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HORTICULTURE.

(Under this heading all questions relating to
flowers or horticulture will be answered.)
STRAWBERRIES,
EPTEMBER planting is the best for
new beds, but those who delayed
doing so last September should now have
strong first runners ready and plant them
in rows two feet apart, and one foot apart
in the lines. This close planting I advise
at this season of the year, for the reason
tHat it is easier to attend to them and get
them good and strong for setting out next
September, than where they are planted
over a wider space, and it is also more
convenient to layer and attend to the run-

ners, if more stock is required. Bear in|

mind, the best runners are those taken
from the young plants, therefore these
beds are most useful as nurseries for
raising your stock. When forming and in-
creasing your plantation next September,
lift every other plant, which will thea
leave the stools tke same distance apart
eve.y way., Planton wellmapnuredground,
and it is most important to irm it thor-
oughly, but the ground must be dry, and
well mulch the bed before hot weather sets
in, which keeps the ground cool and the
fruit clean and it is a safeguard against
swilling when watering with the hose,
and the water passing through the mul-
ching is a considerable help to the plants,
Mulch with long stable manure, It is a
good plan to plant a drill of onions be.
tween the strawberries, as it secures the
working so necessary for the plants, In
selecting your strawberries, it is well to
choose some late varieties—the Californian

fruit coming in early and the mid-season | P

fruit follows with a.rush which is soon
over, sp that late fruit is most valuable.
By planting a bed under a north wall, the
fruit can be obtained very late in the
season.
J. W. WEsB.
Fern Hill, Boleskine Road, March 17,

SOIL FOR STRAWBERRIES,
A very rich garden spot, or any soil

highly charged with humus, stimulates a | i

too vigorous plant growth at the expense
of a good yield of perfect fruit,
tion to the extra expense of having’to
* work the plants to death ” to keep down
weeds on such a soil, here is where the
plants first begin to sicken and to die dur-
ing the long and sometimes very dry sum-
mers of this latitude.

ANSWERS TO CORBESPONDENTS.

Hditor Horticultural Department—1
~have a young apple tree, which has dis-
apppinted me in bearing several years. It
has made good growth, and is healthy,
Would you advise me to graft it with
“another variety, and can you tell me how

to do this? PomoxNa,
Amwer——Probnbly your tree has made
. too much growth from the roots Retting
intoa cold sub-soil, or too much manure
is in the soil, Root pruning might alter
its character. If you think the fault aoes
- mot lie here, by all means graft it with a
(varlety that fruits freely in your distriet,

lsubject will be generally interesting, I

In addi- | Pears

will write on it in next week's paper.
J. W. Wess,
It is evident that the British Columbia
horticulturists are awake to their interests
and are determined to have and keep clean
orchards. The following from the Rural
Northwest, of Portland, Oregon, will show
the drift of sentiment across the northern
border: *“Oregon fruit growers or fruit
dealers who have been in the habit of ship-
ping fruit to British Colurabia will have to
be very careful about what they send after
this. The authorities have given notice
that they will hereafter gquarantine all
Oregon apples, and if there are any traces
of worms or other insect pests discovered,
the apples will he destroyed.”

W. WEBB,

Gardener.

Open to engagement in all branches by the
day or hour. pply FERN Hlui‘rgom
Roab, or to Winnett & Cooper, 18 unce Ave.

Important to those want-
ing Nursery Stock:

Having entered into an arrangement with
the proprietors of this journal to open a horti-
cultural and floral department, and, at the
same time, to do away with the existing high
prices for fruit trees and bushes and vines
of all kinds, which havealways been considered
an obstacle to the planting of orchards to any
extent in British Columbia, and, furthermore,
bas been detrimental in the settling up of the
country, and, at the same time, one of the
st est arguments we have had to contend
with in the sale of fruit lands.

lelt here on Vancouver Island exists all
possible natural conditions for a great diversity
of fruit mwinﬁapplea. pears, cherries, plums,

runes, - rri currants, raspberries,
strawberries and blackberries grow be ter here
than in California. They ripen later in the
season, true enough, but ours is a better fruit,
especially the prune, which grows twice the
size of the California raised prune. It has also
more meat in comparison the stone. We
would advise the growing of the prune, as
what money can be made out of a small or-
chard is ntonlahin? and there is no danger of
%lumng the market. If all available land on

ancouver Island was planted out in prunes,
it would nof commence to supply the market
of lg!anada. o rate
y arrangement with t t n in
Oregon, and more especially a firm no for
delivery of stock true to nam®, places us
n a position to deliver any of the following
trees at Victoria, duty and freight paid:
Apvples 2 yrs, 4 to p ft, per ] w...ﬁ{ca (each)
o
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WINNETT & COOPER,

22 cts
1,000, Black-.

18 TROUNCR AVENUE, Victoria, B, C,

FRUIT LAND.
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I, X. L. Compound.
For Destroying Insects. Does NotFail
Spraving Pumps and Garden Toolsfor s
Nicholles & Renouf, L'td,, Victoria, By
VICTORIA BONE MANURE WORKS,
Manufacturers of
SGROTND BONE.
liger, it has n squal for Flaricuian,
Oftice & Works:_Cor. Gov't and Pembroke s |
LANCLEY &£ C0,,
Wholesale Druggists,
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NITRATE OF SODA \m

SULPHATE AMMONIA
NITRATE OF ‘
SULPHATE OF Porasn )

S. SHORE, + + *

JOHNSON STREET, near Govt.

Dealer in Chicken Wire Fencing, Garden Hos
Tools of all kinds, General Hardware.
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