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" LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION,

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA,
Ottawa, Canada, March Tth, 1900,
The Editor of THE CATHOLI( RECORD,
London, Oat.:

Dear Sir: For some time p':mt I lmw. rmn.l
your estimabla paper, Tiwr CATHOLIC RE
CORD, and congratulate you upon the man
per in which it is published.

Its matter and form are both good ;'and a
trnly Cath- lic epirit pervades the whola,

Therefore, with pleasure, | can rec mmend
it to the faihful. L

Blessing you, and wishing you success,

Beliave e, to remain, e
Yours faithfully in Jesus Chriat,
4D, FALCON10, Arch, of Larissa,
Apost, Deleg,

—— oo

THE RECORD AND POLITICAL |

PARTIES.
The Toronto World, in commenting
on an article which appears d fin this
journal on the 10 h inst., spoke of the

Recorp a8 belog an organ of the Re
form party. The Rrcorp has pever
harnesecd itgeli 10, and Leves bas been,

and never will bacome, subservient to
any political party. It started a8 an
independent Ca holie journal, and be
eanss it hag ever maintained its in-
dependent character, it er joys the con-
fidence, and, we venturs to ey, wields
an Influence amongst the Catholics of
Ontario (as its gubseription llst attests)
which a& the sgubsidized organ of any
could
For a fres people will never ba In

Government 1t never possess.
fluenced by opinions expressed or ad-
vico tendered by & paper which may
be called npon every week to cloak, or
defend, the or aven too
zonlous tie of the party politiclan

provident

Oar cplvions are our own, and in
expressing them we are gulded by
what we concelve to be the true in
treats of our poople and the country at
large. £

THE PAI’AlL, DELEGATE.

We learn from La Patrie that Mgr.
Falconio, the Apostolic Dalegate, officl-
ated at St. Patrick's church, Montreal,
on St. Patrick's day. The Irish popu-
lation of that city and of the Domlinion
will highly appreciate this recognition
of Irigh nationality by His Excellency.

Daring his visit to the city His
Excellency, accompanied by bgr.
Racicot, V. G. of the dlocece, and
many other priests, visited & number
of the Catholic institutions, among
which were the Hospital of the Grey

Nuns, the Nazareth convent of the
blind, the community of the Deaf

Mutes, the Hotel-Dieu, St. Authony's
Academy, and Notre Dame Hesplital.
0Oa Sundey His Excellency cfliciated at
High Massin St Patrick's, after which
an addregs on behalf of the clergy of
that church was presented him, being
read by Rev. M Cuilaghan {n the ab

gence of Father Quiullvan, who was
guffering from an attack of pneumonia,
In reply, His Excellency sald :

 Nothing can afford the Holy Father more
pleasure, 1 can assure you, than to konow
that he has the love of the Irish people, and
{hat he is by them recoguizad as the success
or of Peter and the vicar of Jesos Christ, 1
am mnot at all surprised to find so much
patriotism amongg you, for if there is 4 nation
on the face of the earth whe, notwithstand
ing tremendous trial, has remained faithful
to our holy religion, it is Irelaud, the iome
of martyrs and the island of saints. 1 may
say | know the Irish race. I had the pleas-
ure of spending the first yesrs of my winis-

try in their midst, and those days are days
of sweet remembranes whicii shall never ve
forgotten,  Nothing affords me greater

pleasure than to celebrate, after a lapse of
thirteen years, the feast day of St. Patrick
among the Irish people.”

HELP FOR CATHOLIC PUPILS.
Ag announced in our last lssue we
begin this weck the publication of
notes on the selections for literature
for the next High School Entrance Ex.
amination. These notes are intended
net only for the teacher, but as well,
and perhaps chictly, for the pupil.
They should be of assistance not only
to those who purpuse writing on the
entrance papers, but also for all
pupile who are studying the fourth
reader, since they mark out a proper
plan for the preparation and intellf-
gent appreclation of their reading les
song. Since several ¢f these selcctions
are common to the Canadizn Catholie
geries and the Oatario serles, puptls of |
the Public or tho Separate schools using |
the last named books will receive

material assistance from the study of
there notes as they appear in our
pages. We feel “certain, therefore,
that Catholic parents throughout the
Province will appreciate the kindness
of Inepector White in preparing these
notes and the enterprise of the Cari-
oric Recorp in publishing them for
the benefit of all Catholic pupils.

THOSE WHO ARE LOST.

There 18 one point of Catholic doc
trine that some Protestant ministers
geem unable or unwlilling to under-
gtand. It i3 & common occurrence to
see American and Canadian preachers
stand up and solemnly charge all
Catholics with being compelled to be
lieve that men like Longfellow, Lin
coln, Livingstone,(John A, Macdonald
and Alex. Mackenzle are all burning
in hell. In apolemical letter written
a few years ago, the present pzs‘or of
Strathroy stated the Catholic doctrive
on this question in language as plain
ag the light of day. It would be rd-
advisable for those ministers who have
hazy notlons on this point, to cat out
the following paragraph and keep it

for future reference :

“EAVED OR DAMNED,"”

The Catholic Church never places on
the calendar of saints the name of any man
until, on careful investigation, it has been
positively proved by revelation, or by
miracles wrought by Almighty God, that he
is in heaven. On the other hand, the Catho
olic Church doss not pronomnce that any
man has besn damned, unless it has been
positively proved by revelation from God, or
other indubitable evidence, that he has heen

damued.
Avrpert McKeon, 8. T. L

A COMMERCIAL COURSE.

The Religicus of the Sacred Heart of
London, whose syetem of studies is de-
voted to a superior course in Euglish
and French, as also to the many ac-
complishments such u8 vocal and In
strumental music, drawing, painting,
ete., have lately decided to add & com
mercial course to their curriculum
The Academy wiil thus be enabled to
impart a first class education to young
ladies in every walk of life.

The commercial course will include
guch useful studies as stenography,
type-writing, book keeplng, business
corregpondence, preparation for work
in lawyer's offices, ete

We are more than pleased that this
world - renowned order of Catholic
teachers have mads this new departure
for London. The graduates of the
Sacred Heart, it may be sald, are found
in almost every country in the world,
and lend grace and dignity to the
soclety in which they move.

The requirements of the present age,
however, render 1t advisable to enlarge
the sphere of their usefulness, and tke
business course will be hailed with the
utmost satisfaction by a large number
who find it necessary to acquire a
training suitable for the commercial
world In which so many young ladies
are obliged to seek a livelihocd.

vur daughters may now linish a
thorough and refined courss of educa
tion ; and afterwards devote a few
months to acquiring the theoretical
knowledge which will make them
practical women, capable of helping
husband or brother in their accounte,
or fitted for the office or the detk.

We understand that the Business
Department of the Sacred Heart
Academy, Queen's Avenue, will be open
to recelve pupils on April 1st, or a
little later.

The Academy will shortly celebrate
the golden Jabllee of its establishment
in London ; and with a justifiable
pride may we lock back and contem-
plate the great and good work per-
formed in that time, in the cause cf
religion and education,

We wish the Raligious of the Sacred
Heoart abundant success

THE NEW SEPARATE SCHOOL
INSPECTORSHIP.

Oar readers will have seen by the
budget speech recently delivered in
the Legislature of Ontario by the Hon,
G. W. Ross, Prime Minister, that it is
the intention of the Government to ap-
point soon an additional Separate
School Inspector.

We are pleased to find that the Pre-
mier and the Hon, Mr, Harcourt, Min-
ister of Education, have at heart the
interests of the Separate schools of the
Province, and are anxious to keep
them in a state of efficlency.

As there are mnow 547 Catholic
Saparate schools in the Province, each
of the two inspectors who at present
have the charge of inspection must
visit 174 schools widely separated from
each other, whereas the Pablle school

Inspectors have each ounly 74 schoo s
01 an average within their jurisdic

"tion, and these within the limits of a

single county or half a county. It
may be seen at a glance, under such
circumstances, that

school Inspectors must either overwork
themselves, or do their work inefficient-
ly, and in any case the work must be
done hurriedly.

The two gentlemen who are now
Separate School Inspectors have done
thelr work well, but they cannot eon-
tend against nature, aud it would not
be too much if they were aided in
their work by two new Inspectors ; but
we are thapkful to have even one.
But in the appointment of that one,it 18
to hoped that the Hon. Mr. Harcourt
will make a good selection of a thor.
oughly competent and experlenced
teacher.

There is algo another qualification
which should b found in the new In-
spector, Ha should be a real and
practical Catholic, not merely a nom-
inal one, otherwise his instincts will
not serve him to assist in improving
the status of Catholic education. To
gecure this object, he should be ap
proved by the Catholic hierarchy, who
are the natural guardlans of Catholic
education, Any other appolatment
han of voe approved of by the Catholic
hierarchy of the Province would be
highly objactionable. Sach anappoint:
ment should not be made by political
wire pulling and intrigue, but with a
view eolely to the ¢fliziency of Catholle
education, and, to attain this, the best
qualified in every respect should be
appointed.

THE LORD'S PRAYER THE UNI-
VERSAL PRAYER,

The following contribution to the
Open Court, by Rev. Sliliman Blagden
calls attention to the universal accept

ansa of tha Tard'a

f oraver by all
pations and creceds as an evidence
that the yearnings of the human
heart towards Almighty God as our
Father are an evidence that the be-
lief in a Supreme Geod, our Father
and Creator, is found everywhere,
belng firmly implanted by nature in
the mind and heart of man, making
the Lord's Prayer truly ‘‘the prayer
of the universe or the universal
prayer.”

“(One of tha most marvelous achievements
of the Parliament cf Religions at the Chicago
World’s Fair was the readiness wi'h which
the religions of the world united in thade
vout recital of the Lord’s Prayer, happily
designated by President Bonney as ' The
Universal Prayer,’” When at the opening
of the parliament Cardinal Gibbons used it
the vast audience of about four thousand
people joined in it; and having been re-
peated on each of the seventeen days of tho
great convocation, the Parliament of Relig-
ions was closed with it by Rabbi Hirsch,
Thus it became a deliberate expression of
the world’s religious unity.”

THE CHRISTIAN SCIENTISTS,
SO-CALLED.

It is claimed by the Christian S:ien-
tists that there has been an advance
in membership in that Assoclation or
gect in all parts of the United States
and in foreign countries, which is
truly marvellous. It is asserted that
there ‘are now 394 charter churches,
80,000 enrolled members, and 12,000
active ministers. Mrs, Eddy's period-
ical publication, which is considered
to be the text-bock of the organization,
is also said to have increased to such
an extent that nearly 200,000 coples
have been distribated down to the pre-
sent time.

We do not dispute that there has
bsen a somewhat large increase in the
number of adhersnts of Christian
Science, but to us it does not appsear
very extraordinary in the present
condition of Protestantism. Every
day Protestantism is growing more
and more fantastical in its crudities.
Falth in the truth of tha Bible is being
constantly mors and more sapped, till
at the present moment it can scarcely
bo said that there is a real belief in
Christianity remaining in any of the
prominent sects, except, perhaps,
among Lutherans, All the Eaglish-
speaking sects have yielded to the in-
sldious infidelity which has been in-
troduced into them by their clergy,
and the time seems to be approaching
which was indlcated by Christ when He
sald :

‘* But yet, when the Son of Man cometh,
shall He find, think you, faith on earth ?"

It is constantly becoming more and
more evident that faith in the dog
mas of Christianity is being utterly
abandoned, and the Protestant clergy
of all denominations are leading this
movement on what the late Rev, Mr,
Spurgeon denominated ‘‘the down
track to infidelity.” KEven it is the
boast of the clergy and the religious
press that this is the case ; for what
olse does it mean when we find the
press proclaiming that the spirit of

dogma disappearing ?

ity are no longer being taught as they

the Cathoilc !

were but a quarter of a century ago.

There is & desire still existing
among many people to know what
Christ really taught, and the departure

from the distinctive dogmas to which
the sects have hitherto clung with ten-
acity leaves in the mind ¢f those who
bave belleved with all their heart and
intellect the doctrines which they learn-
ed in their youth, the consciousness
that Christian truth is not now to be
found in any sect, and these people
lock to those who assert something
positively to be the truth, however er-
roneous may be the doctrines they as-
gert.

Christian Sclence, so-called, is a
patent fraud, which is neither Chris:
tianity nor science, but its promulgat-
org assert that it is truly found in the
Bible, snd this is enough to entrap
the unwary who are in search for the
certainty of revelation. They no
longer find positive teaching in Pro
testantlsm, and they gulp down
greedily anything novel, wherever
they find it—except in the Catholle
Church, where positive dogmas are
truly to be found, with this difference,
that the Christian Sclentists propound
a gospel of absurdity, whereas the
Catholic Courch teaches the whole doz
trine of Christ, just as it was originally
believed, and handed down unchanged
throughout the ages from Christ and
His Apostles to the present generation.

And why is it that these certainty-
seckers embrace Mrs. Eddy's fantasies
in preterence to Catholic truth? This
is due in a great measure to the strong
prejudices against the Catholic rellg-
fon which were the only positive
teaching which was from their infancy
unchangeably 1inoculcated in them.
They unreasoningly take it, therefore,
as a matter of course, that the Cath-
ollc teaching is not to be thought of,
but, as they must have something posi-
tive, they infer that tho followers of
Mrs. Eddy must have the truth, since
they teach their doctrines with great
assertivenaess.

While we say this, we do not wish
to be under:itood as accepting the
figures which the pseudo-Scientists
claim to be correct. The 391 churcaes
and 80 000 mewmbers claimed are to a
great extent fabulous, yet it is not a
very great number when we consider
that the number of Protestants who
are in a maza of confusion on account
of the present disorganized condition
of their religion is very great, and
growing rapidly for the reasons we
have given,

And the 12 000 ministers to SO 000
adherents ! More than 1 shepherd for
every 7 sheep ! What are we to think
of this? There is nothing very re-
warkable about it when we remember
that every one who thiuks proper to
dub himself a minister becomes one
merely by asserting that he has a mis
slon to preach coming direct from
Almighty God, and he {8 under no
obligation to prove this. The dupes
whom he deludes are quite ready to
take his word for it if he only asserts
it brazaniy enough., When we re-
member  aiso that these 12000
clerical ‘* Scientists " take care to be
well paid for healing the sick whom
they never cure, we can form som:
idea of the amount of fleece which they
sheer from the backs of the 68 000
lambs.

A total circulation of 200 000 coples
of a regular periodical magazine
which has existed for years is not much
to boast of, and the fact that it is
stated as a proof of rapid propagation
proves that wa are living in an age of
humbug.

A HERESY TRIAL IN GER-

MANY,

A curious heresy case has arisen in
Germany which, while reviving in
American minds the memory of the
famous heresy trials which have agi-
tated the Protestant mind on this con
tinent, has some curlous features
which throw a peculiar light upon the
actual Lutheranism of the present day.

Pastor Weingart ministers to an im
portant and fourishing congregation
in the city of Osnabruch, Hanover,
and it is asserted that he has succeeded
very well in pleasing his congrega-
tion, keeping them together, and se-
curing a regular attendance at the
Church services. What more {8
needed for the successful administra-
tion of a Protestant parish of any de-
nomination ?

Bat some of his brother pastors and a
majority of the congregation were not
contented with the theological cbarac-
ter of a series of sermons delivered by

him some months ago, wherein he

unity and traternity is spreading its denied the bodily or objective resurrec-
iuflaence, and denominationalism and | tion of Christ, and defended instead a
This means | beliet in some one of the vision or sub.
evidently that the dogmas of Christian- joetive theories whicb have become !

common through the inflaence of
modern Ratlonalism, ahd have been
adopted by most of the present day
university professors. In a word, this
pastor maintains that in reality Christ

v

did not rise from the dead, but by
some means His disciples were led by
the apparent testimony of thelr senses
to belleve erroneously that they beheld
Him risen, touched Him, heard Him
speak, etc., during the forty days He
abode with them on earth after His
resurrection.

This theory is undoubtedly an ab-
surd one, as It wou!d destroy the value
of all human testimony, all history, the
possibility of our koowing anything
we have parsonally witnesssd through
the medium of our senses, This teach-
fog of Horr Weingart also destroys the
miraculous facts upon which Christian-
ity is based, and which constitute the
divine attestation to its truths as a
revelation from God.

The objscting clergy and laity ad-
dressed an appeal against this teach-
ing to the Consistory of Hanover, con-
gisting of thirteen ecclesiastical and
secular judges, who, on investigating
the cause, suspended Pastor Weingart.
An appeal to a higher court by a
majority of the congregation resulted
aleo in the pastor’s condemnation,iand
a final appeal to the Emperor as *‘Chief
Bishop” of the Church of Prussia ended
similarly. All these trials were com
pleted within three months, and the
Pastor was deposed from the ministry
of the Prussian Church for heretical
teaching.

Those who sympathiza with or follow
Herr Weingart's teachings have not
let the matter drop here, as is shown by
the fact that they have issued a pro
test against the proceedings in the
form of an appeal to ‘‘ all the Protest-
ants of Germany,” signed by thousands
of leading laymen of the cities of Han-
over. Iun this document they say that,
nolwithstanding his condemuation,
Pastor Weiogart has been * a faithfu!
pastor who confesses his faith in the
ltving Christ, though he cannot believe
in the bhodlly resurrection of the
Saviour in the sense that euch resur
rection of the Lord, who died and was
buried, could be percelved objectively
by the senses.”” This act signified the
condemnation of all those in the Pro
testant Church of Germany who do not
acknowledge the very letter of the
Seriptures and of the Confessions as
absolutely binding. The most famous
theological professors of the country,
and thousands of the laity as well as
hundreds of the pastors must fall under
the same condemnation. In truth, it
is the condemnation of the theological
science of the age and of the spiritand
result of the most detailed research in
this department. Herr Welngart has
taught just what is taught in all the
best universities, and it is hard to see
how the Church can condemn him, and
yet permit the theologlical teachers to
cuntinue their work.

‘“ This decision has filled the hearts of tens
of thousands of earnest Christians with ddep
golicitude over the position of the Protestant
Church authorities, who, in their methods
and manners, are approaching the examples
and spirit of the Church of Rome. We de-
mand that tha yights of tha most liharal
minded Christians be respected, and we prc-
test against this kind of heresy-hunting
which has driven Pastor Weingart from his
pulpit. He has been only true to the spirit
of the Reformation, and he represents the
best type of earnest and liberty loving Pro-
testantism.”

Just as would occur in this country
and in the United States to a still
greater oextent, the Protestant religious
and secular papers regard the dispute
from very opposite standpoints, accord-
ing to their views of religion, ‘‘This
trial brings us back again into the
Middle Ages,” say the Liberal papers,
but the majority of the Caurch papers
approve the condemnation, as would
happen on this continent under similar
circumstances. Bat it is signifizant
that the Liberals, who are correlative
with the Broad Church party of this
country, declare themselves to be
alarmed lest the decision indicates that
the State will use its power to bring
back the confessional, and many long-
established beliefs of the Church which
have fallen intodisuse. This is to say
that Protestantism in practice has been
from year to year depariiug Ifuriher
and farther from Primitive Christian-
ity ; but the nucleus or authoritative
Protestantism has held in many things
to the primitive beliefs, and now in its
alarm lest the laxity which has been
introduced may completely,rationalize
the nation, proposes to restore the
anclent truths and practices which
have been discarded.

The German Catholic papers, com-
menting upon this matter, draw the
inference which we have several
times drawn in our columns from sim-
ilar occurrences in this country, that
Protestantism is rapidly disintegrat-

ing. One of these Catholic papers,
the Volkszaitung, of Cologne, which is
regarded as the most influential and
moderate ia all Germany says :

‘' Modern Protestantism is not now in a
position to demand obasdience to its confes-
sions of faith and its spirit. It lives in its
inherent contradictoriness and prospers only
in its uor b i

compr

This expresses admirably the pre-:

T—.
sent position ; but the Protestang
papers are not without their reply
Oae of them, the Relchsbote of Beriy,
ADBWrS : 3
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lisncy i coobsieal Lorgreh br
a model of ensuring agreement 4|

. 3 d cone
within herself. This is tha pri oy ord
fore and not of moral suasion.»- > ! Prute

‘0! brute force and mnot of mora]
suasion!" says this vigorous writer! The
Catholic Church makes use not of brute
force, to enforce her decrees, byt pre.
cisely of moral sussion, The recent
declaration of Cardinal Vaughay in
dealing with the heresies of Professop
St. George Mivart exemplifies (g
admirably, The Cardinal iuformeq
the errant gentleman that he is pog
worthy to be admitted to the holy
sacraments, o0 long as he persists i
adhering to his own opinicns as above
to the decrees of the Catholic Couucllg
in matters of falth, Professor Mivart'g
errors are about on the same grade ag
those which have been condemned by
the Protestant Church of Prussia, ang
on the subject of Christ’s resurrection
they are almost identical. At least,
they are on the game piane, and
equally worthy of condemnation, By
the Catholic Church, through the Car.
dinal Primate of Eogland, has known
how to deal with them. This is, cer-
tainly, moral suasion, and not brute
force, butit is a very different mode
of procedure from that of the Protest.
ant Church of Pruzsia, which is up.
heaved by Herr Welngart's heresy to
its very foundation, while the divinely
instituted Catholic Church moves on
in the even tenor of her way withous
commotion when S! George Mivart
makes his onslaught on her bulwark

We aoree to a certain extent with
the actlon of the Prussian Church
authorities. We are glad to see that
the Luthero Calvinistic Church pro-
tects, somewhat, the bulwarks of Christ-

fan faith, but we cannot but remark
that it is incounsistent with {tself in so
doing, as the malcontents have pointed
out. Itis, certainly, not self consistent
that the Church which Martin Luther
invented, which Is still supposed to he

Luther's own Church, and which pro-
claimed the right of each individual to
decide of himself all controvereies in re-
ligion, should attempt to constrain Pas-
ter Weingart in his idiosyncracies.
The Prussian Lutheran Church is at-
tempting more than it can do with all
the power of the Emperor to prop it up.

FREQUENTING TBE SACRA.
MENTS.

Frequent confession and holy Com-
munion are the focd which we need to
take with us in climbing the mountain
of Heaven. If we try to get along
without them, we shall faint by the
way. Do not imagine, then, that con-
fession is only a means of getting rid
of mortal sin; do not think for a
moment of putting cff confession till
you have falien into a mortal sin, or,
perbaps, into quite & number of them.

For though we are not required by
auy posiiive law (G g0 10 Conisseioh
unless we have fallen into mortal sin,
still we are required to keep out of
mortal sin, and we cannot do this with-
out going to confession before we have
fallen into it. So it comes to the same
thing ;: we really are obliged, for the
honor of God and the care of our own
souls, to go to confession when we have
nothing but venial sin on our concel-
ence, and to go quite often, too. Con-
fession and holy Communion may be
compared, not only to food, but
to medicine, and to a medicine
such as people would take in a
place, for instance, where the fever
and ague, or some other disease, i8
prevalent, and not to cure themeolves
of the disease, but to keep from taking
it. For we all are in a place where
the terrible disease of ein prevails;
and we ought to go to confession often,
80 a8 not to take it,

But some good peogple do not seem (0

understand this at all ; and there is a
remark, common enough, and which I
suppose you may have heard made
about this matter of frequent confes-
slon. It {a this: ‘I don't see what
these people have to tell who go to con-
fesslon so often.” Oae who makes
such a remark as that cannot, it would
seem, have any idea of the remson Why
people are urged to frequent the sac-
raments at all. He would stay away
from confession, for his part, till he
‘‘did something " that is, fell into
gome mortal sin. For such a one, if
when the time came for his Easter
duty, he had by good luck fallen iuto
no mortal sin, the only course wonld
be, one would think, to * do some-
thing " on purpose, so as to have some-
thing to tell. He does not understand
that these people who go to confession
often are not supposed to have any
grave burden on their consciences.
Of course they will be likely to have
venial faults, which, though the East-
er penitent might not think them mat-
ters for absolution, really areso. And
by the help of the sacraments they
may overcome these faulis. Bat #
good enough reacon for their going to
confession once a month, or even
oftener, would be stmply to avold
grievous eins ; on the principle that
‘‘ an ounce of prevention is worth &
pound of cure.”

You consulta lawyer, or a doctor,
about your temporal matters ; why not
consult a priest about spiritual matters,

T
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lace where he walts to help you ohi
:: ::: ':o he can, and where the Holy | Pil
he

180 will help him to help you ?
go:. tATml‘hty God has commissioned
the priest specially to guide the faith-
ful in spiritual matters as you know ;
and he can often show others the way

[

thi
where they cannot well find 1t for them- | o

B
sel;;t even if the priest does not help

the sacraments which He hage provided. |
He will guide and direct you by means

of them, if you will only come to Him |
in them. That is one great reason
why He is there.
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MIDNIGHT MASS AT MAFEKING. | !

Ushering 1n Ohristmas Day 1n the Be- ih

sleged South African Town,

A correspondent at Mafeking gives

“1 bu
you much, our Lord Himself wiil, in | Y©

tol

51
th

Al

tl

the following account of the manner in | i:

which Christmas Day was ughered in
by the Catholic portion of the garrison:
*.‘The Roman Catholicse had ar
ranged to follow the old custom of cel-
ebrating Mass at midoight. If was
cloge on that hour when 1 wended my
way toward the couvent. The whole
town was enveloped in Styglan dark
ness, and I could only find my road by |
tho aid of flashes sheet of lightuing re |
Ascted from an oncoming storm. The
convent has suffered severely from the
shell fire of the enemy. As T passed |
through the ruined portico and shat |
tered pillare [ entered the great empty
building, plerced in half a dczon places
by the shells of the enemy. Through
these holes the wind sighed mournfully.
At the far end of the room six great
tapers gleamed through the darkness
The windows had been covered with
the veils of the nuus, lest the enemy
seeing the light ghould ba tempted to
open fire, Around the altar the black-

robed fizures of the kneellog Sisters
contrasted strangely with the white
silken vestments of the priest. Bobhind
the nuus was a motley group, mostiy ol
men. Many of us were booted and
gpurred, aud ii ou oad looked loto ¢
passage outside the chape!l he might
have found the riflos and baundolie
the worshippers ready for use at any
moment Tne Mass began witl

Adeste Fideles,” and the
Christian hymn echoed througt
ruined convent. At the chapsl door a
group of Cape policemen was gathored
woudering aud not quite understan 1

ing what 1t all meant. Vivid flashes
of lightning illumivated tha room,
piercing the velling of the windows ;

hailgtones rattied on the roof, and gusts
of wind rushing through the passages
made tho tapers flicker, till tota dark-
ness was threatened A faw who had
the opportunity m do confession and
were communicated. Toen the priest
zave us his blessing and wa went out
into the early morning vuf Chrisimss
Day.”

HAVE CATHOLICS AN INTEREST

IN THESE CONFESSIONS.

The Methcdist Bishops' call for &
‘week of prayer and panitence, to begin
on Sunday, Marsh 25, has called out
varions expressions of ooinlon from
the Protestant journals. 7 on's Herald
Methodist) finds one cause not named
in the Bichops' circular, which it be
lieves to be a worse enemy to theli
work than aught which has beer
named, and that {8 the importation of
the methods of the scheming, self gseek
ipg politictan into the government o
the body.

Ths Watchman (Baptist) make
these, among other significant com
ments : :

The underlying cause of tha present relig
ious decline is that to so large extent me
have ceased to believe in an authoritative re
velation embodying spiritual principle
which are to be followed at every cost. . .
The so-called ‘' practical sermon, th:
simply seeks to lead people to be decent
charitable, has about driven religion out |
some churches, In too many pulpits tl
great underlying truths of revelation whic
give birth to elemental convictions that ai
10 character what posts and beams are to
house have not been proclaimed. We ha
too constantly lost sight of the trath that
controlling ¢onviction will produce corre
ponding action, and that doing that whi
does not spring from faith is a cut flow
~ithout root or vitality, . . . A genui
revival of religion without a doctrinal ba
18 unthiokable,

These are good words at a time wh
a sors of contempt for all positive d
trine and discipline is fas: asserti
iteelf as the badge of intellectt
breadth and liberality among nc
Catholic Christians.

Says the Congregationalist of the ¢
dres: of the Methodist Bishops :

We wish it might take the place of a ¢
mon in many Congregational churches.
is sent out because of the marked decline
recent years in the growth of Ch_urch me
bership. That decline is not confined to .
one denomination, . . . If the Bish
had postponed the date of this weel
prayer two weeks it would coincide with
time when a large part of the Chris
Church will be meditating on the scene
Our Lord’s sufferings and crucifixion for
sins of the world.

Have not Catholics a deep inte
in these confessions of our Separs
brethren ?

In the first place, our prayers
Christian unity should be redou
during the week of prayer get &
by this large and influential denor
ation. Then, our example shoul
more than ever conformed to our
fession ; for, unhappily, the tr
seeker often finds a stumbling-bloc
the way of his acceptance of the C
olic claims, in the unrighteeus an
consistent living of individual (
olics.

‘It must be a * glorious Church
having epot, or wrinkle, or any
thing,’ that is to conquer this com
cial age,” says Zion's Herald, in
conscious prophecy ; and hosts of
still far from her, would long ago
drawn near enough to see in the (
olic Church the only one answ:
this description, if their Cal
friends and neighhbors had been W
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