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The Clock of Human Life.
"Tis one o’clock—the silvery chimes
Are r.nging soft and low,
'@ver an infant’s cradle-bed,
. -As it awings to and fro ;
While smiling near, a8 mother bends,
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turn with aversion from the haliiual drunkard | the day o A :

learn to become drunkards, when, at the social | i

visit or festive party, the sparkling wine cup g’;. the courts of law. The issue upon which the case 'w to his class. The mode of wnding’ all his miracles are
placed in their hands by those whom they religion.  was tried hd‘md. Bot to the spiritual but to | the exercises was new to me, but the usual one. | manifestations o{hi-it.udn.-pemn, ‘ ]
and respect, and when they see it daily of ghristian ' the temporal aspect of the act of the Conferencs| A few verses.of gome familiar bymn wa« sung, a | ed with the same ease wiiwhich we pestorm ik St Wivte
the houses of their friends ?  All mgg charches, as in expelling him. By that expulsion he suffer- | prayer was offered up to the Throne of Graee, ordinary daily works. . ln‘enuount
| after which a few openipg remarks were made| In vain has infidelity, in ever-changing shapes |in a catholic and fraternal
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but the ustural and mry' vocates, our ministers and missionaries. This | Gen., Hon. ll-o.u,, M.LC, Hon. .
p.lonlbfch-.i-o not only at purity but at ueefulvess, | Fiab'ry. Cora., Avard Longley, Rail.
assotiation that it may be move weeful. {H. Richey, Mayor, A. G. Archibaid, Mg

opel-bOWd- afectionate, it delights | Tobin, M.P.P., A. M. Uniacke, D.C.L.,
spirit, snd constitutes | Pryor, D.C.L., M.P.P., Rob:. Morrow,
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Ringing the babe’s sweet advent hour,

*Tis two—three—fou i

Listening to the clear bells

In her heart’s deepest wells.
Tinkle ! tinkle ! soft and clear,
On the loving mother's ear.

L on

) <8 been sent
“ iininry to enquire
these colonies, that if we
p according to the best of our

Py Srmy and navy of Lagland "ill not

$itthe hoyr of need. [ say, instead

ing a single red coat from this coun-

e are tolc in terms that we cannot mistake

: press and people sud government of Great

i that the means of retaining them is to

% #how that®ve are prepared to sustain their efforts
{Z(y deserve to_be sustained st our hands.

f {ore 1 fgel, whilst this is the best means of
Pindirg the colonies more firmly to the Parent
+*Btate, it is slso the onlygway by which we can
« #ecure that ca-operation and eid from Eogland
- which we would neither deserve or obtain at her
¢ hands if we remained supine and indifferent. No
such ¢xpenditure for militia services, as stated
gﬁ Mr. Annand, will fall upon the Confederacy,
£ 88t i only engagements for defence with the
Imperial Government that are referred to. This
union will open a tide of prosperity and increase

to the commercial progress of this country beyond
all coreeption ; but if there were no such grounds
1 would advocate this scheme in the sincere be-

lief thet the question for Canadians and N:vnl

Scotians and New Brunswickers to consider is
this—Will you remain isolated and asunder
until Great Britain, disgusted and wearied, with-
draws the arm of support which she has so ge-
nerously afforded you, and ellow the provinces
to be agrallowed up by the neighboring Republic
—where you will find the true value of the
riglits and liberties you now possess, and learn
what taxation really means,

It wes sneeringly enquired the other night by
one of the exponents of these gentlemen, what
we cxpected to do;?/ﬂ)e millions of dollars
that we have put-##w: for defence? Need I

3 at with orly $20,000 a year we have
enrolled 50 000 men in Nova Scotia, and given
If with so
small a sum, and under the command of men

like Col. Jones (laughter), we have been able to
train militia which have received from the gal-

them five days training in a year.

Jant General who reviewed them, the encomium,

that they were * heaven born soldiers,” what will
we be able to affect with a million of doilars for
the Confederacy ? It was, I think, Lord Hard-
ing who said that in six weeks he would train
raw recruits so as to be able to stand the shock
of battle, provided they were associated with
and supported by well-drilled soldiers. What,
%t me usk, would our hundreds of t housands of
®ilitia be able to eff-ct, associated with the brave
#nd disciplined troops that Eagland is ever ready
® give us when required. But you are told that
$is is a step towards separation. How do you
meoncils such an idea with the despatch of the
‘fecretary of State for the Colonies, who I im-
- njine, is good authority on the subject, and which
atcépts this scheme as binding us to the Throne.
Lit me here refer to the un-British idea thrown
in this hall that Nova Scotia ought not to

fillis Confederation but keep to herself, be-

b '.N to England as a naval
iiSAEy Post on this Continent, and would
;" e retaived wh rest were left to their fate,
“1s there 2 man Wheis willing that Halifax should
become a ! that we should be
surrounded by d nd shut out from all
commuication with ¢ t of British North
America and all other ies ? I remember
hearing in this eity, s g an now on this
platform, remark in el rms that the loss
of one of the colonies sor of the fall
of the others, Would we'88lient to expatriate
ouraelves rom our B petplonists in British
America? 1 feel that I have y exhausted
your patience, and therefopsd shall only ask in
conclusion if the City of is willing that
the next decenial census sboald reveal the facts
that the last did—that whilst every other city in

i
iy

America hgd expanded, the $ide of progress had
untouched. But Ldo not believe that
o there is any danger of such & stigma again rest-

- >

iog upon us, I believe from this.the metropolis of
Nova Scotia will go eut an it fluence in favour of
this great echeme of union that will bave its full
efiect wpon the people of Nova Scotia. But
were the reverse 10 happen I have every confi-

" dence.in the i gence and patriotism of the
' am confident will never cease
ions until the Union of British North

RS, JOIN LANE, DE SABLE, F. E. L.
of paralysie, on the 3rd of October, in

the #ikfy-sccond year of her age, Margaret, wife

: - wfJebn Lanc, E«q, Brooklyn Cottage, De Ssble,

During the last six months of her life
‘Lage wss compelled to keep her bed, suf-
at times most severely, but bearing the
Bwith patience and pious resignation to the
g will. She experienced religion at the
xteen years, but in consequence of the

ons incident to youth, she lost her peace

o, - and for a long time her spirit was in
pible. At the age of thirty-five she was
ored to the divise light and love,

don sudl 1 ooulagood confession

etical sympathy. The ministejs found a

e aod bappy home in ber howse, =nd the
phiary cause had a strong hold of her affec-
and means. She has left a husbeud and
g children somowing for their loes, but re-

gain, for she died in Christ.—Cox.
LA T 2%
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" The Week of Prayer,

To devote the first week of the year to united
prayer for the divine blessing upon the various
interests of the cause of Christ, bas become an.
established imstitution among the churches'of
evangelical christendom. Contemplating the
christian world in the engagements of last week,

* how sublime the spectacle thus presented—a
large portion of the traly pious of every land
bowing in earnest supplieation before the Lord
- —~christians of various names, forgetting for the
time being their minor differences, blendiog their
voices in praise and prayer, and joining in earn~
est intercession for the prosperity of the whole
church. We may well believe that the Head of
the Church smiles upon those services of his
people, and that such union of prayer shall not

 be in vain.

1t is surely refreshing to mark any indications
of the dissipation of the denominational :&b

-"»&bhm of fermer tineés. The unb
3", < -

did intelet S hristian u 4y and eoncord, which

ser

the lives of m"."i”“ljm are as the dawn of and on this ground only the civil courts could ;by the leader ; then he called on each one in turn and forms, aseailed the everlasting foundations

take it up. And the question which the lawyers lto speak and tell his or her christian experience. | of this greatest and sublimest character that ever

had to d

'popbey warrants us te anticipate io
with the wider triumphs of the Gospel of the
Son of God. The originstors of the union of
prayer were doubtless christians of a catholi
spirit, and the Evangelical Alliance by encourag-
ing such union, sims at the fulfilment of our
Lord’s desire for Lis Church, “ That they all
may be one, as thou Father art in me and I in
thee, that the world may believe that thou hast
sent me.”

The subjects of prayer for the successive days
of the week were all highly appropriate and im-
portant. The first day was properly appropristed
to thanksgiving and intercession ; then followed
prayer for christian pastors, teacbers, Evangelists
and Missionaries—prayer for the youth of chris-
tian congregations and schools—prayer for Bab-
bath school teachers and other christian laborers
—prayer for the abolition of slavery and the
cessation of war, and lastly, prayer for the ho-
liness, activity and harmony of the church.

In these various topies it is gratifying that such
importance was attached to the christian instruc-
tion of gouth, as the great hope of the cburch.

It is especially worthy of note that there was in
| the whole an acknowledgment of the dependance
| of the chureh in sll her labours and agencies
|upon the essential blessing of the Most High,
snd that the burden of the prayers of the
{united chureh is for the larger effusion of
E the Holy Spirit, without which the highest qua-
i lifications of Ministers and cffice-bearers—the
| most commanding elcquence, the most zealous
| and self-denying labour, the most attractive or-
| dinances, and the most perfect system of church
| organization,—all will be utterly ineffectual.
| The removai of obstruetions to Christ’s work in
the world, and the building of his spiritual tem-
ple will be, “ not by might, nor by power, but
by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” God
is honoured by such a recoguition of the work
of the Holy Spirit, and will honour those who
thus honour Him.

What results are we warranted in expecting
from this annual union of prayer? To this in-
quiry it may not be easy to give a satisfactory
reply. Had we reason to regsrd such union
as a merely formal matter, we could pot in-
dulge in much expectation of advantage. Though
the response t@the call for prayer is by no means
s0 general or 80 whole-bearted as could be desired,
yet for what itis, and for the good effected there-
by in the past, we should be devoutly thankful.
We cannot doubt that the great revivals a few
years since, both in Europe and Americs, were
in s measure traceadle to the united prayers of
christians of the various churches. The special
want felt by the churches at the present time, is
an outpouring of the Holy Spirit. As to whe-
ther this great gift, essential to the revival and
enlargement of Christ’s cause, and so especially
desirable and y at the p t, shall be
widely experienced, will depend in a considera-
ble degree upon the efforts which the churches
shall make in their several fields of labour. It
is altogether good and pleasant for brethren of
different churches to meet in unity, and what-
ever may promote brotherly kindness is greatly
to be valued. Yet it would be a mistake for
churches to overlook their separate work. There
is service to be performed for Christ, in the edi-
fication of his people, and in the conversion of
sinners and their ingathering to the church,
which can be best accomplished by each church
in its own sphere, and in tion with its own
agencies. If every church is found “ apart” in
bumiliation before the Lord, and in hearty prayer
and labour for the revival ot God's work—if
Ephraim is heard saying, * What have I to do
any more with idols P” and if the tithes and of-
ferings ave laid upon God's altar, then will he as-
suredly “ open the windows of heaven and pour
out such a blassing that there shall not be room
enough to receive it.” May such prosperity
speedily be the portion of every one of the
churches of Christ.

From our English Correspondent.

Christmas Eve— Prosperity of the Country— Ap-
peal ¢of Dr. Colomso to a Court of Law—Invi-
tations for 1866 —Methodist Chapels calied
Churches— The Portrait of Wesley—AMr. Ar-
thur.

I write this on Christmas-eve; a day which
is held in great repute, more especially by the
children in old England. A walk of some five
miles along some of the thousand streets and
avenues of this huge metropolis, besides bracing
the nerves and sharpening the appetite—the na-
taral result in the keen north wind which is
blowing, drying up all the pools and puddles
which disgrace the suburbs more especially—re-
veals to the eye as pretty a sight of its kind as
any country can boast of in midwinter. All the
grocers shops, the fruiterers, the butchers, and
and wherever they deal in articles intended for
food, are decorated with a profusion of holly and
misletoe—the bright green of the holly-leaf, and
its equally bright scarlet fruit, giving an appear-
ance of verdure and cheerfulness equal almost to
that of summer.
keys from Norfolk, of weights to suit all custonu-
ers, from five pounds to thirty, besides geese in.
numerable, every bird adorned with a sprig of
bolly, load the shelves and windows of the poul-
terers, most of which will be cleared away before
night, in provision for the Christmas feast.

The review of the year 1864, so far as regarde
matters of domestic interest, is unusually barren
of events. Probably England never had a more
prosperous year upon whole, notwithstand-
ing the dearneses of moneyand the imperfect re-
storation of prosperity to the ootton districts of
Lancashire. The amount of trade which bas
been lost in consequence of the American war,
has been more than made up in other ways, more
especially by the extraordinary development of
mercantile relations with jIndia and China. So
that instead of “ Cotton ” being * king,” as was
dreamed by both North and South previous to
the commencement of their terrible struggle, it
is now demonstrated that the whole of that great
branch of British industry might be entirely
swept away, not indeed without severe local loss,
but without inflicting more than a temporary in-
convenience upon the general interests and for-
tune of this kingdom: :

Church matters, in default of any serious po-
litical controversies, are now taken up by our
daily pspers and by our statesmen in their vaca-
tion speeches. The appeal of Dr. Colenso is be-
ing tried, and excites much interest, though not
of & ‘theblogical kind. He contends that the
Bishop of Capetown hus no right to deprive him
of his office and emoluments, and in
this opinlofiit sppears that most of the English
lawyers . The position taken by our law-

Tens of thgusands of fat tux,'. [ Publie i

ide was, not whether the rules of the |A few words in reply were made to each one by | blessed or will bless the earth. He arises bright-

| Methodist Connexion were fair or unfair, but ta-  the leader suitable to their case, by way of im- | er and stronger from every fiery ordeal of criti-

king these rules and laws ss they stand in | provement and encouragement. Anmonvo]dsm,ndmdlmto every beholder as the
the minutes of Conference from year to year, 'appropriste in sentiment to the state of feeling | greatest benefactor of the race and the only Sa-
whether Dr. Warren bad been expelled in strict |expressed by some member of the class, was
sccordance with those rules, according to a fair |occasionally sung, which was sweweet relief to

| viour from sin and ruin.
| Yeos! be still lives, the Divine Man and incar-

interpretation of them, or not. The judges de- |the therwise somewhat monotoncus exercises. | nate God, on the ever fresh and self-authenticat-

cision went against him. In a similar way, what
the law lords had to decide in the case of Bishop
Colenso was, not whether the canons and formul-
aries of the Church of England are in accordance
with Scripture ; this is a theological question, and
does not lie within their province ; but whether
according to a fair interpretation of those formu-
laries as they actually exist, Dr. Colenso can be
convicted of heresy. This seems a perfectly fair
and honest way of proceeding. And if Dr. Co-
lenso cannot be convicted according to the exist-
ing law of the Church, it does not prove that be
is in the right ; it only proves that the law is
seriously defective.

In Methodist circles, invitations are flying

nuisance. Most of the principal changes in the
year afier next have already been arranged for ;
and in some cases negotiations are going on for
the Conference ot 1867.

A smart controversy appears brewing relative
to the Church Status of Methodism. The word
“ Church,” as applied to a building, has hitherto
in Eogland been appiied all but exclusively to
places of worship in connection with the Estab-
lishment ; while otber places of worship have
been denominated “ chapels.” Within the last
few years, the Dissenters have irnovated on this
ancient usage, and many of their new structures
are now called churches. Young Methodism has
just begun to follow this example, and two or
three new “ cburches” have recently been dedica-
ted. Strange as it may appear to readers on
the other side of the Atlantic, the adoption of
this word gives rise to a vast amount of angry
feeling, and of lugubrious foreboding. Thou-
sands of our good people are fully persuaded
that the sun of Methodism will set, as soon as its
sanctuaries are generally called churches. They
look upon it as a sure sign of Paseyism and Po-
pery and I know not what.

There is but little connexional intelligence of
importance. Dr. Jobson is bringing out bis
books in a more tasteful style than his predeces-
sor ; but he has gotinto hot water respecting the
hymn-book. The Book Committee resolved to
issue the hymn-book in future without the pic-
ture of John Wesley, which from time immemo-
rial has faced the title page. The ground of this
resolution was merely a matter of ®sthetics. It
was thought more seemly not to prefix a portrait
of any man to a book which is purely a book of
devotion. However the public have shewn con-
clusively enough that they are not of this opinion.
The books have been returned by thousands,some
of them quite indignantly. People insist on
having their pennyworth for their penny, and the
Book Committee have wisely yielded the point,
and have instructed their Steward, Dr. Jobson,
to issue the hymn books as before. This little
emeute has been altogether edifying to our ven-
erable father Thomas Jackson, who declares
that he is cheered not a little at seeing in his old
age so touching a proof of the love and venera-
tion of the people for the memory of the found-
er of Methodism. Mr. Arthur is now in better
preaching order than for many years past. It
was feared that his voice was gone ; but a system
of treatment to whbich he has subjected himself
has been remarkably successful, and he appears
likely to be as vigorous as ever. Ww.

London, Dec. 24, 1864,

Class Meetings.

I was born naturally, a Presbyterian deacon,
spiritually a Methodist ; that is to say, my father
was a Presbyterian deacon as long asl can re-
member, and until be died. My spiritual birth
took place some thirty years ago in a Methodist
* Four-days meeting,” as protracted meetings
were then called in the western part of the state
of New York. The exact time of this change
was at an afternoon prayer meeting held at a
good Baptist brother’s house—e0 I am of all de-
nominations, homogeneous !

After a suitable length of time, to test the gen-
uineness of my conversion, my father said to me,
“ my son"—I was a mere lad, only thirteen years
of age—* 1t is your duty to unite with some
Christian Church ; but I do not wish you to join
the Presbyterian Church because I belong to it ;
search and interpret the Scriptures for yourself,
and then, having formed your own opinionsf
°"-?:~'- rinal teachings, do your duty and make a
~fession of religion.” Venerated and
Gow %r.n her! thou couldst not have said
any thin ted the purpose, and yet thy gen-
'8 Mmope P .roul could not have uttered-
words n\ﬂ{i\b., 'z to Loy way of thinking! I
united with lww)len-n Church, but about
one half of my tii® ou the Sabbath found me in
a Methodist church, listening to a Methodist
sermon or enjoying a8 good Methodist prayer-
meeting.

r

Class-meethngs I had an antipathy against.
Years passed away, and I went out from the pa-
ternal roof into the world amongst strangers.
God led me by the angel of his providence into
the family of a Methodist class leader. But this
class leader never asked me to go to his class |

Other years passed and I married a Methodist
girl—as good @s she was beautiful. After get-
tling in our new home we attended for the most
part, the Presbyterian Church, bpt did not unite
with any Church. We did not sftend class-meet-
ings ; I bad a prejudice against them.

One day—years after this—my mother-in-law
being with us, she said to me, * George, come
and go to class-meeting with me to-night.” ]
will,” said I, on the spur of the moment, as if a
good angel had prompted it, “ if Mary will go.”
Now, as I said before, I had always disliked
class-meetings. I know not for what particular
reason ; in fact, if I had been asked for'a reason
of the unbelief that was in me 1 could not have
given one. I was under the impression that it

class-meeting. It was in a
and the class met in the basement
of the leader. The room, though

plainly, was tidy and neat, and had o

cided that in expelling him, the Conference had | At length I was called to give in my experience. | ing record of the G
acted strictly according to those laws to which | I arose, and reverted to the past, gave a brief| tory of eighteen centuries, and in the hearts and
Dr. Warren had pledged himself, and which be | statement of my wanderings in the Christian|lives of the wisest and best of our race. Jesus
was therefore bound to respect, and so the de- |course ; I then spoke of the invitation to sttend | Christ is the most certain, the most sacred, and

| the clase, and my unexpected appearsace among

them. The leader gave me a cordisl welcome ;
spoke a few plain words adapted to my case ; and
when be had finished, my wife’s mother sang a
few beautiful verses in harmony with the oceca-
sion, joined in by the members of the class.

On my return home that night my mind was

full with food for reflection. The seenes I hnﬂ‘

witnessed in the class-room deeply impressed
me. God’s Holy Spirit strove with me, anew,
awakening and convicting me of the necessity of
taking & new start in the Christian race. I slept
little that night, for my mind wandered back to
the timé when I first gave my heart to God, and
then forward through the many winding and

bitter tears because of my unfaithfulness to my
heavenly Father; because of my ingratitude to
God, from whom I had received so much. At
lengtir] sat down to the breakfast table with
my little family. I never had asked a blessing
at the table. I said to my wife and children that
when any of our friends presented us with any
thing it was but common politeness to thank
them ; and shall we not thank our heavenly
Friend for daily food ? and I asked a blessing for
the first time at our table. After breakfast ]
took the Bible, opened it at random, sud read
Psalm xcii, commencing, * It is a good thing to
give thanks unto the lord ... . to show forth
thy loving kindoess in the morning, and thy
taithfulness every night,” ete. I then knelt down
and offered my first prayer at the family altar,

The recurrence of the next class meeting found
me again there. I was exceedingly blessed with
the conscious presence of the Divine Comforter.
I united with the class ; was warmly received by
its members, and after six months’ probation was
admitted to full membership in the Church.

Thus I returned to my first love ; to the moth-
er that bore me ; and in the language of John
Wesley I can truly say, “ I can never bless God
enough for the instfation of the class me ting.”

And thus, by the kind invitation of a good
mother in Israel, I attended a class meeting for
the first time, and learned to love.it as the high-
est means of grace in furthering me %n in the
Christian course- Tex Evck.
—N. Y. Christian Advocate.
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The Greatest Moral Miracle in
History.

The following paragraphs are the closing
summary of a fine article in the Contfinental
Monthly, from the pen of Dr. Schaff, on the sin-
less perfection of Jesus.

Such was Jesus of Nazareth—a true man in
body, soul, and spirit, yet differing from all men,
a character absolutely unique and original, from
tender childhood to ripe manhood moving in un-
broken union with God, overflowing with the
purest love to man, free from every sin and er-
ror, innocent and holy, teaching and practising
all virtues in perfect harmony, devoted solely and
uniformly to the noblest ends, sealing the purest
life with the sublimest death, and ever acknow-
ledged since as the one and only perfect model
of goodness and holiness ! All human great-
ness loses on closer inspection ; but Christ’s
character grows more and more pure, sacyed, and
lovely, the better we know him.

No biographer, moraliat, or artist can be satis-
fied with any attempt of his to eet it forth. It i,
felt to be infinitely greater than any concepiion
or representation of it by the mind, the tongue,
and the pencil of man or angel. We might as
well attempt to empty the waters of the bound-
less sea into a narrow well, or to portray the
splendor of the rising sun and the starry hea-
vens with ink. No picture of the Saviour though
drawn by the master hand of a Raphael or Du-
rer or Rubens—no epic, though conceived by
the genius of a Dante or Milton or Klopstock,
can improve on the artless narrative of the gos-
pel, whose only but all-powerful charm is truth.
In this case certainly truth is stranger and strong-
er than fiction, and speaks best itself without
comment, explanation, and eulogy? Here and
here alone the highest perfectfon of art falls short
of the historical fact, and faney finds no room for
idealizing the real. For here we have the ab-
solute ideal itself in living reality. It seems to
me that this consideration alone should satisfy
the reflecting mind that Christ’s character though
truly natural and buman, ust be at the same
time truly -upemtgnl and divine.

Even Goethe, the most nniversal and finished,
but at the same time the most intensely worldly
of all modern poets, calls Christ * the Divine
Man,” the “ Holy One,” and represents him as
the pattern and model of humanity. Thomas
Carlyle, the great hero-worshipper found no
equal in all the range of ancient and modern
heroism ; he calls his life a “ perfect ideal poem,”
and his person * the greatest of all heroes,”
whom be does not name, leaving “ sacred silence
to meditate that sacred matter.” And Ernest
Renan, the celebrated French orientalist and
critic, who views Jesus from the standpoint of a
pantheistic naturalism, and expels all miracles
from the gospel history, calls him * the incom-
parable man, to whom the universal conscience
has decreed the title of 8on of GGod and that
with justice. since he caused religion to take a
step in advance incomparatively greater than any
other in the past, and probably than any yet to
come ;” and he closes his * Lite of Jesus” with
the remarkable concession : ‘* Whatever may be

the surprises of the future, Jesus will mever be|

surpassed. His worship will grow young with-

out ceasing; his legend will call forth tears with. |

out end ; his sufferings will melt the noblest
hearts ; all ages will proclaim that among the
sons of men there is none born grester than Je~
sus.”

The whole range of history and fiction far-
nishes no parallel to such s character. There
pever was anything even approaching to it be-
fore or since, except in faint imitation of his ex-
ample. It cannot be explained on purely human
principles, nor derived from any intellectual and
moral forces of the age in which he lived. On

the contrary, it stands ia marked contrast to the |

whole surrounding world of Judsism and hea-
thenism, which present to us the dreary pisture
of internal decsy, and which actually - crumbled

! }into ruin hefore the new moral creation of the:

erucified Josus of Nasareth, He is the one ab-
solute and unactountable exception to the uni-

“an .

"_"_"—-L‘m-j-ﬂ“; He is the gt

-y

his-

pels, in the

| the most glorious of all facts, arsayed in a beauty

and mgjesty which throws the * starry heavens
| above us and the moral law within us” into ob-
| scurity, and fills us truly with ever-growing rev-
| erence and awe. He shines forth with the sel-
| evidencing light of the nocn-day sun. He is too
| great, too pure, too perfect to have been invent-
|ed by sinful anll ening man. His character and
| claims are confirmed by the sublimest doctrine,
{ the purest ethics, the mightiest miracles, the

grandest spiritual kingdom, and are daily and
| hourly exhibited in the virtues and graces of all
| who yield to the vegenerating and sanctifying
| power of his spirit and example. The historical
| Christ meets and satisfies our deepest intellectu-

about thick and fast for ministers to their new | crooked paths to the present—and what of the t al and moral wants. Qur souls, if l_'h Yo fh'i'
Circnits after he Conference of 1866. It has|future? That question was now to be determin- | noblest impulses and aspirations, instinctively
now become the fashion with Circuit Stewards to |ed. 1 srose the néxt morning little refreshed | turn to him as the needle to the maguet, as the
invite ministers two years, or thereabouts, before | in body, and my mind still deeply agitated. 1 flower to the sun, as the panting .hnrt to the
the time. The practice has become a perfect |could scarcely dress for weeping. Yes, I wept | fresh fountain. We are made for him, and “ our

beart is without rest until it rests in him.” He
| commands our assent, he wins our admiration,
| he overwhelms us to humble adoration and wor-

ship. We cannot look upon him without spir-
itual benefit. We cannot think of him without
| being elevated above all that is low and mean,
| and encouraged to all that is good and noble.
| The very hem of his garment is healing to the
| touch ; one hour spent in his eommunion, out-
weighs all the pleasures of sin. He is the most
precious and indispensable gift of a/merciful
{ God to a falien world. In him are the treasures
| of true wisdom, in him the fountain of pardon
I and peace, in Him the only substantial hope and
comfort of this world, and that which is 1o come.
Mankind could better sfford to lose the whole
literature of Greece and Rome, of Germany and
France, of England and America, than the story
of Jesus of Nazareth. Without Him, history is
a dreary waste, an inextricable enigma, a chaos
of facts without meaning, connection, and aim ;
with him it is a beautifu!, harmonious revelation,
the slow byt sure unfolding of a plan of infinite
wisdom and love ; all ancient history converging
to his coming, all modern history receiving from
him his higher life and impulse. He is the
glory of the past, the lifq of the present, the
hope of the fature. We cannot even under-
stand ourselves without him. According to an
old Jewish proverb: “ The secret of man is the
secret of the Messiah.” He is the great central
light of history as the whole, and at the same
time the light of every soul ; he alone can solve
the mystery of our being, and fulfill our intellec-
tual desires after truth, all our moral aspirations
after goodness aad holiness, and the longing of
our feelings after peace and happiness.

Not for all the wealth and wisdom of this
world would I weaken tne faith of the bumblest
Christian in his Divine Lord and Saviour; but
if, by the"gruce W God, I could convert & single
sceptic to a child-like faith in him/who lived
and died for me and for all, I w feel that 1
had not lived in vain.

The Miramichi
An esteemed correspondent who takes a great
interest 1n the Revial at New@stle, Miramichi,
N. B., informs us of a visit made by the Rev. M.,
Pickles to that place, and that the results of his
labours there, have been most gratifying. Our
correspondent writes, “ You will be thankful to
know that the work of the Lord is still progress-
ing in this place. Family worship has been re-
vived where it had been long neglected, and
songs of holy joy ascend from many hearts that,
a few months ago, were in nature’s darkness.
This blessed revival commenced about five
months ago in the humble Wesleyan Chapel in
Newcastle, and from there it spread among God’s
people, until a heavenly flame was kindled also
in the Baptist Church. * There have been added
to our church about eighty persons. God grant
thet all their names may be written in the
Lamb’s Book of Life. There has been an in-
creased interest taken by the new converts in the
Sabbath School, and with the promise of much
success. The Cadets of Temperance gave a Tea
Meeting on the 2Ist ult., in aid of our new
church, and though the cold was intense, yet the
ardour of the ladies who took a prominent part
on the occasion, was not thereby at all diminish-
ed. The meeting was attended by Ministers of
the different denominations. We solicit an in-
terest in the prayers of God's people, that this
delightful revival may extend and incresse yet
more and more.”

v‘l.

Three Classes of Young Men.

There are in society three classes of young
men, the middle one of which shades into the
other two. _The first ome is, unhappily, very
numerous, consisting of those who are openly
travelling the broad road to destruction. This
class frequent bar-rooms, toeatres and other
places of evil resbrt—they drink, smoke and
swear, and, in the emphatic language of the
Apostle  work all uncleanness with greediness.”
These are the cause of anguish to their parents,
of mistrust to their employers, of mourning and
fear to society. The power of divine grace can
turn, and has turned individuals of this class ;
but, generally speaking, they go en from bad to
worse, till they make shipwreck of all that is
desirable in this world, and plunge into an abyss
of never-ending woe in the next.

The second class is even more numeroas than
the first, and consists of those who are “ halting
between two.” These are tolersbly, or perbaps
quite, correct in their manners and habits;

their temporal duties ; and, upon the whole, a
source of hope and comfort to parents, employ-
ers, snd society. But if they are not decided
for evil, neither are they for good. They are
like the Laodiceans,—neither cold nor hot. They
cannot tell, nor any one else, whether they are
for Christ or agsinst him. They linger sbout the
dividing of the way, besitating whether to choose
this world or the next ; with some vague hope,
perhaps, that all will be well, becanse they ate
ot so bad as others. Let all such, hows¥er,
remember that so long aa they do nut positwely
choose the narrow road thet leadeth untodife,
| they are also, like the first class, on the broad
|road that leadeth to destruction. The Lord
Jesus said distinctly, * He that is not fox me is
against me,”

The third class consists of those who throw
in their lot decidedly with the people of Geod, who
enlist under Christ's: baaner and fight the good
fight of faith as soldiers of the qgess. From
this class, which is the hope of the church and
the world, come our Sabbath-school teachers, our
Vihle and st distribotens. >

f

’

honorable and respectable in the discharge of

|the most potent Evangelical alliance of the
churches. .
We have heard of a church .o.":l:.:
New Esgland which had been going oo
of mind,‘in s course of cold prepiiety, & fow
yourg men of which desiring something more
|warm and earmest, met among themselves for
‘ to
prayer, and as & necessary consequence ull
put forth some efforts for Christ. But instead
of the pastor and deacons thanking God for such
| helpers, and encouraging the youths by every
| means in their power, they summoned them to 8
formal rebuke for their forwardness snd irregular
proceedings ; and consequently either nipped
their usefulness in the bud, or drove them out
to be the strength and life of some other deno-
minations which had more of the spirit of Christ.
It gives us great pleasure to believe that there
are few or no churches in Canada like that which
we have described ; but that all are willing to
encourage their young men to serve the Lord
with their whole heart in any way to which M
may feel a call,—their only wish 1 the premises
bei;xg that the number of such young men may
be multiplied a thousand fold by accessions from
the two classes previously described.— Montreal

Witness.

A Temperance Agency.

An appeal has been issued to the friends of
Temperance throughout Nova Scotis to afford
means, by an annual contribution from year to
year, to sustain continuously the employment of
Temperance Lecturers, to itinerate h the
Proviace. This Appesl, which” we publish by
request, comes from the Grand Division of the
Sons of T. of N. S. through the Agency Com-
mittee of that body. Two Lecturers, we under-
stand, have been appointed; one for the year
who eommences his labours forthwith, and the
other for a more limited period during the win-
ter months. We wish them t in

N.A., Andrew Downs, MZ.S, prof. H, .
C.L., Prof. Lawson, Ph. D, LL.D,, Jbrt:
sey; Eoq., P. Carteret Hill, D.C.L J R the
Beg. -
EXECUTIVE COMMITTER, ren
Andrew MacKinlay, Esq., (Chinmn'\m.
nard Gilpin, M.D., T. M. Jone, F.L§, R
Forrester, D.D., FM.RH.S., Ald. J. Jen.
Rev. D. Honeyman, D.C.L., F5.S., (Sec' .
The proposed Exhibition, like that of 1ga-
to be formed after the model o} 1851, °
these it is to be regarded as the result o';:
practical genius of the late Prince Consort, a,
enjoys the patronage of Her Majesty the Queen ;
it is also promoted by the Societyof Arts in
London, and the British Governmen\ The po-
sition which the Exhibition is to occpy in the
British Isles is most eligible, and will acces-
sible to thousands and tens of (houk, who
had not the opportunity of witneasing oy noble
efforts in 1862. The spacious Crystal Paace in
which the Exhibition is to be held is intedled to
occupy permanently the site on which it s be-
ing erected, so that our Coal column, if sen, and
other articles, may remain in the buildijg e
monuments of Nova Scotia and her et
It is confidently expected that our Lmton
in their respective spheres, and other influtial
men throughout the Province will in a patjouc
manner, sid the committee in preparing a yrop.
er representation, and that our chief manufajtur.
ers of all kinds, confident in the superior har.
acter of their productions, will contribute Joiu
and portable articles, in order to oomp}hfor
those honors that will give position to their
manufactures, and consequent demandi-and
profits. ¢

D. HONEYMAN, Sﬁ'y.
Halifaz, Jan. 5, 1865. \

gres
their philanthropic labours, and hope that the
result of the appeal now made will be seen in the
generous response of the frends of Temperance,
and the employment henceforward of at least
two lecturers constantly in the field.

For many years past the Grand Divisiog has
annually appointed s Committes to whiz{";; bes
delegated the important duty midi:}.'"
the dissemination of our principles through ¢
sgency of Temperance lécturers, The office of
the Committee has hitherto approached mué®

Lecturets, have, indeed) iy om-
ployed, and their adiresses bave. invariably
produced the most enchuraging results; but in
every instance the fudj at our disposal were
speedily exbausted, mid our operations have
amounted to litle more than a series of spasmodic
efforts, scarcely equal to the accomplishment of
any valiable and permanent result. While
vearly every little hymiet in Nova Scotia, has
its liquor sellers, incemantly plying their deadly
calling—while the customs of society and the
solicitations of the tempter hourly surround the
feet of the youthful aad unwary, with snares that
are too often fatal—sceres of settlements through-
out the Province have never heard the warning
voice of the Temperance lecturer, and in many
others the powerful impression which one or two
lectures have produced, has gradually but surely
faded away before hostiie infl in t
operation.

The Agency (TUiifittee are firmly couvinced
that the employment of lecturers forms the most
efficacious of all possible means for the extension
of total abstinence principles. Every member of
our Order must have read with pleasure in the
columns of the Absteiner, the accounts published
by Messrs. McArthur and Beattie of effects
produced by their sddresses. Some years ago
Brother John 8. Thompson, in the course of »
lecturing tour rousd the Eastern shore of the
County of Halifax, induced some hundreds of
bpersons to take thepledge ; but se few of these
have since ever seeh the face of an advucate of
Temperance, manyof them have probably re-
turned to their oMl drinking customs. These
and similar facts bave so deeply impressed the
Committee with a tense of the almost omnipo-
tent efficiency of apermanent and wide-spread
system of lecturing, that if they should be asked
“ When shall we ip sble to abojish the sale of
intoxicating drinks, and arrest the progress of
intemperarice in lt’u Scotia ?” they would ans-
wer this question By another—* When will you
mske up your‘Ii'ndl to meet the expense of
maintaining regularly recarring lectures on Tem-
perance in every village in Nova Beotia P”

The Committes éannot but believe that a bold
attempt to carry out a project so noble, and to
secure a result gt once so valuable and so cer-
tain will compend itself to the sympathy and
support of eviry true Son of Temperance.—
They have determined therefore to make a viger-
ous effort to accomplish the plan, so long agitated,
for the establishment of a permanent fund,
They bave procured as many snnual subseribers
of one dollar and upwards in the city of Halifax
as justifies them in making a commencement.
They bave engaged a suitable lecturer, and will
keep him in the field as long as they have a dol-
lar to spend. They now throw themselves on
the liberality of their country brethren, snd in-
vite every Division in the Province to t
an active Committee to canvass for
scribers. They would respectfully remind bro-
thers of the Order that the dissemination of our
principles is the great object for which we are
associated, and that this is more emphatically a
question 6f money than snything else. If we
lose sight of this object, our splendid i
rooms, glittering regalia, solemn ritual, and
pompous installations will scarcely compensate
for the time and sttention which they cost.—
They know, however, that as no true soldier ever
forgets his colours, 8o no true Son of Temper-
ence ever forgets his principles, and they hope
for such a response as will enable them to keep
not bnly one but two, or perhaps even three
lecturers, in permanent employment. Five hun-
dred pounds eould in this way be profitably ex-
pended, and this sum might be easily raised if

tious convictions of duty.

For the Provineial Wesleyan.

The Intercolonial Exhibition, 1865.

Sir,—In compliance with the request of the
Secretary of Staté for the Colonies, in connection
with the Great Dublin International Exhibition
of 1865, His Excellency the Lieut.-Governor has
taken decisive steps, with a view to a proper re-
presentation of the resources of our Colony. An
influential and efficient organization bas been
formed ; the report of the Committee relating to
the character and cost of the proposed represen-
tation, has be¢n submitted to our Government,
who bave readily agreed to support the Com-
mittee in their efforts.

The following is a liet of the respective Com-
mittees engaged in the promotion of the work :
. COMMITTEE :

His Excellency the Lisut.-Governor,
man,) Masjor-General Doyle, Hon.” W.
Chief Justice, Hon. Dr. Tupper, Pro. Sec.,

A. Heary, Atty. Gen., Hon. J. McNeb,

more closely to the nature of a sinecure e b*\
been at all consistent either with the 4 .
our Cause, or with the ®p ‘ o

Brothers will all act sccording 10 their conscien- | the
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Gemeral Intelligence. -
‘ Colonial |

Tue Prcrou EikcTioN.—The nowingion
rd off very quietly on Thursday last.
cDonald, Financial Secretary, was elect
acclamation.
Tue SHERIFFS' APPOINTMENT.—In thi hist of
Sheriffs for the several counties, the-oniymiters-
tion is in regard to Queen’s Co., J. N. Fpeman
Esq., being appointed in the place of J. W.
Scott, Eeq.
EpucaTiONAL AssoCIaTION.—The Tejchers’
Association met at Truro on Wednnd’ the
28th ult. The meeting is spoken of as Bing »
highly interesting one, and likely to bopf ad-
vantage.
THE LATE JUDGE STEWART.—AL a npeting
of the Bench and Bar held on Tuesday, 3{inst.,
resolutions were passed expressive of t
esteem entertained for the late Judge
The Judge was in his 71st year. His
were conveyed to Amherst for intetm
pension of £400, enjoyed by Judge Bre
now saved to the country.
Nova 8cotia Fruir.—It is gratifyin
that in addition to the #* gat class three
second class Ccrliﬁc-t“'-rded tiy Fruit
Grower's Association by the Royal H ral
Society, London, for the Fruit sent to th{Exhibi-
tion last month ; that the Secretary, D), K. Starr,
Esq., has received word by the last ste that
they have also been awarded the R. H. y'a
large Silver Gilt Floral Medal.— Sun.
MzraxceoLy Loss or Lire—Th € B.
News gives details of the melancholy of
the Schooner Star in the_East Port Ngs -
adiew. Seven dead t » were

Five were identified and buried in one jgrave in
the Wesleyan Cemetery, Sydney. 1"3 are sup-

to have lpen strangers and p ers.
same paper states that a respecta dle
aged man named James Dunn of the Gpnd Nor-
rows, was found in Howie's brook, the
Fork’s Bridge, on Tuesday evening | He
was accidentally drowned whilst wateing his
horse on his return from Bydney to hil home.
The sleigh in its descent must have jerled the
ul man from his seat, and|falling
head and shoulders into the brook, un-
able to extricate bimself, and there suffo-
cated. The budy was found soon after §e acci-
dent by young James Howie,but life wasjxtinct.
87. SterEEN'S BRancH Ramroan—This
road ing Bt. Btephens with Lawrfice on
the line of the Bt. Andrews and Quebec rlroad,
distance 19 miles, is to be gommenced idmwedi-
ately. The contract has been made with| Law-
rence M. Myers, Esq, who bas been conjected
for several years in the construetion of rojds in
thisand other states. The whole line is twuilz

including the laying of the track, and rea{y for
running by lst of mber next. The'Calais
Advertiser says the conditions are that he is to
commence operations before the first of Jasuary
1865, and expend in labour on said road 1 the
first day of July, one hundred thousand dollars ;
then the Trustees agree to give him up the Char-
ter of the road, government grant, &c, If he
fails to fulfill his part of the agreement, that ends
the matter, and the present complny stind as it
did before such agreement was entered lato.

A Mi1ssTATEMENT CORRECTED,—It
stated in several local newspapers, an
rently reported through the country, thg the re-
signation of members of the Execu;i:l,' which
have ly been d, have caus-
ed in consequencee of differences amyng the
members of the Cabinet on the questiop of In-
tercolonial Union. Buch is not the cage. We
are justified in stating that tt e question ¢f Union
has not even been raised in the Executive; as”
that the Government have never entertsi -
idea of rescommending Confederation, sither
the Assembly or the people. Colonel Gray and
the Colonial Becretary, it is well known, are fav-
ourable te that measure, and would be glad to
see the country declare in favour of it, but neith-
er gf these gentlemen have ever conceived the

been
is cur-

of the tive, or of either brangh of the
We recommend those who view
as s calamity, to make thefr minds
s for so long as a mejority of the people are
to it, no attempt will be made o legis-

late upon the subject.— /slander,

NEwroUNDLAND WESLEYAN AcCADEMY.—
Yesterday the semi-annual examination of the
pupils of the Wesleyan Academy was beld, in
presence of the Revs. P, Prestwood and Turner,
some of the Directors, and of the parepts and
friends of the pupils, and other friends of kduca-
tion. Owing, we presume to the severity of the
weather, the attendance was smaller than usual.
Cl were ined in Englisb Grammur,
French, Geography, Arithmetic, Latin and
Natural llhou examination being chicfly
of the junior in :l.ld'hic& nhry oatisfac-

proficiency was evinced, with that careful
:’zﬁ’nﬁon to fimst principles which is the founda-
tion of sll scdurate scholarship. [a Arithmetic
examination was more general, and the quick-
ness and scofiracy with which the exercpes were
performed gave evidence of diligence apd car«ful
training. reading of & pumber gf origiral
ieces, with recitations and some aglusing cis-
fogues, ciosed the proseedings ; aftet whi.h 1
Rev. Mr. Pp-tvood and Mr. Rogeyson expree:-
:;I.M m,mm m manfer in which
acqui! ves, asd compliment -

:&&: Reid, the Principal of the Acndpclm) on

pils
aseiduity apd success with which he con-
tinues to di his’arduous duties, as evinc-
ed by.the progress of his pupils, shown
by mesner in which they acquitted themi-
;212 that day.—Newfmdtaad Eazpress, Dec.

CANADIAN AFFATRS.—The Editor of the St
John Telegraph, writing from Quebec, ishes
the Fespecting the pgitation | the
threatened repeal of the Reciprocity Tr
There is great excitement in Canad
war sbound. The people are arou

Raiders, the
the order for thirty com

ian Militia to “ hold tL-ur:n
&o., the good people of

s lively time.. The governmest
are tremendously

very Canadian
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of attempting to force it upon the consider- *

ors
d. The

Militis stand ready to'rush to arms. § Between
enians, Gen. Dix injercepted
of ‘h..
in resdi-
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