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December 2, 1914

THE GRAIN

Conference Report Presented to
the Premier -

Ottawa, Nov. 24.—The request made
to the government today by the joint
deputation of Grain Growers and Manu-
facturers for the appointment of a com-
mission to investigate the question of
generally improving conditions of pro-
duction in the Dominion was received
by the prime minister with consider-
able reserve and no definite promise
was given as to its being granted. In
fact, judging by the premier’s answer
it is not considered likely that such a
commission will be granted upon the
terms desired, namely that it shall
proceed at once to its work and be
ready to report to the government by
the opening of the coming session. It
is a big task to expect to bhe completed
in such a short time,” said Sir Robert
Borden, “I cannot give you a definite
answer at present, but the question
will receive our earnest consideration,”

The questions which it had been
suggested the commission should con-
sider include production, transporta-
tion, distribution, education, finance and
tariff.

The appointment of such a commis-
sion  was unanimously advocated by
the representatives of the manufac-
turers, tho E. G. Henderson, the president
naively remarked at the conclusion
that they did not expect the government
to appoint the commission under such
limited conditions of time. The purpose
of the movement they declared was to
place the industry of agriculture upon
such a basis that it would be in the best
possible pdsition to provide foodstuffs for
the Motherland in her war.  With such a
patriotic purpose in view, they declared
they were anxious that all questions
relating to increased production should
be investigated.

They were even willing that the tariff
should be revised if the commission
advised.

Distrust- of Commissions

Distrust of government commissions
in general was voiced by W. C.
master of the Dominion « Grange, who
was not present at the Winnipeg con-
ference. Mr. Good declared that the
average commission was a handy method
of shelving important questions which
demanded immediate attention. After
months of delay and needless waiting
a blue book was printed which found its
way to the ash pile as a rule. It was too
often used by the government to shift
responsibility and delay action. If a
commission were appointed it should
be given a time limit to report.” In
addition, the Dominion Grange would
not stand behind the idea unless it was
permitted to have its own representa-
tion upon the commission.

This opinion was also voiced by R.
C. Henders, president of the Manitoba
Grain  Growers’ association, who de-
clared that the Grain Growers would
willingly -provide all the information
possible for the commission if it were
composed of broad-minded, non-par-
tisan members and if its work was ex-
pedited as much as possible so that
its report might be available at the
earliest date.

J. A. Maharg, of Moose Jaw, also
urged the necessity of speedy action.

Good,

Attitude of Government

Tho no definite answer ‘wds given
to the deputation the attitude of the
government on various important points
wag made fairly clear by the prime
minister during the conference.

The government, he declared, had
done much to encourage production by
its grants for educational purposes to
the provinces. It intended to keep up
the good work of instruction. The
question of transportation was a big
one, and it must be borne in mind that
the railroads constructed at heavy cost
should he allowed at least the interest
on their money.

With _one feature of the transporta-
tion problem, namely, highways, the
government had undertaken to deal,
but their efforts had been  defeated.
They still, however, intended to bring
in legislation along this line. The ques-
tion of distribution was a difficult one
It might be true that there was an
abundance of hogs in Alberta and no
feed, while there was an  abundance

of feed in Ontario and a scarcity of
hogs. It was a difficult matter to bring
them together across the contiment.

On the question of finance Sir Robert
was reticent in the absence of the min-
ister  of finance.  When
Roderick  McKenzie, secretary of —the
Manitoba Grain Growers, for an ex
pression  of opinion on farm credits,
the premier declined to make a definite
statement,

pressed by

Bank to Loan to Farmers

Mr. McKenzie advocated the forma-
tion of a bank similar to that of West
Australia, and suggested that postal
savings and other deposits of the pub-
li(' ~llnlllll Iw (l"])n\il!‘tl ”ll‘l'l‘ill and
loaned to the farmers at + per cent.

Premier Borden stated that the proy
inces would be more fitted to form’ such
banks.

“If the provinees did so,” said Mr,
MecKenzie, “would the federal govern-
ment  consider  placing  such  deposits
in them?”

“I cannot answer that in the .absence
of the minister of finance,”
“nr(h'll.

Premier’s Attitude

In replying to the deputation,

\lr Rnhl‘rl ”(lrlll'll ('X[]rl‘h_‘sl'll some
doubts as to whether the commission
suggested by the delegation could do
the work laid down for it in the time
mentioned.  Nevertheless, he said, the
government would give the representa-
tions made 1mmediate and earncst con-
sideration.  The interview lasted from
noon until 2 o’clock, several speeches
being made by representatives of the
joint  committee  hefore  the  premier
maae his 1eply. '

The  farmers  were  represented by
R. C. Henders, presiaent of the Mani-
toba Grain  Growers; Roderick  Me-
Kenzie, seeretary of the Manitoba Grain
Growers; J. A. Maharg, president of
the Saskatchewan Grain Growers; W
. Good, from the Ontario Grange.

The manufacturers were represented
by Cc¢l. Thomas Cantlie, New Glasgow;
J. 1. Sherrard, Montreal; T. Cumming,
Truro; and G. M. Murray, secretary,
Toronto.

There was a large representation of
the cabinet present, including Sir Robt.
Borden, Sir George Foster, Mr. Bur
rell, Mr. Casgrain, Mr. Loughead, Mr.
Kemp, Mr. Doherty, and Dr. Reid.

Agriculture Foundation of Wealth

E. G. Henderson was the first speaker,
and referred to the meeting of the manu
facturers and the farmers in Winnipeg
He said that while they differed on some
points, they were agreed on  others,
The agricultural resources of Canada
were the foundation of the wealth of
the Dominion, and if agriculture was
to be successful there should bhe the
greatest  efficiency in o production, ana
the greatest profits should go to the
producer.

But the methods of distribution were
not what they might be. There was
an overplus of apples in Ontario and
an overplus of hogs in the West.,  The
trouble was to place the overplis where
there was a scarcity of that product

Then there was the guestion of trans
portation from the farm to the rail-

" way station, and that brought up the
question  of  good  roads. In Europe
transportation by road cost seven cents
per ton per mile, while in Canada it
was 25 cents.

Ancther question was the placing of
unskilled men on the farm and rendering
them efficient.

Finance was another consideration.
The farmer had to pay a higher rate
for money than anybody else. He
should be able to get money as cheaply
as other men if he had the security
If anvthing could be done, said Mr.
Henderson, to increase the production
of the soil in the interests of Canada
and the Empire, it should be done.
The delegation, he pointed out, desired
to see a  permanent  commission  ap-
pointed to deal with the question he
had brought forward.

Unanimous Memorial

Mr. Muaharg informed the govern-

ment  that  the  memorial  which  the
Continued on Page 26
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21782  Single Stone Ding-

wall Diamond Ring, 14k
Gold Setting

$10.00

Silver

Gits - of Jewellery or

are always

Welcome as ™

Christmas Gifts

They please because of the personal

21801—Twin or Diagonal
Dingwall Diamond Ring,
14k Gold Setting

$25.00

usefulness which they have as well
as for their permanent value

A splendid selection, well and clearly

illustrated,
Catalogue,
a plcasant
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JEWELLERS

1s shown in our new 1915
from which you will find it
task to choose your gifts

[f you have not already a copy of this
book, fill in the coupon below, mail it

us_and we will see that one
sent to you by return mail,

post paid and free of charge

D. R. DINGWALL
LIMITED
WINNIPEG

D. R. DINGWALL Limited
WINNIPEG

Gentlemen—Kindly send me your

1915 Catalogue by return mail, post
paid and free of charge.

NAME
ADDRESS

G.G9.G.

LIVE POULTRY WANTED

Get our quotations first before shipping elsewhere as it will certainly

pay you.

prices and prompt returns.

many and we will forward crates.
GOLDEN STAR FRUIT AND PRODUCE

By shipping direct to us you are assured of highest market
Let us know what you have and how

CO., 91 LUSTED ST., WINNIPEG

Shipping and
Storage

A

}‘.r(tc

Write for

Descriptive

BARRELS

Literature and our

Special Prices on Coal Oil or Gasoline to be sent
P

forward in our Shipping Barrel.

for you.

It will save money

Write today for particulars.

Winnipeg Ceiling and Roofing Co., Limited

Manufacturers of Corrugated Iron, Shingles, Siding, etc.

P. O. Box 3008 G.G.G.

WINNIPEG, MAN.

The Waterloo Boy Price List

For Cash with Order

14 H.P. AIR COOLED ENGINE $ 38
1Y% H.P. HOPPER COOLED ENGINE . 39
214 H.P. HOPPER COOLED ENGINE 56
4 H.P. HOPPER COOLED ENGINE 104
6 H.P. HOPPER COOLED ENGINE 148
8  H.P. HOPPER COOLED ENGINE 209
12 H.P. HOPPER COOLED ENGINE 314

Prices quoted are for Gasoline Engines, skid mounted,
f.o.b. Winnipeg. These Engines will all develop from a 5
half to a horse power more than they are rated above. e e :
Will run all day without attention, furnish exactly the power you need, maintain a uniform

and save you money every hour it works.

Hand, Power or

Write for Catalog.

40

speed,

Can be equipped to use Kerosene, Write for prices,

Electric Washing Machine

PRICES—CASH WITH ORDER

- “DEXTER” HAND MACHINE with Pulley ....$12.40
“DEXTER” POWER MACHINE ..... .. ... ... 22 40
“DEATER” ELECTRIC MACHINE ... ... .. .. .. 55.00

No Wringer furnished to the Hand Machine

Address Enquiries to Winnipeg Office

SOLE AGENTS FOR WESTERN CANADA

BURRIDGE COOPER COMPANY LIMITED
Winnipeg and Regina

WHEN ‘WRITING TO ADVERTISERS

PLEASE MENTION THE QUIDE
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