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y.iTKS AND THACKERAY.

THE death of Edmund Yatee recalls 
• ,thc 'l«*rrel between hi* and 
rjackmy, which took place in 1868, end 
fwuited very seriously for Yates. Yates 
d»ay« referred to it “as one of the most 
^ r ant event." in his life, and it in 
olred ' illy him, but Oharlee Dick- 
2 llnd,,iciden tally Wilkie CoUine, and 
«vr well-known write». Yates’ father 
Gim-u \" ,,ri*in»l member the 
Bemik ,C ,ub' aod Edmund became a 
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aid hi,Ul ,he purposes. Yates has 
S,“rlfLthat tor tenyeara the Gar- 
tie ,1, hlm “what Paradise was to 
Cwnnt, Peri*” Charlee Kemble, 
Rende iv' Hck’ Samuel Lover, Charles 
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peper, containing usually a political* w- 
toon and editorial by Watti PhUlips, a 
wml novel, verses, and clippings, and 

matter, much of thieh titoTwtote. 
After he had been employed for a abort 
time on the paper it was found one week, 
on the day before publication, that 
Phillips was ill aod had not sent in his 
usual amount of matter. A column had 
to be supplied immediately. Yatea wrote 
a sketch of Thackeray on the style of a 
similar sketch of Diekena which had ap
peared the week before. It was a brief 
thing and concluded thus ;

“His success, commencing with ‘Vanity 
Fair.' culminated with his lectures on the 
English humorists of the eighteenth cen
tury, which were attended by all the 
court end fashion of London. The prices 
were extravagant, the lecturer’s prase 
of birth and position was extravagant, the 
eooceas was extravagant. No one suc
ceeds better than Mr. Thackeray in 
cutting hie coat according to hie doth. 
Here he flattered the aristocracy ; but 
when he crossed the Atlantic, George 
Washington became the idol of hie 
worship, the ‘Four Georges’ the object 
of bis bitterest attacks. These last 

led lectures have been dead failures 
m England, - though as literary ac
complishment* they are meet excellent 
Our own opinion is that his aocoeee is on 
the wane. His writings never were un
derstood or appreciated, even by the 
middle classes ; the aristocracy have been 
alienated by hie American onslaught on 
their body, and the educated and refined 
are not suflirieutly humorous to con
stitute an audience. Moreover, there is 
a want of heart in all he writes which is 
not to be balanced by the most brilliant 

and the most perfect knowledge 
of the workings of the human heart.’.’

The opening paragraph of the article, 
in describing Thackeray’s manner and 
appearance, had said :

"'No one in meeting him could fail to 
recognise in him a gentleman; his 
bearing is cold and uninviting, his style 
of conversation either openly cynical or 
affectedhr good-natured and benevolent 
His bonnommie is forced, bis wit biting, 
his pride easily touched.”

Thackeray was writing his last novel 
when this article was published, and 
Yates was only 87 years old. Town Talk 

an unimportant publication, add 
Thackeray could - well have afforded to 
ignore both the paper and the writer. 
But the preceding number of Town Talk 
had published an account of Thackeray’s 
dealings with his publishers, and, coming 
en the beds of the first notice, the 

‘sketch” irritated the author into writing 
a fierce letter to Yatee. Thackeray forgot 
that in his younger days he bed said 
sharp things about bis contemporaries 
and put certain members of the Garrick 
dob into his novels and other writings 
in no very flattering form. In this letter 
to Yates he wrote :

“As I understand your phrases, you 
inputs insincerity to me when I speak 

good-naturedly in private, assign dis
honorable motives to me for sentiments 
which I have delivered in public, and

I have never delivered at all”
He dosed the letter fay reminding 

be met him only at the 
Garrick Club, and accused him of having 
printed in hia newspaper commente, made 
by Thackeray in private conversation. 
He described the article as “slanderous 
and untrue.”

Yates wrote an answer which he never 
sent. Its purpose was to call to Thack
eray’s mind his own writings about hia 
follow members of the Garrick and their 
occasional offence to the originals. Yates 
never sent the letter, and appealed to 
Dickens for advice. The letter which 
Yates wrote under Dickens’ direction 
brought a week later the announcement 
from Thackeray that be had submitted to 
the committee of the Garrick dub the 
original article and his letter to Yatee. 
His letter to the dub concluded with the 
statement that the publication of aueh 
articles would be fatal to the comfort of 
the deb and “ intolerable in a society of ; 
gentlemen.”

The srtide in Town Talk contained no 
mention of the Garrick Club. Thackeray’s 
excuse for appealing to the committee in 
the matter was the fact that he had met 
and talked to Yatea only in the dub rooms. 
Yatea protested against the interférante of 
the committee in what he called hia “ per
sonal difference ” with Thackeray ; but a 
special meeting wea held, and it waa de
cided that Yatee must make an ample 
apology to Thackeray or retire from the 
Garrick. He declined to do either, and 
appealed to a general meeting. This was 
beti. Dickens, Wilkie Collins, Palgrave 
Simpson and Samuel Lover speaking in 
Yatee’ behalf. The meeting arrived at a 
conclusion favorable to Thackeray, and 
after an interval of ten days, to give him 
the opportunity of apologizing to Thack
eray, Yatea’ name was dropped from the 
dub list He subsequently began legal 
proceedings against the committee, ques
tioning their right to expel him, but. the 
ease was dropped. Dickens afterward 
wrote to Thackeray asking him if there 
were not some way of holding a conference 
“ in the hope and purpose of some quiet 
accommodation of tSisdeplorable matter," 
which would satisfy the feelings of all 
parties. Thackeray answered that the 
matter had passed out of hia hands when 
he wrote to the committee, and it was 
now their duty “ to judge if any recon
cilement would be possible with your 
friend.” Thackeray sent hia letter along 
with the one Dickens had written to him to the committee of the club, but, as far 
as is known, they did nothing in the 
matter.'

It has often been said that Dickens, 
after Yatea appealed to him for advice, 
conducted the correspondence in a spirit 
hostile to Thackeray. But there waa very 
little chance for Yatea from the outset of 
the struggle. He was a young man, and 
Diokens, who was his champion, attended 
the dub rarely. Thackeray, on the other 
hand, was an enthusiastic member, and 
his influence there was paramount

British .Columbia township debentures 
are, it la observed, being dealt In by 
Toronto brokers. Among the latest tran
sactions reported is one of $10,000 township 
of Burnaby, B. C., bonds purchased for 
English capitalists, township debentures 
being, it Is said, regarded more favorably 
by British investors than those of villages 
or even towns. • ■


