_common .
concludes that the Irish peasant is &

‘useless, indifferent being, 'who al-.

!ows things to drift by th- whim of

chnce and trusts in somn spoeies of
Providence to pull him t.hryugh his
difficulties. These are not exaétly his
expressions, and, very probably he
would disown the sentiments that
they are intended to convey; yet I
am at a loss to know what else he
means when he tells us that :—

“‘Speaking generally, the mnormal
condition of the Irish peasant is still,
as of old, a condition of dréeamy re-
pose, varied by wild explosions of
passion or mad ebullitions of gaiety
—such is the contradictoriness of his
nature—a contentment with his lot

ver hard
idual ef-
forts of his own are vain to improve
it. He is convinced that the Gov-
ernment—that  mysterious, far-oft
power which he does not yet quite
propérly understand-—can help him,
and, what is more, is bound to help
him in removing any trials and trou-
bles which may beset his path
through life, But, when something
is pointed out to him which he
might do himself to better his con-
dition, he, as a rule, says: ‘Arrah,
where's the usc?” While an appeal
to his emotions—to his passion for
his religion, to his love for his coun-
try—will at once arrest his atten-
tion and induce him to set about
fmoving mountains or butting his
head against stone walls, an appeal
to his seli-interest, especially if it
involves the exertion on his part of
being up and doing, often passes
him idly by.”

Again, in another paragraph, he
says ‘—

o' the Irish peasant does not
like being hurried. I doubt if he
will ever be aroused from his dispo-
gsition to take things easy. That
economic earthquake, the awful fam-
ine of 1847, failed to do it. His f.n—
orite philosophic maxim is, ‘Be aisy,
and if you can’t be a be as
as you can.” ‘Yerra! exclaimed a
peasant who was advised to take a
step for his social improvement which
meant a departure from old familiar
habits, ‘verra, shure we’ll be all in
our graves in a short time, plase
God.” The Irish peasant, in truth,
<an hardly help adopting this easy
attitude in worldly affairs. It may
be in the blood. Yet in other coun-
tries. in new conditions of life, he
cheerfully undertakes the hardest and
roughest work, and is, besides, full
of ambition to get on in the world.

+ Tt is, certainly. in the air—the soft.
humid. caressing, enervating air—of
Jreland.”

! There is a thread of truth running
~through this warp of fiction, just
sufficient to make the whole fabric
acceptable to the “‘Nineteenth Cen-
tury’’ magazine. But there is an im-
pression left on the reader that in-
lack of

peo-

~dolence. careless , ‘and
<spirit are characteristics of the
ple in rural Ireland. This is not an
exact portrait of the peasantry Pos-
sibly Mr. MacDonagh !(‘lt an inclina-
tion to rival Carleton’s ‘“Traits of
the Irish Peasantry’ ; if so, his pro-
duction lacks the originality of Car-
Jeton, while it is not a Whit less un-
just i its intended effects. T admit
#hat he acknowledges the Irishman’s
jndustry, ambition and perseverance
b “‘other countries.”” By so doing
e has shown that he is a

COURTSHIP: ITS

We have before us the full text of
a magnificently practical sermon,
preached in the Church of the Sacred
Hearl, Edinburgh, Seotland, by Rev.
Father Fraser, S.J., on the use and
abuse of courtship. While our space
forbids the reproduction of the whole
sermon, equally does it prevent us
from commenting upon the subject,
as  treated by the learned Jesuit.
However, we glean the following ex-
tracts which may prove beneficial.
‘We skip ail preliminary remarks of

rev. preacher and come at once
the. heart of the subject. He

'It remains for me this evening to
ord or two about the period
: precedes marriagg

clad md steel-clasped, has been’ upon
his shoulder; his very successes in
life became the sources of fresh ‘Mig-
fortunes; and such were the condi-
tions under which he trod the wWeary
path, from cradle to tomb, that he
finally came to feel that exertion on
his part meant increase of burdens.
The very spirit was crushed out of
the race; the heart of the people was
wrun~ to such a degree that cven
“Hope. for a season,  bade the world
farewell.i’ No wonder, then, that the
Irishman abroad should develop
qualities never noticcable in the Irish
peasant at home. These qualities
exist equally in both cases; but, a
home they lic dormant through a ne-
cessity of perverse circumstances ;
abroad the legal shackles are strick-
en from his limbs and the air of
freedom fills the ever broadening
horizon of his future. This may seem
too much attention towards Mr.
MacDonagh and his article; but,
wnile neither the author, nor the ar-
ticle can be said to deserve very spe-
cial attention, still the publication in
which it appears lends it a certain
degree of importance, and it is for
that reason that I have bothered the
readers so much with this subject.

But of all the peculiar paragraphs
I think the final one is the most re-
markable. Mr, MacDonagh would like
to see the Irish peasant happy, in a
prosperous and contented home. His
words may be found, almost intact,
in. Thomas De ' essay ‘‘on the
Irish Peasantry,’”’ published in 1844.
On the other hand, Mr. MacDonagh
would not like to see Ireland’s in-
dustries flourish; nor have her cities
grow, her manufactori multiplied,
nor hear the hum of activity in every
centre of the land. This desire, how-

is not ‘to be found in Thomas

3 more likely might we

find it in some fanatical speech deliv-
ered at an Orange a mbly.

Here is that peculiar and final
paragraph (—

““And perhaps in this easy-going
disposition .in worldly matters the
Irish peasantry possess a rare en-
dowment. I should be sorry ondeed
to sce our people posse 1 by the
commercial spirit of the , eagerly
strivine in the race for wealth, and
Ireland a land of big cities and im.

—a land Tre-
sounding with the roar of traffic, the
din of machinery, the whistle of the

m-engine, and its air darkened

I\\'ilh the smoke of mill and factory
and collie What I should like to
see is the bins of Ireland full of
contentment and quiet happiness: the
i country retaining its pastoral charac-
teristics, its touch of perpetual
spring, ever young, and fresh, and
bright and reposeful— a land of
| sweet thoughts and guiet breathir
the home of happy agricultural com-
munities tilling their fields and tend-
ing their flocks and herds, and the
towns, few and far apart, astir w'th
a quiet but prosperous trade. . Thi
1 hope and believe, is the good fo
tune Hmt time has in store for Ire-
I land;’

If the majority of Irishmen were
filled with such ideas and sentiments
as these, the Parliamentary Party
i would have no obiect® to be gained,
‘and would fall to pieces, Home Rule
would be abandoned, and even the
Aberdeen efforts to encourage the, in-
dustries would be useless. Our views

i ubjéct are not identical.

USE AND ABUSE.

ated by anything from a smile to a
bit of ri n or a rosebud and has
immediately made a proposal of
marriage—in nine cases out of ten,
I sav he will have reason to repent
it should his offer be accepted. His
subsequent unhappiness will be the
natural punishment of his folly.”"
“We are not to act upon impulse.
We are reasonable beings, or should
be such. We have, indeed, a heart
which is reckoned the seat and sym-
bol of the aflections; but the heart
is not, or should not be, the govern-
ing principle of our actions. It may
prompt, suggest, assist, contrel, but
it must not c¢laim independence of the
head. The man or woman who is
all heart and no head is a freak of
nature. And in likc manner = those
who uave good heads and no heart
are no less freaks or abnormal be-
ings. Marriage, as 1 po;nted out ina
former lecture, is a matter to be
settled by héad and heart combined
—the head controlling the prompt~ [/
ings and aspirations of the heart,
the heart urging and encouraging the
{head—so that while there is no aub-
‘ordination of mere

‘ner of courting “which is

| desirable, but even unlaw

therefore sinfulf 1f T had
condemnations youw might }

taken them for censures of ® 3

be good and necessary. But it you
understand the proper use good
thing you can see more clearly what
must be condemned as an abuse.’

We have gquoted almost entirely the
pussages recommending courtship, for
the good reason that too many per-
sons imagine that no such probation
is required. The Church—a wise and
unerring mother—thinks quite dif-
forentl,v.' It is not the use, but the
abuse of courtship that is condemned
by the Church. It would be too long
to follow Father Fraser through all
the dangers incident to courtship ;
but briefly, they are as follows {

““Now, the sort of courtships which
must evidently be condemned, in the
first place, are those which are com-
menced or continued without a pro-
per and lawful purpose. It some-
times happens that young people of
opposite sexes indulge and cultivate
a feeling of affection for onme another
simply and solely for the personal
gratification they derive from it.
Surely this is most dangerous.”

- ¥ - - - -

‘“Who is answerable for this? Par-
ents, if you are careless about the
conduct of your children, if you care
not what company they keep, if you
speak before them of subjects about
which they should know nothing,
will not God demand the souls of
your children at.your hands?’’

- - - - - -

“You cannot play with fire with-
out risk of bring burned. You cannot
handle pitch without soiling your

hand. And it far more difficult to |

play at courting and love-making
without defiling the purity of your
conscience. And as the wise man
warns us, ‘He that loveth danger
shall perish in it.” "’
- - - - - - -
“Now, closely connected . . with
courting without a purpose I8 court-
ine without a prospect—that is, en-
tering upon or continuing a :court-
ship when there is no probability of
its vudnw in a desirable and happy
Hl(\rl"IﬂLt
- - - - - - -
One can only speak of the gener-
ality of cas But we may certainl
say that when it becon sufficientl}
r that no marriage can take
place, then there is mo excuse for
continuing the courtship. Or;*again,
when after a certain lapse of time it
is evident that there is no reasonable
hope that the union will be a happy
one the courtship should be imme-
diately ended. Further, it may be
added that the Church very much
discourages long courtships. It not
frequently happens that it is per-
feetlv obvious that there is no pros-
pect of two people being in a posi-
tion to marry for years to come.
There may be the claim of filial duty
to sati or there may be the im-
possibility of supporting a wife."”
- - - - - - -
“Now. if courtships without pur-
pose or without prospect are most
undesirable and dangerous, the same
may be said of courtships without
supervision. You know well enough
that we are hound to avoid the
proximate occasions of sin. It is sin-
ful to place oneself without sufficient
cause under circumstances which will
be certain to lead = to temptation.
‘He that loveth the danger shall per-
ish in it.” We have no right to count
upon God’s grace preserving us from
sin when we are personally responsi-
ble for the temptation. \\e musl not
presume upon God's mercs
- . - - - L - -
““This is a matter for Christian pa-
rents to seriously attend to. . 'They
must shield their children in every
way in their power from exposing
themselves unnecessarily to the dan-
ger of sin. If a courtship is to be a
preiude to g happy marriage, then it
must have upon it the blessing of
God, - it must give forth the sweet
fragrance of modesty and purity. I
it be stained with the slimeé of the
infernal serpent—and it will be thus
stained  if it be conducted without
restraint, without supervision—how
can it be a fitting introduetion yto
the Holy Sacrament of Matrimony ?
What prospect does it give of a hap-
py-and peaceful union? If self-respect
be sacrificed at the altar of sin, be

cline of reliciom interes

large section of the Chrmu%xsw'

lation of the world, We say it is a

lamentable. indicatfon because we re-

gret, as all sincere Christians must,
a popular- indiflerente to religious
work, When religion decays in a na-
tion public and private morals are
sure to suffer, and the seeds of na-
tional ruin are sown,
- - - . - L 3 - .

A clerical correspondent of the
“Guardian,’’ an = English Protestant
journal, thus writes : '‘Christianity
seems to many beside mysell to have
had its day in England, and, like in-
ferior creeds once widely held in
other lands, to be passing away. All
things on earth, even the holiest,
have their infancy and prime and de-
crepitude. And now it is to heathen
lands we must look to see the fair-
est, because yet undecayed, fruits of
our holy religion."”

This startling statement, made
publicly by a minister of the church
of Emeland, is supplemented K by an-
other from a Ritualist organ of high
standing, which says: ‘‘We are not
facing the problem fairly while ~ we
retain one shred of self-deception. We
have to face the fact that the Eng-
lish are no longer a church-going
people, or so far as they are it is an
accidental feature of their lives. They
go to church for intrinsic reasons,
not because they recognize it as a
duty to be regulariy performed as a
matter of course.’’

These two very startling state-
ments brine clearly to view the in-
herent weakness of Protestantism
even in its home, where it has been
fostered and cherished by the state.
It is nothing but a human institu-
tion depending upon politicians for
its ritual and for its forms and cere-
monials. Thoughtful men have long
sinee ceased to regard it seriously or
to associate it with spiritual energy
or effort.

AN IRISH ALDBERMAN.—Our old
friend Mr. John K. Walsh, the well
known Catholic publisher of the An-
cient Capital, has been elected a
member of the C Council. We con-
gratulate the citizens of Old Quebec
on their excellent choice. Mr. Walsh
is a public spirited citizen, and well
deserving of the honor.

UNCLE SIGNED THE NOTE.— A
well-known young lawyer of Chicago
whose uncle is president of a local
bank, found himself in need of $:
the other day, and saw no way of
getting it without*borrowing. So he
called upon his uncle with a request
that the bank niake him the loan on
his note. The uncle was perfectly
willinr to accommodate his nephew,
and personally attended to the draft-
ing of the note which the young law-
yer was to give as security.

‘1 suppose you know the banking

rules, Davie,”” 'said the. bank pre

dent, ng his nephew over his
glasses, as he handed him the note
for his  signature. “We require a
good man to sign with you, you
know."’

“Yes, I know about that,”’ replied
the nephew. ‘I don’t suppose the
directors would object to your signa-
ture, would they?"”

Uncle signed.—Exchange.

THE CHURCH IN NEW YORK. —
According to the New York ‘‘Sun,”
Archbishop Corrigan reperted to the
Pope on his recent visit the comple-
tion, of 264 new buildings during the
ten vears just passed. On the first
year  of his new decade the Arch-
bishop starts at even a faster rate
of progress. Other denominations are
not behind hand

THE GALVESTON CYCLONE. —
The Dallas ‘‘News'’ stafl correspond-
ent says ——Inquiries as to the loss
of life and property continue to pour
in. The list will never be known.
There have been already handled on
the Galveston Island and along the
bay shores of the main land opposite
the island about four thousand
corpses.. The long stretch of debris
alone the beach and the western por-
tion of the island has not yet beren
heard from. The prairies of the main
Jand, over which theOwaters rushed,
have also their tales to tell. It may
be _said after investigation that a
-conservative estimate of the loss of
1ife in Galveston is 6,500.

“"THe names of thousands of victims
will néver be known. They have sim-
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