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Selecting the Layers
By M. A, Gull.

INCE a good laying hen was never
S so profitable nor a poor layer so
expensive, it behooves every
farmer to give due consideration to
the proper selection of his layers for
next season. Not every farm is able
to use & trap-mest, and while this is
the only way by which Individual pro-
duction can be determined, neverthe
los there are other ways of selecting

the good from the poor layers
Our present state of poultry breed-
ing does not warrant keeping hens
over two years old for laying purpos
s, although the time may come when
hens will be profitable producers for
four or five years. Owing to the fact
that pullets are so much better lay
ers than yearlings the bulk of the
farm flock should comsist of pullets,
& few yearlings being kept as breed

ers.

Go over the flock of hens now and
cll out the poor layers. The best
layers are usually those moulting late
i the season, and some of them take
quite u Jong time to mouk laying
all the while. The most active hens
are usually the best layers. Hens
which are excessively fat are usually
poor layers, Handle each hen care
fully and examine the pelvic bomes
which run along each side of the body
and approximate emch other just be-
low the vent. The farther apart these
bones the better is the chance of the
hen being & good layer. If they are
only a finger's width apart she Is no:
laying. By examining the hens once
a month for two or threer months the
poor layers can be culled out

The growing stock should be looked
upon as the chief source of supply of
winter eggs. Observe the chickens
from time to time and note particu
larly those which mature early. Pul-
lets should be In good laying condi
tion by the middle of October but they
only commence to lay when practical
Iy mature so that it s necessary to
keep them growing rapidly Usually
those pullets which feather most ra
pldly make the best layers. When
fall approaches select the omes that
are In good health, with bright red
combs and with good width between
tke pelvic bones, for as laying com-
mences these bones get wider apart
Above all, select healthy vigorous
Mnds — Journal of Agriculture,

Poultry Pointers

B8y J. E rgey.
EMEMBER that sour milk or
buttermilk will make excellent
feed for both growing chickens

or laying hens.  Try some and see the
difference it makes

Are your chickens dumplsh and not
doing well? If 50, look out for mites.
Theso parasites ure wery active dur-
g warm weather and will prevent
Q¢ birds from dolng well. Remem-
er that mites live on the roosts, in
ancks and joinls of the coop or other
Mding places during the day. = By
Soaking (hese places with & liquid
Mos kilier or & solution of four parts
Al ofl and one part carbolic about
sace every two weeks, no trouble I

them

put down that you need for the
You will then be in a posi
thon to sell the fresh eggs you
durtag the late fall and
Mg price.

Rear Pullets or Buy\Them ?

" FARM AND DAIRY

for g and
feed for themselves and pullets up
until the first of September. When
the pullets went into winter quarters
on November 1st, they had cost over
and above what had been paid by the
sale of the cockerels just 3.9° cente
each. This experiment showed not
only that i¥ paid to sell the cockerels
early, but it also demonstrated that
pullets covld be raised much cheaper
than they could be bought in the
fall

Why Force the Moult ?
OULTRY keepers, lots of them,
P still cling to the idea that, if hens
can be induced to moult early,
they will be greater egg producers
the succeeding winter “However,
this is not the fact,” says Mr. Barto,
of Cornell. "A very careful and thor
ough experiment to test this question
was conducted a few years ago at
Cornell University Poultry Experi
ment Station. The method that is
used to produce rapid moulting Is to
starve the flock for about three weeks
by cutting the ration to one-third the
usual amount and then rapidly in
creasing the feed to all the birds can
be induced to consume. This causes
@ rather sudden dropping of the old
feathers, but the Cornell Experiment
Station found that the hens thus
treated produced fewer eggs during
the fall and winter and at greater
cost per dozen than did the hens fed
normally
“It I8 better to feed the fowls an
abundance of nutritious food, quite
rich in protein and fats, during th
moulting season, but not to attempt
to force the moult by any patent stim
ulating foods.” 3

British Poultry Rations

HE feeding of live stock in the
T British Isles since the war be.

gan has boen, if anything, a more
difficult problem than the feeding of
the British peapc. This is particu
larly the case with poultry, which con
sumes feed (hat may be also used in
the human ration. As a result of the
stringent reduction in the allotments
of food for poultry the hen population
of th. British Isles has been reduced
very appreciably in the last four
years. In order to ensure that this
reduction will be largely confined to
inferfor flocks and to maintain the
best strains of poultry in the country,
the government differentiates In the
allowance made according to the
quality of the bird,

All of the flocks in the country, so
we understand, have been graded ac
cording, to quality and utility value.
In order to obtain a special ration of
four ounces per bird per day, halt
grain and half mash in dry form, fow!
are classified Into first grade and se-
cond grade breeding stock. To come
in the first category fowls must be (a)
utllity breeding stock for egg produc-
tion, or of utility gquality; (b) pure
bred stock; (c) the health of the flock
must be high; (d) for a period of at
least two years the stock must have
been bred to meet the above require

the owner of the flock
must undertake, In consideration of
receiving preferential treatment, to
supply. the public with hatching eggs,
day old chicks and older stock at a
cost no greater than his 1917 charges;
(1) selective breeding must have been
practised in the fock.

Second grade birds will receive ra
tions only after the requirements of
the first grade have been satisfied. A
certain proportion of the allotted foods
will be reserved for the preservation
of the best utllity stock of ducks, tur-
keys and geese. The ultimate work-
ing out of this plan, dictated by war
time necessity, will be a remarkable
improvement in the quality of the
poultry of the United Kingdom

We had the hardest storm Friday
that ever has been here. It blew
down trees that were never blown
down before- Banner.

P'ne in action at’ your
) dealer’s if ycu'll stop
in next time you are in town.
This is the famnous engine—
all sizes with more than rated .

WERLER SEAMICE : Vour local dealer fy  di
Pepresentative of the manuiaciusers. T I

tai urers.  He
shares their responsibllity, He's at your

He'
#ervice to see that you are satisfied,

The Canadian Fairbanks-Morse Co.
Limited

Montreal, Toronto, St. John, Ottawa,
Quebec, Hamilton, Windsor,

The Surest way To sell your' surplus stock fs

through the live stock columns of
The cost is little and the results certain. Send In

Farm and Dairy.
your ad.

Pure Bred
PIGS

Pigs FREE Pigs

We will give you a pure bred pig,
either sex, for only 15 new yearly
subscriptions,

ADDRESS
Circulation Dept. FARM & DAIRY

Given Away




