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In addition to public documents important papers have been presented by or
acquired from private individuals, Among these are the journals and diaries of the
late Mr. Dorwin, of Montreal, beginning about 1815, and continuing to the date of

his death, nearly seventy years later, The journals contain his own account of con--

temporary events, both of a public and private character, and were presented by
Miss Dorwin, his daughter. Mr, Robert Clarke, of Cincinnati, Ohio, as an acknow-
ledgment of services rendered, presented the log-book of the French vessel “ Le

Héros,” on her voyage to Quebec in 1712, The log, which has for title Remar-
ques et Particulidres des Cdtes et riviere du Canada,” begins on the Banks of New-
foundland ; the usual details being given of latitude, longitude, distance made each
day, winds, courses, &o. But there are, in addition, rough but apparently accurate

gketches of the coast of Newfoundland and of the principal points in the Gulph of
St. Lawrence, which add much to the value of the log. Mr. Clarke also sent an
unpublished journal, with the title  Memoirs of the siege of Quebec and total reduc-
tion of Canada in 1759 and 1760 by John Johnson, Clerk and Quartermaster Sergeant
of the Fifty-eighth Regiment,” Mr, Parkman, in his ¢ Montcalm and Wolfe,” refers
to these memoirs as authority for some of his statements, and at page 440 of the
gecond volume, gives an account of the manuscript in the possession of George
Francis Parkman, Esquire, a cousin of the historian, it having come to him through:
his grandfather, Thomas McDonough, Esq., formerly British Consul at Boston. In
answer to a letter I sent describing the MS. presented by Mr. Clarke, and asking for
information, Mr. Parkman wrote: —

« My DEAR S1r,—My cousin’s copy of the John Johnson MS. is before me., It 7

is a 12 mo., bound in paper, evidently by an amateur binder, with brown leather
back and marbled sides, perfectly preserved, The title is as you give it, with some
difference of arrangement in the lower lines....... ‘

« Handwriting as you describe it, very small, clear, neat and round, like that of
a caroful school boy. Ruled lines at the sides, as in your copy. Few interlineations.
and scarcely an error.......

“ Your copy, it seems to me, is, in all likelihood, a duplicate, with variations,
trom the hand of Johnson himself.”

There can scarcely be a doubt that the manuscript is in Johnson’s own hand.
According to the answer made by the War Office to Mr. G. F, Parkman, the sergeant
was alive and in Chelsea Hospital in 1802, but if the evidence of the binding is to be
accepted (and that it is & home made binding is evident) he was alive after 1806,
the cover being made from stiff paper containing the conditions of a contract by
Boulton of Birmingham, the partner of James Watt, for coining copper money,
which is dated in 1806, The marbling which originally concealed the printing has
worn off, so that the contract can be easily read. Mr, Parkman in describing the
manuscript in his cousin’s possession accurately describes the copy here, except that
in the latter, the bottom parts of the title and of five pages following it are illegible,
only the preface, however, which covers three pages, being seriously injured.

I give two extracts from the preface which will serve to'show the style, and the
writer’s own ideas concerning his work. It was the intention of the officers of the
58th Regiment to have had the journal published, but this intention was abandoned
on the death of Mr, McKemptie, the adjutant, who took thelead in the matter, The
sergeant after giving these tacts, including the death of Mr. McKemptie, proceeds :—
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