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He theu sold to Charles Bowman This 
he sj4\s was io 1824. My lather came 
to Bowmanville and took charge ol the 
business in 1821. From the time the 
lirst hut was erected till then, the in­
crease was very slow a-1 a census taken 
bv Mr. Simps iU.probablv In 1825 shows 
118 persons all told, there bring only1 
one house on the north side of the road. 
As for the Indians, I do not think they 
were very numerous along the shore of 
Lake Ontario, between Toronto and 
the bay of Quinte There Is no evidence 
to show that such was the case in the 
shape of relics such as arrowheads, etc, 
as comparatively very few have been 
found 1 suppose this is accounted for 
as their favorite hunting grounds lai 
farther north among the smaller lake- 
aud rivers. 1 have been told that an ! 
Indian burying ground was found on 
Liberty at., at least some remains were 
discovered, indicating that the sand 
knoll has been used for burial purposes, 
at some remote period This was not 
far from Mr John Medland's present 
residence. I do not know that anv other 
has ever been discovered in Darlington 
! have uever heard from an" source 
that, there was anv regular settlement | 
of them known to toe early settlers 
nearer than Scugng lake. A f.iw scat- : 
terod bands of the Kice Lake Indians 1 
perhaps did some hunting in the sum­
mer time up and down our creeks hut 
they uever interfered with the whi e : 
people appearing quite harmless and 
klndlv disposed About 1838 I remem- 1 
her quite a number were camped lu I 
wigwams on the brow of the hill near 
Mr. Mark D. Wllliams'residence Tbev 
came from the west, the Humber region 
and although the older inhabitants 
used to tell romantic tale» about them 
such existed only In the vivid imagina­
tions of the rehearsers.

1 now refer to the Burkes one of the 
lirst families who came Into the wilder 
ness, hewed out a homo for themselves 
on the shore of Ontario, and were eloselv 
identified with and had a good deal to 
do In the succeeding expansion and 
growth of the business both of town and 
townships. One of the sons of John 
Burke the pioneer, remained on the 
homestead, owning the 400 acres of 
land, they having built a fine large 
frame house there at a verv early period 
The Burke family were noted through 
all this section for their kindness and 
hospitality. From the verv earliest 
period after they were surrounded with

the ordinary comforts of a farm house, 
the result of their own skill and toil, 
the door was ever open aud help bestow 
ed upon every poor struggling settler 
who came to them for assistance and 
though through lapse oi time and chang­
ing conditions it Is seldom thought of 
still there are some even vet of the 
descendants of those who were helped, 
who apeak of them with gratitude Mr 
David Burke was a highly religious 
man and did much active work in the 
church with which he was connected. 
He had appointments in different parts 
of the country and before there were 
any settled clergymen he did a good 
ileal to trv aud elevate ihe moral condi­
tion of the people. He was one of 
Natures noblemen. He could have 
had hut few early advantages In the 
wav of education lut notwithstanding 
this drawback he wa> quite a noted 
figure among his compeers A true 
story and a good one is told of an occur 
reuce In connection with the rebellion 
of 1887 After Ben Lett left the country 
and a reward of £50(1 Stirling was offer­
ed for hie capture, dead or alive, the 
whole community was on the qui vive 
and the extreme party were so anxious 
for his arrest that anv tidings of hie 
whereabouts were eagerly sought after 
It was while this public tension was at 
Its height that the following took place 
Mr. Simpson then in management of ' he 
Bowman business, had gotten a number 
of Ilnmau Catholic Irishmen from Ops 
to work on the mill dam which had been 
earned away by the spring freshets 
Mr Burke being short of hands In the 
hav harvest, got one of the men to go 
to the farm to assist. He was put to 
work In a field bv him elf. In the mean 
tlmea briilia' ' idea struck voting David 
who was at time and he determined 
to have a little fun at the expense of 
the raw Irishman dressed appropriately 
for the occasion and armed with an old 
bluuilerbuss he suddenly drooped down 
on the mm from Ops who was evidently 
taken aback by the apparition of an 
apparently armed desperado. Mr. Dave 
told him that he was Ben Lett and that 
he heard they were very anxious to 
make him a prisoner and Invited him to 
undertake the joo, finally making him 
promise on his sacred honor that be 
would never reveal the fact, but when 
he got up town among his friends he 
told as a great secret what he had 
encountered It became whinnered 
around from one to another until it


