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|  Tme competitive examination for en- |

' trance to the Halifax High School was
entered upon with great spirit, not-
| withstanding the extraordinary stand-
ard of excellency which had been
adopted by the council of Public In-
struction. When it was known that
papers less than 50 would count for
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AN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL.

The day is not far distant when the
forces of Christianity will be better
marshalled and compacted than they
are at present. Much hasalready beén
gained in this direction. The churches,
as they see more and more each others
sincerity and devotion—as they appre-
hend more clearly how much all evan-
gelical bodies have in common —as they
the conviction that union is

must reach 70 to secure a prize—the
maximum number being 100—it was

paralyzed. So far from this, however,
twenty-eight pupils, representing some
seven or eight schools, entered the con-
test. Dr. Curren and Rev. Jchn For-
rest were the examiners. The papers
were very difficult.

The following are the results :—

rise 1o
strength—incline toward each other
for sympathy and council.  Tbis is
more the result ot an actual growth ip
knowledge and grace than of the com-
mivgling of the Christian sects in pub- | poop rurrion, 15 e HiGH ScHOOL:
le worship. Most of the ad['nirable Albro Street School~—Fred. James. John
union meetings and otier occasions of | A. Bell, Edwin Mutch, Frank Nicolson.
confraternity to which have been cred- | Morris St. School.—Robt. Hedley.

ited a growth of Christian charity, are| PypiLs ENTITLED TO ENTER BY PAY-

really themselves but the fruit of an | ING EACH $20 A YEAR: N
intelli Yhrist.-like spir: s Morris St. School.—Cornelius Fletcher,
mt«llxge‘ng Chiast lixe s;|1r1t. .Wh]('h hns g: Jobn Miller, Stanley Harrington, Alfred
been gaining upon the Christian world. | Harley, Muaro MecDonald.

And as this spirit enlarges, its opera- |  Albro S8t. School.—A. C. Hawkins, Geo.
tions will assume new practical forms. | C. Lintaman.

It is already tending in the direction of | St- Mary’s School.—Daniel Cabill.
sonmenical Dartmouth —Geo. A. Sterns.

really a development of the nnion meet- )
ing, with the addition of consultation ! the Roman Catholie schools has met

for the purposes of fellowship. Presby- | the test of exce.llenc_v, and only one i
terianism began last year a signal ex. | from these is entitled to entry by pay- |

ample of this form of council, Men ofj ing. Albro St. School, of which John 1

PRIZEMEN, ENTITLED TO FIVE YEARS

counsels—which

nothing ; that the aggregate marks |

generally supposed that all ambition |
in the direction of free entry would be |

all ambitions, the missionary is with
us the most ardent at this moment.
These, however, are decisions into
| which the question of adaptation should
always enter, and of that question the
missionary authorities are ever the best
judges. And what we say of ourselves
in this regard, we sincerely Hope is the
spirit of many of our ministers. Let
us see the iruits.

Our CorrEsPONDENTS.—Qur readers
| will find this week a good repast of let-
| ters from sevzral parts of the world. A
| special feature of the WESLEYAN for

| some time, bas been the direct contribu- |

tion, from localities to which we all nat-
| urally turn with interest, of facts and
! news, always well written and authentic.
| Provincial correspondents will not imag-
[ ine their letters are by any means under-
| rated. Comparing our papers with others
| of the Methodist Churcoes, we find a
1' most liberal quota of correspondence from
| Circuite. This week there are several
| such; not least of which in real value—
discriminating and eloquent as it is on

| tke character of a man remarkable for ;
| piety and good works—is the obituary of |

| the veteran Mr. Morton.

' Oar English correspondent takes up
| several salient points of public and de-
| nominational intelhgence beyond the
f water. His aim seems to be, to keep well
|

mean | | before his readers those leading topics of
It is noticeable that no pupil from | English and Continental news which lie

on the surface of public observation and
discussion. An-index of his letters for

| ited importation of goods kept things
| lively and hopeful. Now, that this is
over, we incline to think traders are
again putting on their considering caps.
Indeed, the severe lessous of the past

two years have left behind them a de- |

gree of prudence and watchfulness
which may cramp our industries for
some time yet.

PersoNars. Rev. John Head was

preseuted with a gold watéh by his |
congregation at Milton, Yarthouth, dur- |

ing the holidays. /

/

Rev. J. M. Pike and 1&& Pike, of
Providence Church, Yarmlouth, were
also the recepients of several New
Year’s favors.

Young Goodwin, who carried off the

Gilchrist Sch(»larship, bhas been doing
admirably in England. He holds a

- high place as a student; while in com- | bundreds had Samed thoo 1ts existence.

petitive examinations he has taken ad-
| ditional honors. ' / |’

THE SACKVILLE PRESIDENCY.— ‘Vef’
undegstand that Rev. Mr. Sprague does |
| not feel himself in a position to accept |
the bonorable position of President of |
| Mount Allison College, to which be was |
| recently nominated. Probably the deh- |

cate state of Mr. Sprague’s health has |
romething to do with this decision.—St.

| running into these, one can g
lize the fact thas so recent]
of May last the locality refer{:;t:
| tirely burned over, and 6( buildigge ;"
| cluding $275.000 worth of g
| stroyed. Yet the 1
| Afm} while the present r
of the town speaks emphatic; i -
of the individual enterprise ailxildyllxndx;mlu
| ed courage which has produced ?h' ot
‘ sul}, 1t at the same time 1ll11.~xtrat¢w
| pointedly the advantage of fire im‘s "N
and the honor and sgability of xb::.nw"
surance CompaniesAvho m'uim.:inmi tb.;
Integrity and paig' their losses.—Sentin L
s B ‘
In"theé last Charlottetown Argus the fo)
| lowing announcement was made :— 0.
| Presentation Second Methodist Cp
Sabbath School, . has lottetown.—Qp gm}‘
bath afternoon last, Judge Youpe -
preseated by Mr. Herbert Hewson t: bt
| half of the class, with a Wvll»huund‘ ;'n be
i reference Bible, and an arm (-hair&mll’
’ table. The last two articles to be us«?nd
the class. In accepting the present "
Judge said that the cl iss Was comme o 4
seven years ago with six scholars, andm:]d
one still remained. During Vs 4

shoit. My

Towan and he were the only two teach-

e1S who had maintainod thejr connection
with the school since its commencement
The person, who kindly communicated
this pleasing event, misunderstood the
udge in his acknowledgment of these
bandsome gifts. He *aid that only one

{ member now remained in the class, that

was cemmenc:d in the Free Church, seven
years ago, and that Mrs. Towan and be

| were the only two teachers present who

bad classes when the school was or ani
organig-
ed. The school bad pow 4 Uiﬁcets_ lls

Up toa recent date, there were hopes teachers and 260 ‘scholars on the rol).

|
% John Telegraph. 1
| .
|

|
| promise of speedy restoration. On such |

1877 would show that few matters of great | a close examinationas the circumstances f
importance had escaped his attention. | rendered necessary, it has been found |

From Montreal we have an excellent | that his constitution is not in a state to |

| that Mr. Sprague’s health gave every. g:ig:bg‘;’t“;g‘s class of young men num.

c————
D1GByY, January 7th, 1878,
REv. . A. W. NicHOLSON.
Dear Brother—We feel thankful to the

different branches of that great family i T. Mellish, Esq., is Principal, sent up | resume of a months public affairs, social

; ! ; . i v . 4ala _ Yy .
¢ame together. They wade grand  Seven competitors; four of uiesé 12.° | and ecclesiastical. We incline to think

speeches. Theyformed acquaintances. | the first rank, and two may be admitted | « E. B has established in the minds of

They learned to look kindly upon each
other’s faces, the recollection of which
would forever incline them afterward
to forbearance and love. Beyond this,
perbaps, not much was effected ; but
the meeting was really but an introduc-
tion. Next council will bring about
more practical result—more concentra-
tion of the church’s forces, comprehen-
sive plans and schemes for the regula-
tion of missions and other church
schemes at home and abroad. Thus
begin all great progressive move-
ments.

It is with this ambition that we look
forward to a near ecumenical counsel
of Methodism. John Wesley'sfamily hag
been much disintegrated—rent asunder
by diverse opinions. A calm day bas
at length dawned when these sects are
beginning to look each other in the
face—to step over long-established
boundaries and shake hands. Yearn-
ings toward union we find where they
were least expected, Unions are not
always possible—perhaps not always
desirable ; but, in the interval of
growtli—while the union sentiment is
gathering strength—surely we can all
afford to make common cause in so
directing our forces tnat the greatest
possible good may be gained by them
in the least possible time. Why could
there not be an ecumenical counsel of
Methodism to direct our missionary
operations ? True, the mission-field is
wide, and there is little dificulty in |
choosing a centre of operations for any |
branch of the church having engrgy or
means to spare; yet does any man
imagine that much light could not be

| wise,

Six of the seven make an |
We congratulate |

E by paying.
| honorable record.
| Mr. Mellish upon results which always
attest to the efficiency of a principal
and those under his direction. Halifax
may also be cungratuleted upon pos-
sessing such teachers as Messrs. Jack
| and Mellish. Mr. Jack sent up several |
| students to the High School at a pre- |

vious examination, which accounts for

the fact that only one succeeded this
| time. Mr. Mellish’s friends would have |
| gladly spirited him off toward his na-
| tive Island some months ago; but if
| the patrons of education in Halifax are
' they will guard their own inter-
ests by keeping up their staff of capable
men.

|
|

Ovur MissioNs.—It would please us
very much if the Methodism of our
lower Provinces could be brought more
practically, personally, into connection
with Foreign Mission work. We know
this subject has been exercising the
minds of our Missionary Sercretaries,
so that our remarks are intended not
to reflect upon thew by any mear go

much as to help aig encourage them.
+ Before the union, we had to bear an un-
| just reproach from other denomina-
| tions, who did not understand our true
| position.  They averred we had no
| Foreign Mission interests—that our
! missionary money was all absorbed
among ourselves ; —this, although we
were in direct and devoted relation
with the great missionary work of th.e
British Conference. Now, however, 1t 1
is seen that we are linked with the

missions to Japan, British Columbia, |

all who have followed his interesting let- |

ters a conviction that in the Province of
Quebec there are some powerful agencies

the genius of both the good and evil of
the Province radiates from Montreal as a
centre. Hence the advantage of having
an observing Montreal correspondent.

Rev. T. Berton Smith occupies a posi-
tion from which he can clearly estimate
the force of the “close communion”
question pro. and con. Around the per-
son and church of Dr. Pentecost there has
been, since his protest against close com-
munion, an agitation of considerable
moment, inasmuch as his is ap initial
movement in certain circles. Mr. Smith
appreciates the situation and does it
justice.

From the Mission fields we have our
first letter direct—a sensible, calm review
of work which requires more than philoso-
phy or stoicism to sustain it. Young men
and women contemplating missionary
life in the North-west, will understand
that it requires, as a first qualification,
the grace of sacrifice. o3

st Laity”’ looks at Judge |
Malglrll:ll’(;fartgh:ment ﬂPPP ,the “ s1x days
of creation,”’ from acritics standpoint.
We incline to think, after all, & calm dis.
cussion on this subject, kept within
proper bounds, may resiit in good.

Rev. S. T. Teed’s affecting letter needs

|
|
|
|

no comment.

Tae Week of .Pra.ver is now anm
established observance in Christian
jands. Untold blessings are sure to
follow prayer so united and persistent
at that which prevails at the opening of
each year. But what a privilege and |

| justify acceptance of a position involvingy

| much responsibility, “ He may possibly
| be obliged to seek a year’s rest ; so that
 both Centenary and the College may be
|‘ deprived of his services. This opens a

| at work both for good and evil; and that | D€W chapter to the Trustees of the Col-

| lege. We hope Mr. Sprague may, by

| generous dealings with himself in pas-
| toral work, yet gather strength for an
‘| unbroken continuance in pulpit labours,

|
i
|
|

which he has so much adorned.

A misapprehension may have been
caused by the substitution of Laura for
| Leora R. Tweedie, in the report of M¢.
i Allison Exercises, though we think the
| words were copied directly from our
| authority. It was Leora R. Tweedie

whose name was connected with the
Essay on “Hidden Lives.”
’ Rev. Joseph Cook has been invited to
| lecture in London.

Bishop Haven is still a sufferer from
the effects of the African malaria.

Mr. Thomas Spurgeon, son of the Rev. p

Charles H. Spurgeon. of the London
Tabernacle, is preaching very successfully
in Australia, where he has gone to recruit
his health.

Dr. Milburn, the blind preacher, is
lecturing and preaching in Ireland to
large audiences.

NEWS FROX E CIRCUITS.

Scorr’s BAy.—During the past four
weeks we have been bolding special ser-
vices in this place. The cburch has been
greatly revived and quickened. Back-
sliders have been reclaimed; and a num-
ber of persons have forsaken the paths of
folly and sin, and have turned their faces

Zionward. To God be all the praise. The
Lord grant that they may all continue
£ i . | fuithful unto the end. Next week we in- |
jects for prayer have been defective in | iend God assisting us, commencing a
any respect, in has been in their redun- | series of services in another part of this
| circuit. Pray for us that God may con-

responsibility have they who direct this
great annual movement! If the sub-

For services

afforded by a council of experienced | the North-west, and the French Mis- |
and discerning men—that much means | sions of the General Conference. Four |
would not be saved, and great general | years bave elapsed since union; but as

good accomplishd, by a comparison of 1 yet no man from the East has gone |
opinions on this great subject. If, | into purely mission work. We have |
with all our boasted progress in Chris- | looked upon the faces of our returaned |

tian union, the scveral members of the | missionaries—and great good they bave |
Wesleyan family cannot agree to a | done us; we have read with intense in- |
general fraternal consultation, where | terest the letters of men who are facing }
are the evidgnces of our sincerity? | the stern conditions of Pagan life, sup- |
In missfonary enterprize there are | ported by our money and prayers. We |
now several Methodist Churches en- | need now a personal consecration from ‘
gaged. In Eugland, the Wesleyans, | the East; the opening of a new reli- |
the first and the strongest, bave their | gious life among us—one which will‘i
own magnificent machinery under fine [ make the last, the purest, the holiest ;
control ; but separated from this are | sacrifice demanded of the church. We
several other Mcthodist missionary or- | desire to see our sons and daughters
ganizations, The Northern and the | coming forward for this purpose; and
Southern States are distivct in their | to help in dedicating them unreserved-
missionary undertakings. The Domin. |ly to the work of calling the heathen
ion has some five or six branches of | world to repentance. It may be sup-
Mothodism— how many missionary | posed that it is comparatively easy for
boards we cannot say. Sur ly it would | us to write in this strain, shut out as
be possible to giv: new impulse to, and | we are at present from the possibility
shed new light upon, the miss 02 work | of being called upon to give practical
of Methodism if a council were to as. | effect to our own connsel; Lut we say
semble and spread out before them the deliberately that, when the church
map of foreign Christian work. chooses to indicate its willingness to
eo:::ed‘h:o &d\-'l!ftngel would not be t.hat. effect, ours shall be a cheerful
i :;nl:ons. Baut for other oﬁcfrmg. We .have no purpose to-day
\ ave not space at pr:- | which would hinder our going to any

dancy and multiplicity. ‘
of an hour, or even two hours, half a.i
dozen topics are entirely too many. It t
has the effect of distracting: the mind;
to hear such a multifarious topic as |

tinue to favor this portion of his Zion.
Yours, &c.,

Giver of all good, to baable to report thas
in our little town, the late Xmas bolidays:
| bave been marked by an almost entire
| absence of intemperance, (a rare thing-in.
| Digby for maay years past) and there-
| bave been such gatherings as have tended-
to foster the true social clement; and te.
encourage all those whea are laudatly.
*seeking the good of society and the pros-

perity of the caase of God. In :his-we

| Methodists, an unassuming folk, have had
a share, Our ingenious and indefatiga-

ble lady friends, with one at their head,
whose name I could not venture to men-

tion without consent; prepared with

unabated enthusiasm for our Xmas Tree

festival (quite an institution here) and
everything with regard to it, came off®
pleasantly and satisfactorily. Our owm
people patronized it commendably and®
our expectations were more than realized
by the Tree and its collateral branches;
under the shadow of which appetite might

well be excited and could be fully satis~
fied; itreturned a net sum of a little more:

than $100. The Xmas Eve gathering was:

followed by a larger congregation at our
Public Service than we have seen before
on Xmas Day. Andlast though not leass,
from a financial standpoint to the occu-
pants of the Methodist Parsonage. Las#
Thursday evening after the Prayer Meet=
ing, a number of our friends repaired to
the - Parsonage and after spending about,
three hours, during which in singing':
music, conversation, and appropriate a

dresses, the social feeling ran high, we
were made the thankful and happy recip-
ients of a purse of over $60. Venly our
mercies abound and they seem to brivhtem
as they give notice to take their flight. O
this inexorable itinerancy! Personally
and relatively, as we get older, it seems
less attractive. Albeit we must not say &
word against it. It is good if not pleasant.

A few of our friends have opened =
Reading Circle in the Vestry for mutual
improvement during the winter months,
which we hope will be attended with in-
terest and advantage.

Our Gospel Temperance Prayer Meet- -
ings increase in interest and spiritusl
tone. We had an excellent meetmng
yesterday. We are constrained to thank
God and tgke courage.

ErL1As BRETTLE.
- -

| PORTLAND AND ST. JOHN, N. B.

DeAr MEe. EpiToR,—The winter sol-
stice bas occured—the holidnys have ar
rived and departed, and yet during this
usually inclement season old Boreas hase

J. H. Davis.
—_— e

ELGIN CircuiT.—On the Friday be-

that for Wednesday or Thursday last | fore Christmas the members of our con-

| announced at the opening of a meeting.

s{gregation at Pleasant Vale gave us a

surprise by coming to our house witha

One, or two at most, direct ideas, help | great number and variety of very valua-

to urge and lead devotion ; but beyond
this an opposite effect may be produced.
Still, we canuot always judge for others.

TrapE aAND EmpPLOYMENT. — Evi.
dences are all corroborative of the fact
that a reaction has set in upon the
Maritime Provinces, which will severe-
ly try the charity and patience of all
who consider themselves the friends of
the poor.
an agitation among mechanics, running
up wages and providing extensive em.
ployment. The very mild month of
December encouraged builders to keep
up their work well into the winter ; but
now that building has ceased, the

scvere. Reports agree in representing
many out of employment in that city.
From other towns in New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia we have but one as-
surance—money is; scarce, times are

sent. o 2 ol o
J . . place in the wide mission field ; and of

dull.  Duiiog the late autumn, a spir.

o= - PSSR

e

The fire in St. John created 1

strain upon the poor becomes very,

| ble presents, including a barrel of flour.

| The whole value of the presents was about

| fifty dollars. ay the Lord reward their
bearts. J. K. KiIxG.

T - — ,

|
|  RicuHiBucro, K. Co., Jan. 5.—Last
| week a committee from Kingston waited
! on the Rev. Mr. Parker, (Methodist cler-
gymen bere), and presented him with a
| Seal Skin Cap of the value of 814, and on
| Friday last Messrs. Forbes, Benley and
| Robinson, placed into the hands of tte
| rev. gentleman a Fur Coat valued at $40,
as a token from contributors in Kingston
and Richibuto, indicative of their respect
for the rev. gentleman, and appreciation
| of bis work. One pleasing feature in this
| matter is that leading citizens of Richi-
bucto (outside of the Methodist church,)
Catbolics as well as Protestants, joined
in the testimonial in recogmition of the
high esteesh in which Mr. Parker is held
in this community.—Moncton Times.
—— - e

WO0ODSTOCK presents a very changed
appearance this first week of 1878 from
that which it wore at the same period
last year. It has an appearance of new-
ness and incompleteness, but looking at
its long ranges of really fine and substan-
tial buildings on King and Main streets,
and the streets in the centre of the town

boen most remarkably considerate; the
| weather up to the present date being the
| mildest and most beautiful ever experiene~
| ed by even the *oldest inbabitant.” Up
| to the 5th inst., the ground was almos$
destitute of snow as in August, and a
present there is barely enough to make
sleighing, which is however very go

and is being enjoyed more especially by
those who delight in fast horses and the
merry jingle of sleigh bells. The very
favorable weather has been a great boom
to those who lost their homes in the city
by the calamitous conflagration in Juné,
as well as to those in Portland who wer€
| placed in the same position by the more®
| recent fire in October. The desolated city
| is rising from 1ts ruins with astonishing
rapidity. When contrasting its presend

| ago, one ean bardly fail calling to miD

| the fable of the pbenix being reproduc

| from its own ashes. The indomitable
energy and tireless perseverance dl‘bpl""-
ed by the citizens in rebuilding their fire-
ruined eity is in the bighest degree praise
worthy. Much bhas also been accomp]nshgﬁ
in the way of covering the burnt districk
in Portland with buildings, many
which we regret to say are not very 80
stantial, but such as the circumstances,
the people and their pressing nocosslt::
compelled them to erect. Noble effo .
bave been put forth to relieve the suffer
ors by the fire in October. Almost befor®
the fire was extinguished the mcmber; .
the St. John relief committee calle
meeting, and with a magnanimity be’:;ir
all praise voted $56000 to mitigate the
tress of those who bad been render_-
homeless and  foodless and . almost

appearance with that of a very few monthbs -

-
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