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15. How many scenes in Act 1

Studying a Play

In studying a play it is important
to remember that it was written o
be played, that it was intended to be
presented and  acted upon the stage
The poet or the novelist way tell vs
his story while we sit aronnd in an
imaginary circle and listen; be may
take us into his confidence and ex
plain the peculiarities of his char
acters, but the dramatist must create
his characters, set them Lefore us, and
let them act t the story while he
remains invisible or  even’ unthoug!
ol

Ihe events of the dramatic action
must be the natural onteome of the
innate character of the persons con
cerned in that action. The deed must
be comsistent with the personality of
the actor

What the student will find in a play
will depend 1

gely upon what he
looking for a play may |

sidered
1. As a for i amusement; it ma
be read, studicd or listened to witl
no (urther thought than the pl
he pa mient
t may be considercd as oue of
the forms of poetry, and the poetic
qualities and devi arefully traced
It may be taken as an exposition

the philosophy of the drammtist
iews on the conduct of life

on and politics traced
The descri elineation of

racter is he per

of the play 1 us real

ve and we

to becom
ainted with  their  motives of ac

5. The play may serve as a basis
for the study of language and rhetoric

6. It may be an excrplification
national characteristics or types

7. It may be considered as a work
of dramatic art, its structure and ar-
rangement considere the efficiency
of character portraval discussed

All these points may he considered
but above evervthing the student
should strive to get a thorough knowl
edge of the story and the relation of
its varions parts, a close acquaint
ance with the characters, and a com
te understanding
passage

o

f every word and

*
The Merchant of Venice

LESSON 1T ACT 1

Before heginning a detailed stud

the play read a synopsis of the Ty
in your text-hook, or in Lamb's Tal
from Shakespeare. Then read the f
act carefully, making use of explan
atory notes and dictionary to he
meaning of diffienlt words and

sa

The first act introduces th

cipal characters of the pla andd

motive of the st s of the bond and
the caskets: conseqnently, there i
little “‘action.”” The sadness of An

tonio is a presentiment of coming

well IIRILI.IIO &

Fastest dﬂllln known. money earerst
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16. Who are the characters ( Act 1.) |
17. What is the purpose accon

shed
mislortune and paves the way for the by cach scene
subsequent  tragic developments, A 8. What were the reasons given by
lew prominent points in the character Shylock  for  his  hatred of An
Antonio,  Hassanio, Shylock and tonio
Tlia, are brought out We under 19. Why did Antomio dislike Shylock ?
tand lully Shylock's plun of revenge 20, What are the peculiarities of lan
Note the change prose in Scene puage exhibited  throughout
I hecavse of the minor importance, act
not of Portia, but of 2. What was the story of the ©Gold
This scene introduces the story of the en Fleec
cashet The use of pr in Scene | 22 Why is prose introduced
I may be accounted for by the fee! 3. What the  function the
ing exhibited, the badgering spirit of Axidle
Shylock. These two portions are in 1. What the substance of Gra
comic vein tinr sprech to Anton
Ihe introduction of the *'Aside, What were the provision i the
Scene 1L, gives us  the information hond
from Shylock's own lips as to why  EXERCISE ONE—=MERCHANT OF
he bated  Antoni Ihe attempt of VENIC]
Shylick to his practice ol 1o Describe hriefly  the characte {
ry, gives a clearer insight into cacl I Port suitor
his “standpoint and enables us 1 State, in a few paragray it
nd tter his attitude towar et contributes t tl the |
Ksetiek > celing of the ag prient \
towatd the exhibitel Cave v Bassa
n plies ni pevel 1 nknown
I'he t owhi t 1 t a of all
shou t s |
1 Wit splanatory  notes  om
f qu ® wrdin ealthy
Ia And '
ia What is t ol n
Howing guestions ar Trammn
you in your study of 'rise t L list s—a
With careful attention Py Li lakespn
able to answer them -
1. Wl the feeling of Antonio P
Seens 11 reparing an Argument
Do vou cotisiter. Salinio and Bal Preparation is the secret of success
Fin Wl comdorte H not, | in debating.  When  vour  topie is
hosen, set to work to find out all
What difference do you notice I you possibly can about it. Get hooks,
S Gratia | Salaring ? magazines, newspaper articles on t,
.. Who are Jamus, Nestor, Cato, and jot_down the different points you
Jrutus ? find,  Talk with anyone who knows
5. What is the rhetorical fig in | anything about the sub et and keep
Uhottom'' ? track of anv ideas you ge
6. Why was Bassanio in dilficulty ? After collecting all v!-‘l- mater
What was the feeling between An- | ial, arrange it carcfully, under differ
tonio and Bassanio ? ent points. Have plenty of examp
8 What wr as the proviso about the  illustrations and facts to back up

caskets your statements. Study hoth sides of
9. Who were Portia's suitors, and = the question Try to lind out your
what were the prominent traits-of opponent’'s arguments and be ready to

character of each ? answer them
10. What was Portia's feeling toward Don't depend on  the the
Rassanio 7 Why introduced here 7 moment Practise your be-
1. To what does Shylock refer in | forehand.  Divide up on
speaking of the Nazarite vour side among the different speak

12. What is hrought out about Shy ers, letting one

ker attend prin-
lock in the fact that he had to  cipally to ¢

crtain points, another to
sectire money from Tubal to make  others

the loan ? Arrange all vour points in logical
How db you account for so kindly = order, keeping the strongest point

for

Comfort with Economy

Attach a Winnipeg Heater to any stove-pipe or furnace
pipe, and it fills the place of another stove without any
additional fuel. It radlates an even, humid, pleasant,
healthy heat, and draws the cold air from the floor.

Mr. P. M. MacKay, General Agent of the Lake Erie & Detroit
River Railway, writing to his General Manager, said
‘1 would much prefer the heater to another stove, apart
altog=ther from the consideration of saving in fuel "

Ask your “tove“dealer! st onoe,'or writs for full partioulars to

The 1900 Washer Company

Dept.. A. 01 355 Yonge St., Toronto




