we have “been there" more 
than once, and we have seen much 
more than we experienced

ft does us no good, either, for experts 
or others to lecture the average farmer 
and tell him what he “ought" to do. lie 
does what he can. as a rule, and is grad 
uallv doing better or trying to. and that 
is the end of it. Show him some simple 

in whuh he can improve his stock, 
, or other surroundings and no 

is more willing to try to impiove by 
he. but advise comp. 

practual things and add “ought" to it. 
end nine times out uf ten there will be 
M nothing doing." principally bemuse 
circumstances, in e Urge per cent uf the 
cases, are against him.

Now we have seen many poultry houses 
sad psdtijr estât
uf au better house fur rich sad poor alike, 
than a plain « to A feet high in the ntf« 
7 to » feet front, shed ruof house

The man who sold the highest priced 
fancy eggs last year — thousands uf them 
*t •< each keeps those name birds ia 
one of i houses Ills ere built
4 feet high in the bark, and 7 fret in front. 
|9 feet deep, V feet wide. We prefer i

wav in wbu-fc 
or buildings, <

feet in the rear unless the 4 feet is put on 
a foot or so of cement or other under­
pinning. and enough higher in the front 
to insure good slant to the roof. We 
like 10 feet for length too, as this lumber 
cut* better than larger lengths. Four­
teen feet is all right, but the building 
would have to be longer for a given 
number of birds.

This building should always be on high 
dry ground, if an artificial raise has to be 
made bv hauling iu earth. It should 
always face the south, of course, and 
have ample windows there.

For ventilation, which is all important, 
we like at least a few large panels of 
tightly drawn cloth. If single cloth i* 
used, we think two panels in different or 
opposite parts of the house, not larger 
than 1 ^ feet by* or 3 feet, will do for a 
small hen hou*. When a part of the 
south front is made of cloth, and it is 
an excellent plan, both for light nnd pure 
sir. the cloth should be white nod double; 
that I., non perl .Iraan lightly 111*1.le the 
studding and the other on the outside, 
making a dead air spec • that keeps out 
the cold, t> .t lilt r* ample pure <lry air 
through. We hove seen the*e pretty for 
north nod in very cold weather where 
nil was sweet and clean inside and cosy 
and comfortable.

When it comes to nests and roost* 
we have so often expressed ourselves as 
fnendly to the plain round roost hung 
from the ceiling by wire; and the portable 
single box nests with nothing else inside 
but dusting box. that we hardly need 
repeat it. We like a plastered wall 
inside, but e smoothly sealed one will do 
if frequently whitewashed. In cither 
case there should be a dry dead sir space 
between the laju walls to prevent frost 
end keep out cold in winter and heel 
in summer. —K*

NOTK.S AT EDMONTON FAIR
There ere certainly many things uf 

interest to be seen at a big fair, especially
have been outside fur 

The city people end thus

farmers in the immediate neighborhood 
of cities, do the fair year after year and 
find a sameness. They do not realize 
that there is something to be learnt in 
almost everything one meets. On my 
return journey, the train was crowded 
and 1 found myself seated with a bunch 
of those who make their living by selling 
to the fair visitors. They pronounced 
Edmonton a good town, because 
they took away money. They had 
never seen a fair having so good a wind 
up day, though they admitted the pros­
pect on Monday and Tuesday was gloomy, 
and one more day's rain would have 
killed the fair. Three days of rain, 
however, would have been exceptional 
in Sunny Alberta. After having seen 
these men with their jewellery stands 
and noticed their quickness in making 
sales, and their dexterity in making and 
engraving jewellery, and the fact that 
they simply pushed their business for 
all it was wort- mng them
discuss the prospects for a homesteader : — 
"There was no money in homesteading. 
It was simply a ease of eighteen months 
thrown away making victims for the 
insane asylum." One of them had put 
in eight straight months on an American 
homeitead. and had eaten his savings in 
the 6r»t seven and lived on his memories 
the eighth. Another was wintering on 
South African Scrip land and had invested 
his savings again in Indian scrip.

One could not help thinking that if the 
homesteader would push his business 
for all it was worth, not be satisfied with 
n^l.treu months on it. nor With a paltry 
thirty acres of breaking done, just make 
all he could in all ways connected with 
his fare.ing. just tike « leaf from the 
book uf the fakir, 1 believe if that same 
bunch of “man workers" became land 
workres with equal vim. there would be 
money in it for them.

The special attractions at the fair cost 
the exhibition board a large sum uf money. 
It is looked at as an investment to draw 
the crowd and not from an educe' 
standpoint Vet we find it good Wh*l 
woman can sit watching these acrobats, 

ud not have her household *■■ 
forgot ten. What farmer, who has be­
come cold and grey in worrying over his 
dried*out. gopher-eaten crop, does nut 
feel invigorated mentally and feci like 
bracing up physically, watching the trick 
bicydUal. the graceful supple figures of

September 28th, l$n

the tumblers and trapeze actors’ n,l 
may not do likewise but we may "
some of the stiffness from our iqimu 
So doubt the small boy or girl ^ 
practice turning summersaults or 
ing from a bar, both exercises being 
for lungs and other weak spots. TWx 
too, the thrills, the excitement , 
closely run horse race; the music «f 14, 
band*' the influence of the crowd* g 

all have a stimulating 
the entire system.

Of course the stock raiser learns 
thing touching his special line, TW 
poultry man, the dog fancier, all are œ 
to get points to intprove their 1*4 
The fair boards have soqsething yet |* 
learn of women's work at fairs. X* 
fair ^*>ard is quite a success that does a* 
include two or ttiree practical women 
The judges too, do not seem to under- 
stand judging bread, biscuit*, present, 
and pickles. Practical housekeepers cods 
tell them a few things about these this*,, 
though it is not always the women *k. 
can bake nice bread, that can tell hs« 
and why the prize tickets should m 
placed.

The many churches having refresh­
ment booths on the ground* speak* •«. 
for the enthusiasm of their women work­
ers, but not so well fur the religion im 
business heads of the men members, h 
is true each booth would show a gt*s 
balance on band, but of course no actoew 
was taken of the cash invested ta tk 
contributed cakes, etc No account »M
Ink** Of tl.r Volunteer help |g|
woman's time means something. M 
woman's cake has a cash value 
also worth something to be able u 
obtain fresh, dean, home-made foods.

The manufacturers* exhibits please* 
me most. One tannery company k*4 
such a beautiful display of rugs. leW 
coats and leather. Another compta; 
exhibited electric,*! evoking utensils, 
we hope the day will come when tkq 
come our wny. Then the exhibit «I 
concrete tiles and mantel*, the furaitw* 

lt«m prepared pickles vf «I 
discretion*, vinegar etc., the lard «M 
pat king house product* and the maser 
factures from our various grains, h 
seems as though we ought to suoe he n* 
ef the cry. that it is the freight that avahw 

ug so dear. The exhibât J 
British I ulwmbia fruits should tench s 
lesson to the Ontario fruit grower.
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